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DISPOSING OF SENATE AMEND-
MENT 115 TO H.R. 1868, FOREIGN
OPERATIONS, EXPORT FINANC-
ING, AND RELATED PROGRAMS
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 1996

(Continued)

Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to House Resolution 296, I call up
from the Speaker’s table the bill (H.R.
1868) making appropriations for foreign
operations, export financing, and relat-
ed programs for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 1996, and for other pur-
poses, with the Senate amendment
numbered 115 thereto, and to consider
the motion printed in section 2 of the
resolution.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

KINGSTON). The Clerk will designate
the Senate amendment.

The text of the Senate amendment is
as follows:

Senate amendment 115:
Page 44, line 19, after ‘‘lizations’’ insert:

‘‘:Provided, That in determining eligibility
for assistance from funds appropriated to
carry out section 104 of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961, nongovernmental and mul-
tilateral organizations shall not be subjected
to requirements more restrictive than the
requirements applicable to foreign govern-
ments for such assistance: Provided further,
That none of the funds made available under
this Act may be used to lobby for or against
abortion’’.

MOTION OFFERED BY MR. CALLAHAN

Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I offer
a motion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will designate the motion.

The text of the motion is as follows:
Mr. CALLAHAN moves that the House recede

from its amendment to the amendment of
the Senate numbered 115, and concur therein
with an amendment, as follows:

In lieu of the matter proposed by said
amendment, insert:

‘‘Authorization of Population Planning
‘‘Sec. 518A. Section 526 of this Act shall not

apply to funds made available in this Act for
population planning activities or other popu-

lation assistance pursuant to section 104(b)
of the Foreign Assistance Act or any other
provision of law, or to funds made available
in title IV of this Act as a contribution to
the United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA).’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 296, the gen-
tleman from Alabama [Mr. CALLAHAN]
will be recognized for 30 minutes, and a
Member opposed, the gentleman from
Texas [Mr. WILSON], will be recognized
for 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Alabama [Mr. CALLAHAN].
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the disposition of Senate
amendment number 115, and that I be
permitted to include tabular and extra-
neous material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GOODLATTE). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Ala-
bama?

There was no objection.
Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield

myself such time as I may consume.
Mr. Speaker. I do not want to take any
more time on this matter than what is
necessary. We have already had this
matter, population assistance and
abortion, before the House four times
previously this year. I want to be sure,
however, that all Members understand
what the motion does and does not do.

The motion provided for by the rule
does not cut population funding. It
freezes obligations under the fiscal 1996
bill for population funding until it has
been authorized or a further waiver of
the statutory authorization require-
ment has been enacted. It does not halt
the hundreds of millions of dollars of
population funding from prior year
bills that has not yet been spent.

This motion does not ask the Senate
to agree to enact a funding cutoff for
foreign private groups that decline to
comply with the Mexico City policy re-
strictions. The Senate does not have
the votes to do that.

Mr. Speaker, I want the Members to
be aware of another proposal that I of-
fered to the Senate managers of the
foreign assistance bill several weeks
ago.

Mr. Speaker, as the Members may be
aware, we have had various differences
with the Senate on this proposition. As
a matter of fact, the original bill that
was sent to the Senate came back with
193 amendments. We were able to re-
solve 192 of the differences between the
House and Senate. The only one that
could not be resolved is the issue on
abortion. We have tried, and tried with
frustration, to look at a possible way
to pass the foreign operations bill for
1996, to satisfy those that are con-
cerned about abortion worldwide, that
are concerned about planned parent-
hood, to no avail. We simply have been
unable to get the votes in the Senate
to make this reality come true for the
1996 foreign operations bill.

We are in a situation now that we
will send another bill to the Senate and
ask that they, with their great wisdom,
find a way to pass something that can
pass through the Senate and that also
can be acceptable to the House. I, for
example, have offered what I think was
a reasonable compromise to the pro-
life forces in the House, and that was
to cut the funding capability of any or-
ganization to 50 percent of its 1995 level
until they sign the Mexico City policy
language. In my opinion, that is a fair
resolve in this House of compromise.

If we do not get something to the
Senate and get something from the
Senate that we can concur on, that will
satisfy us, we are not going to have a
1996 appropriation bill for foreign oper-
ations.
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Instead, we are going to be dealing in

a continuing resolution, a CR that
more than likely will not include any
protection for those of us that are con-
cerned about abortion worldwide. A CR
may not protect anything that has to
do with child survival. We could lose
many things, including the prohibition
of USAID from moving into a Taj
Mahal downtown and paying each
month hundreds of thousands of dollars
in unnecessary rent. A CR will not re-
duce funding to USAID. It will not cut
the funding that we were successful in
passing through this House, unless we
get something realistic that both sides
can work with.

In a sense, Mr. Speaker, I chastise
those Members of Congress who are so
hell-bent and determined to have their
way that they are interfering, in my
opinion, with the due process and with
the compromise that this body must
occasionally represent.

Mr. Speaker, this measure is another
vehicle going back to the Senate. We
do not expect the Senate to accept it.
I would not think that the President
would sign the bill if they Senate
passed it, so it is futile, in a sense, to
think that we are going to enact this
legislation with this language in here,
but it is the only opportunity we have
to send this train back to the Senate
and ask them to look at it and to take
into account those of us who are con-
cerned about abortion being funded or
encouraged by any American moneys.

I want Members to be aware of another pro-
posal that I offered to the Senate managers of
the foreign assistance bill several weeks ago.
I suggested that they accept what I call an in-
centive program for private groups to accept
the Mexico City policy language.

Under my proposal, which is not in this rule,
all groups which now receive A.I.D. population
money could continue to receive up to 50 per-
cent of current funding. However, there would
be no funding limits on foreign private groups
which agreed to comply with Mexico City prin-
ciples. That would be the incentive for many is
not most population assistance providers to
sign on to the Mexico City principles again, as
the did prior to 1993.

I recognize that the gentleman from New
Jersey opposes the approach that I just de-
scribed. Yet another pro-life Members of this
body and the Senate continue to express in-
terest in it. I just wanted the House to know
that many of us have been working on a com-
promise that will enable us to send this appro-
priations bill to the President for his signature.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. OBEY].

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, again we are
here because the committee has still
not finished its work. We are here be-
cause there are still six appropriation
bills which have not yet crossed the
finish line and become law. The foreign
operations bill which we are discussing
today is one of those bills. We are
going to be in a big fight over whether
or not we should pass the CR come Fri-
day, a continuing resolution to prevent

the Government from closing down.
And we are going to be in that fight be-
cause we have not yet finished our ap-
propriations work. I would think that
under those circumstances what we
would be looking for is ways to find
compromise between the House and
Senate so we can move more of these
bills forward.

That is what I very much want to do
on this bill, but this language, as the
gentleman who just spoke clearly indi-
cated, this language has no chance
whatsoever of being accepted by the
Senate or becoming law. So my ques-
tion is, why on earth should we do this?

Mr. Speaker, this proposal meets
somebody’s strategic idea that what we
have to do is send another piece of leg-
islation to the Senate which we know
will not pass. I think all that does is to
harden each side, rather than make
each side more flexible. I would point
out, the practical effect of this strat-
egy is to ask 221 Members of this House
from both sides of the aisle who voted
against this proposition on the Labor-
HEW bill to vote for it today.

What this proposition essentially
does is to eliminate all international
family planning money. This is not an
abortion issue. I support efforts, for in-
stance, to shut off funding for the U.N.
population program if it continues to
operate in China. I agree with the gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. SMITH]
on that issue. However, I do not agree
with, and I do not think most Members
of this House do, and I know that many
Members on the Republican side of the
aisle do not agree with the idea of
eliminating all authority for any fam-
ily planning programs internationally.

The following Members voted against
this amendment when it was offered by
the gentleman from Louisiana, Mr.
LIVINGSTON, from the HEW bill. I am
going to read everybody’s name:

Messrs. ABERCROMBIE, ACKERMAN,
BAESLER, BALDACCI, BARRETT of Wis-
consin, BASS, BECERRA, BEILENSON,
BENTSEN, BEREUTER, BERMAN, BILBRAY,
BISHOP, BLUTE, BOEHLERT, BONIOR,
BORSKI, BOUCHER, BROWDER, and BROWN
T1OF CALIFORNIA, MS. BROWN of Flor-
ida, Messrs. BROWN of Ohio, BRYANT of
Texas, CARDIN, CASTLE, CHAPMAN, and
CLAY, Ms. CLAYTON, Messrs. CLEMENT,
CLINGER, CLYBURN, and COLEMAN, Mrs.
COLLINS of Illinois, Miss COLLINS of
Michigan, Messrs. CONDIT, CONYERS,
COYNE, and CRAMER, Ms. DANNER, Mr.
DAVIS, and Mr. DE LA GARZA.

I am reading now the names of all
Members of the House who voted
against this proposition last time: Mr.
DEFAZIO, Ms. DELAURO, Messrs. DEL-
LUMS, DEUTSCH, DICKS, DINGELL, DIXON,
DOGGETT, DOOLEY, and DOYLE, Ms.
DUNN of Washington, Messrs. DURBIN,
EDWARDS, EHRLICH, and ENGLE, Ms.
ESHOO, Messrs. EVANS, FARR, FATTAH,
FAWELL, FAZIO of California, FIELDS of
Louisiana, FILNER, FLAKE, FOGLIETTA,
FOLEY, and FORD, Mrs. FOWLER, Messrs.
FRANK of Massachusetts, FRANKS of
Connecticut, FRANKS of New Jersey,
FRELINGHUYSEN, and FROST.

Continuing reading the names of all
Members who voted against this last
time:

Ms. FURSE, Messrs. GANSKE, GEJDEN-
SON, GEKAS, GEPHARDT, PETE GEREN of
Texas, GIBBONS, GILCHREST, GILMAN,
GONZALEZ, GORDON, GENE GREEN of
Texas, GREENWOOD, GUNDERSON,
GUTIERREZ, and HAMILTON, Ms. HAR-
MAN, Messrs. HASTINGS of Florida, HEF-
NER, HILLIARD, HINCHEY, HOBSON, HORN,
HOUGHTON, and HOYER, Ms. JACKSON-
LEE, Mr. JACOBS, Mr. JEFFERSON, Mrs.
JOHNSON of Connecticut, Mr. JOHNSON
of South Dakota, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE
JOHNSON of Texas, Mr. SAM JOHNSON of
Texas, Mr. JOHNSTON of Florida, and
Mr. KANJORKSI, Ms. KAPTUR, Mrs.
KELLY, Mr. KENNEDY of Massachusetts,
Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island, Mrs.
KENNELLY, Messrs. KLECZKA, KLINK,
KLUG, KOLBE, LANTOS, LAZIO of New
York, LEACH, LEVIN, LEWIS of Califor-
nia, and LEWIS of Georgia, Mrs. LIN-
COLN, Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. LONGLEY, Mrs.
LOWEY, Mr. LUTHER, Mrs. MALONEY,
Messrs. MARKEY, MARTINEZ, MARTINI,
and MATSUI, Ms. MCCARTHY, Messrs.
MCDERMOTT, MCHALE, and MCINNIS,
Ms. MCKINNEY, Mr. MCNULTY, Mr.
MEEHAN, Mrs. MEEK of Florida, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Mrs. MEYERS of Kansas,
Messrs. MFUME, MILLER of California,
MINETA, and MINGE, Mrs. MINK of Ha-
waii, Ms. MOLINARI, Mr. MORAN, and
Mrs. MORELLA.

Continuing to read the names of all
Members who voted against this propo-
sition the last time:

Messrs. NADLER, NEAL, OBEY, OLVER,
OWENS, PALLONE, PASTOR, PAYNE of
New Jersey, and PAYNE of Virginia, Ms.
PELOSI, Messrs. PETERSON of Florida,
PICKETT, POMEROY, and PORTER, Ms.
PRYCE, Messrs. RAMSTAD, RANGEL,
REED, REGULA, RICHARDSON, and RIGGS,
Ms. RIVERS, Mr. ROEMER, Mr. ROSE,
Mrs. ROUKEMA, Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD,
Messrs. RUSH, SABO, SANDERS, SAWYER,
and SCHIFF, Mrs. SCHROEDER, Messrs.
SCHUMER, SCOTT, SERRANO, SHAW,
SHAYS, SISISKY, and SKAGGS, Ms.
SLAUGHTER, Messrs. SPRATT, STARK,
STOKES, STUDDS, TANNER, THOMAS,
THOMPSON, THORNTON, TORKILDSEN,
TORRES, TORRICELLI, TOWNS, TRAFI-
CANT, and UPTON, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ
Messrs. VENTO, VISCLOSKY, and WARD,
Ms. WATERS, Messrs. WATT of North
Carolina, WAXMAN, WHITE, WILLIAMS,
WILSON, and WISE, Ms. WOOLSEY,
Messrs. WYDEN, WYNN, YATES, ZELIFF,
and ZIMMER.

All of those Members voted against
this proposition when the gentleman
from Louisiana [Mr. LIVINGSTON] of-
fered language which in essence cut off
funding for all family planning domes-
tically.

Mr. Speaker, I would submit that
cutting off all family planning funds
for international programs is even
worse, because if you do, you know
that that will disarm us in our ability
to try to do something about uncon-
trolled population growth in many sec-
tors of the world. If you are for com-
promise, you ought to be looking for



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H 14789December 13, 1995
compromise language. You should not
swallow language which the manager
of the bill himself indicates has no
chance whatsoever of becoming law.
All that is going to do is guarantee
that we have to have a continuing reso-
lution for this bill. I do not think we
ought to be doing that. We ought to be
trying to find ways to pass this bill.

Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I might say that this
does not deny funding to Planned Par-
enthood or to any of the agencies. It
just simply says what we have heard
over and over again in this House: that
the Committee on Appropriations
ought not to be authorizing items, so
we have appropriated the money in this
bill. We just simply say that until such
time as the Congress of the United
States authorizes it through an author-
ization bill, that the money cannot be
spent.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Louisiana [Mr. LIVINGSTON], the chair-
man of our committee.

(Mr. LIVINGSTON asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

b 1130
Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I

was glad to see the chart from the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin once again. In
fact, that chart is looking better every
day. All those black lines mean that
the appropriations bills are working
their way through the process.

It may take a little bit longer than
we might have hoped, but they are bet-
ting there and that chart is going to be
complete someday, hopefully within
the next week. We will find out at
Christmastime, either this Christmas
or next Christmas, as to whether or not
the chart is complete.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, will the gen-
tleman yield?

Mr. LIVINGSTON. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin.

Mr. OBEY. I would be happy to buy
the gentleman the biggest scotch in
town if all of those bills are passed by
Christmas.

Mr. LIVINGSTON. We will see.
Actually the fact is the administra-

tion is negotiating, or course, with the
Congress to see whether or not we can
come to a package deal and complete
business on all of these appropriations
bills. I want to ask the gentleman’s in-
dulgence and allow me to draw the
lines to complete the chart when the
package is complete.

The point is, though, that we have in-
deed passed seven entire appropriations
subcommittee bills and they have been
signed into law. The eighth, the Com-
merce-Justice-State bill, goes to the
President today for his signature or his
veto. The VA–HUD bill, the Foreign
Ops bill which is on the floor today and
the Interior bill are all working their
way through various processes and
should be complete by, if not the end of
this week, certainly by the end of next
week, we hope.

the District of Columbia bill, like-
wise, has one or two issues in con-
ference that remain to be dealt with. I
think that that bill will be on the floor
very shortly.

So the only bill that really is far
from passage, and that is because the
other party as filibustering it in the
Senate, is the Labor-HHS bill.

We are working our way through
these bills. This bill unfortunately has
been to the floor twice before. This is
the third time. This is a conference re-
port that has been hung up on the issue
of abortion. We have come to an im-
passe. The Senate does not want to
adopt the language that the House has
offered. So we have offered some new
language which we hope they will con-
sider and which we hope that they will
adopt. They may or may not. But we
have to move the process forward.

In the spirit of doing exactly that, I
would ask all of our Members to join
with us, pass this bill one more time,
get it to the Senate and let them work
their will and hopefully let us get this
bill to the President for his signature.

There has been some disagreement on
exactly what the language was that
disallowed funding for family planning,
international family planning. I would
say in response to what the gentleman
from Wisconsin said that that amend-
ment really had little to do with this
provision. This deals with UNFPA,
U.N. family planning operations, and
all it does is freeze the money in place.
It says the money is there but that the
money will be frozen until such time as
the authorization bill is passed.

Frankly, it would be better if the
issue of abortion were handled in the
authorization bills. Because it is policy
that should be handled by the author-
ization bills. And so what this does is
to remove the issue of abortion and
transfer it to the place it belongs, to
the authorization committees for them
to consider, for them to assess the pol-
icy ramifications and for them to ulti-
mately pass the law.

This is an attempt to take abortion
out of the appropriations process and
say to the authorizers, you do the job,
and let us not hang up the appropria-
tions bills in this House and in the Sen-
ate up any longer so that we can get
the country’s business done and so that
we can get the functions of government
funded and so that we do not have to
waste any more time and be here at
Christmastime.

Mr. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. LIVINGSTON. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas.

Mr. WILSON. I was just going to ask
the chairman if he understands and re-
members that it has been 10 years since
we had an authorization bill on foreign
aid.

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Reclaiming my
time, the gentleman has reminded me
that it has been a very long time, but
I am very hopeful and optimistic that
we are going to pass one this year or
certainly within the next 3 months.
Certainly before the gentleman retires.

Mr. WILSON. I hope so.
Mr. LIVINGSTON. And we do not

want him to retire, we hope he decides
to stay around, but if that is his deci-
sion, I hope that by the time he retires,
he will have confidence and knowledge
that the Foreign Affairs authorization
bill has been passed by both Houses and
enacted into law so he can take that
with him back to Texas.

Mr. WILSON. I thank the gentleman.
Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I

urge all my colleagues to vote for this
bill.

Mr. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentlewoman from New
York [Mrs. LOWEY].

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong opposition to this amendment
because it will effectively eliminate
funding for international family plan-
ning. Our colleagues on the far right
continue to hold up this bill with their
extreme legislative agenda. This has
got to stop. Let us pass this bill.

After all, this amendment is just an-
other way to masquerade the issue and
stop all family planning funding. Let
us stop it and let us get this bill passed
today.

Our chairman, the gentleman from
Alabama [Mr. CALLAHAN], has crafted
an excellent foreign aid bill. This ex-
treme language, I say to the chairman,
is preventing this critical bill from
being enacted.

Let me tell my colleagues exactly
what is happening here. Our anti-
choice colleagues have attempted to
place restrictions on the international
family planning programs in this bill,
despite the fact that abortion funding
overseas has been prohibited since 1973.
Their restrictions have been rejected
by the Senate three times. We have
heard the message loud and clear.

Now their solution to the Senate’s
refusal to accept their extreme restric-
tions is to do something even more ex-
treme, to eliminate the programs alto-
gether.

This bill is already 21⁄2 months late,
and rather than offer a true com-
promise or simply accept that their re-
strictions have failed 3 times, our col-
leagues on the right now offer an
amendment that they know both the
Senate and the administration will re-
ject.

Why do they insist on wasting our
time with this? This is the fourth time
that we have voted on this appropria-
tions bill. Why do they continue to
play politics with a bill that contains
funding for so many vital programs
throughout the world?

Their amendment will effectively end
one of the most important forms of aid
that we provide to other countries,
family planning assistance. The
amendment exempts the family plan-
ning program, and only the family
planning program, from the waiver in
the bill that allows funds to be appro-
priated even though the foreign aid au-
thorization bill has not passed.

What our colleagues have not told
you is that the foreign aid authoriza-
tion bill has not passed in a dozen
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years, and I know the chairman is opti-
mistic. The Senate has already indi-
cated that it will not pass the author-
ization bill this year.

The reality is, it could be years be-
fore an authorization bill is signed into
law. We know that. In the meantime,
we will have failed to fund vital family
planning programs throughout the
world.

No one can deny that the need for
family planning services in developing
countries is urgent. The aid we provide
is valuable and worthwhile.

The world’s population is growing at
an unprecedented rate. In 40 years our
planet’s population will more than dou-
ble. As a responsible world leader, the
United States must do more to deter
the environmental, political and health
consequences of this explosive growth.

Let us not forget what family plan-
ning assistance means to women
around the world. Complications of
pregnancy, childbirth, unsafe abortion
are the leading killers of women of re-
productive age. One million women die
each year as a result of reproductive
health problems. Each year 250,000
women die from unsafe abortions. Only
20 to 35 percent of women in Africa and
Asia receive prenatal care. Five hun-
dred million married women want con-
traceptives but cannot obtain them.
Most of these disabilities and deaths
could be prevented.

This amendment will stop us from
continuing our fight against these
tragedies. Simply put, this amendment
will end our family planning programs.
Period. that is what it would do.

I urge my colleagues, once again, op-
pose this amendment. We cannot let
them eliminate international family
planning. There is too much at stake.
Let us pass this excellent appropria-
tions bill. Let us take off this extreme
amendment. Let us not vote on this
again. We need this bill.

I again salute the chairman on this
outstanding bill. Let us pass it here
today. Let us not bow to the right that
continues to tack on the extreme
amendments. Let us not do it. Let us
join and pass this bill today.

Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Responding to the kind gentlewoman
from New York, let me thank her for
her help during this past year or so,
too, and to tell her that I am optimis-
tic that the Senate is going to bring up
the authorization bill either today or
tomorrow under a unanimous-consent
agreement.

I think for the first time in the 10
years that they have not been able to
pass a bill, they are finally going to
have a bill that passes the House and
the Senate and goes to conference. This
is the argument that we always hear,
those of us who are appropriators: Do
not authorize, do not authorize, you
are appropriators.

In this bill, we appropriate the
money. What we simply say is it can-
not be spent until it is authorized by
the proper committee.

Mrs. LOWEY. If the gentleman will
yield, let me just say that I am happy
the holidays are coming and we all
have wishes. I do wish the authoriza-
tion bill would pass as well as you do
but it has not passed in 12 years and I
would rather deal with fact rather than
fiction, although I wish you and the
authorization bill well.

Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
3 minutes to the gentleman from
Michigan [Mr. KNOLLENBERG], a mem-
ber of the subcommittee.

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding me
the time and appreciate his leadership
on this issue.

Incidentally, and this is not so inci-
dentally, I rise in strong support for
this conference report and for its pas-
sage. But I do want to refer to, first of
all, the chart that the gentleman from
Wisconsin [Mr. OBEY] brought out. I do
like the looks of that chart. It is get-
ting better.

It is because we are working a lot
harder to get to a point of success.
None of this is very easy. The chair-
man referred to the fact that we had
193 amendments in the conference com-
mittee. We completed and agreed upon
192. The one remaining, of course, is
the one we are dealing with today.

This language, I think, ensures that
any expenditure of funds for population
planning or the UNFPA must be, as has
been pointed out here, specifically au-
thorized by this body, which has not
been done.

Somebody on the other side made the
comment about it has not been done in
10 years. Well, that is not to say it
should not be done. I think it should
be. We have an opportunity perhaps
where that will take place.

We have to be able to debate these
things or we will not get anywhere. So
maybe this is, in the eyes of the gentle-
woman from New York, an extraneous
matter, should be done away with, for-
gotten about, so we can pass this beau-
tiful bill. Well, it is important to a lot
of us. It is worth debate. It is some-
thing that we want to carry on and
come to some conclusion, a successful
conclusion.

I would not suggest to you that it is
guaranteed, as the gentleman from
Wisconsin [Mr. OBEY] stated, that the
Senate will just let this thing float and
die. We do not know that yet entirely.
There is some idea here that may be
beginning to impress them, that there
is perhaps more to this and we can
come to a conclusion that will satisfy
everybody.

As I have said many times before, I
strongly support this conference re-
port. It balances fiscal restraint and
the needs of foreign policy, and it re-
flects the reasoned compromise and
considerable cooperation that did take
place between all of the Members from
both sides in committee and also in the
conference committee. It deserves bi-
partisan support.

I think we are at a point now where
we can get to a position of passing a

bill that is in dire need of being passed.
I agree with the sense of urgency but I
do not agree that this is an unimpor-
tant matter. It is very important to
may of us, and it does allow for the
continuation of funding at the appro-
priate time for the specific family
planning ideas. It just has to be au-
thorized.

H.R. 1868 allows us to continue to re-
main active in world events while it re-
flects our budgetary constraints, and
you all know that. This conference re-
port reflects, I believe, what is best for
this body. We will send it to the Sen-
ate. They will make their decision. I
support this conference report and urge
all of my colleagues to vote for it.

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. I yield to the
gentlewoman from New York.

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I just
want to reassure the gentleman from
Michigan that I respect your views on
the issues of abortion, just as I respect
the views of every one of my col-
leagues. I just think it is so unfortu-
nate that every appropriations bill is
tied up in abortion. I do wish we could
isolate that issue, have a real debate,
and move this appropriations bill now.

Mr. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from Or-
egon [Ms. FURSE].

Ms. FURSE. I thank the gentleman
for yielding me the time.

Mr. Speaker, I think we should be
very clear. This amendment is simply a
way to freeze the family planning
funds. This amendment targets only
family planning, that portion of the
legislation.

Family planning works. No one
wants abortion to be the only way to
control pregnancy. Family planning
gets us beyond abortion. It allows peo-
ple to control the size of their families
and thereby control their economies.
Family planning is absolutely
profamily.

b 1145

It is truly the most pro-family thing
we can do, because it allows families to
make the decisions. It is so ridiculous.
You know, if I asked my constituents,
many, many of them say to me, ‘‘You
know the greatest problem in this
world is over population,’’ over popu-
lation because of use of resources, be-
cause of the stress it puts on commu-
nities, overpopulation is a great threat.

Family planning allows us to move
beyond. Family planning is one of the
greatest parts of getting us to peace
and prosperity internationally, because
it allows families to decide on how
many children they are having. So we
really need to defeat this anti-family
amendment.

I urge my colleagues to do that.
Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield

3 minutes to the gentlewoman from Ne-
vada [Mrs. VUCANOVICH], a member of
the Committee on Appropriations.

Mrs. VUCANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding. Mr.
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Speaker, the House has voted four
times to support the pro-life provisions
which would ensure that international
family planning assistance will be
abortion neutral. The first provision
prohibits tax dollars from being used
by the United Nations Population
Fund—which currently helps manage
China’s brutal one-child-per-one-family
policy unless it ceases family planning
activities in the People’s Republic of
China or unless China’s family plan-
ning activities in China cease to be co-
ercive.

The second provision would ensure
that none of the moneys sent to the
UNPF may be used to fund any private,
nongovernmental, or multilateral or-
ganizations that directly or through a
subcontractor perform abortions in any
foreign country—except to save the life
of the mother or in cases of rape or in-
cest.

Now some may claim that this is a
gag rule on family planning assistance.
However, this is not the case. Abortion
is not considered a family planning
method and should not be promoted as
one, especially by the United States.
Recently, the State Department de-
cided that the promotion of abortion
should be a priority in advancing U.S.
population-control efforts. This is un-
acceptable to the millions of Ameri-
cans who do not view abortion as a le-
gitimate method of family planning
and do not support Federal funding of
abortion except to save the life of the
mother or in cases of rape or incest.

The Callahan motion does not elimi-
nate or even reduce the appropriations
for population assistance but will leave
the appropriations levels in H.R. 1868
intact. However it will delay the use of
these appropriated funds until these
expenditures are authorized. It will
also delink pro-life issues from other
important provisions such as aid to Is-
rael, child survival programs and other
foreign aid programs.

I urge my colleagues Mr. Speaker to
support this motion and allow this im-
portant legislation to move forward
and fund vital foreign aid programs.

Mr. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Illinois
[Mr. DURBIN].

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. Speaker, in the
19th century at the height of the Indus-
trial Revolution, there arose a political
group which frankly was opposed to
the change and progress of the Indus-
trial Revolution. They were known as
the Luddites. The Luddites would try
to wreck the machinery of the Indus-
trial Revolution to stop the change
that was taking place. They objected
to it, and they used violence and ter-
rorism for that purpose. Theirs was a
mindless opposition to the reality of
change, a resistance to accepting the
world as it existed.

What we hear on the floor today is
the same mentality when it comes to
family planning, a mindless opposition
to family planning from groups which
characterize themselves as pro-life.
Anyone who has taken the time to

study the issue understands that the
greatest world threats to our children
are nuclear proliferation and over-
population.

Take a look at the expanding popu-
lation in continents around the world,
whether in Asia, Africa, South Amer-
ica. You will find that those expanding
populations not only create human suf-
fering for the people living there, but
they, in fact, lead to environmental
disasters which visit themselves on the
entire world as well as to military con-
frontations which ultimately drag the
United States and other civilized na-
tions into the vortex of the conflict.
Overpopulation is a major problem.

What we are doing with this motion
today is literally shutting down Ameri-
ca’s commitment to family planning
around the world. We are not talking
about abortion. I hold in my hand a
penny, one penny; not one penny is
being spent of Federal money to fund
abortions in any country of the world.
You would never know that from this
debate. You would think we were set-
ting out to fund abortions and the pro-
life people wanted to stop it. It has
nothing to do with it. Not a penny of
Federal funds are being used for that
purpose. What we are doing, in closing
down this $450 million of family plan-
ning is adding to degradation and per-
sonal disaster around the world and,
sadly, adding to the likelihood that
move abortion will result.

Several years ago I traveled with
Congressman Mike Synar to Ban-
gladesh, one of the poorest countries in
the world. Far away in a distant, dusty
village we met a 19-year-old woman
holding a baby. It was her third child.
Through an interpreter she told us
with great pride it would be her last
child. Because of world health efforts
which the United States supported, her
children were healthy, and she did not
have to bear any more children and
through family planning efforts, that
we spend pennies on, she was able to
control the size of her family.

She and so many other women
around the world, given a chance for
their own personal dignity, will be de-
nied that chance because of this ter-
rible motion. I urge my colleagues, do
not give in to this extremism. Oppose
this motion.

Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
4 minutes to the gentleman from New
Jersey [Mr. SMITH].

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in support of the Cal-
lahan motion, which represents yet an-
other sincere attempt by Chairman
CALLAHAN to seek a compromise ap-
proach to this issue on which so many
of us feel so very strongly.

As most of my colleagues know, I
have been a very strong supporter of
the pro-life Mexico City policy which is
designed to protect innocent unborn
children around the world by barring
United States family planning funds to
foreign organizations that perform or
promote abortion overseas. The House
has voted four times, four times, in

favor of that legislation this year. It
should be clear by now, Mr. Speaker,
that one way or the other pro-lifers
will not stand by. We will not allow the
abortion industry to get an infusion of
literally hundreds of millions of dollars
in foreign aid for the promotion of the
killing of unborn children in other
lands or by lobbying to bring down
their statutes.

More than 95, closer to 100, countries
of the world have pro-life statutes, and
these nongovernmental organizations,
some, not all, get into these countries,
begin networking, and they have been
working aggressively to bring down
those pro-life statutes.

I do not think the U.S. taxpayer
should be making these organizations
the dominant force in these capitals
around the world. Family planning,
yes; abortion promotion, and abortion
performance except in the cases of
rape, incest, and life of the mother,
which is what the original language
had in it, they are the exception; but
family planning, yes; abortion, no.

I would also remind Members that I
have been a very strong supporter of
linking UNFPA funding, U.N. Popu-
lation Fund, to withdrawal of UNFPA
from the program in China where
forced abortion is commonplace and
prevalent and where the UNFPA has
been the dominant cheerleader for the
population program in Beijing, in the
People’s Republica of China. Again, if
the Senate or the White House will not
budge on this at this time, pro-lifers
are not going to cave.

We will allow the money, we will
push the money for family planning,
but will not allow it to be used in any
way, shape, or form for the promotion
of abortion or for promoting this coer-
cion in the People’s Republican of
China. The pro-life Members are will-
ing to support this motion which de-
letes these two provision, but says we
have got the wait until the authorizers
take it up and then the bill will pass, I
believe, and will be signed. Otherwise,
we go back. We put the language back
into the appropriations bill. That is
fine with me.

If the Senate will not budge, we stay
here until hell freezer over, because un-
born children are precious and the
women in the People’s Republic of
China, who have been victimized by the
brutality of that program are precious
as well.

I absolutely and categorically reject
those who stand on the floor and say
we are stopping all family planning
funding. During the many years that
the Mexico City program was in effect,
350 plus nongovernmental organiza-
tions, more NGO’s than we had the
money to fund, accepted the Mexico
City clauses of no abortion promotion
and got their money for family plan-
ning in Bangladesh, in Africa, in
Central America. Planned Parenthood,
Western Hemisphere, got, if I remem-
ber correctly, about $10 million when
they agreed they would no longer be
promoting abortion. The got their
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money to stay on point, and that is
family planning, not abortion.

We are insisting on very modest lan-
guage that says we are not going to be
in the business of promoting abortion
or performing it except in those very
rare cases. We are not going to allow
these organizations to be lobbying to
bring down these anti-abortion stat-
utes around the globe.

The family planning money will then
flow. Nobody will object to it, and
condoms and some of the other things
that are disseminated will go out with-
out any impediment, but we will not be
in the business of empowering the
abortion industry.

Vote for the Callahan motion.
Mr. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2

minutes to the gentlewoman from New
York [Mrs. MALONEY].

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding me
this time.

This amendment is a gross misuse of
the political process to thwart the will
of the American people who over-
whelmingly support family planning in
this country and around the world.

Once again, the new majority is at-
tempting to put the radical right’s
agenda ahead of good government and
global responsibility. It is clear that
their actions show little concern for
women’s health, pre and postnatal
care, health and nutrition for children,
families, and stabilizing global popu-
lation, and the problems that flow from
it, including the massive increases re-
cently in refugees.

The Callahan measure would make it
illegal to appropriate funds for inter-
national family planning programs un-
less they are authorized. We need to
vote to save international family plan-
ning programs. We need to vote to pro-
tect families, children, and women
around the world. We need to defeat
this politically motivated action by
anti-family, anti-women Members
here. It goes against everything this
country agreed upon, and I might add,
187 other countries agreed upon at the
International Conference for Women in
Beijing.

Supporting international family
planning programs is socially respon-
sible, fiscally sound, and it serves our
national purposes.

Vote to support women and families
around the world. Defeat the Callahan
motion.

Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, so elo-
quent is the gentleman from Illinois
and so knowledgeable of this subject is
the gentleman from Illinois, it would
be immoral to deny him any restric-
tion on time.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Illinois [Mr. HYDE], but remind him
that we are down to about 5 minutes.

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I suggest
the gentleman correct the RECORD
when it comes around for his extrava-
gance in introducing me.

You know, when you get in this de-
bate, you have to expect to be called

names, and I have been called some
wonderful names, some colorful names.
Today it was mindless Luddite, and,
you know, you can play that game. I
would call people who think abortion is
a good idea or an acceptable idea, or
something the American taxpayer
ought to pay for, I would not call them
mindless, but I might call them heart-
less. I might call them unthinking. But
I do not want to get into that game.

I want to just try to talk a little re-
ality here. Family planning is not
abortion, and abortion is not family
planning, and when you link the two
together you have got real problems,
because many of us do not want to
have American tax dollars go to pay
for killing unborn children even if they
are in Bangladesh or if they are in To-
ledo. We think human life ought to be
special and ought to be sacred, and
killing it, exterminating it, however
you do it, is wrong and ought not to be
paid for with tax dollars. That is what
the struggle is about, and we are enti-
tled to access to the political process
to try and make our point.

But when misstatements are made,
we have to wonder who is being mind-
less. For example, family planning
flourishes under our program. Forty
percent of all the dollars that are spent
worldwide on family planning come
from the United States and did under
Reagan and Bush.
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It is simply two organizations that
will not accept the money because they
want to continue promoting abortion.
So there are 300-some organizations
that are happy to take our family plan-
ning money. Meanwhile around the
world family planning, properly under-
stood, which is either helping someone
to get pregnant or keeping them from
getting pregnant; it is not exterminat-
ing the pregnancy once it has occurred,
and that is what my colleagues are
talking about, and we are asking those
gentlemen from Mount Olympus across
the rotunda to please understand we
are for family planning, we are for for-
eign aid. It is abortion we are not for.
We think that is despicable, we think
it is wrong, and we do not think tax
dollars ought to go pay for it.

So overpopulation; we have heard
two speakers bemoan that as one of the
great problems in the world. I suggest
that is an unsophisticated look at a se-
rious problem. Density is what we
should look at, how many people per
square mile. There are countries on the
globe with a higher density than many
of these countries that have over-
population problems and yet a high
standard of living. Japan, Switzerland,
Holland have high density, high stand-
ard of living. Maybe it is something
more than the number of people,
maybe it is the economy, maybe it is
the kind of government, maybe it is so-
ciety. But that is a rather superficial
look at the problem of overpopulation.

The money is fungible. If we give the
money to the International Planned

Parenthood of London, and they say,
‘‘We’re going to spend our money on
abortion and not your money,’’ that is
a bookkeeping transaction and does
not fool anybody.

So I suggest that we stand fast, we
continue to tell the gentleman and
gentleladies across the rotunda we do
not want to fund abortion.

Mr. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, please let
the RECORD reflect that this gentleman
has not called the gentleman from Illi-
nois [Mr. HYDE] any names.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. PORTER].

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I cer-
tainly want to express my respect for
my chairman, for the gentleman from
New Jersey, and of course for my won-
derful colleague, the gentleman from
Illinois [Mr. HYDE].

Mr. Speaker, the language of this
proposed amendment is simply not
going to fly. We know, everyone knows,
that the Senate will not accept this ap-
proach. Even if they did, the President
would veto the bill. We are wasting our
time, we are tying up the House, we are
tying up this legislation. We are delay-
ing programs that ought to be going
forward, we are delaying our commit-
ment to Camp David that we have al-
ways observed, and I think it is totally
disingenuous to say, as some on the op-
posite side are saying that our side is
delaying the bill. They are delaying the
bill.

Mr. Speaker, my colleague from Illi-
nois just said family planning is not
abortion. That is exactly right. It is
against current law to spend any U.S.
funds for abortion, and those of us who
are arguing this matter are supporters
of family planning, and not supporters
of abortion. To hold all family plan-
ning funding hostage to legislative lan-
guage that will not be agreed to by the
Senate or by the President is to hold
this entire bill hostage. And, to hold up
other bills over this issue is to hold
those bills hostage as well.

Mr. Speaker, we do not fund abor-
tion. We have never funded abortion. I
have always supported the Hyde
amendment both domestically and
internationally.

This issue is not going to be resolved
with this proposal. This issue is simply
delaying this entire bill from going for-
ward, and it seems to me that we
should defeat this proposal and strip
all language on both sides of this issue
out of this bill, and let the legislation
go forward and become law.

Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to the gentleman from Flor-
ida [Mr. WELDON].

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman from Ala-
bama for yielding this time to me, and
I applaud the subcommittee chairman
for this amendment. I think it is a very
reasonable approach to dealing with
this problem.

There are a lot of things that go on
up here in Washington, and it is, I be-
lieve, very hard for the American pub-
lic to keep a watch on everything. One
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of the amazing things that has gone on
up here in Washington is immediately
after this President was inaugurated he
started funneling a lot of foreign aid
dollars into programs that promote
abortion on an international scale, and
the American people, in this environ-
ment that we are in of huge deficits, a
huge national debt, I believe clearly do
not want taxpayer dollars being used
for this kind of a purpose.

The gentleman from Alabama [Mr.
CALLAHAN] has come up with a very
reasonable approach. He is saying that
we can continue to give these organiza-
tions money but that the ones that are
actively out there promoting abortion,
particularly the forced abortion like
we have in China, which I would imag-
ine 99 percent of Americans find rep-
rehensible, and it is amazing that this
administration would want to pump
money into those kinds of organiza-
tions. It is saying that we will not do
that unless the authorizing committee
actually authorizes this.

Now our colleagues on the other side
of the aisle who like to put money into
these kinds of programs know that
they can never get authorizing lan-
guage for something like this, so they
are going to fight this tooth and nail,
but I think it is a very reasonable ap-
proach in the part of the committee,
the subcommittee chairman. I applaud
him for coming up with this solution to
the problem.

We need to get this bill through. I
support the bill. I support all my col-
leagues who would stand up and rise in
support of this bill, and it is a good so-
lution to the problem.

Mr. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from Con-
necticut [Mrs. KENNELLY].

Mrs. KENNELLY. Mr. Speaker, this
is unfortunate that this debate has
gone along these lines with linkages
that should not be made. We should not
be discussing family planning dash
abortion. This is a family planning
issue. And we are talking about no
international funds can be appro-
priated to any international societies
unless an authorization bill is passed.
Well, we have not had an authorization
bill for a number of years, and if my
colleagues want this amendment
passed, it should be attached to the au-
thorization bill.

But this is unfortunate, that we have
to be doing this, because for years and
years people around this world under-
stood that the way to deal with popu-
lation problems, health problems, chil-
dren who are born into families where
they are not wanted, is through family
planning, and to do this today means
we do not realize that family planning
works, and eliminating this aid would
hurt countless families throughout the
world and increase the number of unin-
tended pregnancies.

We do not want abortions; we want
pregnancies not to happen. Countless
women around this world have no ac-
cess to health care screening and do
not have information on how to plan a

family, how to avoid an unwanted preg-
nancy. Denying U.S. funds for these
services does not make sense. It is an
arbitrary denial, dealing with some-
thing that we all, as world citizens,
should be dealing with.

Mr. Speaker, right here I have a
statement of the administration’s pol-
icy. We are all trying to deal with leg-
islation, we all know we should be
going forward and not getting into
these kinds of discussions, and the ad-
ministration says:

If the previous House-passed language on
population contained in section 518 and the
substitute language were dropped, the Sec-
retary of State would recommend that the
President sign the bill.

One more problem eliminated, and
we could go for it. We really should not
be debating the way we are today. We
should just be getting on with the busi-
ness of the House.

Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Maryland [Mrs. MORELLA].

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in opposition to the Callahan motion.
This motion is worse than the original
amendment—it would prohibit any
funding for family planning until the
foreign aid authorization bill is ap-
proved—legislation which historically
has not been enacted into law. Thus,
this motion effectively kills all family
planning funding for the rest of this
fiscal year.

One point must be reiterated in this
debate—this amendment attempts to
address a nonissue—foreign aid dollars
do not currently pay for any abortions
and never have. For 20 years, foreign
aid policy and law has clearly stated
that U.S. funds cannot be used to pay
for abortion services or to lobby on the
issue.

What this amendment does do is kill
family planning programs—resulting in
more abortions.

Mr. Speaker, this foreign aid bill al-
ready includes drastic cuts in funding
for population assistance overseas. The
Callahan motion will further endanger
women’s health and will deny women
and couples access to family planning
information. It will increase, not re-
duce, abortions.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in opposing this motion.

Mr. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Texas [Ms. JACKSON-LEE].

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
am not here to call anyone any names.
I think this is a debate that really is
for world health. Family planning is
good health. It is good for the world’s
families. It is instructive that over the
years this type of family planning has
saved more lives, and it has done so be-
cause the world’s women and families
have been eligible for family planning
education. It is good health.

Mr. Speaker, we do not need to en-
courage these misstatements that have
been offered about the facts that fam-
ily planning is promoting abortion and
forced abortions in China. Mr. Speaker,
I have gone on record saying that the
atrocities in China should not be toler-
ated. None of us are accepting of that.

But with this legislation, it would be
illegal to appropriate funds for inter-
national family planning programs.
That is all, that is the bottom line, of
what their policy does help implement
world family planning.

Organizations like International
Planned Parenthood offer health care
screening and information on family
planning. Denying funds to organiza-
tions like International Planned Par-
enthood is nonsensical. This language
would implement an international gag
rule. The people that would be suffer-
ing would be millions of women and
families across this world. One million
women die each year as a result of re-
productive health problems.

I started out saying this is a health
bill, we want to support family plan-
ning because it is good health. This de-
bate has nothing to do with abortion
and current law which, as we all know,
prohibits for the last 20 years the use
of U.S. funds for abortion. It is time to
err on the side of families, women, and
good health.

Defeat this legislation. We want to
keep what the law says, good health,
good family planning, and support for
our world’s family of women and our
world’s families. In this season of car-
ing and giving, Mr. Speaker, can we do
any less?

Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to this mo-
tion which would eliminate all funding for inter-
national family planning organizations. This
motion exempts family planning programs
from the waiver in the bill that permits appro-
priations for foreign aid programs without pas-
sage of the foreign aid authorization bill, a bill
that has not been passed in 12 years.

In other words, it would be illegal to appro-
priate funds for international family planning
programs—and only international family pro-
grams—until the passage of the stalled foreign
aid authorization bill. This new tactic by my
antifamily colleagues is even more drastic
than the restrictions they have been attempt-
ing to impose on the bill. This new approach
will effectively kill the international family plan-
ning programs at issue by denying them fund-
ing.

Organizations like International Planned
Parenthood offer basic health care screening
and information on family planning. Denying
funds to organizations like International
Planned Parenthood is nonsensical. This lan-
guage would implement an international gag
rule.

With the world’s population growing at an
unprecedented rate, one of the most important
forms of aid that we provide to other countries
is family planning assistance. As a world lead-
er, the United States must work to reduce the
complications of pregnancy, childbirth, and un-
safe abortions, which are the leading killers of
women of reproductive age throughout the
Third World. One million women die each year
as a result of reproductive health problems.
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But this debate has nothing to do with abor-

tion itself. Current law prohibits—and has for
20 years—the use of U.S. funds for abortion.
Foreign aid policy and law clearly states that
U.S. funds may not be used to pay for abor-
tion procedures or to lobby on the issue.

Thus, the proposed motion would simply
eliminate funding for legal, and essential,
health and family planning services—not abor-
tion. Legitimate and effective international
health organizations would be prohibited from
providing valuable and desperately needed
family planning information to women around
the globe. I urge my colleagues to defeat this
dangerous motion.

Mr. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from California [Ms.
PELOSI].
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Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding time to me,
and for the gentleman’s leadership on
this issue.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in complete re-
spect, as our chairman knows, for his
leadership on our Foreign Operations
Subcommittee. As a member of that
subcommittee, I have seen him shep-
herd our bill through many storms. We
have this one remaining obstacle.

As Members know, we have gone
back and forth and back and forth on
the issue of family planning in this
bill. Frankly, I do not see any reason
for us to have to go through this, be-
cause this controversy is based on a
false premise, the premise that $1 in
this bill would be spent to fund abor-
tions. That funding is not allowed by
U.S. law, and we do not need any lan-
guage to further prohibit it.

Let us all say that we all agree in
this Congress that we abhor, we abhor
the family planning methods used in
China. I mention that issue because I
see my colleague, the gentleman from
New Jersey, rising, and I know that
issue is a bone of contention in this
bill, but shouldn’t be in this Congress.
We all agree that it is a gross violation
of human rights for the women, indeed,
for the families, the people of China, to
have to be subjected to China’s family
planning methods. The practices are
atrocious and I will not go into them,
except to say that no funding from this
bill supports the China program.

With that in mind, Mr. Speaker, that
first, none of the funds would be used
for abortion, and second, that none of
the funds will be used to support the
family planning program which we all
abhor in China, the question arises:
Why are we holding the poorest of the
poor people in the world who depend on
family planning funds that are pro-
vided in this bill hostage to the Chi-
nese regime’s policy.

Mr. Speaker, I call this, with all due
respect to my colleague, the gentleman
from Albama [Mr. CALLAHAN], our dis-
tinguished chairman, the make mat-
ters worse amendment. We had a situa-
tion which was a challenge to us about
funding for family planning. We have
been fighting that fight. Many people

who support family planning but do
not support every medical option avail-
able to women to terminate a preg-
nancy support us in oposition to this
rule. I am very pleased that staunch
anti-choice Members, and I do not say
that as a badge of honor, oppose this
amendment. The gentleman from Ohio,
TONY HALL, and I have been on oppo-
site sides of the choice issue, and he
voted against the rule on this bill be-
cause of the restrictions it places on
family planning. Restrictions that are
not per se in the bill, but restrictions
which are by way of procedure. If we do
not get the funding through this bill
now and if we have to wait for an au-
thorization at the end of the session, as
we are, waiting to go out for the holi-
days, what will happen to the family
planning funds that are so desperately
needed so very soon for so many people
in the world?

That is why I call this the make mat-
ters worse amendment. It tries to re-
solve a conflict that I do not think
should be there in the first place, be-
cause we all agree that China’s policy
is abhorrent and none of our funds
should go to it. And because we all
know that there is no funding for abor-
tion allowed under United States law.
So why can we not come to a sensible
conclusion which enables as to fund
family planning?

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Chair-
man, will the gentlewoman yield?

Ms. PELOSI. I am pleased to yield to
my colleague, the gentleman from New
Jersey [Mr. SMITH], because although
we differ on the issue of choice, he has
been a champion on funding for child
survival issues and the like; but as a
tactic, I think the way that the chair-
man has decided to proceed on this will
present huge obstacles to getting our
family planning money out there when
it is needed.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman for
yielding. We do work together on a
number of other issues, but unfortu-
nately, on this one we have a dif-
ference.

Let me reiterate, and make this so
very clear to everyone who may be lis-
tening to this debate, that we will pro-
vide family planning funds, as we did
during the Reagan and Bush years
when we provided in excess of 40 per-
cent of all the subsidies globally for
family planning, but we did it in a way
that did not promote or perform abor-
tions. That is the key.

Ms. PELOSI. Reclaiming my time
and in conclusion, Mr. Speaker, let me
say, if Members abhor abortion, as we
all do, they should support family plan-
ning and vote against this amendment.

Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
the balance of my time to the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. DORNAN].

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GOODLATTE). The gentleman from Cali-
fornia [Mr. DORNAN] is recognized for 3
minutes.

Mr. VOLKMER. Mr. Chairman, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. DORNAN. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Missouri [Mr. VOLKMER],
the conscience of the minority party,
who is pro-family, pro-defense, and pro-
second amendment.

Mr. VOLKMER. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to announce that I rise in favor of
the motion of the gentleman from Ala-
bama, in strong support of it, and I
urge the House to adopt this motion.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I hope as
Missouri goes, so goes the House.

Mr. Speaker, I also rise in support of
what the gentleman from Alabama
[Mr. CALLAHAN] is trying to do, and
with great respect for human rights
voices like the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia [Ms. PELOSI], on the other side of
the aisle, and to try and clarify here
for the 1,300,000 audience that watches
this on C–SPAN that would think we
are debating two different issues here
today. Everybody suddenly gets up and
says they are all against abortion.

Now, a gentleman on the minority
side from Illinois held up a penny, so I
will hold up a penny. All pennies today
are Lincoln pennies. Lincoln, our
greatest President from the State of
the gentlemen from Illinois, Mr. HYDE
and Mr. DURBIN, finally came to realize
that the greatest evil in our country
since its founding was slavery. We now
have great religious leaders all over
the world talking about the culture of
death in the womb, of the elderly, of
the infirm, of the physically chal-
lenged.

Since our country first met with the
House of Representatives 206 years and
9 months ago, two enormous evils have
confronted us: slavery and the taking
of innocent life through abortion.
There is a benchmark in this House as
of November 1: 139 people a few on my
side of the aisle, stood up and said that
execution-style coup de grace to the
base of the skull, removing the brains,
partial birth abortion, was OK. Those
in the medical profession that do noth-
ing but abort, nothing but abort, and in
the other Chamber one of our lady Sen-
ators objected to us calling them abor-
tionists instead of doctors. If that is all
they do, they are not doctors in this
Member’s eyes, they are abortionists.
So we start with a benchmark of 139
who find even a coup-de-grace abortion
OK.

Now we have this group that stands
up and says: ‘‘I am against abortion,
but do not listen to the pro-lifers on
this side or that side of the aisle.’’
Money is fungible, down to a penny. If
we free up money with all sorts of U.S.
restrictions and we know they are not
going to be obeyed, then it is going to
drive abortion and the political under-
mining of the laws, and the majority of
the 185 nations in the U.N., over 100,
will have their laws undermined by
these people who are driven almost as
a religious conviction about abortion.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. James Timothy
McMahon, who with Dr. Haskell
worked out partial birth abortion, is
buried near my parents in Holy Cross
Cemetery in Culver City. I visited that
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cemetery Sunday. He renounced his
whole life to abortion. Money is fun-
gible, listen to the pro-lifers.

Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Speaker, I wish to com-
mend my colleagues on the Foreign Oper-
ations Appropriations Subcommittee for their
work on this year’s Foreign Operations Appro-
priations Act (H.R. 2666). On balance, H.R.
2666 moves us in the right direction as we
seek to come to grips with the role of the Unit-
ed States in the post-cold war world.

However, I rise to express my opposition to
a specific provision adopted by the conference
that would impose a moratorium on the use of
antipersonnel landmines by the U.S. military.

This provision does nothing to address the
problem that led to its adoption—namely, the
tens of thousands of unexploded non-self-de-
structing landmines that are taking a tragic toll
on civilian noncombatants around the world.
Instead, it unilaterally bars the United States
from using a legitimate weapon in combat for
defensive purposes while other nations are not
similarly restricted.

Even the administration, which has made a
global ban on the use of antipersonnel land-
mines one of its foreign policy objectives, is
vigorously opposed to this moratorium. No
less an authority than the Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Shalikashvili,
has noted that ‘‘antipersonnel landmines will
be required by U.S. forces for safe defense in
the foreseeable future’’ and that a prohibition
on their use would place American forces at
risk.

General Shalikashvili expressed his con-
cerns in a letter to me on September 12. I find
his arguments logical and persuasive, and re-
quest at this point that a copy of his letter be
inserted in the RECORD.

Landmines are an integral part of current
U.S. war-fighting doctrine and an important
economy of force multiplier. They played a
critical role in defending our troops during the
decisive final stage of the Persian Gulf war by
protecting General Schwartzkopf’s forces as
they closed in to defeat Saddam Hussein’s
army deep within Iraqi territory.

The U.S. military uses antipersonnel land-
mines in strict accordance with the inter-
national laws of armed conflict. This morato-
rium would place unreasonable and unprece-
dented restrictions on the use of a lawful
weapon.

Other countries, most notably China and
Russia, have made it clear that they consider
landmines to be an integral part of their overall
military posture, and have refused to fore-
swear their use.

In summary, a unilateral moratorium on anti-
personnel landmines use by the United States
will diminish the U.S. ability to conduct ground
combat operations. It would put our soldiers at
greater risk and require increased expendi-
tures to maintain an equivalent level of battle-
field protection. The potential cost of this mor-
atorium is likely to be measured not only in
dollars, but in American soldiers’ lives.

We should all oppose this moratorium, and
should instead continue to ensure that we pro-
vide our fighting men and women in uniform
the tools they need to accomplish the mis-
sions they are called upon to perform.
THE CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF,

Washington, DC, September 12, 1995.
Hon. FLOYD SPENCE,
Chairman, Committee on National Security,

House of Representatives, Washington, DC.
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I solicit your support

on the topic of landmines during the forth-

coming FY96 Authorization Bill Conference.
The proposed legislation in the Senate bill
would ban use of anti-personnel landmines
by US forces except in narrowly defined sce-
narios. I have significant concerns because,
as written, American personnel would be
placed at risk.

The proposed legislation, beginning 3 years
after enactment, would prohibit the use for 1
year of anti-personnel landmines by US
forces, except in marked and guarded mine-
fields along internationally recognized na-
tional borders and demilitarized zones.

The legislation would effectively prohibit
the use of all self-destructing mine systems
because they employ a combination of anti-
tank and anti-personnel mines. Self de-
structing anti-personnel mines represent ap-
proximately 65 percent of the US total anti-
personnel mine inventory. Mines were an in-
dispensable component of the coalition’s
ability to conduct the maneuver warfare
that made such an important contribution to
victory in DESERT STORM. Significantly,
mines secured the right flank of General
Schwarzkopf’s ground offensive in western
Iraq.

I wish to emphasize that mines used by US
Armed Forces self-destruct a short period of
time after emplacement with a high degree
of reliability and do not pose a significant
humanitarian problem. Restricting anti-per-
sonnel landmines to ‘‘internationally recog-
nized national borders’’ and demilitarized
zones effectively prohibits their use by US
forces in most combat scenarios. Defensive
minefields around sensitive military instal-
lations such as Naval Station Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, would also be precluded. US
forces are heavily dependent upon such
minefields for security.

The US military strongly opposes the ille-
gal and irresponsible use of these mines and
is a proponent of humanitarian demining ac-
tivities to alleviate suffering caused by
them. However, anti-personnel landmines
will be required by US forces for safe defense
in the foreseeable future. Congress and the
American people expect us to fight and win
conflicts with minimum casualties. That
goal requires the retention of the capabili-
ties provided by the advanced, self-destruct-
ing mine systems which would be prohibited
under the proposed legislation.

While I wholeheartedly support US leader-
ship in the long-term goal of anti-personnel
landmine elimination, unilateral actions
which needlessly place our forces at risk now
will not induce good behavior from irrespon-
sible combatants. As practical solutions are
pursued, our priorities must be to maintain
warfighting superiority while concurrently
protecting the safety of US service men and
women. I consider this to be a critical force
protection issue and request your support to
defeat the proposed legislation.

Sincerely,
JOHN M. SHALIKASHVILI,

Chairman.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time

has expired. Pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 296, the previous question is or-
dered.

The question is on the motion offered
by the gentleman from Alabama [Mr.
CALLAHAN].

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Evi-
dently a quorum is not present.

The Sergeant at Arms will notify ab-
sent Members.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 226, nays
201, not voting 5, as follows:

[Roll No. 850]

YEAS—226

Allard
Archer
Armey
Bachus
Baker (CA)
Baker (LA)
Ballenger
Barcia
Barr
Barrett (NE)
Bartlett
Barton
Bateman
Bereuter
Bevill
Bilirakis
Bliley
Boehner
Bonilla
Bono
Brewster
Browder
Brownback
Bryant (TN)
Bunn
Bunning
Burr
Burton
Buyer
Callahan
Calvert
Camp
Canady
Chabot
Chambliss
Chenoweth
Christensen
Chrysler
Clinger
Coble
Coburn
Collins (GA)
Combest
Cooley
Costello
Cox
Crane
Crapo
Cremeans
Cubin
Cunningham
de la Garza
Deal
DeLay
Diaz-Balart
Dickey
Doolittle
Dornan
Doyle
Dreier
Duncan
Ehlers
Ehrlich
Emerson
English
Ensign
Everett
Ewing
Fields (TX)
Flanagan
Forbes
Fox
Frisa
Funderburk
Gallegly
Geren

Gillmor
Goodlatte
Goodling
Goss
Graham
Gutknecht
Hall (TX)
Hamilton
Hancock
Hansen
Hastert
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Heineman
Herger
Hilleary
Hoekstra
Hoke
Holden
Hostettler
Hunter
Hutchinson
Hyde
Inglis
Istook
Jacobs
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Kanjorski
Kasich
Kildee
Kim
King
Kingston
Klink
Knollenberg
LaFalce
LaHood
Largent
Latham
LaTourette
Laughlin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (KY)
Lightfoot
Linder
Lipinski
Livingston
LoBiondo
Lucas
Manton
Manzullo
Mascara
McCollum
McCrery
McDade
McHugh
McIntosh
McKeon
McNulty
Metcalf
Mica
Miller (FL)
Mollohan
Montgomery
Moorhead
Murtha
Myers
Myrick
Neumann
Ney
Norwood
Nussle
Oberstar

Ortiz
Orton
Oxley
Packard
Parker
Paxon
Peterson (MN)
Petri
Pombo
Portman
Poshard
Quillen
Quinn
Radanovich
Rahall
Regula
Riggs
Roberts
Roemer
Rogers
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Roth
Royce
Rush
Salmon
Sanford
Saxton
Scarborough
Schaefer
Seastrand
Sensenbrenner
Shadegg
Shaw
Shuster
Skeen
Skelton
Smith (MI)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Solomon
Souder
Spence
Stearns
Stenholm
Stockman
Stump
Stupak
Talent
Tanner
Tate
Tauzin
Taylor (MS)
Taylor (NC)
Tejeda
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Traficant
Volkmer
Vucanovich
Waldholtz
Walker
Walsh
Wamp
Watts (OK)
Weldon (FL)
Weldon (PA)
Weller
Whitfield
Wicker
Wolf
Young (AK)
Young (FL)
Zeliff

NAYS—201

Abercrombie
Ackerman
Andrews
Baesler
Baldacci
Barrett (WI)
Bass
Becerra
Beilenson
Bentsen
Berman

Bilbray
Bishop
Blute
Boehlert
Bonior
Borski
Boucher
Brown (CA)
Brown (FL)
Bryant (TX)
Cardin

Castle
Chapman
Clay
Clayton
Clement
Clyburn
Coleman
Collins (IL)
Collins (MI)
Condit
Conyers
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Coyne
Cramer
Danner
Davis
DeFazio
DeLauro
Dellums
Deutsch
Dicks
Dingell
Dixon
Doggett
Dooley
Dunn
Durbin
Edwards
Engel
Eshoo
Evans
Farr
Fattah
Fawell
Fazio
Fields (LA)
Filner
Flake
Foglietta
Foley
Ford
Fowler
Frank (MA)
Franks (CT)
Franks (NJ)
Frelinghuysen
Frost
Furse
Ganske
Gejdenson
Gekas
Gephardt
Gibbons
Gilchrest
Gilman
Gonzalez
Gordon
Green
Greenwood
Gunderson
Gutierrez
Hall (OH)
Harman
Hastings (FL)
Hefner
Hilliard
Hinchey
Hobson

Horn
Houghton
Hoyer
Jackson-Lee
Jefferson
Johnson (CT)
Johnson (SD)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnston
Kaptur
Kelly
Kennedy (MA)
Kennedy (RI)
Kennelly
Kleczka
Klug
Kolbe
Lantos
Lazio
Leach
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Lincoln
Lofgren
Longley
Lowey
Luther
Maloney
Markey
Martinez
Martini
Matsui
McCarthy
McDermott
McHale
McKinney
Meehan
Meek
Menendez
Meyers
Miller (CA)
Minge
Mink
Moakley
Molinari
Moran
Morella
Nadler
Neal
Nethercutt
Obey
Olver
Owens
Pallone
Pastor
Payne (NJ)

Payne (VA)
Pelosi
Peterson (FL)
Pickett
Pomeroy
Porter
Pryce
Ramstad
Rangel
Reed
Richardson
Rivers
Rose
Roukema
Roybal-Allard
Sabo
Sanders
Sawyer
Schiff
Schroeder
Schumer
Scott
Serrano
Shays
Sisisky
Skaggs
Slaughter
Smith (TX)
Spratt
Stark
Stokes
Studds
Thomas
Thompson
Thornton
Thurman
Torkildsen
Torres
Torricelli
Towns
Upton
Vento
Visclosky
Ward
Waters
Watt (NC)
Waxman
White
Williams
Wilson
Wise
Woolsey
Wyden
Wynn
Yates
Zimmer

NOT VOTING—5

Brown (OH)
McInnis

Mfume
Tucker

Velazquez

b 1243

The Clerk announced the following
pair:

On this vote:
Mr. McInnis for, with Mr. Brown of Ohio

against.

Mr. LAZIO of New York and Ms.
DUNN of Washington changed their
vote from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’

Mr. EWING and Mr. KILDEE changed
their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’

So the motion was agreed to.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING
POINTS OF ORDER AGAINST
FURTHER CONFERENCE REPORT
ON H.R. 1977, DEPARTMENT OF
THE INTERIOR AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 1996

Mrs. WALDHOLTZ, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 104–403) on the
resolution (H. Res. 301) waiving points
of order against the further conference

report to accompany the bill (H.R. 1977)
making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of the Interior and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Septem-
ber 30, 1996, and for other purposes,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.
f

REPORT ON FARMINGTON RIVER
PURSUANT TO WILD AND SCENIC
RIVERS ACT—MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

LAHOOD) laid before the House the fol-
lowing message from the President of
the United States; which was read and,
together with the accompanying pa-
pers, without objection, referred to the
Committee on Resources:

To the Congress of the United States:
I take pleasure in transmitting the

enclosed report for the Farmington
River in the States of Massachusetts
and Connecticut. The report and my
recommendations are in response to
the provisions of the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act, Public Law 90–542, as
amended. The Farmington River Study
was authorized by Public Law 99–590.

The study was conducted by the Na-
tional Park Service, with invaluable
assistance from a congressionally man-
dated study committee. The National
Park Service determined that the 11-
mile study segment in Massachusetts
and the 14-mile study segment in Con-
necticut were eligible for designation
based upon their free-flowing character
and recreational, fish, wildlife and his-
toric values.

The 14-mile Connecticut segment of
the river has already been designated
as a Wild and Scenic River pursuant to
Public Law 103–313, August 26, 1994. The
purpose of this transmittal is to inform
the Congress that, although eligible for
designation, I do not recommend that
the Massachusetts segment be des-
ignated at this time due to lack of sup-
port by the towns adjoining it. If at
some future date the towns should
change their position and the river has
retained its present characteristics,
the Congress could reconsider the
issue. Also, for 3 years from the date of
this transmittal, the Massachusetts
segment will remain subject to section
7(b) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.
Section 7(b) prohibits licensing of
projects by the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission and Federal or fed-
erally assisted water resource develop-
ment projects that would have a direct
and adverse effect on the values for
which the river might be designated.
Finally, the report includes the Upper
Farmington River Management Plan
that is referenced in Public Law 103–313
as the plan by which the designated
river will be managed.

The plan demonstrated a true part-
nership effort of the type that we be-
lieve will be increasingly necessary if
we are to have affordable protection of
our environment in the future.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE HOUSE, December 13, 1995.
f

b 1245

WAIVING THE PROVISIONS OF
CLAUSE 4(b) OF HOUSE RULE XI
AGAINST CONSIDERATION OF
CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS RE-
PORTED FROM THE COMMITTEE
ON RULES

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 297 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 297

Resolved, That the requirement of clause
4(b) of rule XI for a two-thirds vote to con-
sider a report from the Committee on Rules
on the same day it is presented to the House
is waived with respect to any resolution re-
ported from that committee for the remain-
der of the first session of the One Hundred
Fourth congress providing the territory of
the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, any
amendment thereto, any conference report
thereon, or any amendment reported in dis-
agreement from a conference thereon.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). The gentleman from New
York [Mr. SOLOMON] is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr Speaker, for the
purposes of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Massachusetts [Mr. MOAKLEY], I
know he is going to support this rule
which will get all of our Members home
by Christmas, pending which I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, during the consider-
ation of the resolution, all time yield-
ed, of course, is for debate only.

Mr. Speaker, this rule is similar to
rules we granted prior to the Thanks-
giving recess for the consideration of
general appropriations bills, continu-
ing appropriations resolutions, the
debt limit bill, and the Balance Budget
Act.

In this instance, we would be waiving
clause 4(b) of rule XI, which requires a
two-thirds vote for the same day con-
sideration of special rules reported
from this committee, for rules that
deal with bills, resolutions, amend-
ments, and conference reports dealing
with five separate matters:

First, general appropriations bills;
second, continuing appropriations
measures; third, debt limit measures;
fourth, the Balanced Budget Act; and
fifth, measures relating to United
States troops in Bosnia.

At the request of the minority lead-
ership, we have dropped two provisions
from an earlier draft that would have
waived the layover requirement for all
conference reports and created special
suspension days on days other than
Mondays and Tuesdays.

As Members may be aware, there is
already a standing House rule that per-
mits the same day consideration of spe-
cial rules for any matter during the
last 3 days of a session. But that rule is
not activated until we have adopted a
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sine die adjournment resolution since
that is the only way we can determine
with certainly which are the final days
of a session.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to refer to
this rule as the ‘‘family friendly, holi-
day get-away rule’’ since we are at-
tempting to expedite the business of
this House so that Members can return
as soon as possible to their districts
and families for their holiday celebra-
tions.

We still have several appropriations
matters to complete action on as well
as the Balanced Budget Act which is
now the subject of negotiations be-
tween the Congress and the White
House.

The expedited consideration of a pos-
sible rule relating to the deployment of
United States troops in Bosnia was in-
cluded in this rule. We anticipate
bringing such a rule to the floor today
that will make in order up to three
measures on Bosnia. This rule permits
those measures to be considered today.

The Senate is considering three dif-
ferent measures as well today. It is im-
portant that both Houses act today
since tomorrow is the signing of the
Paris peace agreement in Paris.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I want to point
out that the minority on the Rules
Committee expressed the hope that
there would be ample time available to
see any emergency matters that we do
the same-day rules on so that Members
can study them before voting—both on
the rules and the bills they make in
order. We think that is a reasonable re-
quest and will do all in our power to
see that this emergency authority is
not abused.

With that assurance, Mr. Speaker,
this rule was adopted by unanimous
voice vote in the Rules Committee. I
urge that the House follow suit by
adopting this rule to permit us to get
on with out business in an expeditious
fashion.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MOAKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague
from New York for yielding me the cus-
tomary half hour and I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in reluctant oppo-
sition to this rule.

I am sorry we have to do this rule in
the first place. I am sorry my Repub-
lican colleagues have not finished the
appropriations bills. I am sorry that
they spent so much time on the con-
tract on America instead of on the
business of the House that the Federal
Government actually shut down for 6
days.

But as Walter Cronkite used to say,
‘‘That’s the way it is.’’ It is the middle
of December and five appropriations
bills still have not even gotten to the
President.

Those appropriations bills are prob-
ably Congress’ most serious respon-
sibility and I am certainly willing to
help my Republican colleagues get

them done. But Mr. Speaker, this rule
is far too dangerous in fact it is al-
ready being misused.

I have just been told that the Rules
Committee will be meeting this after-
noon to consider a very serious, very
far-reaching profound Bosnia resolu-
tion that very few people have seen.

Mr. Speaker, we are talking about
American lives. We are talking about
American national security. We are
talking about an awesome responsibil-
ity, the responsibility to authorize the
President to commit our troops to the
peacekeeping effort in Bosnia. This re-
sponsibility absolutely must be borne
with the gravity and solemn consider-
ation it deserves.

But, Mr. Speaker, the legislation
that Members will be asked to vote on,
later today, legislation to give the
President this authority, has just been
written. Mr. Speaker, that is abso-
lutely inexcusable.

And, Mr. Speaker, to make matters
worse, the reason we are doing this
rule is simply because my Republican
colleagues are disastrously behind in
the appropriations cycle. This work
needs to get done and it needs to get
done now. In fact it needed to get done
3 months ago. But not at this price.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
oppose this dangerous rule. For mat-
ters of this importance, thoughtful, re-
sponsible legislating should take prece-
dence over speed.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, I urge
Members to come over and vote for this
very fair rule.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time and I move the previous
question on the resolution.

The previous question was ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

question is on the resolution.
The question was taken; and the

Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. MOAKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present, and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Evi-
dently a quorum is not present.

The Sergeant at Arms will notify ab-
sent Members.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 230, nays
186, not voting 16, as follows:

[Roll No. 851]

YEAS—230

Allard
Archer
Armey
Bachus
Baker (CA)
Baker (LA)
Barr
Barrett (NE)
Bartlett
Barton
Bass
Bateman
Bereuter
Bilbray

Bilirakis
Bliley
Blute
Boehlert
Boehner
Bonilla
Brownback
Bryant (TN)
Bunn
Bunning
Burr
Burton
Buyer
Callahan

Calvert
Camp
Canady
Castle
Chabot
Chambliss
Chenoweth
Christensen
Chrysler
Clinger
Coble
Coburn
Collins (GA)
Combest

Condit
Cooley
Cox
Crane
Crapo
Cremeans
Cubin
Cunningham
Davis
de la Garza
Deal
DeLay
Diaz-Balart
Dickey
Doolittle
Dornan
Dreier
Duncan
Dunn
Ehlers
Ehrlich
Emerson
English
Ensign
Everett
Ewing
Fawell
Fields (TX)
Flanagan
Foley
Forbes
Fowler
Fox
Franks (CT)
Frelinghuysen
Frisa
Funderburk
Ganske
Gekas
Gilchrest
Gillmor
Gilman
Goodlatte
Goodling
Gordon
Goss
Graham
Greenwood
Gunderson
Gutknecht
Hall (TX)
Hancock
Hansen
Hastert
Hastings (WA)
Hayworth
Hefley
Heineman
Herger
Hilleary
Hobson
Hoekstra
Hoke

Horn
Houghton
Hunter
Hutchinson
Hyde
Inglis
Istook
Johnson (CT)
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Kasich
Kelly
Kim
King
Kingston
Klug
Knollenberg
Kolbe
LaHood
Largent
Latham
LaTourette
Laughlin
Lazio
Leach
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (KY)
Lightfoot
Linder
Livingston
LoBiondo
Longley
Lucas
Manzullo
Martini
McCollum
McCrery
McDade
McHugh
McIntosh
McKeon
Metcalf
Meyers
Mica
Miller (FL)
Molinari
Montgomery
Moorhead
Morella
Myers
Myrick
Nethercutt
Neumann
Ney
Norwood
Nussle
Oxley
Packard
Parker
Paxon
Petri
Pombo
Porter

Portman
Pryce
Quillen
Quinn
Radanovich
Ramstad
Regula
Riggs
Roberts
Rogers
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Roth
Roukema
Royce
Salmon
Sanford
Saxton
Scarborough
Schaefer
Seastrand
Sensenbrenner
Shadegg
Shaw
Shays
Shuster
Skeen
Smith (MI)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Solomon
Souder
Spence
Stearns
Stenholm
Stump
Talent
Tate
Tauzin
Taylor (NC)
Thomas
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Torkildsen
Traficant
Upton
Vucanovich
Waldholtz
Walker
Walsh
Wamp
Watts (OK)
Weldon (FL)
Weldon (PA)
Weller
Wicker
Wolf
Young (AK)
Young (FL)
Zeliff
Zimmer

NAYS—186

Abercrombie
Ackerman
Andrews
Baesler
Baldacci
Barcia
Barrett (WI)
Becerra
Beilenson
Bentsen
Berman
Bevill
Bishop
Bonior
Bono
Borski
Boucher
Brewster
Browder
Brown (CA)
Brown (FL)
Bryant (TX)
Cardin
Chapman
Clay
Clayton
Clement
Clyburn
Coleman
Collins (IL)
Collins (MI)
Conyers
Costello
Coyne

Cramer
Danner
DeFazio
DeLauro
Dellums
Deutsch
Dicks
Dingell
Dixon
Doggett
Dooley
Doyle
Durbin
Edwards
Engel
Eshoo
Evans
Farr
Fattah
Fazio
Fields (LA)
Filner
Flake
Foglietta
Ford
Frank (MA)
Frost
Furse
Gejdenson
Gephardt
Geren
Gibbons
Gonzalez
Green

Gutierrez
Hall (OH)
Hamilton
Harman
Hastings (FL)
Hefner
Hilliard
Hinchey
Holden
Hoyer
Jackson-Lee
Jacobs
Jefferson
Johnson (SD)
Johnson, E. B.
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy (MA)
Kennedy (RI)
Kennelly
Kildee
Kleczka
Klink
LaFalce
Lantos
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Lincoln
Lipinski
Lofgren
Lowey
Luther
Maloney
Manton
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Markey
Martinez
Mascara
Matsui
McCarthy
McDermott
McHale
McKinney
McNulty
Meehan
Meek
Menendez
Miller (CA)
Minge
Mink
Moakley
Mollohan
Moran
Murtha
Nadler
Neal
Oberstar
Obey
Olver
Ortiz
Orton
Owens
Pallone

Pastor
Payne (NJ)
Payne (VA)
Pelosi
Peterson (FL)
Peterson (MN)
Pickett
Pomeroy
Poshard
Rahall
Rangel
Reed
Richardson
Rivers
Roemer
Rose
Roybal-Allard
Rush
Sabo
Sanders
Sawyer
Schroeder
Schumer
Scott
Serrano
Sisisky
Skaggs
Skelton

Slaughter
Spratt
Stark
Stokes
Studds
Stupak
Tanner
Taylor (MS)
Tejeda
Thompson
Thornton
Thurman
Torres
Torricelli
Towns
Vento
Visclosky
Volkmer
Ward
Waters
Watt (NC)
Waxman
Williams
Wise
Woolsey
Wyden
Wynn
Yates

NOT VOTING—16

Ballenger
Brown (OH)
Franks (NJ)
Gallegly
Hayes
Hostettler

Johnston
McInnis
Mfume
Schiff
Stockman
Tucker

Velazquez
White
Whitfield
Wilson
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Mr. DIXON and Mr. MCNULTY

changed their vote from ‘‘yea’’ to
‘‘nay.’’

So the resolution was agreed to.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
f

WAIVING POINTS OF ORDER
AGAINST FURTHER CONFERENCE
REPORT ON H.R. 1977, DEPART-
MENT OF THE INTERIOR AND
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 1996
Ms. PRYCE. Mr. Speaker, by direc-

tion of the Committee on Rules and
pursuant to House Resolution 297, I
call up House Resolution 301 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 301
Resolved. That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to consider the fur-
ther conference report to accompany the bill
(H.R. 1977) making appropriations for the De-
partment of the Interior and related agencies
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1996
and for other purposes. All points of order
against the conference report and against its
consideration are waived.

The conference report shall be considered
as read.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). The gentlewoman from Ohio
[Ms. PRYCE] is recognized for 1 hour.

Ms. PRYCE. Mr. Speaker, for pur-
poses of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to my good friend,
the distinguished gentleman from Cali-
fornia [Mr. BEILENSON], pending which
I yield myself such time as I may
consume. During consideration of this
resolution, all time yielded is for pur-
poses of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. PRYCE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may

have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on the
legislation under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is their
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio?

There was no objection.
Ms. PRYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume.
Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to bring to the

floor today this rule providing for the consider-
ation of the further conference report on H.R.
1977, the Department of the Interior and relat-
ed agencies appropriations bill for fiscal year
1996. This is a simple, fair rule which waives
all points of order against the conference re-
port, and against its consideration.

The blanket waiver includes a waiver of
clause 2 of rule XX, as well as a waiver of
clause 3 of rule XXVIII, which will permit the
House to discuss provisions which may ex-
ceed the scope of differences between the
House and the Senate.

Under the normal rules of the House, we
will have one hour of debate on the con-
ference report itself, in addition to the minori-
ty’s traditional right to offer a motion to recom-
mit, with or without instructions.

Mr. Speaker, despite recent press reports to
the contrary, we are making progress toward
completing our work on the thirteen regular
appropriations bills. Seven of the thirteen bills
have thus far been enacted into law, and
passing this bill, and this rule today will bring
us one step closer to our goal of balancing the
Federal budget and avoiding any unnecessary
shutdown of the Federal Government.

Clearly, the task of finishing all of the
spending bills on time has not been easy, and
the Interior appropriations bill is certainly no
exception. Issues related to the development
and stewardship of America’s natural re-
sources often spark great controversy, as we
have seen with regard to mining patents and
the management of national forests with this
particular piece of legislation.

But, under the leadership of my friend and
colleague from Ohio, Mr. REGULA, who is the
distinguished chairman of the Interior Sub-
committee, the conferees have reached a new
a hopefully final agreement on these two very
sensitive issues.

First, the conference report continues the
existing moratorium on issuing mining patents,
and there is no trigger that would cancel the
moratorium. Any repeal would be contained in
separate mining law reform legislation. In addi-
tion, the conference agreement extends the
schedule for processing grandfathered appli-
cations from 2 to 5 years.

Second, with regard to the Tongass Na-
tional Forest, it is my understanding that the
conference agreement actually lowers the an-
nual harvest ceiling in the forest’s current
management plan, and maintains the size of
the current timber base for 2 years.

I would also add, Mr. Speaker, that in re-
sponse to the administration’s request, con-
ferees restored a significant amount of funding
for Indian-related programs. The conference
agreement restores a total of $137 million to
these programs, which is $27 million above
the administration’s request.

Other than these modifications, the con-
ference report is essentially unchanged. It still
provides funding for the core programs and
missions of the agencies covered by this legis-
lation, including funding to operate the Na-

tional Park System and all of our public lands,
and for the health care and education needs
of native Americans.

Overall, total spending in this year’s con-
ference agreement is more than one billion
dollars less than the amount provided in last
year’s legislation. That is the fiscally respon-
sible thing to do, and I commend Chairman
REGULA and members of the Appropriations
Committee for crafting a bill that honors our
commitment to the American people to achiev-
ing meaningful deficit reduction and a limited,
but effective Federal Government.

In closing Mr. Speaker, I believe it is only
fair and proper that we do everything we can
to move the budget and appropriations proc-
ess forward—not only to keep the Government
up and running, but to give future generations
of Americans the kind of financial stability and
economic prosperity that can only come from
a balanced Federal budget.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 301
is the customary rule granted by the Rules
Committee this year for conference reports on
general appropriations bills, and it is entirely
appropriate for this debate. The Rules Com-
mittee reported this rule by unanimous voice
vote earlier today. I urge my colleagues to
adopt the rule and to pass the conference re-
port without any further delay.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BEILENSON. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, we oppose this rule and
the measure it makes in order, the con-
ference report on Interior appropria-
tions for fiscal year 1996. As Members
know, this is the third time this con-
ference report has been brought to the
House floor. Our good friend, the gen-
tleman from Ohio [Mr. REGULA], has
our greatest respect for the difficult
and time-consuming process he has had
to endure from the beginning with this
bill, but unfortunately, this legislation
remains highly objectionable to many
of us. Although the new conference re-
port finally extends the moratorium on
processing new mining patents for the
duration of the fiscal year, as the
House has called for through repeated
votes, it contains questionable provi-
sions for processing some 370 claims
that had reached a certain stage in the
patenting process.

On the other issue the conferees were
specifically directed to address, the
Tongass National Forest, the con-
ference report clearly fails to respond
to the House’s direction. The new pro-
vision would increase timber harvests
from an average 315 million board feet
annually to 418 million board feet,
which is the same amount that would
have occurred under the previous ver-
sion of this legislation.

The rule before us waives all points
of order against the conference report
and against its consideration. One
major reason why the conference re-
port needs such a rule is that it con-
tains numerous violations of clause 2 of
rule XXI, the rule that prohibits legis-
lation, that is, policy matters, in an
appropriations bill. We acknowledge
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that it is very difficult to avoid violat-
ing rule XXI entirely in an appropria-
tions bill, but the Committee on Rules
usually tries, or we did try, at least, in
previous Congresses to minimize the
extent to which appropriations bills
contain policy matters. Not only did
those efforts prevent flagrant intru-
sions on the jurisdiction of the author-
izing committees, but they also kept
appropriations bills from getting
bogged down in disagreements over is-
sues that are unrelated to the amount
of funding being provided to govern-
ment agencies.

This rule, however, sanctions the use
of the appropriations process to make
far-reaching changes in policies gov-
erning the use of our Nation’s re-
sources. It makes it possible for the
House to consider a bill that the Los
Angeles Times has said is ‘‘swollen
with hidden attacks on the public
lands, national parks, and the environ-
ment.’’

Many egregious provisions that were
contained in the original conference re-
port remain in the new version. For ex-
ample, the conference report removes
the Mojave preserve in California from
the protection of the National Park
Service by prohibiting the Park Serv-
ice from spending more than $1 on it in
1996. New report language accompany-
ing the conference report allows the
National Park Service to use a half
million dollars to develop a manage-
ment plan for the east Mohave area
which is an increase over the second
version of the conference report, but
the legislation itself would still shift
authority for the area back to the Bu-
reau of Land Management, whose rules
are much more lenient than are the
Park Service’s on mining, grazing, dirt
biking, and other potentially detrimen-
tal activities.

It prohibits adding new species of
plants and animals to the Endangered
Species Act list, despite clear scientific
evidence that hundreds of species
awaiting listing are headed toward ex-
tinction. It cripples a joint Forest
Service-BLM ecosystem management
project for the Columbia River Basin in
the Northwest, a project that was in-
tended to allow a sustainable flow of
timber from that region. This provision
threatens the protection of salmon and
other critical species and guarantees
continued court battles over logging in
that region. It places a moratorium on
the development of Federal energy effi-
ciency standards, and it delays imple-
mentation of the Interior Department’s
new grazing regulations.

In addition, this latest version adds a
brandnew provision waiving certain en-
vironmental laws to expedite the con-
struction of a telescope and supporting
infrastructure on Mount Graham on
the Coronado National Forest in Ari-
zona, a site that contains rare and val-
uable ecological resources.

In addition to all these troubling pro-
visions, the conference report endan-
gers resource protection by reducing
spending for many critical activities.

The conference report cuts spending on
the Interior Department and related
agencies as a whole by 10 percent from
this year’s level, but within that reduc-
tion are much more severe cuts in
many valuable programs, including
wildlife protection, energy conserva-
tion, land acquisition, support for the
arts and humanities, and support for
native Americans, despite the modest
increase in the new version for that
issue.

Mr. Speaker, these are programs that
do an enormous amount of good for our
Nation for a relatively small sum, and
they ought to be sustained at adequate
levels. These are also programs that
are strongly supported by the Amer-
ican people. I recently sent a survey to
my own constituents asking them to
chose what they would cut from a list
of virtually everything the Federal
Government spends money on.

In response, and there were about
20,000 voters in our area who responded,
and even though they wanted us to cut
spending in many other areas, a full 87
percent, Mr. Speaker, 87 percent of the
respondents opposed cutting spending
on national parks, forests, and wildlife
refuges. Eighty percent opposed cut-
ting spending on environmental protec-
tion, 78 percent opposed cutting energy
conservation and other energy research
programs, and 59 percent opposed cut-
ting Federal support for the arts and
humanities. I have little doubt that if
the same questions were asked almost
anywhere else in the country, the re-
sults would be close to the ones that I
received.

Defenders of these cuts, Mr. Speaker,
say they are necessary to help balance
the budget, but in fact, the $1.4 billion
cut this bill makes from last year’s
level of spending is necessary only in
the sense that the majority’s budget
plan needs it to help pay for the de-
fense appropriations bill’s additional $7
billion in spending that Pentagon offi-
cials themselves say they do not want
or need.
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It is necessary only because the ma-
jority’s budget plan needs it to help
pay for a 7-year, $245 billion tax cut
that the vast majority of Americans
believe should not be provided until the
Federal budget is actually balanced.

The real significance of this legisla-
tion is not its contribution to reducing
the Federal budget deficit but rather
its contribution to the comprehensive
assault on environmental protection
that has been launched by the Repub-
lican leadership in the House. When
this legislation is viewed in the context
of other antienvironmental measures
the House has already passed, its nega-
tive impacts are even more apparent.

This conference report follows House
passage of several so-called regulatory
reform bills, the Contract With Amer-
ica bills that would cripple Federal
regulatory agencies’ ability to imple-
ment and enforce environmental pro-
tection laws.

It follows House passage of the
amendments to the Clean Water Act
that would permit more water pollu-
tion and allow the destruction of more
than half the Nation’s remaining wet-
lands.

It follows enactment of a provision
included in the fiscal 1995 rescission
bill which already has dramatically in-
creased logging in national forests.

It follows House passage of an appro-
priations bill that cuts funding dra-
matically for the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.

It follows House passage of the budg-
et reconciliation bill that would open
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to
oil and gas drilling, and would provide
special deals for industries that want
to use the natural resources that be-
long to all Americans—mining, ranch-
ing, timber, and oil and gas interests—
and special deals for concessionaires in
our national parks.

Mr. Speaker, to repeat, the con-
ference report this rule makes in order
is severely flawed. It fails to provide
the necessary funding and safeguards
for our Nation’s natural resources that
the American people overwhelmingly
want us to provide.

I urge Members to vote ‘‘no’’ on the
rule and ‘‘no’’ on the conference report.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. PRYCE. Mr. Speaker, I continue
to reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BEILENSON. Mr. Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the distinguished gentleman from Mas-
sachusetts [Mr. MOAKLEY], the ranking
member of the Committee on Rules.

Mr. MOAKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from California for
yielding me the time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to
this rule. And, Mr. Speaker, every sin-
gle Member of this House who voted for
a constitutional amendment to balance
the budget should oppose this rule.

Now is the time for Members who
voted to balance the budget, no matter
what the cost no matter how painful,
to show that they mean what they say.
Now is the time for my Republican col-
leagues to show that they can live
within their own budget.

Because, Mr. Speaker, this bill is a
budget buster. This bill will cost $21
million more than my Republican col-
leagues said this country could afford.
It is $21 million over budget and $21
million over the 602b allocation.

Mr. Speaker, I want to state for the
RECORD that never, in the history of
Democratic control of the House did we
waive the 602b requirement on an ap-
propriations conference report. Every
single one of our appropriations con-
ference reports stayed well within its
limits. I wonder why my Republican
colleagues cannot do the same and I
wonder how on Earth they can vote for
this rule.

I urge my colleagues to defeat this
rule. If you voted to balance the budg-
et, now is your chance to do so.

Mr. BEILENSON. Mr. Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
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the distinguished gentleman from Illi-
nois [Mr. YATES], the ranking member
of the Appropriations Subcommittee.

Mr. YATES. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for yielding me the time,
and I want to congratulate him upon a
magnificent and accurate statement of
what this bill contains and why it
should be defeated.

But I rise, Mr. Speaker, to read from
a book review that appeared in the
Washington Post last August on a book
that is entitled ‘‘The Making of a Con-
servative Environmentalist’’:

In 1992, an American-Canadian agency
charged with overseeing the health of the
Great Lakes surprised the White House,
never mind governors in 8 States bordering
the lakes, by making a radical proposal. Con-
vinced that the toxic by-products of chlo-
rine-based industrial compounds were harm-
ing wildlife and perhaps poisoning people,
the panel called for phasing out one of the
basic chemical feedstocks of modern manu-
facturing straight elemental chlorine.

One might assume that the man behind
such a noble gambit was a learned statesman
and veteran environmentalist. Hardly. The
recommendation’s main champion was Gor-
don K. Durnil, the panel’s American chair-
man, a Rush Limbaugh-loving conservative
Republican from Indiana.

Here was a plain, middle-aged guy who
freely admits that before being appointed by
George Bush in 1989 to the International
Joint Commission, a little-known but influ-
ential oversight agency that watches the
Great Lakes—

He had done little. Those last few
words are mine, but I go back to the
quote.

In fact, Mr. Durnil acknowledges in ‘‘The
Making of a Conservative Environmentalist’’
that he possessed absolutely no qualifica-
tions for one of the continent’s senior envi-
ronmental posts, other than having served as
Republican Party chairman in Indiana and
cultivated a close political friendship with
former Vice President Dan Quayle.

How could such a naif advance one of the
single boldest environmental policy ideas of
the 1990s? The answer, we are told, is a sim-
ple tale of personal discovery. A Midwestern
party operative late in life suddenly awakens
to find truth in the popular concern for the
safety of the earth. The message is that
someone as conventional and as conservative
as Mr. Durnil can latch on to one of the
great social transformations of the American
century, then so can every other Republican
in the country.

The fact that they have not, particularly
this year when Republican leaders in the
House and the Senate are desperately trying
to unravel 25 years of environmental regula-
tion, has Mr. Durnil in a gentlemanly lath-
er—

And so forth. It continues.
The reason I read that, of course, Mr.

Speaker, is the fact that Mr. Durnil
would have been very much upset by
the attack that our bill makes upon
the natural resources of our country.

A third more of our ancient forests
are being cut in this bill than were au-
thorized for cutting in the previous
bill. The Indian people have not re-
ceived the kind of funding that they
should have received, in spite of the
fact that additional funds were made
available in the last session of the con-
ference committee. Environmental
damage is being done to our forests, to

our streams, to our parks, to every
other natural resource.

I would urge, Mr. Speaker, that the
rule be defeated, and if the rule is not
defeated, that the bill then be defeated.

Ms. PRYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
distinguished gentleman from Ohio
[Mr. REGULA], the chairman of the sub-
committee.

Mr. YATES. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. REGULA. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Illinois.

Mr. YATES. I might say that Mr.
Durnil could very well come from Ohio
as well as from Indiana.

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, a lot of
conservative environmentalists come
from Ohio.

Mr. YATES. That is true. I wonder
why they are not on the committee.

Mr. REGULA. I think one of them
chairs it.

Mr. Speaker, I am intrigued by the
gentleman from Massachusetts com-
plaining that we are spending too much
money. It is the new math that we
have in Washington, DC, as near as I
can figure out, since this bill is $1.3 bil-
lion less than in 1995. It is about a 10-
percent reduction from 1995 funding. It
is responsive to the movement to a bal-
anced budget.

We have had to make tough deci-
sions, of course. But as I have said pre-
viously, we divided the responsibilities
into three parts: The must-do’s, the
need-to-do’s, and the nice-to-do’s.

The must-do’s we took care of. We
kept the parks at level funding, the
forests at level funding and operations.
The Smithsonian, the National Gal-
lery, the Kennedy Center, the things
that the people enjoy, that they want
to use, are nearly level-funded.

Certainly, in order to save $1.3 bil-
lion, we had to eliminate or substan-
tially downsize some other activities.
But I simply point out again that in
terms of the budget and the deficit re-
duction which I think the American
people very much want to see, this bill
is extremely responsible. I do not think
that in any way it is environmentally
detrimental.

It responds to the motion to recom-
mit. We have made adjustments on the
mining issue of the moratorium. We
have made adjustments on Tongass. All
the parties involved and both sides
worked on the language, and I will ad-
dress that more in the general debate.

On the matter of the Indians, we
have added $50 million, $25 million for
health services, $25 million for tribal
priorities. In fact, this is more than the
administration requested. They wanted
something like $125 million over the
Senate level. We are at about $111 mil-
lion over the Senate level.

So I think we have a very responsible
bill here. I hope that the Members will
support the rule, I hope that the Mem-
bers will support the bill, and that the
administration will sign it.

There are 130,000 employees that are
directly affected by this bill, and what

a great gift we could give them by
passing this excellent, responsible bill
that has been developed with a lot of
give-and-take, so that those 130,000 em-
ployees would know on Friday that
their jobs would be secure, that they
can go out and open the gates to the
parks, to the forests, to the Smithso-
nian, to the fish and wildlife facilities.

If Members are concerned about the
environment, the way to support the
environmental issues is to vote for this
bill so the funding will be available to
these dedicated people who do truly
take care of the environment as they
provide the services in the Department
of the Interior, to the cultural institu-
tions, to the Department of Energy.

I would strongly urge the Members to
support the rule and support the bill. I
think, given the restraints that we had
on the funding levels, that we have
done a responsible job of meeting the
needs of this Nation.

Mr. BEILENSON. Mr. Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the distinguished gentleman from Wis-
consin [Mr. OBEY], the ranking member
of the Committee on Appropriations.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I think
every Member of the House needs to
know that if you vote for this rule
today and if you vote for this bill
today, you will be voting to bust the
budget.

Just a week ago, on December 5, the
gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. LIVING-
STON] filed on behalf of the Committee
on Appropriations the Report on Budg-
et Allocations Between Subcommittees
as required by 602 of the Budget Act.
That act sets the ceiling above which
no appropriation bill may go without
being subjected to being knocked off
the floor by a point of order lodged by
any Member.

Yet 1 week after they did that, and
just a few short days before we are
going to confront the need for a con-
tinuing resolution, or else see the Gov-
ernment shut down because the Speak-
er of the House is still at this point
talking about using the leverage of the
continuing resolution to force settle-
ment of the overall budget issues, in
the long-range budget talks that are
now taking place, after being told that
that is important enough to shut the
Government down to get to a balanced
budget, we are being asked to pass a
proposition here today which busts the
budget.
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The filing by the committee on De-
cember 5 indicated that the ceiling for
spending in this bill would be
$12,213,000,000 in budget authority. The
ceiling reported in this bill, 8 days
later, is $12,234,476,000. That means it is
$21.5 million above the allowable ceil-
ing.

Now, we tried on three different occa-
sions to get the committee to adopt a
different 602 allocation to make room
for additional funding in this and other
bills. We were turned down by the ma-
jority in the committee, and yet today
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we are being asked to put that limita-
tion aside.

I would ask Members of the House on
both sides of the aisle, how many times
do you remember having the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. WALK-
ER] come to the House floor and berate
the then majority Democratic Party
for waiving budget rules when they
brought rules to the floor under which
appropriation bills would be debated?
the answer is time and time and time
again we were told by the gentleman
from Pennsylvania and many others
that we were waiving the Budget Act.
Now, today, we are being asked not
only to waive the Budget Act, but to
waive spending ceilings within that
budget.

If you take a look at the history of
this House on regular appropriation
bills, you will find that it ha been a
rare experience, indeed, when we were
asked on a regular appropriation bill to
waive those ceilings. It just seems to
me that when we are facing a situation
which may lead again to a Government
shutdown, it is a very odd thing, in-
deed, for the committee to ask us to
bust the budget ceiling to the tune of
$21.5 billion. I do not think that is the
orderly way to proceed. A much better
way to proceed would have been to ad-
just those 602 allocations so that we
are behaving as we are supposed to be-
have in a situation like this.

I also make the point this rule will
allow us to proceed to consideration of
a bill which allows for a significant in-
crease in timber cutting in the Tongass
Forest, one of a handful of temperate
rain forests in the entire world, and yet
this bill is going to accelerate that cut-
ting. I do not believe we ought to do
that. I do not think most persons con-
cerned with preserving the environ-
ment think we ought to do that, cer-
tainly not in this appropriation bill.

So I would urge both on environ-
mental grounds and because this bill
breaks the very budget ceilings which
were imposed on us just 8 days ago by
the majority party, I would urge Mem-
bers to vote ‘‘no’’ on the rule.

Ms. PRYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. LIVING-
STON], the distinguished chairman of
the Committee on Appropriations.

(Mr. LIVINGSTON asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I lis-
tened attentively to my friend from
Wisconsin who, throughout this last
year, has been complaining that we
have not been spending enough money
on one program or another, on babies,
on children, on old people, on Indians.
The gentleman from Illinois sitting
over there wants to help the Indians. In
fact, the administration wanted to help
the Indians, too. They wanted at the
outset of the conference $110 million
above the Senate level to help the Indi-
ans.

This bill provides, I think, $137 mil-
lion for the Indians above the Senate

level. This bill provides more than the
administration asked for them, and
still the administration is threatening
to veto it because now they still say
there is not enough money for the Indi-
ans.

The gentleman from Illinois is oppos-
ing it because there is not enough
money for the Indians. The gentleman
from Wisconsin has opposed this bill
because we are not spending enough
money. He is not here arguing against
the bill. He is just saying, well, we
technically exceeded our budget alloca-
tions. Well, we did, in trying to accom-
modate his side, in trying to accommo-
date his administration, and we can
cure the technicality, we can rearrange
the budget allocations. In fact, we are
in the process of working on that, and
that is a technical glitch, and tech-
nically we are in error.

But do not say that we are not spend-
ing enough money and then attack us
because we spent too much money. It
does not make sense. But that is the
position of the gentleman from Wiscon-
sin.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, will the gen-
tleman yield?

Mr. LIVINGSTON. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, that is not
the position of the gentleman from
Wisconsin. The position of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin is that if we
have budget ceilings, we ought to live
by them. But in my view, as you know,
I tried twice or three times in the com-
mittee to try to adjust those ceilings
in the proper way so that we could get
that money from another place. I do
not believe in busting the budget in
order to fund the Interior bill. What I
do believe is bills that are too high
should be brought down to make room
for the spending in this bill. I do not
believe in spending $7 billion more
than the White House asked on the
military budget and then also exceed-
ing the spending authority in this bill.

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Reclaiming my
time, Mr. Speaker, the gentleman
knows the Defense budget has been en-
acted into law. I think it called for
spending about $400 million less than
we spent last year, even though the ad-
ministration wanted $700 million less
than we appropriated, and he still
wanted to send the troops to Bosnia.
But the Defense bill is not before us.

The gentleman is technically correct.
I concede the gentleman’s technical as-
sertion. He is absolutely technically
correct, but substantively we are giv-
ing him more money than he asked for
in the first place. This is a ridiculous
objection.

I urge adoption of the rule.
Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

speak in opposition to the Interior appropria-
tions conference report for fiscal year 1996.
One of the main reasons for my opposition is
the severe cuts to the National Endowment for
the Arts and the National Endowment for the
Humanities. For a modest investment of $162
million, the preservation of our cultural re-
sources outweigh the small cost to the govern-
ment each year.

Recently, this Republican Congress pro-
posed the elimination of Federal funding for
these institutions. The purpose of these agen-
cies is to provide support for arts organiza-
tions. In turn, these groups offer the commu-
nity many activities such as plays, festivals,
and seminars that cannot occur without Fed-
eral assistance. Furthermore, no arts organi-
zations receive grants from the NEA or the
NEH without providing matching funds.

On July 17, the House voted to approve the
fiscal year 1996 Interior appropriations bill
which cut Federal funding to the National En-
dowment for the Arts by 40 percent, leaving
only $99 million. There were three amend-
ments to the bill which would have cut all
funding to the endowment and thus, com-
pletely phase out the agency at the end of this
year. Fortunately, bipartisan efforts defeated
the amendments.

However, in this era of Federal budget con-
straints, every Federal program, whether it is
worthy or not, is subject to cuts. While we
must work toward a balanced budget, we must
not make indiscriminate and arbitrary cuts in
the NEA budget. Recently, Chairman Jane Al-
exander has had to implement a 47 percent
reduction of staff. Because of these reduc-
tions, the number of applications will have to
be significantly cut and viable arts organiza-
tions will be hurt.

During my tenure in the California legisla-
ture, I continually met with business leaders
who supported the arts. I believe that support
for the arts is essential and contributes to our
economic edge. The same hands that mold
clay or play the piano can also program com-
puters and start new businesses. It is our cre-
ativity which must be nurtured from an early
age. We cannot afford to abolish the NEA and
the NEH. It is an investment in our future.

Mr. BEILENSON. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Ms PRYCE. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, I yield back
the balance of my time, and I move the
previous question on the resolution.

The previous question was ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

LAHOOD). The question is on the resolu-
tion.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. BEILENSON. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Evi-
dently a quorum is not present.

The Sergeant at Arms will notify
Members.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 231, nays
188, not voting 13, as follows:

[Roll No. 852]

YEAS—231

Allard
Archer
Armey
Bachus
Baker (CA)
Baker (LA)
Ballenger
Barr
Barrett (NE)
Bartlett

Barton
Bass
Bateman
Bereuter
Bilbray
Bilirakis
Bliley
Blute
Boehlert
Boehner

Bonilla
Bono
Brownback
Bryant (TN)
Bunn
Bunning
Burr
Burton
Callahan
Calvert
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Camp
Canady
Castle
Chabot
Chambliss
Chenoweth
Christensen
Chrysler
Clinger
Coble
Coburn
Collins (GA)
Combest
Cooley
Cox
Crane
Crapo
Cremeans
Cubin
Cunningham
Davis
Deal
DeLay
Diaz-Balart
Doolittle
Dornan
Dreier
Duncan
Dunn
Ehlers
Ehrlich
Emerson
English
Ensign
Everett
Ewing
Fawell
Fields (TX)
Flanagan
Foley
Forbes
Fowler
Fox
Franks (CT)
Franks (NJ)
Frelinghuysen
Frisa
Funderburk
Gallegly
Ganske
Gekas
Gilchrest
Gillmor
Gilman
Goodlatte
Goodling
Gordon
Goss
Graham
Greenwood
Gunderson
Gutknecht
Hancock
Hansen
Hastert
Hastings (WA)
Hayes

Hayworth
Hefley
Heineman
Herger
Hilleary
Hobson
Hoekstra
Hoke
Horn
Hostettler
Houghton
Hunter
Hutchinson
Hyde
Inglis
Istook
Johnson (CT)
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Kasich
Kelly
Kim
King
Kingston
Klug
Knollenberg
Kolbe
LaHood
Largent
Latham
LaTourette
Laughlin
Lazio
Leach
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (KY)
Lightfoot
Linder
Livingston
LoBiondo
Longley
Lucas
Manzullo
Martini
McCollum
McCrery
McDade
McHugh
McIntosh
McKeon
Metcalf
Meyers
Mica
Miller (FL)
Molinari
Moorhead
Morella
Myers
Myrick
Nethercutt
Neumann
Ney
Norwood
Nussle
Oxley
Packard
Parker

Paxon
Petri
Pombo
Porter
Portman
Pryce
Quillen
Quinn
Radanovich
Ramstad
Regula
Riggs
Roberts
Rogers
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Roth
Roukema
Royce
Salmon
Sanford
Saxton
Scarborough
Schaefer
Schiff
Seastrand
Sensenbrenner
Shadegg
Shaw
Shays
Shuster
Skeen
Smith (MI)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Solomon
Souder
Spence
Stearns
Stockman
Stump
Talent
Tate
Taylor (NC)
Thomas
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Torkildsen
Traficant
Upton
Vucanovich
Waldholtz
Walker
Walsh
Wamp
Watts (OK)
Weldon (FL)
Weldon (PA)
Weller
White
Whitfield
Wicker
Wolf
Young (AK)
Young (FL)
Zeliff
Zimmer

NAYS—188

Abercrombie
Ackerman
Andrews
Baesler
Baldacci
Barcia
Barrett (WI)
Becerra
Beilenson
Bentsen
Berman
Bevill
Bishop
Bonior
Borski
Boucher
Browder
Brown (CA)
Brown (FL)
Bryant (TX)
Cardin
Chapman
Clay
Clayton
Clement
Clyburn
Coleman
Collins (IL)
Collins (MI)
Condit

Conyers
Costello
Coyne
Cramer
Danner
de la Garza
DeFazio
DeLauro
Dellums
Deutsch
Dicks
Dingell
Dixon
Doggett
Dooley
Doyle
Durbin
Edwards
Engel
Eshoo
Evans
Farr
Fattah
Fazio
Fields (LA)
Filner
Flake
Foglietta
Ford
Frank (MA)

Frost
Furse
Gejdenson
Gephardt
Geren
Gibbons
Gonzalez
Green
Gutierrez
Hall (OH)
Hall (TX)
Hamilton
Harman
Hastings (FL)
Hefner
Hilliard
Hinchey
Holden
Hoyer
Jackson-Lee
Jacobs
Jefferson
Johnson (SD)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnston
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy (MA)
Kennedy (RI)
Kennelly

Kildee
Kleczka
Klink
LaFalce
Lantos
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Lincoln
Lipinski
Lofgren
Lowey
Luther
Maloney
Manton
Markey
Martinez
Mascara
Matsui
McCarthy
McDermott
McHale
McKinney
McNulty
Meehan
Meek
Miller (CA)
Minge
Mink
Moakley
Mollohan
Montgomery
Moran
Murtha

Nadler
Neal
Oberstar
Obey
Olver
Ortiz
Orton
Owens
Pallone
Pastor
Payne (NJ)
Payne (VA)
Pelosi
Peterson (FL)
Peterson (MN)
Pickett
Pomeroy
Poshard
Rahall
Rangel
Reed
Richardson
Rivers
Roemer
Rose
Roybal-Allard
Rush
Sabo
Sanders
Sawyer
Schroeder
Schumer
Scott

Serrano
Skaggs
Skelton
Slaughter
Spratt
Stark
Stenholm
Stokes
Studds
Stupak
Tanner
Taylor (MS)
Tejeda
Thompson
Thornton
Thurman
Torres
Torricelli
Towns
Vento
Visclosky
Volkmer
Ward
Waters
Watt (NC)
Waxman
Williams
Wise
Woolsey
Wyden
Wynn
Yates

NOT VOTING—13

Brewster
Brown (OH)
Buyer
Dickey
McInnis

Menendez
Mfume
Sisisky
Smith (NJ)
Tauzin

Tucker
Velazquez
Wilson

b 1413

Mr. ORTIZ changed his vote from
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’

So the resolution was agreed to.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PROVID-
ING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1745, UTAH PUBLIC LANDS
MANAGEMENT ACT OF 1995

Ms. PRYCE, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 104–404) on the resolution (H.
Res. 303) providing for the consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 1745) to designate
certain public lands in the State of
Utah as wilderness, and for other pur-
poses, which was referred to the House
Calendar and ordered to be printed.
f

b 1415

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1977,
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 1996

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Resolution 301, I call up the
conference report on the bill (H.R. 1977)
making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of the Interior and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Septem-
ber 30, 1996, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

LAHOOD). Pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 301, the conference report is con-
sidered as having been read.

(For conference report and state-
ment, see proceedings of the House of
December 12, 1995 at page H14288.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Ohio [Mr. REGULA] will be
recognized for 30 minutes, and the gen-
tleman from Illinois [Mr. YATES] will
be recognized for 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio [Mr. REGULA].

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.
Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield

myself such time as I may consume.
Mr. Speaker and my colleagues, this

is the conference report on Interior. As
my colleagues know, it was recommit-
ted once on the question of the morato-
rium on mining, and the second time
on the mining issue and also on the
Tongass timber program.

Mr. Speaker, the questions on mining
and the Tongass, I will address, but let
me say at the outset I think what we
have is a very fair bill. For example, we
had dozens and dozens of requests from
Members for various things that might
impact in their districts, and the num-
ber on the Democratic side that we re-
sponded to is actually a few more than
on the Republican side. We made an ef-
fort to respond on the merits of the is-
sues without regard to partisanship,
and I would hope that my colleagues on
the minority side would support this
legislation. I think likewise that the
majority Members should do the same,
and I think, as I explain what we made
in the way of changes, that my col-
leagues will understand we have re-
sponded to the concerns of the Mem-
bers.

Also I think it is very important that
we get this bill down to the President,
and I would hope he would sign it.
There are 130,000 employees who are
waiting and hoping that this legisla-
tion will become law so they can get on
with the job of managing the parks,
keeping the gates open for the public
to enjoy these wonderful facilities;
likewise in managing our forests, our
public lands, the grazing lands, the fish
and wildlife facilities, the Smithso-
nian, the National Gallery. Many of my
colleagues probably had their visitors
here experience the fact that the doors
were closed on the Smithsonian, the
National Gallery, the Kennedy Center
during the period of time, the 5 days or
so, that we did not have funding, and,
if we can get this conference report
passed in the House and the Senate, get
it to the President, I think to examine
the merits of the bill, that the execu-
tive branch, the President, will recog-
nize that we have been as fair as pos-
sible, that we have addressed the prob-
lems.

I want to say also at the outset that
there is some talk about a budget bust-
er. That has got to be the new math in
this town, because this bill is $1.3 bil-
lion under 1995 in budget authority. It
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is about 10 percent below 1995, and it
causes some tough decisions, but if we
are to get to a balanced budget in 7
years, we have to look at each expendi-
ture and say can we do this more effi-
ciently, and we have tried to apply the
policies of total quality management
to the responsibilities that we have.

Let me address the issues that caused
the recommittal, the first being the
Tongass, the rain forest in the State of
Alaska. A statement was made during
the debate on the rule that actually we
were increasing the cut. Exactly the
opposite is happening. In the modified
language, which I might say was
worked over and agreed to by both
sides of this issue on the Tongass, we
reduced the allowable cut from 450 mil-
lion board feet to 418 million board feet
in the Tongass, so this is a reduction of
the amount that can be allowed as far
as cutting the timber. The practical
matter is that the money in the bill,
because of reduced funding, is only
enough to allow for about 310 million
board feet, and the same will likely be
true in the 1997 bill. So, as far as the
amount of cut that is allowed, it is sub-
stantially below what had been allowed
prior to this time, so I think that is
one of the ways we responded to those
who have a concern for the Tongass.

Second, we removed the sufficiency
language. Sufficiency language insu-
lates actions from the courts from the
requirements for environmental eval-
uation, and in the original bill that
was language that was placed in there
by the other body. We remove that so
that the cuts in the Tongass, with one
exception, are subject to all the rules,
regulations, the actions of the courts,
the Environmental Protection Agency,
the endangered species law, the whole 9
yards, and therefore I think for those
who are concerned about the environ-
mental impacts, Mr. Speaker, we have
made every effort to insure that envi-
ronmental concerns are addressed. The
one sale has already gone through all
this, and we would allow that sale to be
transferred to another buyer.

We have also allowed the planning
process by the Forest Service to con-
tinue. They can go forward in their
planning process to determine what
should be the allowable cut and how it

should be handled in the future, and
that plan, we would hope, would be de-
veloped in the next several months. We
give the Department a totally free
hand in the planning process.

We removed the language concerning
the Goshawk and permanently prohib-
iting establishing certain habitat
conservable areas. The administration
strongly objected to this permanent
provision and it has been deleted.

I think on balance what we have done
in the Tongass represents a very good
compromise between those who are
concerned about providing the jobs in
Alaska, allowing a cut, and those who
want to protect the environment, pro-
tect this forest, and as I said earlier,
this represents a compromise among
the interested parties.

On the mining issue, which was also
part of the motion to recommit, we re-
moved the triggers that would lift the
moratorium so what we have is a mora-
torium with no triggers. We also pro-
vide that the Department of Interior,
or BLM, has a 5-year period to process
the grandfathered patents, and I know
that is of an interest to those who have
concern about the mining proposals.
But, the moratorium that has been in
place in the 1995 bill remains in place
in the 1996 bill, and I think this is the
important fact that I want to convey
to all members:

We responded to the motion to re-
commit exactly as has been requested
in that motion. It also provides that
the Secretary of Interior should give us
a report in the year as to what success
they are having in getting the grand-
father patents in which people have a
proprietary interest effectuated or out
to the applicants.

On the question of the Indians, I
know the gentleman from Wisconsin,
the minority leader on the Committee
on Appropriations, was concerned
about adequate funding for the Indians,
and we had a request from the adminis-
tration. Actually they requested $110
million over the Senate level. We end
up here with $11 million. We have
added $50 million from the second con-
ference report to this one, $25 for tribal
priorities. This allows the Indian tribes
to use these funds in the way that will
best serve their individual tribes and

the people that are members thereof,
and we put $25 million in Indian health,
recognizing again that this is ex-
tremely important as we discharge our
responsibility. One of the treaty obli-
gations, the really true major obliga-
tions we have under the treaties, one is
to provide health services, and the sec-
ond is to provide education, and we
have addressed those, and we have
added the $50 million.

We have some other changes in the
conference report. They are not big
items, and I would be happy to address
those in response to any questions. One
of these would be requested by the De-
partment of Interior, to allow them to
work out agreements in cooperation
with other levels of government. Also,
a requirement that limits the log ex-
ports for an additional period of time
in the Western States, and most of the
other changes were agreed on, but I
think the important thing I want to
impress on the Members is that we re-
sponded to the motion to recommit. On
the Tongass, on the mining morato-
rium, we responded in a way in which I
think those who are interested parties
will tell the Members during this de-
bate that they are very well pleased
with what we have been able to do, and
the bill itself, I believe, responds, given
the fiscal constraints we had, very ef-
fectively in meeting the needs of the
people.

So I would hope that we can get this
passed and get on with it. our respon-
sibilities, and we can say to those
130,000 employees, ‘‘We know your job
is important, we know the public de-
pends on you to provide the services in
the parks, the forests and so on, and we
want to let you know that we are be-
hind you by supporting this legisla-
tion.’’

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the RECORD include a table on
the various accounts in the bill, as
agreed to by the conference managers.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

The table on the various accounts in
the bill is as follows:
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Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I reserve

the balance of my time.
Mr. YATES. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume.
My good friend, the gentleman from

Ohio [Mr. REGULA], has done as good a
job as one can do with the assets that
were at hand, a reasonable job, but it
still is a very, very bad bill, and I in-
tend to vote against it. He said that
the conferees had responded to the mo-
tions of the House by making appro-
priate changes to Tongass and mining.
The mining change does restore the
moratorium, but the change to
Tongass is so small as to be infinites-
imal, and it still will be environ-
mentally unsound.

Mr. Speaker, the song asks where
have all the flowers gone, and the poem
asks where are the snows of yesteryear.
I ask where are all the Republican
moderates going? Will the Republicans
reject a bill that is as environmentally
disgraceful as the previous bill? It ap-
pears that the Republican leadership
has pressured their moderate members
to swallow hard and support this bill,
and that is too bad because this bill is
not worthy of their support, nor is it
worthy of the support of any of us in
the House.

b 1430

The conference report before us still
puts our precious natural resources at
grave risk. This conference report man-
dates the Forest Service implement
the discredited alternative P manage-
ment plan in the Tongass National
Forest in Alaska, and this bad plan is
not forced upon the Forest Service for
1 year, but it mandates alternative P
be employed as well in fiscal year 1997.

I think most Members now know
that alternative P is a radical forest
management plan that was rejected by
the Forest Service and rejected by the
Governor of Alaska because it would
wreak ecological havoc on the Tongass.
Currently the Forest Service allows 310
million board feet of timber to be cut
from the Tongass each year. Alter-
native P does not recognize that limi-
tation, although my good friend, the
gentleman from Ohio, indicated that
the funds that are made available for
the cut in this year will only allow a
cut of 310 million board feet. Neverthe-
less, the spurs will be put to the Forest
Service, the whip will be lashed upon
its employees to exceed the 310 million
board feet, because alternative P puts
that pressure upon them.

In addition, the Tongass provisions
are fiscally irresponsible. The Tongass
is a notorious below-cost forest. In the
last 3 years the Government lost $102
million in timber sales there. If the
timber harvest increases, the loss to
the taxpayers increases. It will go up
dramatically. What is more, this con-
ference report also contains sufficiency
language concerning which my good
friend, the gentleman from Ohio,
spoke. It is aimed at overturning the
9th Circuit Court ruling that blocks
the sale of 280 million board feet of

timber. If this sufficiency language is
approved, no environmental laws will
be in effect for the large sale, the large
sale for which the sufficiency language
is placed in the bill.

That means, Mr. Speaker, the Endan-
gered Species Act is dismissed, the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act is
waived, the Clean Water Act is ignored,
and all other applicable laws are con-
sidered irrelevant. In addition, this suf-
ficiency language prevents all citizens,
environmentalists and private land-
owners alike, from exercising their
right for a fair hearing before the
courts.

If we do not recommit this con-
ference report, we will be rejecting the
judgment of the Forest Service. We
will be putting a great forest at risk,
and we will be setting a dangerous
legal precedent.

Mr. Speaker, I intend to offer a mo-
tion to recommit at the appropriate
time, and I hope that motion may be
sustained, with the help of the mod-
erate Republicans, again.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes and 30 seconds to the gen-
tleman from Arizona [Mr. KOLBE], a
member of the subcommittee.

(Mr. KOLBE asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of the Interior appro-
priations conference report. This $12.1
billion appropriations bill is the result
of a lot of hard work, and yes, a lot of
compromise. As we know, this bill has
been recommitted twice because of
concerns that have been expressed re-
garding two of the provisions that have
already been mentioned here today, the
mining patent moratorium and statu-
tory language regarding the Tongass
National Forest. But those two issues
have been resolved after a lot of tough
negotiations. Now it is time we pass
this important legislation and send it
to the President.

Putting together a workable budget
for the Department of the Interior, the
Department of Energy, the Forest
Service, and numerous other independ-
ent agencies under this subcommittee’s
jurisdiction has not been an easy one.
There have been a lot of roadblocks.
Some of them have been legitimate,
some of them frivolous. But here we
are with a conference report that is
fair, it is fiscally conservative, and I
think it represents an excellent start-
ing point for the 7-year journey toward
a balanced budget that both the Con-
gress and the President have now com-
mitted themselves to doing.

The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. REG-
ULA], chairman of the committee, has
informed us of the various provisions
that are in this bill. I just want to re-
emphasize a couple of them. We have
attempted to place an emphasis on pre-
serving natural and cultural resources,
the maintenance of scientific and re-
search functions, our commitment to

the health and educational needs of Na-
tive Americans. The conference report
also ensures that adequate resources
are allocated for our Nation’s public
parks and, our crown jewels, our Na-
tional Park System. In fact, in an era
of decreasing budgets, this bill actually
contains an increase in the operational
account of the National Park Service.
This is going to prove invaluable to the
management of America’s parks. Con-
trary to some published reports, the
subcommittee never, never considered
or even contemplated closing any of
our Nation’s parks.

I have spoken previously about some
of the projects and programs in this re-
port. A couple, though, deserve to be
highlighted again. An important and
much needed initiative is the rec-
reational fee demonstration program.
This innovative program will give the
National Park Service, the Bureau of
Land Management, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, the Forest Service,
the opportunity to establish a 1-year
pilot program that allows these land
management agencies to charge and
utilize onsite recreational use and ac-
cess fees. The conference report directs
each agency to establish up to 50 dem-
onstration sites where broad fee au-
thorities are established.

The best aspect of this program is
that the bulk of the fees that are col-
lected stay at the site which collects
them. Allowing 80 percent of the fees
that are collected to be used in that
particular park is a way to give park
managers an incentive to collect fees
and make visitor driven improvements.

Another important aspect of this
conference report is the level of fund-
ing for the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Is
it as much as the House initially pro-
vided? No. Compromises did have to be
made. I think the level of funding pro-
posed in this report is fair and it goes
a long way to providing the necessary
infrastructure services our tribal com-
munities depend upon.

Under this bill, the BIA will receive
$1.3 billion in fiscal year 1996. This rep-
resents an additional $25 million we
added during the third conference for
the tribal priority allocation program.
It will now have $653 million in fiscal
year 1996. That is $111 million above
what the Senate had proposed. Con-
ferees also added another $25 million to
the Indian Health Service Account,
bringing their 1996 funding level to
$1.747 billion.

In addition to the preceding, the con-
ference report contains a provision
which is vitally important to the astro-
physical community and certainly to
the State of Arizona. This provision
will allow the Mt. Graham Observatory
project to continue construction of the
world’s largest ground-based telescope,
the large binocular telescope. This leg-
islative clarification was needed be-
cause of constant and often frivolous
lawsuits that have beset the project,
even though Congress spoke clearly on
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this matter when it passed the Ari-
zona-Idaho Wilderness Act in 1988, au-
thorizing the construction of these
three telescopes.

I want to thank the chairman of the
committee, Senator GORTON, and all
my colleagues on the conference com-
mittee for supporting this effort. Mr.
Speaker, the conference report pro-
vides a sound and fiscally conservative
blueprint for the continued manage-
ment of our public lands. As stewards
of these lands, it is incumbent upon us
to ensure that they are preserved for
future generations to enjoy. Let us
stop the demagoguing and political
posturing. It is a good bill, it is one
that merits our support. Let us send it
to the President. Support this con-
ference report and let us defeat any
motion to recommit.

Mr. YATES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Colorado [Mr. SKAGGS], a
member of our subcommittee.

Mr. SKAGGS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me the
time.

Mr. Speaker, as we begin debate on
this conference report, the third time
we have had a conference report on this
measure, I want to join my other col-
leagues in both paying my respect and
expressing my affection toward our
chairman, the gentleman from Ohio
[Mr. REGULA], even as I express my dis-
like for his bill. I suspect that perhaps
the chairman would rather have affec-
tion for his bill, rather than for him.
But be that as it may, we are back
again for the third time on this par-
ticular measure, and the Republican
leadership’s third try for an acceptable
conference report on this important ap-
propriations bill.

The first two times this bill was
brought to the floor, the House did the
right thing. We rejected the conference
report and told the conferees to go
back and try again. It was the right
thing to do because neither of those
conference reports deserved to pass.

This version is not quite so bad, but
it still falls short, in my opinion, and I
cannot support it. The Republican
leadership would not let the conferees
even try to improve many of the fund-
ing provisions in the previous con-
ference report. While this version does
provide somewhat more funding for na-
tive American programs, which I en-
dorse heartily, the other provisions re-
main unchanged. The report still has
all of the previous version’s

antienvironmental riders, like the ban
on any new listings under the Endan-
gered Species Act.

The report does a much better job
dealing with a moratorium on bargain
basement sales of mineral lands. But as
the ranking member, the gentleman
from Illinois, has already pointed out,
what about Tongass? The previous re-
port called for increased timbering, in-
cluding in areas that the Forest Serv-
ice wants to put off limits in order to
protect fish and wildlife, and would
make permanent some of the tem-
porary restrictions on protecting habi-
tat that were misguidedly included in
the rescissions bill earlier this year.
This conference report with respect to
Tongass is almost as bad, and on this
point alone, if for no other reason, we
should send it back so we may try
again.

Regarding the National Endowment
for the Arts, the conferees voted again
to retain the so-called Helms language.
That is a sad decision, and it should
not be accepted.

In short, Mr. Speaker, this third con-
ference report still is a bad bill, still
deserves to be defeated. We should not
pass it. If we do, the President should
veto it and we should sustain that veto.

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Alaska [Mr. YOUNG],
chairman of the Committee on Re-
sources.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I
would ask, where are the timber jobs of
yesteryear? We asked where the flow-
ers were and where the moderate Re-
publicans are, but where are the timber
jobs of yesteryear? The gentleman
from Illinois [Mr. YATES] had the privi-
lege of serving at one time as the
chairman, and knows full good and
well, he voted for the Tongass agree-
ment to allow us, in fact, to have a
sound economy, yet leaving over 15
million acres in southeast Alaska out
of the mutiple-use timber base.

Good fiction never dies, especially
fiction about the Tongass Forest that
is being spread on this floor today. I
can hardly believe my ears. Such a dis-
tinguished gentleman saying this
would destroy the last standing rain
forest of the great southeast Alaska,
when there are 15 million acres already
off limits to logging, and he has twice
voted in this Congress to do so.

But we have lost 42 percent of our
timber workers since the last act of
this Congress on the Tongass in 1990.

This bill, as I suggested to the con-
ference and the gentleman from Ohio
[Mr. REGULA], is not everything I
would want. In fact, this Tongass issue
is truly a red herring. All we are ask-
ing in this agreement is to freeze a
land base of 1.7 million acres, the
amount of land agreed to in 1990 that
would be available for timber over a
100-year period. The amendment says
that the land base can no longer be
taken away. And remember, we have 15
million acres of land available for wild-
life and old growth habitat today. We
are talking about a very small, tiny
land base for timber.

Harvesting does not change, in fact,
what can be harvested, does not in-
crease at all under the provision. It
does not tell the Forest Service what
they can do, other than the fact it says
‘‘You can no longer take away any of
that land base that we made available
in two previous acts of Congress.’’

This, in fact, is further than I would
have gone, but my senior Senator in
fact has agreed to this. He sits on the
conference. I am going to suggest, this
conference report must pass.

I listened to the gentleman from
Maryland [Mr. HOYER] yesterday say-
ing ‘‘We can solve these problems if we
just send the appropriation bills to the
President.’’ We are going to do that
today. We will send him a bill that
should be signed, a bill that does take
care of the problem, a bill, in fact, that
does keep a moratorium on mining,
which the gentleman wishes to do.
That is what he wanted.

This is good legislation, but I again
would like to put to rest this constant
misinformation, this constant fiction
about the Tongass National Forest. We
are talking about 1.7 million acres
available for harvest but not cut, and
we are talking about 15 million acres of
rain forest unavailable for logging, 15
million acres for the future generations
to study those great old trees and
watch them become gray and fall down.
We have already done that. Let us vote
for this conference report. This is good
legislation. Let us support the chair-
man.

b 1445

Mr. YATES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from New
York [Ms. SLAUGHTER].

(Ms. SLAUGHTER asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)
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Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker,

today I rise in opposition to H.R. 1977,
the Department of Interior appropria-
tions for fiscal year 1996. As my col-
leagues all know, this is now the third
time the House has considered this
measure. Twice before, we sent it back
to conferees and demanded that they
place a moratorium on the sale of Fed-
eral lands for as little as $2.50 an acre.
Today, we have a third try at the Inte-
rior conference report which could stop
this giveaway temporarily, but still
contains some dangerous provisions.

When I look at the conference provi-
sions to eliminate the Bureau of Mines,
I am dismayed that Congress is rushing
to dismantle the agency. As a child in
Harlan County, KY, I was aware of
mine disasters regularly occurring
with great loss of life. Mining is consid-
ered the most dangerous of jobs. It
took President Franklin Roosevelt to
care enough about working people to
intervene and impose worker safety
standards.

Now, deciding that businesses know
better, the 104th Congress has already
crippled worker safety programs in the
Labor Department. Under this legisla-
tion today, we will approve eliminating
the Bureau of Mines, and accept a
vague promise that health and safety
research will be transferred to the En-
ergy Department; itself slated to be de-
molished.

Another grave mistake in this con-
ference report is the destruction of the
NEA. When I see provisions to slash
funding for the arts, I cannot under-
stand the sense of this Congress to
phase out an agency which costs about
64 cents a year per taxpayer and yields
$3.4 billion a year in tax revenue. I urge
my colleagues to realize how much eco-
nomic growth results from a modest in-
vestment in the arts.

Just last week, an article in the New
York Times described the annual sto-
rytelling festival held in Jonesborough,
TN, which drew crowds from all 50
States and generated over $5 million in
economic activity.

All across the country, cities and
convention centers are forming part-
nerships with arts councils and muse-
ums, realizing the revenue possibilities
with increased tourism.

In October, the White House Con-
ference on Travel and Tourism devoted
a day long session to cultural tourism,
and the conference overwhelmingly
agreed that arts and museum attrac-
tions were vital to any city’s competi-
tion for tourists.

Besides the economic reasons to support
the arts, we have to realize the arts’ impact on
our children’s education. In a recent survey of
public elementary and secondary schools con-
ducted by the Department of Education, teach-
ers and administrators viewed the arts, music,
and creative writing as essential to a child’s
education. If we vote today to approve these
cuts to the NEA, the educational and eco-
nomic impact to our cities would be greater
than we could ever imagine.

Mr. Speaker, a vote for the Interior appro-
priations bill sends a message that we ap-

prove of clearcutting and logging; that we ac-
cept rolling back protection for mine workers;
and that we feel secure sacrificing Federal
support for our Nation’s cultural programs.
Vote against this bill.

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
31⁄2 minutes to the gentleman from New
York [Mr. BOEHLERT].

(Mr. BOEHLERT asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in support of this conference report. We
did not get it right the first two times.
We have made some significant im-
provements this time.

Once again I want to extend my ap-
preciation to Chairman REGULA, who
did truly Herculean work in brokering
this compromise. For weeks he engaged
in a sort of shuttle diplomacy that
would put Henry Kissinger to shame.
He has my deepest appreciation.

We have heard a lot about the mora-
torium on the mining. That is a plus,
because that moratorium is in this leg-
islation. And I believe the language on
the Tongass National Forest in this
bill is a reasonable compromise. Cer-
tainly I would prefer that the bill have
no Tongass provision at all, but I be-
lieve we needed to reach an agreement
to move this appropriation forward,
and it is a fair compromise.

The compromise removes the suffi-
ciency language that would have insu-
lated alternative P from legal chal-
lenges. That is an important victory
for the environment.

The compromise removes the prohi-
bition against setting up habitat con-
servation areas. That is an important
victory for the environment.

The compromise removes the con-
straints on future planting in the
Tongass, allowing science to determine
the content of future forest manage-
ment plans. That, too, is an important
victory for the environment.

These are all important advances
that will protect the forest from exces-
sive logging and permit science to be
the basis for future planning.

I want to emphasize that nothing in
this bill in any way limits the ability
of the Forest Service to make decisions
about the future of the Tongass, in-
cluding reducing the timber acreage or
timber sale quantity. Science, that
means peer review science conducted in
line with standard scientific proce-
dures. Science will determine those fig-
ures.

The managers’ language makes clear
that the Forest Service is empowered
to continue with its planning, includ-
ing filing a final environmental impact
statement and record of decision.

The only limitation is that no revi-
sions can be implemented before Sep-
tember 30, 1997. So this is a reasonable
compromise.

And my good colleague and friend
from Illinois with whom I worked
closely on this issue has asked, where
have the moderates gone? The mod-
erates have gone into the conference
room to sit down with all the players

to work out something that makes
sense, that protects the environment
and gets us the progress we want.
Those who oppose this conference re-
port should consider the alternative,
and that alternative is not very friend-
ly to anyone, most likely a continuing
resolution with lower funding and more
restrictions. We do not want that.

I urge my colleagues to support this
conference report, and I thank the dis-
tinguished gentleman from Ohio [Mr.
REGULA], the chairman, He deserves
our praise.

Mr. YATES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts [Mr. KENNEDY].

Mr. KENNEDY of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, this is one of the clearest cut,
so to speak, examples of corporate wel-
fare that we see padded in our Federal
budget.

What we have here is plain and sim-
ple, a recognition that while this bill
goes about cutting a program to pro-
vide low-income people and moderate-
income people weatherization funds
which are cut by 47 percent, in the
same bill we go back in and provide
subsidies to the biggest lumber compa-
nies in this country, of hundreds of
millions of dollars to go in so that they
can cut down virgin trees in our most
pristine areas of our national forests.

We use Forest Service employees to
go in and identify trees, that then the
big companies come in cut the trees
down, take the trees over to Japan,
they mulch them up into fiberboard,
we bring them back, buy them in the
United States, build our homes with
Japanese-supported improvements on
our own trees, and then what we do is
send the bill to the American taxpayer.

We sit here on the House floor and
watch time and time again while the
Republican Party stands up and con-
demns black women on welfare, and
yet when it comes to corporate welfare,
all of a sudden they lose their tongues.

It is time for this country to come to
grips with where the money goes in the
Federal budget, whether or not we are
willing to stand up to those that have
and want more, or whether or not we
want to provide a meager opportunity
to those that are struggling to put
their house in order and to try to be
part of the American dream.

I think that this bill demonstrates
when we start throwing hundreds of
millions of dollars at the Tongass, the
Tongass, the most pristine and most
beautiful place that I have ever been in
the United States of America, and we
are extending the amount of land that
the Tongass has to be allowed to be cut
down by our lumber companies by a
third in this bill.

Why would we possibly destroy
America’s forests and not come to
grips with the cost to the American
taxpayer?

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Califor-
nia [Mr. LEWIS], a member of the full
committee.

(Mr. LEWIS of California asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H 14811December 13, 1995
Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I very much appreciate my col-
league yielding me the time.

I want to say to Chairman REGULA
and his subcommittee members and
staff that I know it has been a very dif-
ficult process finally putting this con-
ference report together. I think the
kind of work that has been done by our
chairman in connection with making
compromises can best be illustrated by
pointing to a very serious problems
that relates to the work that is being
done in the California desert.

As all of your know, the last Con-
gress, we spent many hours on this
floor debating the future of the Califor-
nia desert. No small part of that debate
centered around the fact that some of
us were concerned that the Park Serv-
ice was being asked to become the new
managers of a region that they had
very little experience in managing. The
Park Service by statute is a single use
agency. The desert, however, is unique
area that for generations has a long
and successful history of multiple use
management.

I was very much concerned about the
National Park Service’s ability to han-
dle these responsibilities. Indeed, we
have learned in recent months that
they need a good deal more preparation
for that management.

Let me share with my colleagues an
unfortunate problem that developed re-
cently. The Park Service, in classic
form, decided to run their new respon-
sibilities at the Mojave Preserve in a
single purpose fashion. In doing so,
they essentially excluded many volun-
teer wildlife organizations that had
been very helpful in managing the Cali-
fornia desert. The California Depart-
ment of Fish and Game was excluded as
were volunteers from the Society for
the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep.
These volunteers have worked for years
to build a fantastic success story in
dealing with the bighorn sheep. Unfor-
tunately, the Park Service excluded
them from the Mojave Preserve. As a
direct result of Park Service mis-
management, water guzzlers that were
voluntarily developed in conjunction
with the Bureau of Land Management
and the California Department of Fish
and Game to help build up our bighorn
sheep population malfunctioned. As a
result of restricted access by the Park
Service, 38 bighorn sheep were killed.

What that really means is our efforts
to build that herd up to some 2,000 ani-
mals by the year 2000 probably has
been undermined because of frankly a
lack of experience on managing a mul-
tipurpose area.

There is absolutely no doubt that
this bill begins to meet that challenge
by directing the Park Service to
rethink where they have been, come
forward with a management plan that
will recognize the traditional multiple
uses of the Mojave region so that we
can save the wildlife success stories
that we have had in the eastern Mojave
Desert.

Mr. YATES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Montana [Mr. WILLIAMS].

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, this
bill started out terrible and it is slowly
getting better. I think maybe the third
time is the charm, although I still do
not support it because I still believe it
is a bad bill that undercuts essential
American efforts, it is still environ-
mentally unsound, although incremen-
tally getting better thanks to the ef-
forts of Democrats, being joined by a
few moderate Republicans.

However, this bill still savages the
National Endowment for the Human-
ities and the National Endowment for
the Arts and still contains language
that on its own merit, the Helms lan-
guage, would not pass even this Con-
gress because it is unconstitutional.
But the bill is getting better.

I want to commend both sides for
adding funds for Native Americans.
Frankly the Democrats embarrassed
the Republicans into putting this addi-
tional money in here and even though
it is not enough, it improves the bill.

I want to take a moment now, how-
ever, to mention a matter of great im-
portance to my constituents in Mon-
tana and also other Americans. The
Senate is going to place in the report,
Senate committee report, language
which, although it does not have the
force of law, is very disturbing. The
Senate report language represents an
attempt to discourage the efforts of
our Secretary of Agriculture to protect
the best wild places left in the north-
ern Rocky Mountains in Montana.

Secretary Glickman, a number of
weeks ago, announced his intention to
issue a directive which will protect the
wildest remaining roadless lands in
Montana. Those are lands, by the way,
which just a year and some ago this
House voted overwhelmingly to place
in wilderness.

In the last session of Congress, the
House voted to place 1.7 million acres
of Montana’s wildest remaining
roadless lands in wilderness. Secretary
Glickman is determined, on behalf of
President Clinton, to follow the inten-
tion of that Congress in which 308
members voted to provide ultimate
protection to those wild lands.

Those lands are now under threat.
They are under threat from oil and gas
leasing, they are under threat from
green harvest, most particularly under
threat from the salvage sale because of
the bill that was supported, sadly, by a
majority in this House and Senate.

b 1500

Those areas are now under threat of
being roaded, blasted and gouged. Sec-
retary Glickman has announced his in-
tention to issue an order protecting
those areas under his discretion as Sec-
retary of Agriculture until finally both
the House and Senate can move, as the
House did, alone, in the last Congress.

The Senate report language, in ef-
fect, asks the Secretary of Agriculture
not to do that, asks that development

go ahead in this the last best place of
America.

I simply want the RECORD to show
that in the last Congress by a vote of
almost 3 to 1. This House voted that
those areas receive the ultimate pro-
tection of wilderness and I am con-
vinced that this Congress might do no
less if it had the opportunity.

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from West
Virginia [Mr. RAHALL].

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, as the
old saying goes,three times is a charm.

This is the third time this body is
considering the conference report on
the fiscal year 1996 Interior appropria-
tion.

And, by golly, this time they have fi-
nally got it right, at least, as right as
they’ll ever get it in terms of main-
taining the moratorium on the issu-
ance of mining claim patents.

This version of the conference agree-
ment basically extends the morato-
rium on the Interior Department issu-
ing mining claim patents that was in
place during fiscal year 1995.

In recognition that some patent ap-
plications are far enough along the
process where the right to a patent
may have vested, as with the fiscal
year 1995 moratorium, the pending lan-
guage grandfathers those claims.

While I would prefer to see no pat-
ents issued, I cannot quarrel with this
grandfather provision as it is aimed at
protecting the taxpayer from expensive
takings claims.

I also would prefer not to see lan-
guage in the moratorium requiring an
expedited processing of the grand-
fathered claims. Frankly, the deadline
set in the legislation will be impossible
for the Department to meet so I do not
place a great deal of weight on it.

I am going to support this conference
agreement. I am not enthused about
the Tongass provision or the Mount
Graham telescope language.

I strongly support the designation of
Yellowstone National Park as a world
heritage site in danger, and note that
the conferees simply wrote report lan-
guage against this proposal. This re-
port language does not carry the
weight of law.

And finally, if I had my preference,
the appropriations for the Office of
Surface Mining and the National Park
Service would be a lot different than
what is contained in this bill.

However, in light of the fact that the
conferees have finally addressed the
important issue of mining claim pat-
ents in a suitable fashion, and that we
must provide funding for the many im-
portant programs within the Interior
Department, I intend to support this
conference agreement although not the
bill I would have written, but then
rarely is a bill so written.

Mr. Speaker, I do strongly commend
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. REGULA],
the subcommittee chairman, as well as
the ranking member, the gentleman
from Illinois [Mr. YATES], for their
years and years of dedicated effort to
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try to enact true mining law reform,
and absent that we have had to go
along with this moratorium as it ex-
ists, and as it exists in this particular
bill, I will support it.

Mr. YATES. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self 3 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, I yield myself this time
to bring to the attention of the House
the letter I have just received from the
Executive Office of the President,
OMB, dated December 13, 1995, relating
to H.R. 1977, the Department of Inte-
rior and related agencies appropria-
tions bill, and I quote:

This statement of administration policy
provides the administration’s views on H.R.
1977, the Department of the Interior and re-
lated agencies appropriations bill, FY 1996,
as approved in conference December 12, 1995.

In the November 6, 1995, statement of ad-
ministration policy to the House, the admin-
istration identified the most troublesome
provisions in the original conference report
with the goal of arriving at a bill that serves
specific vital interests and that could be
signed by the President.

Regrettably, the third conference report
does not adequately address the significant
funding shortfalls and objectionable legisla-
tive riders. If the bill, as approved by the
third conference, were it presented to the
President, he would veto it. With few
exceptions, the issues that were identified in
the November 6 statement of administration
policy remain serious problems and are de-
scribed below.

And there are three pages of objec-
tions.

Mr. Speaker, I am including the full
statement of administration policy as
a part of the RECORD at this point.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE
PRESIDENT,

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET,
Washington, DC, December 13, 1995.

STATEMENT OF ADMINISTRATION POLICY

(This statement has been coordinated by
OMB with the concerned agencies.)
H.R. 1977—DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR AND

RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS BILL, FY
1996

Sponsors: Livingston (R) Louisiana; Reg-
ula (R) (Ohio).

This Statement of Administration Policy
provides the Administration’s views on H.R.
1977, the Department of the Interior and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Bill, FY 1996,
as approved in conference on December 12,
1995. Your consideration of the Administra-
tion’s views would be appreciated.

In the November 6, 1995, Statement of Ad-
ministration Policy to the House, the Ad-
ministration identified the most trouble-
some provisions in the original conference
report with the goal of arriving at a bill that
serves specific, vital interests and that could
be signed by the President.

Regrettably, the third conference report
does not adequately address the significant
funding shortfalls and objectionable legisla-
tive riders. If the bill, as approved by the
third conference, were presented to the
President, he would veto it. With few excep-
tions, the issues that were identified in the
November 6th Statement of Administration
Policy remain serious problems and are de-
scribed below.

Funding Issues

While the Administration appreciates the
$50 million in funding restored for the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs and the Indian Health
Service, this additional funding falls short of

the levels needed to maintain these impor-
tant programs. In addition, the third con-
ference has done nothing to restore funds for
the Department of Energy’s (DOE’s) energy
conservation programs.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) budget
has been increased in the third conference
$25 million above the previous conference
level. That would still leave the program $111
million short of the House mark and $159
million below the FY 1995 enacted level. The
most significant effect of this action remains
the crippling reductions targeted at tribal
priority allocation programs, which support
essential tribal government, law enforce-
ment, housing improvement, general assist-
ance, Indian child welfare, adult vocational
training, road maintenance, and other basic
reservation services. The Administration’s
view is that funding must be restored more
substantially for these programs.

DOE’s energy conservation programs are
still funded at a net level of $536 million.
There has been no increase from the first or
second conference levels. This funding level
is $187 million, or 26 percent, below the net
FY 1995 enacted level of $723 million, and 38
percent below the President’s request. Fund-
ing for these programs must be restored sig-
nificantly in order to reach acceptable lev-
els.

In addition to the satisfactory resolution
of the language issues addressed below, the
President will not sign an Interior appropria-
tions bill unless funding for these programs
is significantly restored without harming in
other high-priority programs or unless there
is an overall agreement between the Con-
gress and the Administration on budget pri-
orities that addresses the Administration’s
fundamental concerns about spending prior-
ities both in this bill and elsewhere.

Language Issues
The conference committee has made few

changes to the numerous legislative riders in
the bill that the Administration finds seri-
ously objectionable. Except for the continu-
ation of the existing mining patent morato-
rium, the riders that were cited in the No-
vember 6th Statement of Administration
Policy has not been significantly improved
in the third conference. These provisions are
so seriously flawed that the Administration
sees no way to remedy them, short of remov-
ing them altogether. The most serious prob-
lems are:

The Tongass (Alaska) forest management
provisions. These provisions would dictate
the use of the current forest plan for FY 1996
and FY 1997, require unsustainable timber
sale levels, and not allow the plan to be up-
dated during this period;

The Interior Columbia River Basin provi-
sion. This provision would continue to im-
pede implementation of the comprehensive
plan for management of public lands by pro-
hibiting the publication of the final Environ-
mental Impact Statement or Record of Deci-
sion and limiting the contents to exclude in-
formation on fisheries and watersheds, al-
though it would extend by 90 days the due
date for the assessment project. The provi-
sion would risk a return to legal gridlock on
timber harvesting, grazing, mining, and
other economically desirable activities;

Bill language that provides $500,000 from
available funds for the National Park Serv-
ice (NPS) to develop the Mojave National
Preserve’s management plan. This provision
would still limit funding to $1 for NPS land
management operations within the Preserve,
while providing $599,000 for operational fund-
ing to be managed by the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM). Report language adopt-
ed by the third conference calling for more
studies by the Park Service, and prohibiting
any transfer of funds to NPS to augment op-

erations, does not change the fact that the
Preserve would be starved of funding, and
the purposes of the California Desert Act
would be undercut; and

No change in language from the first con-
ference in a rider to make permanent the
protocol for identification of marbled
murrelet nests that was included in the FY
1995 rescission bill, thereby eliminating nor-
mal flexibility to use new scientific informa-
tion as it develops.

In addition, the Administration has pre-
viously expressed concern about other legis-
lative riders, including the moratorium of
future listings and critical habitat designa-
tions under the Endangered Species Act, the
Department of Energy efficiency standards
one-year moratorium, and the provision af-
fecting the Lummi Tribe and seven other
self-governance tribes in Washington State.

An additional funding issue concerns the
severe cuts (nearly 40 percent) to the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and
the National Endowment for the Humanities
(NEH). These significantly reduced funding
levels would jeopardize NEA’s and NEH’s
ability to continue to provide important cul-
tural, educational, and artistic programs for
communities across America.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the
gentleman from Minnesota [Mr.
VENTO].

(Mr. VENTO asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
opposition to this Interior appropria-
tion bill. Unfortunately, what has oc-
curred here as we have marched
through 3 months of off and on floor
consideration of this Interior appro-
priation is that the House has on two
occasions, on one occasion by over a 2-
to-1 vote, sent this back to conference
because of the mining patent problems,
has sent it back to conference because
of the Tongass language, and not only
has the conference not dealt effectively
with those issues, they have made
some cosmetic changes in terms of
them, but the substance and thrust of
them, the effect that they would have
in terms of the policy initiatives, re-
mains intact, that it is and remains in-
tact in terms of its micromanagement
and, of course, according to the min-
eral rights and patents of the various
claims that were filed before 1994. The
effect is to make the effect of having a
moratorium on mining patients null
and void in this insofar as anything
that occurred before September 30,
1994. That is probably the ball game.
That is the ball game in terms of what
is going on.

In the Tongass, the national forest
bill modified the language but the lev-
els of timber, 418 million board feet out
of the Tongass, is exactly what the lan-
guage was before. It may be modified in
some respects, but it has the same ef-
fect.

Worst than that, Mr. Speaker, it
seems like this measure has become a
moving target, this particular legisla-
tion, and I lament that it has become a
moving target to attach any legislative
matters that the Republican majority
thinks that they need to get done, they
do not want to have considered or
voted on the floor in an up-or-down
vote and debated in an open way.
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We have maintained log exports from

the Northwest, regulations limiting log
exports from the Pacific Northwest is
set aside. There is authorizing law; a
designation of the Vancouver national
historic site, an issue that is being and
should be considered in the resources
authorizing committee. It has changes
in the Columbia River Basin assess-
ment. It has new National Park Serv-
ice authorities. It has managers lan-
guage in terms of what the park serv-
ice may do with regard to the protec-
tion of Yellowstone, one of the crown
jewels of the National Park System in
terms of how we can protect the areas
around it because there is development
in terms of goldmining and that is
going to affect the watersheds and this
national park. This legislation bars
protection or action to monitor.

And so apparently that is of para-
mount concern to the new majority to
protect that degradation of Yellow-
stone National Park in this legislation.

It talks about wilderness designation
and limiting such designation to law. I
always thought we legislated wilder-
ness designation. Apparently, at best
this measure is the redundant reiter-
ation of the self-evident with regard to
what we do with wilderness designa-
tion, but I do not know what the lan-
guage does, or its purpose.

Far more, it goes on to keep all the
other riders and limitations preventing
the Secretary to exercise his steward-
ship responsibilities with regard to
grazing, preventing the Secretary from
trying to attain the recordation of
roads and the degradation of the envi-
ronment.

This bill deserves to be defeated once
more today because it has grown
worse, not better, in the bad faith ef-
fort on the part of the Republican ma-
jority party. Today they point to the
date and the pressure to enact funding
for the departments and agencies in
this measure, but the basis for not act-
ing to pass this measure in October or
November have not changed. The min-
ing provisions have not changed, the
Tongass timber language retains all
the limits on the ability to reasonably
regulate grazing, road rights of ways
and the Endanged Species Act persist
in this measure and to add insult to in-
jury the measure piles on new riders
and limits—it was not right in Septem-
ber, October, or November and even
this crock of December does not justify
and warrant passing an appropriation
that has grown worst with age not bet-
ter.

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Louisi-
ana [Mr. LIVINGSTON], the distinguished
chairman of the full committee.

(Mr. LIVINGSTON asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I
want to thank my friend, the gen-
tleman from Ohio, for his incredible
patience in working this bill through.
This is the third time we have tried to
get this through the House, and as the

gentleman who preceded me in the well
has vigorously pointed out, some peo-
ple are never going to be satisfied with
this bill. He is not, and there will be
others who will vote against it.

But we have massaged this bill under
the leadership of the gentleman from
Ohio. He has worked with the environ-
mentalists. He has worked with the
people in the West who are concerned
about mining. He has worked with the
people in Alaska who are concerned
about the Tongass and the environ-
mentalists who are concerned about
the same issue on the other side. We
have worked with people concerned
about the Mohave Desert, and one issue
after another, and we have brought
them together in the spirit of com-
promise. That is the legislative proc-
ess.

The Senate and the House have come
together, Republicans and Democrats
have come together to agree. Liberals
and conservatives, environmentalists
and other people who may not consider
themselves quite within the environ-
mental mode, all of these people have
come together, and today is the day.

The bill did not pass the first time,
because one group or another was un-
happy. The bill did not pass the second
time because other people were un-
happy. Today, for crying out loud, let
us pass this bill. Send it to the Senate
and send it to the President for his sig-
nature, yes, for his signature. I know
he is threatening a veto, as the gen-
tleman from Illinois has pointed out,
but he threatened a veto on the defense
bill, too, and he ended up letting that
become law.

This is as good a bill as we can get.
We have got all the interests compet-
ing. We have worked, we have mas-
saged, and we have tried to mold this
bill and satisfy everyone’s concerns. It
is a reasonable bill. It is a good bill.
The President of the United States
should sign it into law.

I urge the adoption of this conference
report.

Mr. Speaker, earlier the technical 602(b)
violation was discussed. I just want to make
clear the committee is well within its overall
602 allocation. This particular subcommittee’s
subdivision however is in technical violation of
the so-called 602(b) at this time. The commit-
tee has not had an opportunity to revise its lat-
est allocation to shift the necessary funds into
the Interior subcommittee. In order to make
this new conference report comply with the al-
location we will have to shift some $22 million
in budget authority and some $36 million in
outlays. Even with this shift in funds the com-
mittee’s domestic allocation would still be
some $2.1 billion in budget authority below the
ceiling and some $570 million in outlays below
the ceilings.

The committee has always stayed within its
overall allocation, and will redirect the funds
accordingly.

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, Members, my col-
leagues, this is a good bill. We have ad-
dressed your concerns. You have heard
the gentleman from New York [Mr.

BOEHLERT] speak and the gentleman
from Alaska [Mr. YOUNG] who had some
differences on the Tongass and on min-
ing, and they both agreed that this rep-
resents a reasonable compromise, as
was clearly pointed out by the chair-
man.

I would just point out, also, that in
terms of the Tongass, we have reduced
the cut from 450 million board feet to
418 and as a practical matter, it will be
about 310.

Likewise, we have addressed the min-
ing concerns. The issues that were in
the recommittals, I think, have been
very thoroughly addressed, and this is
quite evident by the fact that the peo-
ple who have an interest on both sides
have spoken in favor of this bill.

Also, I would address the question
the President raises in his message
about not enough money is being
spent. Well, obviously earlier we heard
that it was a budget buster. Now, I
think that message is a bit in conflict.
The truth of the matter is it is a re-
sponsible bill, and it does reduce spend-
ing, but it uses the funds available in a
very prudent way.

As far as the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs, we have addressed the needs of
education, of health. We are actually
above the President’s request in one of
his last statements.

Overall I think that we have a very
good bill. I think it is important we get
this down to the White House, and I
hope that they would sign this so that
the 130,000 people that serve all of us in
the parks and forests can get on with
the job and serve the American people
in the way that they would like.

Let me strongly urge the members on
both sides to reject the recommittal
motion which will be again on the
Tongass. We have already, as you have
heard from other speakers, we have ad-
dressed the problems in the Tongass.
Let us reject the recommittal motion
and pass the bill.

Mr. FAZIO. Mr. Speaker, once again, I can-
not support this Interior appropriations con-
ference agreement, It is a bad deal. Not only
are the mining provisions a sham, but once
again the bill is a back door attempt to repeal
the California Desert Protection Act.

In addition to retaining the $1 limit on the
Park Service budget to manage the Mojave
Preserve, this version goes even further by
capping their planning money as well. While
this third attempt provides a nominal increase
to $500,000 in planning money, it does noth-
ing to restore the protections needed to en-
sure the park is properly maintained.

When Congress passed the California
Desert Protection Act, it placed much of Cali-
fornia’s desert wilderness under the jurisdic-
tion of the National Park Service. This pro-
vided much greater environmental protection
than previously afforded under the Bureau of
Land Management.

Last year the National Park Service im-
proved visitor services, resource protection,
and law enforcement in the Mojave resulting in
significantly increased visitation and revenues
for the surrounding communities. During the
14 years that the BLM managed the Mojave
as a national scenic area, open pit mining,
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motorcycle races, and general environmental
degradation led to widespread protest.

I understand my good friend and colleague
Mr. LEWIS’ concern that the Park Service not
become overzealous in its oversight of the
preserve. However, even the local chamber of
commerce has conceded that the new man-
agement of the park has enhanced tourism
and made the Mojave more enjoyable for ev-
eryone. They endorse the changes made by
the California Desert Protection Act and op-
pose the language in this appropriations
measure. Not only is the BLM funding level for
the preserve inadequate in this measure—a
mere $600,000—but the Park Service’s ability
to devise a plan to manage the preserve in
the future is severely restricted both in dollars
and in time. Unless a plan is devised in the
next few months, management of the Mojave
will in all probability stay in BLM clutches.

I urge my colleagues to once again send
the message on this measure that major pol-
icy changes affecting the environment—re-
garding both mining and the Mojave—should
be conducted through an open and delibera-
tive legislative process, not shortcutted
through the appropriations bills. Vote ‘‘no’’ on
the Interior appropriations conference report.

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong
opposition to the conference report on Interior
and related agencies appropriations.

There are a number of reasons to oppose
this ill-conceived legislation, and I have dis-
cussed some of them in previous debates on
this bill. Today, I would like to focus on one
shortcoming that is particularly disturbing
about the legislation, and that is its failure to
provide adequate funding for energy efficiency
programs at the Energy Department.

DOE’s efficiency programs support the de-
velopment of new energy efficient tech-
nologies that prevent pollution, create jobs,
make our economy more competitive, and
save consumers precious dollars. Unfortu-
nately, the Republican majority has elected to
slash funding for our energy efficiency efforts
by 28 percent from the fiscal year 1995 en-
acted budget.

Of particular concern is the nearly 50 per-
cent cut in low-income weatherization assist-
ance. This program leverages over $100 mil-
lion dollars in outside money, enabling low-in-
come Americans to better handle winter and
summer energy costs. Because of these de-
bilitating cuts, many thousand fewer homes
will become energy efficient this year.

President Clinton has vowed to veto the fis-
cal year 1996 Interior appropriations bill if and
when a conference report clears the Con-
gress. A recent statement of administration
policy on the Interior bill stated that, ‘‘Funding
for [energy efficiency] programs must be re-
stored significantly in order to reach accept-
able levels.’’ I strongly encourage the Presi-
dent to stand firm on his commitment to en-
ergy efficiency as a solution which protects the
environment and helps the economy.

The President is quite right to criticize this
legislation for failing to adequately fund the
energy conservation programs within the DOE.
The level of funding in H.R. 1977 is inad-
equate to carry on the important work of these
programs.

Many House Members continue to support
the President’s position on this matter. I urge
defeat of the conference report and request
that the attached letter to the President, which
was signed by 68 House Members, be in-
cluded in the RECORD.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
Washington, DC, December 6, 1995.

Re H.R. 1977—energy conservation programs

Hon. WILLIAM J. CLINTON,
The President, The White House

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: We want to take this
opportunity to strongly endorse the State-
ments of Administration Policy of November
7, 1995 and October 19, 1995, in which you in-
dicated that the Department of Interior and
Related Agencies Appropriations Bill for Fis-
cal Year 1996 (H.R. 1977) should and would be
vetoed for a variety of reasons. We share
your concern that this legislation does not
adequately fund the energy conservation
programs within the Department of Energy
(DOE).

The funding level for these programs of
$553 million is identical to the first con-
ference report funding level and remains $215
million (or 28 percent) below fiscal year 1995
appropriations and 38 percent below your
budget request.

We believe that this level of funding is in-
adequate to carry on the important work of
these programs. As you know, DOE’s energy
conservation programs help every American
by saving consumers precious dollars, mak-
ing the economy more efficient and inter-
nationally competitive, and improving the
environment by preventing pollution. These
programs largely work with the private sec-
tor to develop and deploy new and more effi-
cient technologies, as well as saving energy
on the local level through state energy con-
servation programs (SECP) and low-income
weatherization. We concur with OMB Direc-
tor Alice Rivlin’s statement that ‘‘funding
for these programs must also be restored sig-
nificantly to reach acceptable levels.’’

The approximately 50 percent reduction in
funding for low-income weatherization and
SECP is of special concern to us. Many thou-
sand fewer homes will receive economically
empowering energy efficiency improvements
this winter because of the proposed Congres-
sional cuts.

We applaud your continuing leadership in
this area and stand ready to support you in
insisting on a strong federal energy effi-
ciency program.

Sincerely,
Edward J. Markey; Sidney R. Yates;

Frank Pallone, Jr.; Martin Olav Sabo;
Barney Frank; John D. Dingell; Joe
Moakley; Vic Fazio; Ronald V. Del-
lums; John W. Olver; Jerrold Nadler;
Patrick J. Kennedy; Lucille Roybal-Al-
lard; Bernard Sanders; Dale E. Kildee;
Alcee Hastings; Sam Farr; James P.
Moran; Earl Hilliard; Maurice Hinchey;
Jim McDermott; Robert T. Matsui;
Harry Johnston II; James A. Traficant;
Carolyn Maloney; Nita M. Lowey; Ike
Skelton; Charles E. Schumer; Thomas
J. Manton; John Lewis; William Clay;
José Serrano; Anthony C. Beilenson;
Lane Evans; Gerry E. Studds; Sam
Gejdenson; Jack Reed; Nydia
Velazquez; Ed Towns; John Conyers;
Richard E. Neal; George E. Brown, Jr.;
Rosa DeLauro; Ed Pastor; Peter
DeFazio; David E. Skaggs; Sherrod
Brown; Eliot Engel; Tom Barrett; Bill
Richardson; Elizabeth Furse; Sander
Levin; Henry Waxman; George Miller;
James Oberstar; Ron Wyden; Louis
Stokes; Louise Slaughter; Lynn Rivers;
Bruce Vento; Earl Pomeroy; Barbara
Kennelly; Major Owens; Patricia
Schroeder; David R. Obey; Benjamin L.
Cardin; David Bonior; Tim Johnson.

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in strong opposition to this conference re-
port.

There are many reasons to vote against this
report, and there are lots of reasons for the

President to veto this bill, which he certainly
will in its present form.

Let me focus on just one of the important
reasons why Members should vote against the
conference report and that is because of the
language which will lead to increased federal
spending and accelerated logging in the
Tongass National Forest.

On November 15, the house voted 230 to
199 to instruct the conferees to drop the
Tongass logging rider from this legislation.
They haven’t done that. What they have done
instead is to return to the floor with a cosmetic
coverup of more taxpayer subsidies for
clearcutting this rainforest.

As one of the architects of the Tongass
Timber Reform Act of 1990, I can assure you
that this rider is offensive to the goal of that
act, which was to modernize forest manage-
ment. This rider tries to turn the clock back to
the days when subsidized clearcutting took
priority over all other uses of the forest.

The Tongass rider requires that an out-
dated, scientifically discredited draft timber
plan shall govern management of the National
Forest for the next 2 years. What that means
is that logging is authorized at a rate of 418
million board feet per year, 100 million board
feet over the historic average. Even though
the Forest Service already has a solid sci-
entific basis and has rejected this plan as al-
lowing an unsustainable, environmentally de-
structive rate of harvest, the rider would im-
pose the plan by congressional edict for 2
years.

To add further insult, the rider has suffi-
ciency language which is intended to overturn
environmental lawsuits applying to existing
sales.

Even at current rates of logging, the
Tongass has the Nation’s most heavily sub-
sidized timber program. According to GAO,
between 1992 and 1994, the cash flow deficit
to the Treasury was $102 million. If we adopt
this rider, losses to the Treasury could in-
crease by another $18 million annually.

And what are we getting for the taxpayer’s
money? We’re taking 400-year-old trees from
the rainforest and turning them into pulp. I
don’t recall that provision being in the Repub-
lican Contract With America.

I do recall that during the timber salvage
sale debate on the rescissions bill last March,
Members were told that the amendment jointly
applied to dead, dying, and burnt trees. What
has happened is that we got a lot more than
we were told about, including cutting of
healthy, green old-growth timber in the North-
west.

Don’t get fooled again. Vote against this
conference report.

Mrs. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in support of this conference report. While
this bill contains many important elements for
natural resource dependent communities, I
want to highlight one very important provision
that was included in the conference committee
yesterday by Senator GORTON.

This provision calls for the National Park
Service to extend the lease at Pearson Airpark
in the city of Vancouver past the year 2002.
This is a key element in my legislation (H.R.
2172) to create the Fort Vancouver National
Historic Reserve. While I anticipate that my
legislation will pass the House next year, I am
supportive of efforts to expedite the process
with respect to Pearson Airpark. The designa-
tion of the Fort Vancouver National Historic
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Reserve will, of course, go through the normal
authorizing process.

It was important to expedite the extension of
the lease to give the city of Vancouver and the
M.J. Murdock trust the certainty they need to
forge ahead with the construction of the
Murdock Aviation Museum. This will be a
Smithsonian quality museum that will highlight
the rich aviation history in the city of Van-
couver. This legislation will go a long way to
making this museum a reality.

I urge my colleagues to support this con-
ference report.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to rise in strong support of the con-
ference report on the Department of the Inte-
rior Appropriations Act. This appropriations bill
contains a moratorium on new listings of en-
dangered or threatened species or new des-
ignations of critical habitat under the Endan-
gered Species Act. This moratorium is based
on my Farm, Ranch and Homestead Protec-
tion Act.

The Endangered Species Act has destroyed
the rights of hardworking, taxpaying American
families for the sake of blind cave spiders,
fairy shrimp, and golden-cheeked warblers.
Until Congress reauthorizes the Endangered
Species Act to balance the rights of land-
owners and common sense with environ-
mental concerns, we must protect American
landowners by putting regulators on a leash.
This amendment would extend the regulatory
moratorium on listing of endangered or threat-
ened species or designation of critical habitat
until Congress reauthorizes the Endangered
Species Act.

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). Without objection the pre-
vious question is ordered on the con-
ference report.

There was no objection.
MOTION TO RECOMMIT OFFERED BY MR. YATES

Mr. YATES. Mr. Speaker, I offer a
motion to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is the
gentleman opposed to the conference
report?

Mr. YATES. Mr. Speaker, very much.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

clerk will report the motion.
The clerk read as follows:
Mr. YATES moves to recommit the con-

ference report on the bill H.R. 1977 to the
committee of conference with instructions
to the managers on the part of the House to
insist on the House position on the amend-
ment of the Senate numbered 108. In order to
protect the Tongass National Forest from in-
creased timber harvests.

b 1515

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). Without objection, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the motion
to recommit.

There was no objection.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

question is on the motion to recommit.
The question was taken; and the

Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Mr. YATES. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 187, nays
241, not voting 4, as follows:

[Roll No. 853]

YEAS—187

Abercrombie
Ackerman
Andrews
Baesler
Baldacci
Barcia
Barrett (WI)
Becerra
Beilenson
Bentsen
Berman
Bevill
Bishop
Bonior
Borski
Boucher
Browder
Brown (CA)
Brown (FL)
Brown (OH)
Bryant (TX)
Cardin
Chapman
Clay
Clayton
Clement
Clyburn
Coleman
Collins (IL)
Collins (MI)
Conyers
Costello
Coyne
Cramer
Danner
de la Garza
DeFazio
DeLauro
Dellums
Deutsch
Dicks
Dingell
Dixon
Doggett
Dooley
Doyle
Durbin
Engel
Eshoo
Evans
Farr
Fattah
Fazio
Fields (LA)
Filner
Flake
Foglietta
Ford
Frank (MA)
Frost
Furse
Gejdenson
Gephardt

Geren
Gibbons
Gonzalez
Gordon
Green
Gutierrez
Hall (OH)
Hamilton
Harman
Hastings (FL)
Hefner
Hilliard
Hinchey
Holden
Hoyer
Jackson-Lee
Jacobs
Jefferson
Johnson (SD)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnston
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy (MA)
Kennedy (RI)
Kennelly
Kildee
Kleczka
Klink
LaFalce
Lantos
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Lincoln
Lipinski
Lofgren
Lowey
Luther
Maloney
Markey
Martinez
Mascara
Matsui
McCarthy
McDermott
McHale
McKinney
McNulty
Meehan
Meek
Menendez
Mfume
Miller (CA)
Minge
Mink
Moakley
Mollohan
Moran
Morella
Murtha
Nadler
Neal
Oberstar

Obey
Olver
Ortiz
Owens
Pallone
Pastor
Payne (NJ)
Payne (VA)
Pelosi
Peterson (FL)
Pomeroy
Poshard
Rahall
Rangel
Reed
Richardson
Rivers
Roemer
Rose
Roybal-Allard
Rush
Sabo
Sanders
Sawyer
Schroeder
Schumer
Scott
Serrano
Sisisky
Skaggs
Skelton
Slaughter
Spratt
Stark
Stokes
Studds
Stupak
Tanner
Taylor (MS)
Thompson
Thornton
Thurman
Tiahrt
Torres
Torricelli
Towns
Vento
Visclosky
Volkmer
Walsh
Ward
Waters
Watt (NC)
Waxman
Williams
Wilson
Wise
Woolsey
Wyden
Wynn
Yates

NAYS—241

Allard
Archer
Armey
Bachus
Baker (CA)
Baker (LA)
Ballenger
Barr
Barrett (NE)
Bartlett
Barton
Bass
Bateman
Bereuter
Bilbray
Bilirakis
Bliley
Blute
Boehlert
Boehner
Bonilla
Bono
Brewster
Brownback
Bryant (TN)
Bunn
Bunning
Burr
Burton
Buyer
Callahan

Calvert
Camp
Canady
Castle
Chabot
Chambliss
Chenoweth
Christensen
Chrysler
Clinger
Coble
Coburn
Collins (GA)
Combest
Condit
Cooley
Cox
Crane
Crapo
Cremeans
Cubin
Cunningham
Davis
Deal
DeLay
Diaz-Balart
Dickey
Doolittle
Dornan
Dreier
Duncan

Dunn
Edwards
Ehlers
Ehrlich
Emerson
English
Ensign
Everett
Ewing
Fawell
Fields (TX)
Flanagan
Foley
Forbes
Fowler
Fox
Franks (CT)
Franks (NJ)
Frelinghuysen
Frisa
Funderburk
Gallegly
Ganske
Gekas
Gilchrest
Gillmor
Gilman
Goodlatte
Goodling
Goss
Graham

Greenwood
Gunderson
Gutknecht
Hall (TX)
Hancock
Hansen
Hastert
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Heineman
Herger
Hilleary
Hobson
Hoekstra
Hoke
Horn
Hostettler
Houghton
Hunter
Hutchinson
Hyde
Inglis
Istook
Johnson (CT)
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Kasich
Kelly
Kim
King
Kingston
Klug
Knollenberg
Kolbe
LaHood
Largent
Latham
LaTourette
Laughlin
Lazio
Leach
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (KY)
Lightfoot
Linder
Livingston
LoBiondo
Longley

Lucas
Manton
Manzullo
Martini
McCollum
McCrery
McDade
McHugh
McIntosh
McKeon
Metcalf
Meyers
Mica
Miller (FL)
Molinari
Montgomery
Moorhead
Myers
Myrick
Nethercutt
Neumann
Ney
Norwood
Nussle
Orton
Oxley
Packard
Parker
Paxon
Peterson (MN)
Petri
Pickett
Pombo
Porter
Portman
Pryce
Quillen
Quinn
Radanovich
Ramstad
Regula
Riggs
Roberts
Rogers
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Roth
Roukema
Royce
Salmon

Sanford
Saxton
Scarborough
Schaefer
Schiff
Seastrand
Sensenbrenner
Shadegg
Shaw
Shays
Shuster
Skeen
Smith (MI)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Solomon
Souder
Spence
Stearns
Stenholm
Stockman
Stump
Talent
Tate
Tauzin
Taylor (NC)
Tejeda
Thomas
Thornberry
Torkildsen
Traficant
Upton
Vucanovich
Walker
Wamp
Watts (OK)
Weldon (FL)
Weldon (PA)
Weller
White
Whitfield
Wicker
Wolf
Young (AK)
Young (FL)
Zeliff
Zimmer

NOT VOTING—4

McInnis
Tucker

Velazquez
Waldholtz

b 1535
The Clerk announced the following

pair:
On this vote:
Ms. Velázquez for, with Mr. McInnis

against.

Mr. PACKARD changed his vote from
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay’’.

Ms. WATERS and Messrs. FARR,
BERMAN, CHAPMAN, and PETERSON
of Florida, changed their vote from
‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea’’.

So the motion to recommit was re-
jected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). The question is on the con-
ference report.

Pursuant to the provisions of clause 7
of rule XV, the yeas and nays are or-
dered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 244, nays
181, not voting 7, as follows:

[Roll No. 854]
YEAS—244

Allard
Archer
Armey
Bachus
Baker (CA)
Baker (LA)
Ballenger
Barr
Barrett (NE)

Bartlett
Barton
Bass
Bateman
Bereuter
Bilbray
Bilirakis
Bishop
Bliley

Blute
Boehlert
Boehner
Bonilla
Bono
Brewster
Brownback
Bryant (TN)
Bunn
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Bunning
Burr
Burton
Buyer
Calvert
Camp
Canady
Castle
Chabot
Chambliss
Christensen
Chrysler
Clinger
Coble
Coburn
Collins (GA)
Combest
Cooley
Cox
Crane
Crapo
Cremeans
Cunningham
Danner
Davis
Deal
DeLay
Diaz-Balart
Dickey
Dicks
Doolittle
Dornan
Doyle
Dreier
Duncan
Dunn
Edwards
Ehlers
Ehrlich
Emerson
English
Ensign
Everett
Ewing
Fawell
Fields (TX)
Flanagan
Foley
Forbes
Fowler
Fox
Franks (CT)
Franks (NJ)
Frelinghuysen
Frisa
Funderburk
Ganske
Gekas
Geren
Gilchrest
Gillmor
Gilman
Goodlatte
Goodling
Gordon
Goss
Graham
Greenwood
Gunderson
Gutknecht
Hall (TX)
Hansen
Hastert

Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hefley
Heineman
Herger
Hilleary
Hobson
Hoekstra
Hoke
Horn
Houghton
Hunter
Hutchinson
Hyde
Inglis
Istook
Johnson (CT)
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Kasich
Kelly
Kim
King
Kingston
Klug
Knollenberg
Kolbe
LaHood
Largent
Latham
LaTourette
Laughlin
Lazio
Leach
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (KY)
Lightfoot
Lincoln
Linder
Livingston
LoBiondo
Longley
Lucas
Manzullo
Martini
Mascara
McCollum
McCrery
McDade
McHugh
McIntosh
McKeon
McNulty
Metcalf
Meyers
Mica
Miller (FL)
Molinari
Mollohan
Montgomery
Moorhead
Murtha
Myers
Myrick
Neal
Nethercutt
Ney
Norwood
Nussle
Orton
Oxley
Packard
Parker

Paxon
Pickett
Pombo
Porter
Portman
Pryce
Quillen
Quinn
Radanovich
Rahall
Ramstad
Reed
Regula
Riggs
Roberts
Rogers
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Roukema
Royce
Salmon
Sanford
Saxton
Scarborough
Schaefer
Schiff
Seastrand
Shadegg
Shaw
Shays
Shuster
Sisisky
Skeen
Smith (MI)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Solomon
Souder
Spence
Stearns
Stenholm
Stockman
Stump
Talent
Tanner
Tate
Tauzin
Taylor (NC)
Thomas
Thornberry
Torkildsen
Traficant
Upton
Vucanovich
Walker
Walsh
Wamp
Watts (OK)
Weldon (FL)
Weldon (PA)
Weller
White
Whitfield
Wicker
Wise
Wolf
Young (AK)
Young (FL)
Zeliff
Zimmer

NAYS—181

Abercrombie
Ackerman
Andrews
Baesler
Baldacci
Barcia
Barrett (WI)
Becerra
Beilenson
Bentsen
Berman
Bevill
Bonior
Borski
Boucher
Browder
Brown (CA)
Brown (FL)
Brown (OH)
Bryant (TX)
Cardin
Chapman
Clay
Clayton

Clement
Clyburn
Coleman
Collins (IL)
Collins (MI)
Condit
Conyers
Costello
Coyne
Cramer
Cubin
de la Garza
DeFazio
DeLauro
Dellums
Deutsch
Dingell
Dixon
Doggett
Dooley
Durbin
Engel
Eshoo
Evans

Farr
Fattah
Fazio
Fields (LA)
Filner
Flake
Foglietta
Ford
Frank (MA)
Frost
Furse
Gallegly
Gejdenson
Gephardt
Gibbons
Gonzalez
Green
Gutierrez
Hall (OH)
Hamilton
Harman
Hastings (FL)
Hayworth
Hefner

Hilliard
Hinchey
Holden
Hostettler
Hoyer
Jackson-Lee
Jacobs
Jefferson
Johnson (SD)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnston
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy (MA)
Kennedy (RI)
Kennelly
Kildee
Kleczka
Klink
LaFalce
Lantos
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Lipinski
Lofgren
Lowey
Luther
Maloney
Manton
Markey
Martinez
Matsui
McCarthy
McDermott
McHale
McKinney
Meehan

Meek
Menendez
Mfume
Miller (CA)
Minge
Mink
Moakley
Moran
Morella
Nadler
Neumann
Oberstar
Obey
Olver
Ortiz
Owens
Pallone
Pastor
Payne (NJ)
Payne (VA)
Pelosi
Peterson (FL)
Peterson (MN)
Petri
Pomeroy
Poshard
Rangel
Richardson
Rivers
Roemer
Rose
Roth
Roybal-Allard
Rush
Sabo
Sanders
Sawyer

Schroeder
Schumer
Scott
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Skaggs
Skelton
Slaughter
Spratt
Stark
Stokes
Studds
Stupak
Taylor (MS)
Tejeda
Thompson
Thornton
Thurman
Tiahrt
Torres
Torricelli
Towns
Vento
Visclosky
Volkmer
Ward
Waters
Watt (NC)
Waxman
Williams
Wilson
Woolsey
Wyden
Wynn
Yates

NOT VOTING—7

Callahan
Chenoweth
Hancock

McInnis
Tucker
Velazquez

Waldholtz

b 1553

The Clerk announced the following
pair:

On this vote:
Mr. McInnis for, with Ms. Velázquez

against.

So the conference report was agreed
to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsidered was laid on
the table.
f

ANNOUNCEMENT ON AMENDMENTS
TO THE COMPREHENSIVE
ANTITERRORISM ACT

(Mr. SOLOMON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, the
Rules Committee may be meeting as
soon as this Saturday, December 16, to
grant a rule which may limit the
amendments to be offered to H.R. 1710,
the Comprehensive Antiterrorism Act
of 1995.

Subject to the approval of the Rules
Committee, this rule may include a
provision limiting amendments to
those specified in the rule. Any Mem-
ber who desires to offer an amendment
should submit 55 copies and a brief ex-
planation of the amendment by 4 p.m.
on Friday, December 15, to the Rules
Committee, at room H–312 in the Cap-
itol.

Amendments should be drafted to the
text of the Hyde-Barr substitute, which
has been printed in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD of December 5, and which has
also been introduced as a separate bill
(H.R. 2703). The rule is likely to self-

execute in the Hyde-Barr amendment
as a new base text for H.R. 1710.

Members should use the Office of
Legislative Counsel to ensure that
their amendments are properly drafted
and should check with the Office of the
Parliamentarian to be certain their
amendments comply with the rules of
the House.
f

FURTHER CONFERENCE REPORT
ON H.R. 1530, NATIONAL DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 1996

Mr. SPENCE submitted the following
conference report and statement on the
bill (H.R. 1530) to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 1996 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe personnel
strengths for such fiscal year for the
Armed Forces, and for other purposes:
f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PROVID-
ING FOR DEBATE AND CONSID-
ERATION OF THREE MEASURES
RELATING TO U.S. TROOP DE-
PLOYMENTS IN BOSNIA

Mr. SOLOMON, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 104–405) on the resolution (H.
Res. 304) providing for debate and for
consideration of three measures relat-
ing to the deployment of U.S. Armed
Forces in and around the territory of
the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.
f

PROVIDING FOR DEBATE AND
CONSIDERATION OF THREE
MEASURES RELATING TO UNIT-
ED STATES TROOP DEPLOY-
MENTS IN BOSNIA

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 304, and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 304

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to debate the
deployment of United States Armed Forces
in and around the territory of the Republic
of Bosnia and Herzegovina for one hour
equally divided and controlled by the chair-
man and ranking minority member of the
Committee on International Relations.

SEC. 2. After debate pursuant to the first
section of this resolution it shall be in order
to consider in the House the bill (H.R. 2770)
to prohibit Federal funds from being used for
the deployment on the ground of United
States Armed Forces in the Republic of
Bosnia and Herzegovina as part of any peace-
keeping operation, or as part of any imple-
mentation force. The bill shall be debatable
for one hour equally divided and controlled
by Representative Dornan of California and
an opponent. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill to final pas-
sage without intervening motion except one
motion to recommit.
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SEC. 3. After disposition of or postpone-

ment of further proceedings on H.R. 2770, it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
resolution (H. Res. 302) relating to the de-
ployment of United States Armed Forces in
and around the territory of the Republic of
Bosnia and Herzegovina to enforce the peace
agreement between the parties to the con-
flict in the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. The resolution shall be debat-
able for one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by Representative Buyer of Indiana
and an opponent. The previous question shall
be considered as ordered on the resolution to
final adoption without intervening motion.

SEC. 4. After disposition of or postpone-
ment of further proceedings on House Reso-
lution 302, it shall be in order to consider in
the House a resolution relating to the de-
ployment of United States Armed Forces in
and around the territory of the Republic of
Bosnia and Herzegovina offered by the Mi-
nority Leader or his designee. The resolution
shall be debatable for one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the proponent and an
opponent. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the resolution to
final adoption without intervening motion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). The gentleman from New
York [Mr. SOLOMON] is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
the customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Ohio [Mr. HALL], pending
which I yield myself such time as I
may consume. During consideration of
the resolution, all time yielded is for
debate purposes only.

(Mr. SOLOMON asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rials.)

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, the rule
before us in designed to enable the en-
able House to debate the President’s
policy of deploying American ground
troops to Bosnia as part of a NATO
peacekeeping contingent.

Because the peace agreement is
scheduled to be signed in Paris tomor-
row, and because the President has
asked the Congress to vote on the de-
ployment of U.S. troops before the
peace agreement is signed, we are tak-
ing this unusual action of a same-day
consideration rulemaking this debate
in order. It, therefore, can be legiti-
mately argued this qualifies as an ur-
gent or emergency matter on those
grounds.

Having said that, however, I want to
make clear that my own preference
would have been that we not vote on
anything today since the House has al-
ready twice expressed its overwhelm-
ing opposition to send American troops
in Bosnia. That should have been suffi-
cient. I seriously doubt that many
minds have been changed since our last
vote on November 17—less than a
month ago.

However, it was the feeling of our
conference, and of many Members on
the other side of the aisle, that the
House should vote again on the Presi-
dent’s policy, because it was not offi-
cially and fully unveiled or presented,
until after that last vote took place on
this floor. That’s an understandable ar-
gument for today’s debate and votes,
even if I don’t happen to agree with it.

The rule before us will give the House
ample time to both debate the Presi-
dent’s Bosnia policy, and to vote on
three distinct alternatives measures.
Under the rule before us, there will
first be 1 hour of general debate on the
subject of deploying American troops
to Bosnia, equally divided between the
chairman and ranking minority mem-
ber of the International Relations
Committee.

Following that debate, the rule first
makes it in order to consider in the
House a bill introduced by Representa-
tive DORNAN of California, H.R. 2770,
which prohibits the use of appropriated
funds for deploying American troops to
Bosnia. That bill will be debated for 1
hour, divided between Mr. DORNAN and
an opponent. It will not be subject to
amendment but will be subject to one
motion to recommit which may con-
tain instructions.

Following the disposition of the Dor-
nan bill, the House will consider a
sense-of-the-House resolution, House
Resolution 302, by Representative
BUYER of Indiana. The Buyer resolu-
tion first calls attention to the pre-
vious two House votes in opposition to
sending our troops to Bosnia, and the
President’s subsequent decision to do
so anyway, notwithstanding those
votes.

The resolution then reiterates, and
this is important, the concerns and the
opposition of the House to the Presi-
dent’s policy, but goes on to express for
American servicemen and women who
will be deployed to Bosnia and calls for
their full protection, and the supply of
sufficient resources to carry out the
mission.

The Buyer resolution will be debated
in the House for 1 hour, and is not sub-
ject to amendment or to a motion to
recommit.

Finally, the rule allows the minority
leader or his designee to offer a resolu-
tion in the House on the subject to
United States troop deployment to
Bosnia, debatable under the same
terms and conditions as the Buyer res-
olution.

Let me emphasize that we are talk-
ing about three, free-standing meas-
ures, each of which will have a separate
vote, regardless of the outcome of
votes on the other measures. This is
not a king-of-the-hill or most-votes
procedure. It is conceivable that all
three measures could pass, that all
three measures could be defeated, or
that only one or two could pass.

The House will be able to work its
will on all three.

Mr. Speaker, I know there will be
some who will still criticize this proc-
ess for one reason or another. It is not
perfect, but it does allow for substan-
tial debate on at least three options. I
say ‘‘at least three options’’ since the
minority is also protected in its right
to offer a motion to recommit the Dor-
nan bill with amendatory instructions
subject to 10 minutes of debate. So,
there could actually be four alter-
natives before the House today.

Mr. Speaker, the process will still be
criticized by some, I suppose, because
none of the measures has been reported
for a committee or is subject to amend-
ment.

But the President’s Bosnia policy has
been the subject of considerable hear-
ings and discussions in several commit-
tees of the House and Senate, as well as
the subject of the previous debates and
votes on this floor which I have already
referred to.

So, while this may not be a perfect
process, I think it is still fair and open
in giving this House the ample amount
of debate time that many have asked
for on the President’s Bosnia policy,
and the opportunity to choose among
several alternatives in response to that
policy. By the end of the day today,
there should be no question as to where
this House stands. I personally remain
adamantly opposed to the present pol-
icy of placing American troops in
harm’s way in a place where they are
not wanted and do not belong.

b 1600

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may
consume.

(Mr. HALL of Ohio asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to commend my colleague
from New York, Mr. SOLOMON, for
bringing this resolution to the floor.

House Resolution 304 is a rule which
would permit the consideration of
three, free-standing bills in response to
our commitment to use United States
troops to bring peace to Bosnia and im-
plement the Dayton peace accord. The
three bills are H.R. 2770, introduced by
Mr. DORNAN; House Resolution 302, in-
troduced by Mr. BUYER and Mr. SKEL-
TON, and a Democratic alternative, of-
fered by the minority leader or his des-
ignee.

As my colleague form New York has
ably described, this rule provides 1
hour of general debate, equally divided
and controlled by the chairman and
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on International Relations. The
rule further provides for 1 hour of de-
bate for each of the other three propos-
als. No amendments are permitted.

I must express my disappointment
with the process on this rule. We all
knew that the President asked Con-
gress for a vote of support for the
troops. We have had weeks to plan this
rule. However, not even 3 hours ago,
key decisions had not been made on
this process. Now we are debating this
on this floor. As a matter of fact we
just debated on the rule 15 minutes
ago. This is a vital matter of war and
peace. Ram-rodding this issue through
the House on such a grave issue does a
disservice to Members on both sides of
this question.

Mr. Speaker, there are two issues of
substance at stake here. The first issue
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is whether the United States will be a
leader for world peace. We have an op-
portunity to bring peace to a turbulent
region in Europe that has been ravaged
by war for 4 years. Opportunities like
this do not come about easily or often.
We should seize the chance for peace
while we have it.

The second issue is whether we will
support our President and retain credi-
bility in the international community.
Or will we tie the hands of our Presi-
dent, embarrass ourselves, and let
down our supporters and friends in Eu-
rope. President Clinton has taken a
bold step for peace. We should back
him up.

This past summer, I traveled to the
former Yugoslavia and witnessed the
terrible conditions there. When I vis-
ited refugees in Tuzla and Zenica, I saw
many children that had not only lost
their homes. They had lost hope. When
I looked into the eyes of these children,
I saw pain, confusion, and sadness. I
found that many of these children had
not been immunized or educated during
the 4 years of the Bosnian war.

When I returned to America, I called
Carol Bellamy, the executive director
of UNICEF, and asked her to help im-
plement a plan to immunize the chil-
dren of Bosnia. She quickly pulled to-
gether a detailed proposal.

Two weeks ago, I was with President
Clinton at the White House when he
endorsed the proposal and he pledged
funding. This humanitarian initiative
is now going on. I compliment the
President for supporting the children.

My constituents and I have a special
reason for wanting the peace process to
go forward. The treaty between the
warring factions was negotiated at
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base,
which is partly in my district. We are
proud of the role that we played in the
crafting of this agreement.

Two days ago, the mayor of the city
of Dayton and all the city commis-
sioners signed a proclamation express-
ing pride and support for the men and
women of our Armed Forces who are
helping to implement the Dayton peace
agreement. The resolution also calls on
‘‘all nations of the world to support the
Dayton peace agreement.’’

I would like to insert the text of the
proclamation in the RECORD.

The rule before us will give House
Members an opportunity to support he
President and peace. I regret that the
rule did not make in order a proposal
by Mr. KENNEDY that would have re-
quired our NATO allies to pick up the
costs associated with this mission.

Mr. Speaker, our national security
interests are at stake. I urge defeat of
the Dornan bill, defeat of the Buyer/
Skelton resolution, and support of the
Democratic alternative.

Mr. Speaker, I include for the
RECORD the proclamation to which I re-
ferred.

PROCLAMATION

Whereas, The Dayton Peace Agreement
represents an opportunity for all parties
within Bosnia and Herzegovina to work to-

ward building a lasting peace for its people;
and

Whereas, the last four years have yielded
untold suffering of families and innocent vic-
tims who have lost homes, friends, and a way
of life to the worst atrocities and war in Eu-
rope since World War II; and

Whereas, The Dayton Peace Agreement
calls for free and democratic elections to be
held throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina,
and commits all parties, including Serbia
and Croatia, to cooperate fully and abide by
international humanitarian law; and

Whereas, The Dayton Peace Agreement
also commits all parties in Bosnia and
Herzegovina to respect the highest level of
internationally recognized human rights;
and

Whereas, The Dayton Peace Agreement ac-
knowledges the need for international assist-
ance to help the people of Bosnia and
Herzegovina rebuild communities after the
devastation of four years of war; and

Whereas, The Dayton Peace Agreement is
testimony to the leadership that The United
States and its allies must play not only to
preserve peace, but to build peace in the
world.

Now, therefore, be it resolved, that the
City of Dayton Ohio, and its citizens com-
mend all the parties in Bosnia and
Herzegovina for courageously agreeing to
peace for all its people; and

Be it further resolved, that the City of
Dayton, where, through leadership of the
United States and its allies, terms and condi-
tions for a fair and just peace were forged,
extends its hopes and prayers to the people
of Bosnia and Herzegovina that their peace
may be lasting and free; and

Be it further resolved, that the City of
Dayton with pride and support wish the men
and women well, of our armed forces, who
will assist the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation in implementing the Dayton Peace
Agreement; and

Be it further resolved, that the City of
Dayton commits to working with Sister
Cites International in providing a network of
cities to assist our counterparts in further
building the peace in Bosnia and
Herzegovina; and

Be it further resolved, that the City of
Dayton encourages all nations of the world
to support the Dayton Peace Agreement.

Signed and presented to the President of
the United States, William J. Clinton, De-
cember 11, 1995.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, I have
to take exception to the statement of
my very good friend, the gentleman
from Ohio [Mr. HALL], that we are ram-
ming these measures through the
House.

My colleagues, let us be perfectly
clear about it, the reason we are on
this floor here today over my objec-
tions, I might add, because I do not
think we should be here, period, is be-
cause President Clinton has asked
Speaker GINGRICH to have this body
take another vote on this issue before
the Paris signing tomorrow. That is
why we are here today. If it were not
for that request, I can guarantee you
that I would not have let this matter
come before this body today.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the
gentleman from Florida [Mr. DIAZ-
BALART], a very respected new member
of the Committee on Rules.

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I
will support this rule because it gives

ample opportunity to the Congress to
support the very serious question of
the Bosnia intervention. In the last 2
weeks, in multiple discussions held
with colleagues in this House about the
imposition of the Clinton administra-
tion of the new Secretary General, Mr.
Solana, of NATO, various colleagues
have stated to me that that decision by
the Clinton administration seriously
and legitimately calls into question
the foreign policy judgment of the ad-
ministration.

Mr. Speaker, NATO of course is the
military wing of the western alliance.
It was greatly responsible for main-
taining the security of Europe through-
out the cold war and, of course, today
we are poised to intervene militarily in
an armed conflict in Europe for the
first time since World War II and in the
Balkans under the military shield and
utilizing the military structure of
NATO for the first time in history.

Thus even though NATO was always
important, it is perhaps even more im-
portant today. So who is the man who
was named last week in Brussels as the
new Secretary general, the head of
NATO? Javier Solana is the foreign
minister of the Spanish Socialist
Workers party government. Mr. Solana
opposed NATO with vehemence
throughout the 1970’s and the 1980’s. As
late as 1986, when a Socialist-sponsored
referendum was held in Spain to deter-
mine whether it would remain in
NATO, Mr. Solana, then culture min-
ister in the Spanish Government, was
one of the most outspoken opponents
of Spain remaining in NATO.

He also opposed the presence of Unit-
ed States military bases on Spanish
soil. As late as 1985, precisely on that
subject of the presence of United
States bases on Spanish soil, he I think
somewhat contemptuously stated, and
I quote, If need be, we will send a copy
of the Spanish Constitution to Wash-
ington so they will know what a sov-
ereign country is.

Until September 29, 1979, Mr. Solana
was formerly a Marxist. That is the
date that his party, the Socialist
Workers Party, erased the word Marx-
ist from its political program so as to
help and win the next Spanish general
election. Despite the opposition of al-
most all western Europe, the Clinton
administration, Mr. Speaker, insisted
upon Mr. Solana to be the new NATO
Secretary General.

Much of the military and intelligence
community of the NATO countries sim-
ply could not understand why the Clin-
ton administration would insist on
Solana as the new NATO head with
other available candidates in conten-
tion such as Mr. Ruud Lubbers, former
Dutch Prime Minister, who was en-
dorsed by France and Germany and
Great Britain and was always a dedi-
cated supporter of NATO with exem-
plary security credentials.

The Clinton administration insisted
on imposing the Spanish Socialist
Solana as we prepare to use NATO to
intervene militarily in Europe for the



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H 14819December 13, 1995
first time since World War II, despite
the fact that the Spanish Government
is being wracked by unprecedented cor-
ruption, despite the fact that Solana,
while Spanish Foreign Minister, just
ended a 6-month stint as chairman of
the European Union and during that
time named a buddy of his, Mr. Garcia
Vargas, a former defense minister in
the Spanish Cabinet, who was so per-
sonally affected by corruption, includ-
ing illegal wiretapping that he had to
resign from the Spanish Cabinet. Mr.
Solana named him European Union
Special Envoy to Basnia.

b 1615

Most importantly, Mr. Speaker, de-
spite the fact that Spain is not part of
the military structure of NATO, that
was the candidate, that Foreign Min-
ister of that government that is not
part of the military wing of NATO, was
the imposition of the Clinton adminis-
tration for Secretary General of NATO,
and that is the administration that is
now asking the American people and
the Congress to trust it with respect to
Bosnia. I think this debate is long
overdue, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I would just like to say
before I yield to my friend, the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. BEILEN-
SON], that the chairman, the gentleman
from New York [Mr. SOLOMON], took
issue with the fact that I said that we
were ramrodding this rule through this
process. I say to the gentleman, I real-
ly believe that, Mr. SOLOMON, and I
know that the gentleman is trying to
react to the fact that the President is
going to the peace signing tomorrow,
but I must say that we have known
about the fact that we wanted to have
this debate, and it has been many
weeks in coming, and what has hap-
pened is that we had a Committee on
Rules in which we just passed a rule 20
minutes ago of which we have three
amendments; not three amendments,
three bills and one rule. Only one
amendment has any teeth in it; it is
the Dornan amendment, because in
fact it is really law if it would pass.
The other two are sense of Congress.
But of the other two, one is changing,
and probably as I am talking, the Skel-
ton-Buyer amendment. At least it was
changing as of 110 minutes ago. I just
got the Democratic alternative, which
to me as I read very quickly is I wish
it could be stronger, and the fact is
that it is being ramrodded, and it is a
heck of a way to debate probably one of
the more important issues that we re
debating this whole year, is the com-
mitment of troops.

So, it is being ramrodded. I realize
the pressure that the chairman is
under, but I must stick by my original
comment, that this is a heck of a way
to bring up a serious issue like this,
and I very much object to it.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 7 minutes to the
gentleman from California [Mr. BEIL-

ENSON], a very distinguished member of
the Committee on Rules.

Mr. BEILENSON. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the distinguished gentleman for
yielding me such a generous amount of
time.

Mr. Speaker, the rule before us pro-
vides for consideration of what is clear-
ly one of the most significant foreign
policy measures we shall take up in the
foreseeable future, the measure dealing
with congressional support, or dis-
approval, of the President’s decision to
send troops to Bosnia-Herzegovina to
participate in the peacekeeping oper-
ation there. This is a decision we all
hope will mark the beginning of the
end of the tragic conflict.

With respect to the rule itself, our
main concern in fashioning it was
enough time be provided so that Mem-
bers on both sides of the aisle and on
all sides of the issue have an adequate
opportunity to offer their arguments
and to hear the opinions and argu-
ments of other Members. We should
have preferred more debate time, and
many of us felt that a full day of de-
bate was necessary for a measure of
this significance. We do hope that
every Member who has a desire to be
heard during this important debate is
given the opportunity to speak during
the time that is provided under this
rule.

Mr. Speaker, for almost 4 years now
most Americans have been angered and
sickened by the seemingly endless sav-
agery and destruction being per-
petrated in the lands that comprise the
former Yugoslavia—and have urged and
prayed that someone, somewhere,
would try to put an end to the suffer-
ing.

Finally, after years of failure of the
combatants themselves and of their
neighbors in Europe to stop the fight-
ing, the United States has stepped in
and done what every decent and caring
American has wanted.

We have asserted our leadership of
NATO and participated in air strikes
that sent an unmistakable signal for
the first time that continued aggres-
sion would be punished forcefully, and
we have asserted the moral authority
that only the United States seems to
represent to many people throughout
the world and have brokered a peace
treaty between the former combatants.

Finally there has been a cessation of
hostilities; finally,a peace agreement
has been approved by all the warring
parties.

I hope one can assume, up to this
point at least, virtually all Americans
approve of and applaud what we have
done. Yet many Americans are voicing
unalterable opposition to sending any
U.S. personnel to help enforce this
newly achieved peace agreement, and
even more are questioning the advis-
ability of such further involvement by
us in attempting to help keep this
tragic conflagration from restarting.

That is an entirely proper and nor-
mal concern, it seems to me. In fact, it
should be part of the debate that we

have not really had since the end of the
cold war, about what the international
role of the United States should be, and
when and where, and under what cir-
cumstances, we should use our Armed
Forces other than to repel a direct at-
tack upon our own Nation.

It has, understandably, been difficult
since the end of the cold war to agree
upon a role for the United States to
play in world affairs. The threats to us,
and to much of the rest of the free
world, are certainly less obvious and
less specific than they used to be. But
it has become painfully clear over the
past few years that concerted efforts to
help bring about the results most of us
in the United States would hope for
seem unable to be brought about suc-
cessfully without active involvement
and, in fact, leadership from the United
States.

Now we are faced with a peace agree-
ment that was made possible by Amer-
ican-led NATO air strikes and Amer-
ican diplomacy, and one that all of the
parties want American forces to help
carry out. One could argue that it does
not necessarily follow that we cannot
now walk away from a truly hopeful
situation that we were instrumental in
creating, but if Americans really want
us to do just that, it probably would
have been better for us not to have
tried to end the fighting in the first
place.

Not everyone agrees, of course, but
some of us like the idea that the world
looks to us for leadership so long as we
determine how, and when, and whether
we should respond. In this case we are
not faced with the situation confronted
by the British, French, and other na-
tions’ troops under the banner of the
United Nations, who have tried to en-
force a peace on warring parties that
required their being in the middle of an
ongoing war.

The parties have now agreed to stop
fighting, and our troops will be in the
position, finally, of peacekeepers, rath-
er than peacemakers, which was sadly
the position in which the United States
troops found themselves both in Soma-
lia and in Lebanon. In this current
case, too, the Pentagon itself is satis-
fied with the role our troops will play
and the circumstances in which they
will be deployed which represents a
complete about-face from their posi-
tion, quite a proper one it seems too, I
think all of us over the past couple of
years were against committing United
States troops to Bosnia for war-fight-
ing purposes.

If our military, which is far and away
the most capable, best-trained, and
best-equipped in the world, is ever to
be deployed for purposes other than de-
fending our own territory, this, it
seems to many of us, is the best pos-
sible use.

We are proud of the fine men and
women of our Armed Forces, and if we
are ever to use them at all, we can
think of no better way than that of
honest peace-keeping in a situation
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where our presence, United States pres-
ence, literally will make all the dif-
ference.

There is no one here in Washington
who wants us to be the policeman of
the world, or solely responsible for en-
forcing the peace in Bosnia or any-
where else, but this is the kind of coop-
erative and multilateral effort that
many Americans have, for many years
now, called for and insisted upon, and
it is being done under rules of engage-
ment that provide that American
troops will be under American com-
mand, and that they will have the au-
thority to respond immediately, and
with overwhelming force.

It may not be possible for us to de-
fine to our own satisfaction, and in ad-
vance, exactly when and in what capac-
ity American troops should be used in
this new and more complicated—if of-
tentimes less threatening—world than
we used to face during the cold war,
but we are a moral, and a caring, and a
peace-seeking people; we take our
ideals and beliefs seriously; and, when
our involvement, with others, will stop
the kind of terrible suffering that has
been going on in this corner of Eastern
Europe for 4 years now, common de-
cency and concern for other human
beings dictates that we do what we
can.

President Clinton, in fact, offered a
useful, pragmatic, and yet moral policy
for this Nation to follow in the years
immediately ahead, and I quote him, if
I may, Mr. Speaker: ‘‘We cannot stop
war for all time, but we can stop some
wars. We cannot save all women and all
children, but we can save many of
them. We can’t do everything, but we
must do what we can.’’

This is something we can do, and it is
something we must do, if we are to
have any respect for ourselves and for
this great Nation whose people we are
privileged to represent.

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from
Sanibel, FL [Mr. GOSS], a very distin-
guished member of the Committee on
Rules who has been very much involved
in this issue.

(Mr. GOSS asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
distinguished chairman of the Rules
Committee from Glens Falls, Mr. SOLO-
MON, for yielding me this time.

Mr. Speaker, let me begin by saying
that I support the rule to allow this
critical debate to come to the floor.
The rule provides for ample debate
time especially since this body has de-
bated and spoken clearly twice re-
cently, and it provides for consider-
ation of a range of motions, fairly rep-
resenting—in my opinion—the broad
range of views and conflicting positions
held by Members of this body. There is
no question that the President has
used his authority to deploy troops—
against the clear wishes of this House
of Congress. Nevertheless, we must
deal with the situation as it exists. It

is a curious situation. Why is the
President flying to Paris on December
13 when we are in budget crisis that
threatens to shutdown Government
Friday? Where do the President’s prior-
ities lie?

But Mr. Speaker, as we prepare to
begin this debate that has national and
international ramifications, I want to
take a minute to talk about individ-
uals—those I represent in southwest
Florida and those who will be spending
a cold winter in the hills of war-rav-
aged Bosnia under the Dayton agree-
ment and the President’s plan. This
past weekend I held two town meet-
ings, and the topic that evoked the
sharpest response from my constitu-
ents at these meetings was Bosnia. Not
Medicare, not the budget, but Bosnia.
And the questions were direct and
heartfelt and to the point: Why are we
putting our young men and women on
the ground in Bosnia? These were not
political people asking political ques-
tions—these were honest folks demand-
ing an answer.

I have listened to the President and
his advisors and his spokesmen, and I
still cannot find a convincing answer. I
have yet to be convinced that the Unit-
ed States has a compelling reason to
put people on the ground in Bosnia. I
say ‘‘people,’’ because these are indi-
viduals—sons and daughters—who will
be put in harm’s way. And it is not a
country or an army that will suffer
casualties and loss of life if things go
wrong; it is those individual people.

In considering where to go from here,
I cannot support a complete with-
drawal of funds and support for the
United States troops who are already
on the ground in the former Yugo-
slavia. These men and women are wear-
ing the uniform of the U.S. military
and obeying orders, and we cannot
leave them stranded in hostile terri-
tory. I would like to see them brought
home, however, and I certainly will not
give the President a blanket approval
to continue as he sees fit. Because too
many Americans have taken the time
to tell me that they strongly disagree
with the President’s actions so far. In
addition I have serious questions about
the role of NATO in this operation, and
the arrangements for burden sharing
that have been put together. Our forces
have been trained in conventional war-
fare, and are the best in the world—
however, the greatest threat in Bosnia
comes from unconventional sources.
And I am concerned that when it comes
time to withdraw our troops under the
President’s plan, extraction will be ex-
tremely difficult.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I do want to
draw attention to the parallel that
many inside and outside the adminis-
tration are drawing between the mis-
sion in Bosnia and the mission in Haiti.
I think this is a good comparison, but
not, I suspect, for the same reasons as
the White House. It is a useful com-
parison because despite a virtual media
blackout and attempts by the Clinton
administration to spin the situation

otherwise, the conditions in Haiti are
deteriorating and could very well col-
lapse as soon as our troops leave. We
are reminded that efforts at nation
building are not as simple as they
seem, and that internal problems of
foreign countries spanning many gen-
erations cannot be solved by a year of
occupation by the United States Armed
Forces, especially in difficult terrain,
harsh climate, and the dangerous at-
mosphere we know is Bosnia. And we
are disarming in Haiti and rearming in
Bosnia. I urge my colleagues to support
the rule.

b 1630
Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I

yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Florida [Mr. HASTINGS].

(Mr. HASTINGS of Florida asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I thank my good friend, the
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. HALL], for
yielding time to me.

Mr. Speaker, I oppose this rule be-
cause it promotes wishy-washiness.
The gentleman from New York, [Mr.
SOLOMON], the chairman of the com-
mittee, has commented on the fact
that we have had hearings in other
committees. We have, but not about
the particular language that we are
getting ready to vote on. There have
been no committee hearings in that re-
gard. I have been to every hearing on
the Committee on International Rela-
tions that was officially held concern-
ing Bosnia. It does not permit any
amendments, and then we are just see-
ing the language, as I speak. It is a
work in progress. We do not have any
idea what we are getting ready to vote
on. This is political posturing in the
extreme.

Mr. Speaker, we were sent here to
lead, not to seek cover for our politi-
cal, personal safety. What do we have
with this rule? Cut off the troops. The
other body just voted something like
that. We voted on Hefley here on au-
thorization. The other body just re-
jected that soundly, 77 to 22. Trash the
President but support the troops. You
all trash the President every day
around here, so what else is new about
that? Support the troops? But we have
some reservations.

Is this leadership? We should support
the President, any President, Repub-
lican or Democrat, when they deploy
troops under their constitutional aegis,
and we should promote and praise the
troops that I saw when I was in Croatia
this past weekend. These children are
magnificent, and we should reject this
rule. Here is why.

Let me quote, for those who keep
asking, ‘‘What is the stake for the
United States, and why does United
States participation make a dif-
ference?’’ Admiral Leighton Smith, a
four-star in charge of every American
child in that theater, said:

The question is about United States lead-
ership in the world. If we don’t go in, our
credibility goes to rock bottom.
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Let me repeat again what Admiral

Leighton Smith said, in response to the
question ‘‘What is the United States’
stakes in Bosnia, and why does United
States participation make a dif-
ference?’’ He said:

The question is about United States lead-
ership in the world. If we don’t go in, our
credibility goes to rock bottom. The next
time, when vital U.S. interests are engaged,
our allies and friends are not going to be
with us. If we don’t go in, there will be more
killing and the war can spread. Do not un-
derestimate the volatility of the Balkans.

What I saw in the way of destruction
in Sarajevo, no man or woman in this
body can say that we should not some-
how or other, as the leader of the
world, promote a period of decency and
give peace a chance.

Reject this rule.
Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, I yield

myself such time as I may consume.
Mr. Speaker, I would say to my

friend, the gentleman from Florida,
ALCEE HASTINGS, who is leaving the
floor there, and he is a good friend, but
I have just about heard all I am going
to hear on this. This bill is on this
floor because the President asked for it
to be here. Mr. Speaker, I would just as
soon pull this rule. We do not need to
debate this today. However, if you are
going to continue trashing us, we
might as well do that. Keep that in
mind. We are bending over backwards
to be fair, I want to tell the gentleman,
and he can trust my sincerity in that.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. SOLOMON. I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from California.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, we have
97 people on the ground in Tuzla, 97,
scouts, that is all. It snowed 21⁄2 feet
yesterday. There were 16 flights ready
to go in, not big C–141’s and certainly
not C–5 Galaxies, Hercules, hard land-
ing aircraft. One got in out of 16. I am
waiting for a weather report right now.
I do not think anybody got in today. It
is snowing again.

I am the one who drove this, so we
could have one more vote before we
start the First Armored moving. I do
not want this on the floor today after
what I have just heard. I really do not.
I want to give you time to study it all
night.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker will the gentleman yield?

Mr. DORNAN. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Florida.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I will be very brief. I share
with the gentleman from California
[Mr. DORNAN] the concern about that
snow. The weather or the elements
there are the most serious threat to
our troops, but you do not pick your
theater when you are trying to pre-
serve some kind of semblance of peace.
It is going to be a difficult theater. No
war is risk free, and nobody here knows
that better than he does, I would say to
the gentleman from California.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for saying that. My

problem is basically constitutional. I
testified to this up at the Committee
on Rules. Bless everybody’s heart
around here for loving our men and
women in uniform going in harm’s
way.

I have spoken on this floor about the
atrocities in Bosnia as much as any-
body. I begged President Bush to do
something, to hit those concentration
camps with an air assault using
Blackhawks with Cobra and Apache
gunship support, and extract the people
from the concentration camps. I did
not want, and it is a rough word, but it
is fair, I did not want the current
President to dither away 3 years.

The other sides are not going to kill
one another with three feet of snow.
You cannot find your own land mines
without landmarks, and I do not give
Bill Clinton much advice, but if he
wanted to be a hero with the First Ar-
mored Division, he could very easily,
at Paris tomorrow, say:

We are holding off the deployment because
of the severe weather, and I am telling my
young dads and moms in Europe that are on
their way there, enjoy Christmas with your
children and your wives. We will start mov-
ing on the 6th or 7th.

Imagine the cheer that would go up
in the day rooms in Germany, which
will probably have half a foot of snow,
and nobody knows what the buildup in
weather is going to be until Christmas.
I just heard a European weather projec-
tion. They are predicting the worst
weather since the winter of 1944 and
1945, which was the worst in 50 years,
so I do not want this on the floor if we
are going to have all this angst. Jerk
it, and we can do it tomorrow, or bet-
ter yet, Friday.

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Missouri [Mr. SKELTON].

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate hearing my friend, the gentleman
from Florida [Mr. HASTINGS], and his
spirited comments a few moments ago.
I would point out a phrase that he
used: ‘‘No war is risk free.’’ Mr. Speak-
er, this is not a war. We are told that
our troops are being sent there as
peacekeepers, but I am afraid and I will
explain this further in debate on the
general bill and during the amend-
ments, why this is not an evenhanded,
impartial peacekeeping operation, and
how it may very well end up in a very
high-risk situation as far as our troops
are concerned.

I would also point out that the bill
that the gentleman from Indiana [Mr.
BUYER] and I put forth, and on which
there will be a vote later this evening,
is based upon hearings that we had in
the Committee on National Security.
We had numerous hearings there. What
is in there, we took from the hearings
the testimony and combined it into
this bill that we have put forth as num-
ber 302.

I also wish to point out that early on
November 11, I set forth some eight
conditions under which we could de-
ploy troops to the country of Bosnia. I

gave full expression of my concern in
those eight conditions as of that mo-
ment. I tell this body, Mr. Speaker,
that six of those conditions have been
met, two have not been met.

As a result, I have chosen to be a
principal cosponsor with my friend, the
gentleman from Indiana, and I hope
that when we reach that, that there
will be a sizeable, sizeable vote in favor
of it. I also will vote for this rule.

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Greens-
boro, NC, Mr. HOWARD COBLE, a very
distinguished Member of this body.

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from New York for yielding
time to me.

Mr. Speaker, I am fresh off the
Christmas parade circuit back home. I
rode in nine Christmas parades. While
these parades are not scientific polls,
they are accurate barometers of public
opinion. The consistent theme I heard
from thousands at these Christmas pa-
rades was twofold: Do not back down
on your effort to balance the budget,
and stay out of Bosnia.

I spoke with many of these constitu-
ents personally, Mr. Speaker. They op-
pose our presence in Bosnia, not be-
cause they are insensitive or uncaring
about the problems that plague Bosnia,
but rather because they view it as a
lose-lose proposition for the United
States.

The reasons for this conclusion are
apparent: No vital national interest in
Bosnia; fighting that has endured over
the centuries there is not likely to
cease with the presence of 20,000 Amer-
ican men and women on the ground; se-
vere, unforgiving inclement weather in
a country generously laced with land
mines located Lord only knows where.

Our Bosnian operation, Mr. Speaker,
in my opinion is a recipe for failure at
its best, a recipe for disaster at its
worst. The arms embargo should have
been lifted months ago, but that can-
not be corrected at this late date.

America cannot continue, Mr. Speak-
er, to be the world’s peacekeeper eter-
nally. American men and women
should not be placed in harm’s way at
this time, and virtually nothing, Mr.
Speaker, has been said about the enor-
mous cost to the American taxpayer. It
has been estimated at $2 billion. All of
us know that is the low end. It will ex-
ceed probably $3 to $4 billion, money
that we do not have.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I reiterate the
message of Christmas parade goers in
the Sixth District of North Carolina:
Stay out of Bosnia.

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
New Mexico [Mr. RICHARDSON].

(Mr. RICHARDSON asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, this
is the most important national secu-
rity vote that we have cast since the
Persian gulf war. We have to ask our-
selves, and that is what we are doing,
why is United States involvement in
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Bosnia in the national interest? There
are three reasons:

First, America’s values are at stake,
and we can stop genocide and war in
the Balkans.

Second, America’s interests are at
stake. We need a stable Europe, and
Europe’s stability is in danger if this
war simmers.

Third, America’s leadership is at
stake. The peace agreement that we
pushed, initialed, and fathered would
collapse.

If we do not support the President on
this issue, our credibility in other cri-
sis areas, North Korea, the Middle
East, Northern Ireland, and many
other arenas will be eroded.

Mr. Speaker, over the last 4 years
more than half of Bosnia’ pre-war pop-
ulation has been murdered, starved, or
driven from their homes. One million
are homeless; one million. The people
of Bosnia have witnessed Europe’s
worst human rights atrocities since the
end of World War II: ethnic cleansings,
mass executions, torture, rape. The
only way to stop this killing for good is
to make peace.

b 1645

Our conscience demands that we
seize this chance. America needs a
strong Europe as our partner in fight-
ing security threats from terrorism to
proliferation of mass weapons of de-
struction, and Europe’s stability is in
danger if this war continues. Without
United States participation, the peace
agreement would literally collapse and
the war would reignite and spread
through Greece, Turkey, Macedonia.
That is not in our interest. NATO
would collapse literally.

Third, America’s leadership brokered
this cease-fire and brought the parties
to Dayton to make peace. Now we have
to take the lead in securing that peace.

This vote is not popular. My con-
stituents let me know their views, too.
But once in a while when national se-
curity and America’s interests are at
stake, we must take the tough votes. If
we fail to keep our commitment in
Bosnia, what is going to happen on
North Korea and the nuclear issue?
What are the North Koreans going to
think? Or in containing Saddam Hus-
sein in Iraq? Or in Northern Ireland
and the Middle East where we are
brokering peace?

If we fail to keep our commitment in
Bosnia, the credibility of our leader-
ship in Europe and around the world
will suffer and with it our ability to
protect America’s interests.

Mr. Speaker, all of us here want to do
the right thing. I cast no aspersions on
any Members’ motives. Therefore, we
should do the right thing and support
the President as we have done with
President Bush in the Persian Gulf and
other important national security
votes.

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
11⁄2 minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr.
GEKAS].

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding to the time.

Mr. Speaker, just like the statement
of the gentleman from North Carolina
about the numbers of his constituents
who have registered there opposition to
the deployment of troops in Bosnia, I
am here to report to the Congress that
the same is true in my district. Even
the gentleman who just preceded me in
the well acknowledged that of his con-
stituents. The question that was posed
to our people by the action of the
President is: Should we support deploy-
ment of troops in Bosnia? The answer
is no.

But the next question now has to be
asked, since the president has decided
once and for all, without looking back
and without any chance of changing
his mind, that the troops will be de-
ployed. So the question now that the
people must register there opinions on
is as follows: Shall we abandon our
troops in Bosnia? The answer to that is
no.

I cannot vote under any cir-
cumstances to abandon our troops. Not
to fund them? Unheard of. I cannot
support that. Not to supply them with
foods, materiel, ammunition, all the
weapons that they require to do their
mission? All the accoutrements of car-
rying on a peacekeeping mission? I will
not be a party of not supplying all that
is needed to our troops. I will not aban-
don our troops. I deplore the action of
the President, but it is his decision and
I will abide by that decision and sup-
port it, but know well that it is a trag-
edy about to unfold.

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
North Carolina [Mr. HEFNER].

(Mr. HEFNER asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HEFNER. Mr. Speaker, I take a
back seat to no one in the House. For
years I have fought, as chairman of
Military Construction, for quality of
life for our troops and for better living
conditions. And I have served on the
Defense Subcommittee for a lot of
years with my good friend, the gen-
tleman from Florida [Mr. YOUNG].

This is not a political argument. In
my view we should not be trashing the
President of the United States. This is
the price that we pay for being who we
are, the most powerful country on the
face of the Earth, the only superpower
that is left.

Our negotiators went to a part of the
country where people had been fighting
for 4 years, and we saw on our tele-
vision screens the precious old grand-
mothers that were crying and trying to
find their place and trying to get
across the street to get water. We saw
in the marketplace where they were
being shelled, we saw the children with
their limbs blown away. Total devasta-
tion. Something that would make any
honest human being cringe at the
atrocities that were being committed
on these human beings.

There people all came together, and
our negotiators said, ‘‘We want you to

come. You are tired of war, and we
want you to come to Dayton, Ohio,’’ in
the great United States of America, in
our chairman’s home district. ‘‘We
want you to come, and you are going to
sit down and we are going to talk
about trying to come to grips with
this, because we are so tired of war. We
have people being slaughtered.’’

The city of Sarajevo where we saw
the beautiful winter games many years
ago, the stadium now has now been
turned into a cemetery, the buildings
destroyed, people absolutely ravaged.
Thousands have been buried in the
skating rinks and the coliseum and all
the places where we had the beautiful
games. They have been turned into
graveyards, and the stadium seats, the
wood has been used to make coffins.

People were tired of war. So our ne-
gotiators said, ‘‘Would you come to
Dayton, Ohio? We will sit down, we will
try come to some kind of a peace ac-
cord.’’ They came and they hammered
out and all the parties signed on to a
peace agreement.

Every other time we have been in-
volved in a confrontation, we have
fought our way in, we have gone in
with guns blazing. This is different. It
may not work. But is it not worth, for
God’s sakes, to go in with other coun-
tries to try to make some effort to es-
tablish peace and to police a peace
process for these people that have been
so devastated in the past few years?

I would hope and pray at this time
close to Christmastime that we should
talk about peace on Earth and good
will to men, that we would bypass the
political cheap shots and at least make
an effort to establish some peace in a
part of the world that has been so dev-
astated by the havoc that has been per-
petrated on these citizens for so many
years.

I would hope that we would support
our troops and our effort to proclaim
peace on Earth and good will to men
this time at Christmastime.

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Pennsylvania [Mr. COYNE].

(Mr. COYNE asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to support the effort to try to
keep the peace and to send troops to
Bosnia as part of the peace agreement
recently reached in Dayton.

The United States has committed
troops to serve in Bosnia as part of the
NATO peacekeeping force.

The United States has been able to
broker a peace agreement in Dayton
among the various factions in Bosnia.
As the President stated in his address
to the Nation November 27, America’s
mission will not be fighting a war. ‘‘It
will be about helping the people of
Bosnia to secure their own peace agree-
ment.’’

The United States mission in Bosnia
is limited, focused, and under the com-
mand of the American general.

This deployment of troops in the
United States’s national interest. The
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United States mediated the Dayton
peace accord. If we want to be credible
in future international negotiations,
we must take the necessary steps to
implement that which we have ar-
ranged. If we do not follow through in
this instance, we will not have much
credibility in any future negotiations.

Furthermore, the United States has a
vital interest in maintaining stability
in Europe. Instability in any part of
that region can not only intensify but
expand to include other countries as
well. As we all know, events in Sara-
jevo earlier this century led to World
War I and the eventual involvement of
the United States in a very wide con-
flict. Only 20 years later, the United
States was inescapably drawn into war
in Europe again. And for most of the
last 50 years, the United States has
been involved in NATO because its na-
tional interests were threatened by the
prospect of Soviet hegemony over Eu-
rope. Even today, when Soviet Union
has collapsed, the United States has a
powerful interest in promoting peace,
democracy, and free trade within Eu-
rope and around the world.

It is important to point out that the
emphasis in this deployment is peace—
U.S. troops will be part of a peacekeep-
ing force which is implementing a
peace agreement made by the various
warring factions. We will be admin-
istering a peace, not imposing one.

We now have an opportunity to make
peace in a conflict which could—and I
believe would—eventually widen and
draw us into it. We must consider
whether the eventual cost of standing
idly by and allowing the war to con-
tinue might not eventually far exceed
the cost of this peacekeeping mission.

We should also not forget that we are imple-
menting a peace agreement which will end the
continuing murder of innocent civilians. These
crimes against humanity have been so horrible
that the United Nations has established an
international tribunal to investigate them. We
can not claim to be a civilized nation if we turn
our backs on torture and murder when we
have the power in our hands to stop it.

In closing, I urge my colleagues to support
the agreement in Dayton and support the U.S.
military in its mission as a peacekeeping force
in Bosnia.

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
11⁄2 minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Minnesota [Mr. RAMSTAD].

(Mr. RAMSTAD asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me the
time.

Mr. Speaker, this past weekend in
Friedberg, Germany, I visited our
troops of the 1st Armored Division,
U.S. Army, who are being deployed to
Bosnia.

One young soldier who served in both
Somalia and Haiti told me, ‘‘The
Bosnian mission is so much harder to
understand. We’re going in as neutral
peacekeepers but also to get the
Bosnian Muslims armed. You can’t
have it both ways!’’

Mr. Speaker, this young soldier
points out the inherent contradiction
in the Administration’s Bosnia policy.

As Vice President GORE said on Meet
the Press Sunday, ‘‘We’re going to
make sure it (referring to arming the
Bosnian Muslims) gets done.’’

The President is putting 20,000 Amer-
ican lives in harm’s way, as neutral
peacekeepers, while simultaneously
helping arm one of the combatants.
You cannot have it both ways!

This past weekend, as part of the
congressional fact finding mission to
the Balkans, I also heard Admiral
‘‘Snuffy’’ Smith, IFOR Commander,
say that he does not want to be in-
volved in any way with equipping, arm-
ing or training the Bosnian Moslems.
And he also said we’re not neutral be-
cause the Serbs don’t think we’re neu-
tral. After all, Mr. Speaker, we just
bombed them into submission.

My overriding concern is that we are
placing our troops in an untenable po-
sition and committing them to ‘‘mis-
sion impossible.’’

As Serbian President Milosevic told
our delegation, ‘‘If the Bosnians are
armed, peace will be endangered and
the treaty will fail.’’

Mr. Speaker, the Dayton peace ac-
cord has a rigid formula on weaponry
that, relatively speaking, ensures the
Bosnian Moslems remain weak.

Therein lies the basic problem with
the President’s Bosnia policy. If a bal-
ance of power in the Balkans is not es-
tablished, how in the world can we ever
expect long-term peace and stability in
the region?

Yes, we should lift the arms embargo.
Yes, we should train and equip the
Bosnian Moslems to defend themselves.

But, no, Mr. Speaker, not with 20,000
U.S. troops on Bosnia soil at the same
time.

Let us establish the equilibrium of
power in the Balkans by creating a sta-
ble military balance. But let us arm,
equip and train the Bosnian Moslems
in a neutral country and out of harm’s
way for 20,000 American troops.

Mr. Speaker, as we heard from every
military officer on our recent trip to
the Balkans, this is a very dangerous
mission.

There are as many as 6 million land
mines awaiting our troops in the snow
where they are almost impossible to
find.

Also, Bosnian Serb mortar and sniper
positions are well-established. Our
troops are being deployed primarily to
Tuzla where 71 civilians were killed in
a single mortar attack in May.

The mujahadeen—some 4,000 Islamic
extremists—represent a real threat to
our troops as well.

And as one commander put it, ‘‘The
threat of guerrilla warfare with gre-
nades is very real.’’

Mr. Speaker, our ambassador to Cro-
atia told us that the biggest problem is
Serb Sarajevo. He said, ‘‘We can expect
big trouble if the Serbs there don’t ac-
cept the peace agreement.’’

Yesterday, the Serbs in Sarajevo
overwhelmingly rejected the agree-
ment in a referendum.

As one Serb woman in Sarajevo told
me, ‘‘I would rather kill myself than
accept the new boundaries.’’

Mr. Speaker, I stand here with a
heavy heart because I want to support
our Commander in Chief on foreign pol-
icy matters, especially those involving
U.S. troops.

However, Mr. Speaker, my first obli-
gation is to our troops and their safety.
I cannot and will not support a policy
that is fundamentally flawed and in-
herently inconsistent.

But if our troops are deployed, as it
now appears they will be, I will support
them 100 percent and do everything I
can to see than they return home safe-
ly and as soon as possible.

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Ohio [Mr. TRAFICANT].

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
30 seconds to the gentleman from
Youngstown, OH [Mr. TRAFICANT].

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). The gentleman from Ohio is
recognized for 21⁄2 minutes.

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, we
forgot about some of these cities.
Maybe that is the way to start this de-
bate. There are great problems in
Bosnia. There are great problems in
America.

I support the rule. I commend the
chairman for bringing the rule forward.
He is trying to help the President. The
President asked for this vote. This is a
nonbinding, after-the-fact vote. The
President has already decided to send
troops into Bosnia.

I oppose sending troops into Bosnia
for the following reasons: First, our
generals have told us that Bosnia does
not pose a security threat to the Unit-
ed States of America. Second, Europe
has adequate manpower and money to
handle this problem.

And, ladies and gentleman, we have
been subsidizing Europe for too long as
it is. These countries just dial 911 and
we send over our troops to fight their
problems, whether or not they have the
money and the personnel or not. Then
we send a credit card with them, an
American Express card.

b 1700

I am opposed to sending our troops.
If, in fact, Europe cannot contain this
civil war and it would spread. I would
then support ground troops. But I can-
not at this point.

Let me also say this: The Constitu-
tion speaks to these issues. Everybody
who continues to talk about the his-
tory of Vietnam should take a look at
the debate that is occurring in the
House here tonight. Vietnam started
with some trainers, some consultants,
some technicians. That is about what
we have.

But I think it is time to look at the
Constitution. The Constitution is ex-
plicit. The founders took great pains to
debate one issue: No one person could
ever place America and our troops at
war. And the potential for hostilities
here is very great, folks.
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So I do not think we are sending

peacekeepers over to Bosnia. I think
we are sending over targets, with
bull’s-eyes on their backs, and I believe
this is a flawed policy.

But what bothers me in America any-
more, the people do not govern. If the
people govern, the House of Represent-
atives and the other body would not
allow for a nonbinding, after-the-fact
vote on placing troops in harm’s way. I
think this is very bad move for us to
make.

I am going to support the Dornan
amendment, folks. I do not believe it
will pass, and I will probably vote for
every one of these nonbinding, after-
the-fact, feel-good, kiss-your-sister
types of votes here tonight. But it is
not good policy, and the Congress of
the United States should govern and
the American people should govern,
and right now, ladies and gentlemen,
the American people do not govern
anymore; governance comes from the
White house.

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
30 seconds to the gentleman from Ne-
braska [Mr. BEREUTER], one of the very
most distinguished members of the
Committee on International Relations.

(Mr. BEREUTER asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, a few
minutes ago one of our Members stood
up and said that he was opposed to
sending ground troops to Bosnia, but
once and for all the President has made
the decision, so he is not going to be
involved in abandoning our troops.
That is pure nonsense, and I am sorry
to say it came from this side of the
aisle. I am appalled to hear something
like that.

It can be stipulated that everyone in
this body supports our troops, but we
have a constitutional responsibility. It
is to serve as a check on this President
or any other President from the inap-
propriate deployment of American
troops abroad. That is what we are here
discussing in the Bosnia resolution
that follows.

We will support our troops. That is
clear.

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the very distinguished gen-
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. DUNCAN].

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from New York for
yielding me this time.

Mr. Speaker, President Kennedy said
in 1961 we must face the fact that the
United States is neither omnipotent
nor omniscient, that we are only 6 per-
cent of the world’s population, that we
cannot impose our will upon the other
94 percent, that we cannot right every
wrong or reverse each adversity, and
that there cannot be an American solu-
tion to every world problem. Mr.
Speaker, President Kennedy was right.

Twice in the last few days I have spo-
ken on this floor to say something that

I want to emphasize once again: There
is absolutely no threat whatsoever to
our national security because of what
is going on in Bosnia.

Second, there is no vital United
States interest in Bosnia, and we
should never send young American sol-
diers to foreign battlefields or partici-
pate in any military adventure unless
one of these conditions is unquestion-
ably, unequivocally clear and certain.
And there are many questions about,
and much opposition to, our involve-
ment in Bosnia.

I know that the pack mentality of
those in our very liberal national news
media has produced a drumbeat to try
to gain support for this very ill-advised
operation, but I really believe that this
has much more to do with political cor-
rectness than it does with anything
else. It is simply not politically fash-
ionable today to be labeled as an isola-
tionist. Yet someone who is not an iso-
lationist and who wants good relations
with and close ties to other nations
still should be strongly against sending
transportation to Bosnia.

First, Time magazine asked a few
days ago on its cover the question: ‘‘Is
Bosnia worth dying for?’’ It may be for
Bosnians, but they should solve their
own problems. It is not worth even one
American life to temporarily stop this
age-old conflict.

Second, even if by some miracle, for
which I hope, we have no casualties, we
still should oppose this mission.

We are $5 trillion in debt, Mr. Speak-
er, and almost everyone believes we
will crash in a few years if we do not
turn this around. Yet now we are going
to spend billions we do not have in
Bosnia, and we are going to, further,
very seriously jeopardize the futures of
our own children and grandchildren.

I feel sorry for the people in Bosnia.
Humanitarian aid, yes; military aid,
no. We can prove world leadership in
many other ways.

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, President Clinton ought
to know that the American foreign pol-
icy has been to defend our democratic
allies against external military attack
that threatens the sovereignty of those
nations that we are treaty-allied with
or where America has a strong national
interest that is threatened.

Mr. Speaker, there is no vital Amer-
ican national interest that would jus-
tify the taking of even one American
life. President Clinton says we will
hurt our standing with our NATO al-
lies.

Well, if that were true, I would say,
‘‘So what?’’ It is still not worth one
American life.

But even that is not true, Mr. Speak-
er. I have worked with our NATO allies
as a member of the North Atlantic As-
sembly, the political arm of NATO, for
the last 17 years. I am the chairman of
the political foreign affairs committee

of that body, and I can tell you that
they are shocked that we would even
consider putting American troops in
harm’s way when there is only a Euro-
pean interest and no American interest
there. That is why we should do every-
thing in our power to stop President
Clinton from putting those troops
there.

Because he has made the decision, I
do believe that we are going to have to
support the Buyer amendment, the
Buyer resolution, because it does say
that we oppose the policy but we sup-
port our troops, and that is something
that we absolutely must do.

So let us get on with it. Let us pass
this rule and then take up the general
debate on the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time, and I move the previous
question on the resolution.

The previous question was ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

LAHOOD). The question is on the resolu-
tion.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Evi-
dently a quorum is not present.

The Sergeant at Arms will notify ab-
sent Members.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 357, nays 70,
not voting 5, as follows:

[Roll No. 855]

YEAS—357

Abercrombie
Ackerman
Allard
Archer
Armey
Bachus
Baesler
Baker (CA)
Baker (LA)
Ballenger
Barcia
Barr
Barrett (NE)
Barrett (WI)
Bartlett
Barton
Bass
Bateman
Beilenson
Bentsen
Bereuter
Berman
Bevill
Bilbray
Bilirakis
Bishop
Bliley
Blute
Boehlert
Boehner
Bonilla
Bonior
Bono
Borski
Boucher
Brewster
Browder
Brown (CA)
Brown (FL)
Brownback
Bryant (TN)
Bunn
Bunning
Burr
Burton

Buyer
Callahan
Calvert
Camp
Canady
Castle
Chabot
Chambliss
Chapman
Chenoweth
Christensen
Chrysler
Clayton
Clement
Clinger
Clyburn
Coble
Coburn
Coleman
Collins (GA)
Combest
Condit
Conyers
Cooley
Cox
Cramer
Crane
Crapo
Cremeans
Cubin
Cunningham
Danner
Davis
de la Garza
Deal
DeLauro
DeLay
Diaz-Balart
Dickey
Dicks
Dingell
Dixon
Doggett
Dooley
Doolittle

Dornan
Doyle
Dreier
Duncan
Dunn
Ehlers
Ehrlich
Emerson
English
Ensign
Eshoo
Evans
Everett
Ewing
Farr
Fawell
Fazio
Fields (LA)
Fields (TX)
Flake
Flanagan
Foglietta
Foley
Forbes
Fowler
Fox
Franks (CT)
Franks (NJ)
Frelinghuysen
Frisa
Frost
Funderburk
Gallegly
Ganske
Gekas
Gephardt
Geren
Gibbons
Gilchrest
Gillmor
Gilman
Goodlatte
Goodling
Gordon
Goss
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Graham
Green
Greenwood
Gunderson
Gutierrez
Gutknecht
Hall (TX)
Hamilton
Hancock
Hansen
Hastert
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Heineman
Herger
Hilleary
Hilliard
Hinchey
Hobson
Hoekstra
Hoke
Holden
Horn
Hostettler
Houghton
Hoyer
Hunter
Hutchinson
Hyde
Inglis
Istook
Jackson-Lee
Jacobs
Johnson (CT)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Johnston
Jones
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kasich
Kelly
Kennelly
Kildee
Kim
King
Kingston
Kleczka
Klink
Klug
Knollenberg
Kolbe
LaFalce
LaHood
Largent
Latham
LaTourette
Laughlin
Lazio
Leach
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Lewis (KY)
Lightfoot
Lincoln
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Longley
Lucas

Luther
Maloney
Manton
Manzullo
Markey
Martinez
Martini
Mascara
Matsui
McCarthy
McCollum
McCrery
McDade
McDermott
McHugh
McIntosh
McKeon
McKinney
McNulty
Meek
Menendez
Metcalf
Meyers
Mfume
Mica
Miller (FL)
Minge
Mink
Moakley
Molinari
Mollohan
Montgomery
Moorhead
Morella
Murtha
Myers
Myrick
Nadler
Nethercutt
Neumann
Ney
Norwood
Nussle
Ortiz
Oxley
Packard
Parker
Pastor
Paxon
Payne (VA)
Peterson (FL)
Petri
Pickett
Pombo
Porter
Portman
Poshard
Pryce
Quillen
Quinn
Radanovich
Rahall
Ramstad
Reed
Regula
Riggs
Rivers
Roberts
Roemer
Rogers
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Rose
Roth

Roukema
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Rush
Sabo
Salmon
Sanford
Saxton
Scarborough
Schaefer
Schiff
Scott
Seastrand
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Shadegg
Shaw
Shays
Shuster
Sisisky
Skeen
Skelton
Smith (MI)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Solomon
Souder
Spence
Spratt
Stearns
Stenholm
Stockman
Studds
Stump
Talent
Tanner
Tate
Tauzin
Taylor (MS)
Taylor (NC)
Tejeda
Thomas
Thompson
Thornberry
Thornton
Thurman
Tiahrt
Torkildsen
Torricelli
Traficant
Upton
Volkmer
Vucanovich
Walker
Walsh
Wamp
Ward
Watt (NC)
Watts (OK)
Weldon (FL)
Weller
White
Whitfield
Wicker
Williams
Wise
Wolf
Woolsey
Wynn
Yates
Young (AK)
Young (FL)
Zeliff

NAYS—70

Andrews
Baldacci
Becerra
Brown (OH)
Bryant (TX)
Cardin
Clay
Collins (IL)
Collins (MI)
Costello
Coyne
DeFazio
Dellums
Deutsch
Durbin
Edwards
Engel
Fattah
Filner
Ford
Frank (MA)
Furse

Gejdenson
Gonzalez
Hall (OH)
Harman
Hefner
Jefferson
Johnson (SD)
Kennedy (MA)
Kennedy (RI)
Lantos
Livingston
Lofgren
Lowey
McHale
Meehan
Miller (CA)
Moran
Neal
Oberstar
Obey
Olver
Orton

Owens
Pallone
Payne (NJ)
Pelosi
Peterson (MN)
Pomeroy
Rangel
Richardson
Sanders
Sawyer
Schroeder
Schumer
Skaggs
Slaughter
Stark
Stokes
Stupak
Torres
Towns
Vento

Visclosky
Waters

Waxman
Weldon (PA)

Wyden
Zimmer

NOT VOTING—5

McInnis
Tucker

Velazquez
Waldholtz

Wilson

b 1728

Messrs. NEAL of Massachusetts, JEF-
FERSON, and TOWNS changed their vote
from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’

Ms. ESHOO, Mr. QUILLEN, Mr. WATT of
North Carolina, Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD,
Ms. WOOLSEY, Ms. BROWN of Florida,
Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas,
Mr. STUDDS, Mr. RUSH, and Mr. YATES
changed their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to
‘‘yea.’’

So the resolution was agreed to.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
f

UNITED STATES TROOP
DEPLOYMENTS IN BOSNIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the first section of House Reso-
lution 304, it is now in order to debate
the subject of the deployment of Armed
Forces in Bosnia.

The gentleman from New York [Mr.
GILMAN] will be recognized for 30 min-
utes, and the gentleman from Indiana
[Mr. HAMILTON] will be recognized for
30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York [Mr. GILMAN].

b 1730

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, we have come to this
point in our debate over United States
policy on Bosnia because the Clinton
administration has resolutely declined
to provide the necessary leadership.

In this campaign for President, Mr.
Clinton stated that he favored using
military force, if necessary, to ensure
that food and other relief supplies
could reach the desperate people of
Bosnia. After his election in November
1992, President Clinton followed the
lead of the United Nations and our Eu-
ropean allies.

During that period, a number of us in
the Congress sought to ease the suffer-
ing of the Bosnian Moslems by repeal-
ing the arms embargo that put them at
such a terrible disadvantage.

Our legislation would have permitted
the equipping and training of the
Bosnians so that they could defend
themselves.

The Government of Bosnia pleaded
with our Government to do just that,
to lift the immoral arms embargo the
United Nations imposed with our Gov-
ernment’s support.

In meetings with the President,
again and again we strongly urged lift-
ing the arms embargo, but the Presi-
dent did not act because our NATO al-
lies opposed it.

The best we could obtain was enact-
ment of legislation late last year that
required our Nation to stop enforcing
the embargo against other countries.

Had the arms embargo been lifted, we
would not now be confronted with
sending our troops to enforce a peace
plan that raises more questions than it
has answered.

Hundreds of our troops are now in
Bosnia even as we speak. Thousands
more will soon follow. Short of passing
a law to cut off funds—which the Sen-
ate has declined to do—and which the
President would veto anyway—we can-
not prevent this deployment.

The administration has yet to con-
vince the American people that we
have a vital national interest in Bosnia
that warrants the possible sacrifice of
American lives there.

The American people have registered
their overwhelming opposition to send-
ing our forces on a mission whose pur-
poses remain murky, and whose out-
come is uncertain.

As the House debates the measures
before it today, we must consider how
to balance our opposition to the policy
of deploying our forces to Bosnia with
our support for the men and women
who are being ordered into a real-life
Mission Impossible.

In his speech to the Nation, the
President stated that providing more
than 20,000 American ground troops for
the NATO implementation force is
vital for the Bosnian peace plan to suc-
ceed.

The President stated that our mis-
sion would have realistic goals achiev-
able in a definite period of time—1
year.

While the President has specified a
time frame, he has not spelled out the
criteria for success, or our options if
those criteria are not met. There is an
exit date, but no exit strategy.

The peace plan is complex and com-
plicated. It states that our main mili-
tary task will be to separate the war-
ring factions from the lines of con-
frontation, and keep them behind
boundaries that will partition Bosnia
into two entities. If the factions do not
comply, our troops are authorized to
forcibly remove them. How does this
differ from fighting a war, which the
President has assured us is not our ob-
jective?

Justice Richard Goldstone, the Chief
Prosecutor of the War Crimes Tribunal,
has told us that there can be no peace
in Bosnia without justice for the vic-
tims of war crimes.

The peace plan describes an elaborate
framework for investigating and as-
signing responsibility for human rights
abuses, but is silent on how its findings
will be enforced. Will our troops be
called upon to bring the guilty to jus-
tice? If not, who will?

The President has argued that failure
to keep his commitment to send troops
to Bosnia will undermine future United
States leadership and NATO’s credibil-
ity.

But what will happen if, when the
year is up and the President prepares
to withdraw our troops, our NATO al-
lies object, saying that the mission is
incomplete? Do we stay, or go anyway?
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Mr. Speaker, the votes we cast today

will long be remembered in the history
books of our Nation. Our votes must
reflect our best judgments of the risks
that this mission entails, of the sound-
ness of the policy behind it, the poten-
tial for success and the price of failure.

How many Members of Congress who
voted for the Tonkin Gulf resolution in
1964 have since said that was the one
vote they wished they could take back?

Mr. Speaker, let us hope that, in the
months ahead, our colleagues do not
say that they wish they could have
back any of the votes they cast on this
issue today.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 7 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, this is an important de-
bate for the House today. Putting
American troops in harm’s way is as
serious a decision as government
makes. It is a decision that should be
made not only by the President, but
also by the Congress, so it is good that
we are having the debate.

I should say at the outset that my
preference is that the House vote today
to support the U.S. troops and the mis-
sion in Bosnia. I think that kind of a
decision should be a collective judg-
ment of the Congress and the Presi-
dent; and when the Congress shares re-
sponsibility, the decision is stronger,
sounder, and better able to withstand
the shifting political winds and cir-
cumstance.

Let me state, as briefly as I can, why
I think the deployment of troops to
Bosnia is worthwhile. First, I think it
is quite clear that the United States
participation is essential to peace. All
of the parties here, the Muslims, the
Croats, the Serbs, and so far as I know
all the countries in the world, none in
opposition, agree that without Amer-
ican leadership, there would be no
peace agreement; that without Amer-
ican troop participation, the peace
agreement would simply fall apart; and
that without U.S. involvement, the
killing would resume and the war risks
spread.

I also think that U.S. interests are
very much at stake here. The question
of Bosnia is now bigger than Bosnia. It
has become a key test of American
leadership, and having brokered the
peace agreement, we cannot walk
away. Bosnia is a test of U.S. leader-
ship in the world. If we do not go in,
our credibility sinks and our reliability
collapses.

This Dayton agreement is not per-
fect. Some say it is not just. But the
president of Bosnia has it right: This
peace agreement is more just than a
continuation of the war, peace is better
than more war.

Mr. Speaker, this agreement supports
U.S. interests in many ways. it stops
the killing, it maintains a single uni-
tary Bosnia state, it protects human
rights, it reunifies Sarajevo, it allows
refugees to return, it obligates the par-
ties to participate and cooperate fully
with the War Crimes Tribunal, it cer-
tainly avoids more war, it strengthens

and preserves NATO and maintains
U.S. leadership in NATO.

I believe the mission is doable. The
mission for IFOR will be limited with a
clearly states military task. The mis-
sion will be NATO-led, operating under
clear, unified command and control
with robust rules of engagement. heav-
ily armed, well-trained U.S. troops will
take their orders from an American
general who commands NATO. Its mis-
sion is limited and targeted.

The purpose of this limited military
mission is to establish a stable and se-
cure environment so that others, not
IFOR, can do the important tasks of
reconstruction and reconciliation.

It is important to recognize what the
mission is not, and there must be no
mission creep. Our troops must not de-
liver humanitarian assistance, they
must not serve as a nation-building
force, they must not be a police force,
they must not be responsible for elec-
tion security. Those are all important
and even critical tasks, but they will
be performed by the civilian compo-
nent of the peace process, and the Eu-
ropeans will play the leading role there
and pick up most of the costs.

I believe, Mr. Speaker, that the risks
here are shared and acceptable. There
is not any doubt that the U.S. troops
will face risks, but those risks are ac-
ceptable and the mission can be
achieved.

The costs and risks of failing to act
are far greater: war instead of peace,
not only in Bosnia but possibly in Eu-
rope, a crippled NATO alliance, and the
United States not leading but staying
on the sidelines.

We do not bear these risks alone. We
share these risks with our closest
NATO allies. We supply one-third of
the troops. NATO and other countries
provide the other two-thirds. I believe
that there is no real alternative that
has been enunciated by the opponents
of the President’s policy.
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Mr. HAMILTON. So far as I can de-

termine, those who oppose the present
policy simply do not have an alter-
native. What would they have us do?
how would they maintain U.S. leader-
ship, U.S. credibility, and U.S. reliabil-
ity? How would they stop the fighting?
How would they aid the injured? How
would they create stability? How old
they provide hope?

I believe, in this situation, that the
United States can make a difference.
Americans are understandably con-
flicted about this mission, and they
have every right to be skeptical and to
demand answers to their concerns.
They do not want the United States to
become the world’s policeman, and
there are many conflict in the world
where we are not involved. But where
we can make a difference for peace,
where our action can stop a war, where
our action can stop the killing, where
the costs and the risks are manageable,
we should act.

Finally, the United States, and this
may be the most important point of

all, must remain, in the conduct of its
American foreign policy, reliable and
credible. When we come right down to
it, foreign policy is all about reliabil-
ity. The United States will only be
taken seriously in the world if we are
seen as reliable; if we are viewed as
standing up to our commitments in
Bosnia or elsewhere. If the United
States does not participate in IFOR,
the United States will not taken seri-
ously, its standing in the world is
weakened. The consequence then of not
voting to support the policy in Bosnia
is, in my view, to undermine U.S. secu-
rity because we undermine the reliabil-
ity and the credibility of U.S. foreign
policy.

No one knows whether this effort will
succeed. no one is satisfied with all as-
pects of the Dayton agreement. There
are no guarantees. But I urge the Mem-
bers to support the policy and, of
course, to support the troops.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Califor-
nia [Mr. ROHRABCHER] a member of the
Committee on International Relations.

Mr. ROHRABACHER. I respectfully
disagree with the gentleman from Indi-
ana [Mr. HAMILTON]. We have advo-
cated an alternative to this policy for
years. We have had a policy in the
United States of an arms embargo
against the victims of aggression for
all of these years. The years go on and
on, and yet the architects of that failed
policy, which brought genocide, which
brought mass killings, which brought
aggression, now those architects of
that failed policy tell us we have to
send our young people into the Bal-
kans, and we have not had an alter-
native.

We have been advocating an alter-
native all along. The fact is the archi-
tects of that failed policy now want to
deploy tens of thousands of young
Americans into the bloody Balkans
when they helped make the bloody Bal-
kans, and they want to put then right
in the heart of the conflict.

I will be supporting the Dornan bill,
which is the only binding legislation
that we have to choose from of the
three bills that we will choose from
today. The other bills, just for the pub-
lic knowledge, are show bills. They will
give Members a chance for cover. The
bill offered by the gentleman from
California [Mr. DORNAN] is the only
that will stop a deployment, if indeed,
it was enacted into law.

I will have to let my fellow Members
know what that means. The House of
Representatives should understand
that the vote that we will take that is
going to take place will be character-
ized by the President, if the Dornan
bill goes down, as support of his de-
ployment of Americans into the Bal-
kans. That is what he has done with
the vote in the Senate.

When the Senate voted down the
Hefley bill today, the White House
said, ‘‘That was probably the strongest
statement of support they could pos-
sibly make. Having voted overwhelm-
ingly not to shut off funding, is in a
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sense supporting the President’s judge-
ment.’’

If my colleagues want it on their
record that they voted for the Gulf of
Tonkin resolution of the Balkans, go
right ahead and vote against the bill
offered by the gentleman from Califor-
nia. We do not want to send our young
people into that meat grinder that has
absolutely no goals in mind, just to
have an American presence. That is in-
sane.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
3 minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. CLEMENT].

Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, in a very uplifting and inspiring
address, Prime Minister Peres of Israel
characterized the 20th century as the
American Century. As the end of the
20th century approaches, Americans
can look back and feel proud of what
we have accomplished in the past 96
years. The United States has compiled
a list of foreign policy successes which
is unrivaled in the modern world, in-
cluding squelching the threats of na-
zism and communism, and the recent
strides made toward lasting peace in
the Middle East, South Africa, and
Northern Ireland. All of these successes
share the same values—American val-
ues—on which this great country was
built: freedom and democracy. Yes,
this truly is the American Century.

Now, the United States has been
called on again, not to make war, but
to make peace. Peace in a place where
many felt it would never be achieved.
We have all seen the atrocities on tele-
vision, the rapes and murders of inno-
cent civilians. After 31⁄2 years, the
fighting in Bosnia has left 250,000 peo-
ple dead and 2 million more homeless.
Yet here we are, on the verge of a uni-
lateral peace agreement in war-torn
Bosnia which will be formally signed
tomorrow in Paris. We should be proud
as Americans that our country’s lead-
ership has made this settlement pos-
sible. Now that the leaders of Bosnia,
Croatia, and Serbia have reached
agreement on the principles of freedom
and democracy, it is up to the United
States to take the next step, and fol-
lowing through with our commitment
to help enforce these peace provisions.
Let us all pray that this peace agree-
ment will be kept by all parties.

The political upheaval of the former
Soviet Union has left the United
States, and its democratic foundation,
in a position of world leadership. We
are the last superpower. With this lead-
ership comes responsibilities, and help-
ing to ensure the stability of Europe.

I find it reprehensible that when the
drawn of peace in Central Europe is
upon us and our troops are already
risking their lives to forge out this
peace in Bosnia’s hilly and dangerous
terrain, some of my colleagues wish to
cut off funding to the American troops.

Congress has the opportunity to do
the right thing. Support the President,
support the troops, support American
values, and support peace in Bosnia.
My colleagues, it is time to give peace

a chance. The American Century is far
from over.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from Kan-
sas [Mrs. MEYERS].

(Mrs. MEYERS of Kansas asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend her remarks.)

Mrs. MEYERS of Kansas. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to express strong concern
about sending U.S. troops to Bosnia
and in support of the Dornan amend-
ment.

Mr. Speaker, I have said that I would
not object to sending troops to Bosnia
if we had a really rock-solid peace
agreement, but we do not have a rock-
solid peace agreement.

President Tudjman has signed for
Croatia, but he had an agenda. They
got Slavonia back. President Milosevic
has signed for Serbia, but he also had
an agenda. He wanted to end the em-
bargo. The only one who has signed for
Bosnia is President Izetbegovic. No one
has spoken for the Bosnian Serbs; no
one for the Bosnian Croats. I think
that, in fact, Mladic has spoken
against this agreement on behalf of the
Bosnian Serbs.

The argument about not abandoning
the troops in the field I think is just
not valid. The troops are not there yet.
We have maybe 100 troops in Tuzla. By
this time 6 months from now, we will
have thousands there. Now is the time
to speak.

Mr. Speaker, this war and the Viet-
nam war were very different, but in
some ways, in one way at least, they
are very similar. Do we never learn
anything? We found out in Vietnam
that we cannot and we should not fight
a war that the American people do not
support. I do not think that that sup-
port is here.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I think we
should look at what will we accom-
plish? I firmly believe that if we leave
in a year, and I say if we leave in a
year, the fighting will not only resume,
but will be much more violent, because
all the parties will have had a year to
rearm and to develop supplies.

Mr. Speaker, I support the Dornan
amendment.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. FARR].

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, the debate
here today is not about sending troops
to Bosnia. Our troops are in Bosnia,
and tomorrow more will go, and Friday
even more will go. In fact, yesterday
afternoon I was with many of my col-
leagues having lunch with those troops
in Frankfurt, Germany, and what they
asked is for us to support what they
are doing.

Mr. Speaker, those troops are
trained. They are prepared to go. They
are eager to go. In fact, the ones I had
lunch with said, ‘‘I want to do the job
that I am trained for.’’

This debate here tonight is not about
war in Bosnia. It is a debate about
whether Americans will stand up to
implement a peace plan—a peace plan

that we led. The agreement was writ-
ten in Dayton. This agreement is one
of the most interesting contracts ever
done in the modern world. It sets out a
whole process for how the military as-
pects will be involved in the peace set-
tlement; how to stabilize the region;
how to enter into boundary disputes;
how to prepare for elections; a new
constitution is written.

It sets up a system of arbitration of
differences and sets up a commission
for human rights and petitioning that
commission. It is how to deal with ref-
ugees and displaced persons, including
just compensation for taken property.
It sets up a commission to preserve the
national monuments and sets up public
corporations for Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

It sets up a civilian implementation
plan to transfer from war to civil gov-
ernments; it sets up an international
policy for police task forces.

Mr. Speaker, this is an agreement
that is signed by all the leaders. This is
a contract on how we get from here to
there. And when it is over, we stabilize
the Balkans. Sure, there is some risk.
But we are in a world where leadership
is about getting something done, and
the United States has gotten some-
thing done. We have ended the war;
peace has broken out.

Mr. Speaker, to walk away from this
would be a travesty. All the generals
that we talked to, and the admirals
that are going to be involved in this,
urged our delegation to support the
troops. As Admiral Snuffy Smith, who
is going to be in command, told us,
‘‘I’ll tell you why I want you to support
us. Because we’re big, we’re good, and
we deliver. We’ll get in, we’ll get the
job done, and we’ll get out.’’

Twenty-eight nations are already in-
volved in the IFOR process. It would be
a travesty for our military to walk
away from all of those other troops
whose mothers and fathers are just as
concerned as our mothers and fathers
about their sons and daughters serving
there.

Mr. Speaker, it would be a travesty
for diplomacy. Every ambassador that
we talked to said this is the right
thing. This peace accord is amazing. It
is a great document. We ought to be
supporting.

Last, the Presidents whose countries
are involved, whose citizens suffered
the war, all stated, ‘‘We signed this
document. We are going to implement
it. We want it to work. We are sick and
tired of war. We do not want it to con-
tinue. We want to be back in the na-
tion of economic prosperity. We have
the talent to do that. Give us the
chance.’’

Let peace prevail. Support our
troops. Reject the Dornan amendment.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 21⁄2
minutes to the gentleman from Califor-
nia [Mr. DORNAN].

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I have
one North Star that my eyes are going
to be fixed on during the next 3 hours,
and that is what I will say to a young
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widow or Gold Star Mother or some
young child who has lost their dad or
their mom for the rest of their life.

There has been a lot of confusion
around here in the last couple of hours.
It appears that Clinton is on his way to
Europe again. The plane takes off in
about a minute from Andrews. He is
going to be calling the Democratic
cloakroom, or somewhere, regularly to
see if this House is going to give him
the power that he took unconstitution-
ally, without coming to the Senate or
the U.S. House of Representatives for
permission to do this.

I remember when the Vietnam war
went down the tubes and the fight
transferred from the jungles and the
fields and the central highlands of
Vietnam to the Halls of this Congress.
I remember when liberal Democrats
were on this floor saying that Johnson,
and then Nixon, did not have the con-
stitutional power to absorb 300 and 400
killed in action every week.
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Every time I though they are half
right, I was suppressed by loyal Ameri-
cans saying you must support the men
in the field. The last speaker talked
about the enthusiasm of our young
men and now women who want to do
the job they were trained to do.

How many people are left in this
House who talked to the 18,000 Viet-
namese-speaking Green Berets who
John F. Kennedy sent to Vietnam in
1963, 1964 and 1965? They were over
there because of his orders in 1961 and
1962. How many thought that they
should be allowed to do the job then?
Talk to some of the fighter pilots here
like the gentleman from California,
DUKE CUNNINGHAM, the gentleman from
Texas SAM JOHNSON, and the gentleman
from Florida, PETE PETERSON, on this
side. Ask how they were not allowed to
hit serious targets in Vietnam and paid
for it with years out of their life and
their friends dead.

This is going to be, as the man in the
Speaker’s chair said today, at the Re-
publican conference the most impor-
tant vote of 1995, maybe 1995–1996. Clin-
ton does not have the constitutional
authority to do this. We have not even
properly debated the constitutionality
of it, let alone the weather report that
I am looking at at Tuzla, which is sick-
ening to put our men in there. Ninety-
seven people are on the ground only
right now.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Florida [Mr. GIBBONS],
distinguished dean of the Florida dele-
gation.

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, I have
learned a few things in life. ONe of the
things that sticks out I guess in all of
our minds is that anything that is
worth doing is not without risk, and
certainly this mission is not without
risk. but after long consideration, I
rise to support the Hamilton resolu-
tion, support the mission and support
the troops that are involved.

I was here on the House floor and
voted for the Gulf of Tonkin resolu-
tion. This is not a Gulf of Tonkin reso-
lution. The Gulf of Tonkin resolution
was a thinly disguished declaration of
war against the Vietnamese forces. We
go this time to keep peace, not to
make war. There is a plan. There is a
large support from the nations of the
world to support this plan. There is ac-
quiescence by the leaders of the com-
batants involved. Nothing that we do is
without risk. We are going to have
some casualties, for which we will all
feel very sorry. But we cannot sit here
or stand here idly and not do anything.
Too much is at stake.

I often think that World War II could
have been avoided had there just been
any resolve on the organized world
community to resist the aggression
that took place in the guise of Hitler
and Mussolini and Tojo. In the begin-
ning, we could have said no, if we had
had the physical ability or the will to
do it, but we did not and the world did
not. That conflagration, that combat
grew and grew and grew.

I do not know that what we are doing
here today is similar, but if we fail to
act, the fault will be on our part. There
is a time in which civilized people must
act and must act together and must
act in accordance with a plan. This is
the best plan that we have come up
with. I think it is time that we go
ahead with it, facing the risk of facing
the challenges that are there and be re-
solved to support our troops and to
take whatever action is necessary in
bringing about peace in that area of
the world. If we do not, the fault will
be on us. If we do, there will be plenty
of other people to help claim whatever
victory there is in all of this. But we
must move. We must move together
and we must move resolutely. Let us
support our armed forces.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia [Mr. BATEMAN].

(Mr. BATEMAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BATEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding time to me.

Mr. Speaker, like the gentleman
from Tennessee, I was terribly moved
yesterday as Prime Minister Peres
extolled the United States of America
for what it means to the entire world
community. We all stood and ap-
plauded the eloquence, even though
maybe that was self-serving, because
he was talking about us.

This country, after having deferred
to our European allies for 1991 until
into this year, finally became fully en-
gaged. Because it became engaged, our
NATO Forces commenced their strikes
against the Bosnian Serbs.

Following that, there was a cease-fire
and, following that, an agreement that
the leaders of the warring factions
would come to this country to try and
work out a negotiated peace. None of
that would have happened but for
American leadership. There is no sub-
stitute for American leadership.

Having brought about a cease-fire,
now having brought about an agree-
ment under our sponsorship, based
upon a commitment that our forces
would be committed, we make a ter-
rible error if we now renege on that
commitment. There are things about
the commitment, the degree of the
commitment and blemishes in the com-
mitment that I think are unfortunate.
But the bedrock of the matter is that
we stand committed. If we renege upon
it, our vital national security interests
will be very materially and signifi-
cantly adversely affected.

We are the sole remaining world
power, and we cannot be engaged mili-
tarily certainly anywhere and every-
where where there is strife in this
world. But certainly if, having given
this commitment, we renege upon it,
say goodbye to the NATO alliance.
Others may tell you otherwise, but I
have no doubt that what it will, cripple
it. Say goodbye to America playing a
role and being credible in all of the far-
flung corners of the globe, where the
United States can make a difference in
terms of promoting stability and peace,
which are in our national security in-
terests.

I must oppose the Dornan resolution.
There is not and has not been a substantial

question as to whether America has a role to
play in seeking a peaceful conclusion to the
war in Bosnia. It is an immutable fact of his-
tory that our country is the world’s premier su-
perpower. We did not seek that role; it has de-
volved upon us as a by-product of history in
this century.

The international activism of President
Theodore Roosevelt, followed by our being
compelled to enter World War I to facilitate the
triumph over the forces of aggression and to-
talitarianism, had consequences. We were
right recognized as a major would power.

Unfortunately, after World War I, we with-
drew from the world stage. We refused to par-
ticipate in the League of Nations despite the
fact that it was our creation. We stood by and
watched Fascism come to power in Italy and
Germany. We offered no meaningful opposi-
tion to Hitler as he marched into the Rhineland
or to Mussolini as he attacked Ethiopia and
marched into Croatia. We offered no resist-
ance to Hitler’s dismemberment of Czecho-
slovakia or to the invasion of Poland, which ul-
timately lead England and France to belatedly
challenge Nazi Germany after it had rearmed.

Only after the treacherous attack on Pearl
Harbor did we enter World War II and again
make possible the defeat of aggressive and
repressive totalitarianism. Based on the disas-
trous agreement struck with Stalin at Yalta, we
saw all the Balkan, Eastern Europe and Baltic
states come under the yoke of communism
and an iron curtain descend across Europe.
We committed ourselves to helping Greece
and Turkey from falling prey to communism.
We initiated the Marshall Plan to save West-
ern Europe from sinking into economic col-
lapse and communist influence. We negotiated
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization [NATO]
as a bulwark against the expansion of the So-
viet Union. In 1950, we led a United Nations’
effort to defeat the conquest of South Korea
by the North Korean communists.

It could be argued that we could—or
should—have remained disengaged from
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these situations because they were not our
problems. Fortunately, we did not. Soviet influ-
ence was contained after a struggle of more
than 40 years. We led the free world in defeat-
ing Soviet imperial designs and the nations of
Eastern Europe were freed of Communist re-
gimes accountable to Moscow. This is an in-
credible record; one every American should
reflect on with pride.

There is no disputing that the historic events
of this century have conferred upon the United
States a status that is significant and unavoid-
able. We are the superpower. what our coun-
try thinks, the position it takes, and how it acts
are vitally important factors in every area of
the globe. Only a fully engaged United States
could have put together the grand coalition
that defeated Iraq in the Gulf War, when
Sadaam Hussein’s aggression threatened our
security interests. No one can conclude that
this aggression would have been resolved
without American leadership.

The break-up of powerful empires has
throughout history been attended by political
and economic instability, which is anathema to
democratic governments and inimical to the
maintenance of peace. Surely, few would
argue that we have no interest in encouraging
democracy and peace. The absence of either
runs counter to our moral view and, as history
has shown in certain areas—as in Europe—
contrary to our national security interest.

None of this argues that we are the world’s
policeman, or should conduct ourself as an
international busybody. We should, however,
be engaged where our influence serves a con-
structive purpose in spreading or supporting
democracy, even if no American military or
economic commitment is contemplated or ap-
propriate. Against this background, I approach
the question of what is the role of this country
in the Balkans and in seeking to end the war
in Bosnia and Herzegovenia. Due to the trou-
bled history of this region through the cen-
turies, and the nature of the ethnic, religious,
and nationalistic forces at play there, the
peace of Europe has not only been threatened
but conflict has occurred.

When the former Yugoslavia broke up in
1991, the United States remained largely de-
tached and chose to defer to its European al-
lies to deal with the problem. This was an un-
derstandable view, but events have proven it
unrealistic. Without the United States taking
an active part, there exists a deficiency in
leadership adequate to bring about an end to
the war in Bosnia and to discourage its
spread. NATO allies deployed thousands of
troops on the ground and sustained a number
of casualties, but the troops and their diplo-
macy failed to produce a comprehensive
peace agreement.

With Americans successfully insisting upon
NATO air strikes against the Bosnia Serbs,
and Croatian-Bosnian Moslem successes, the
warring parties were induced by U.S. diplo-
macy to come to the bargaining table. But for
the stature of the United States, this would not
have happened, and vital to it happening was
a commitment that the United States would
play a part in the peacekeeping forces that
would be put in place following the signing of
a peace agreement. That such an agreement
has been concluded is a triumph of American
diplomacy and a tribute to this country’s stand-
ing as a force for good, for peace and for de-
mocracy. How can we bring the parties to the
bargaining table based on a commitment of

our involvement, induce them to agree to
peace, and then walk away from that commit-
ment?

If we refuse to honor the commitment, it will
have consequences. These consequences
would be significant and would affect our vital
national security interest. If we falter, it would
have deleterious implications for our most im-
portant national security relationship: the
NATO alliance. It would be a low blow from
which the alliance could likely never recover.
That presents a clear and vital national secu-
rity concern for this country.

Should we shrink from our proper role in im-
plementing the peace agreement negotiated
under and as a result of our sponsorship, this
country will have lost not face, but credibility
throughout the world. It would have an impact
in this hemisphere, throughout Europe, Asia
and the Middle East—in short, everywhere. A
superpower sought as a force for stability and
peace that chooses to disengage, especially
when it made a commitment to be involved,
defaults as a leader. Such a default creates a
vacuum of power no other nation is capable of
filling. Such a circumstance is the basis from
which instability and conflict are born and this
defeats our vital national interests.

We have supported expansion of NATO
over the reluctance of some of our NATO al-
lies. If we refuse to lead in implementing the
peace agreement we procured our policy of
expanding NATO will be nullified. NATO could
well contract, not expand. Resumption of the
conflict between Bosnian Serbs, Bosnian Mus-
lims and Croats will not necessarily lead to ex-
pansion of conflicts throughout the Balkans,
but if it resumes because the United States re-
fuses to play it proper role, the risk of new and
wider conflict in the Balkans increases. A sig-
nal that we are not concerned and are unwill-
ing to take some risk for peace is a signal that
we would not regard conflict between Alba-
nian, Macedonian, Bulgarian, Greek, or Turk-
ish ethnic, religious, or nationalistic elements
as adversely affecting our national interest. To
send such a signal would be a tragic mistake,
for there are those who would certainly re-
ceive that signal and become more inclined to
act upon it.

I repeat, the issue should not be whether
there is an important role we need and should
play in bringing peace to Bosnia and
Herzogovenia. We do, we should, we must
play our proper role. President Clinton de-
serves recognition for ultimately becoming en-
gaged and for using our unique standing to
bring the warring parties to the negotiating
table. He was right to do so. In fact, it should
have been done earlier. President Clinton was
correct to signal that, if a peace agreement
was reached, we would play a role in seeing
it implemented.

To have specified a commitment of 20,000
to 25,000 American ground forces, even be-
fore the military mission and the size of the
total force could be determined, however, was
a ridiculous mistake. We will undoubtedly have
a very heavy responsibility for the air and sea-
lift for the peace implementation force. We will
provide the medical care, command and con-
trol, most of the intelligence function and the
combat air support. This being the case, there
should have been no need for us to comprise
a third or more of the ground forces. This is
a disproportionate burden for us, measured by
what our NATO and other allies can and
should be expected to do. The President

should be seeking to reduce the burden we
accepted to a more equitable level.

American and the other forces deployed to
implement the peace agreement must be per-
ceived and in fact be neutral, not protagonists
of one or the other of the warring parties. To
be viewed as favoring one side risks the per-
manence of the peace and enhances the risk
of casualties for the American forces.

There are provisions of the Dayton peace
agreement that wisely impose a moratorium
for a period of months on the acquisition of
arms by the formerly warring parties. It prop-
erly calls for negotiation of a disarmament re-
gime to bring the conflicting parties to a state
of parity in aggregate military capability, which
should serve to deter renewal of the conflict.
This is eminently sound, and we must exert in-
tense diplomatic influences to promote military
parity through disarmament. If the effort suc-
ceeds, there would be no need for us to arm
and train the Muslims unless it was done with-
in the framework of such an agreement. If the
disarmament effort does not succeed, the
Dayton agreement, by its items, provides that
after 180 days there should be an agreed self-
executing military parity between the parties
using as a baseline the military resources of
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. Based on
the terms of the agreement, the Federal Re-
public of Yugoslavia would be permitted 75
percent of the baseline, with the Republic of
Croatia and the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzogovenia each allocated 30 percent of the
baseline.

If we make it clear that we will not provide
arms to any faction except under the specific
condition that it is done to provide and protect
the military parity to which the parties have
agreed, we can preserve the mutual, even-
handed posture our role as a peacekeeper re-
quires. The earlier the President spells it out,
the less likely any role we ultimately undertake
to arm and train Muslim forces will be per-
ceived as constituting a hostile presence by
the other parties.

Our NATO allies have opposed arming the
Bosnian Muslims. Should the United States
proceed to do so while there is an ongoing
NATO deployment, and without the concur-
rence of the North Atlantic Council, it would
threaten alliance solidarity. This would place
us on a slippery slope we would do well to
avoid. If we do as I suggest it should be ac-
ceptable to our NATO allies because our ac-
tions would be consistent with the Dayton
agreement that they have endorsed.

I oppose any American forces being de-
ployed to implement the peace agreement ne-
gotiated in Dayton until or unless it has been
formally accepted by all the parties. Our role
is not to make peace when the parties wish to
continue the conflict. Our mission is to imple-
ment and help build mutual confidence among
former warring factions who purport to want
and have agreed to peace. If those parties by
their conduct cast doubt upon whether they in-
deed desire the peace they ask us to imple-
ment, we should not put our forces in harm’s
way.

The agreement initialed in Dayton spells out
a number of specific measures the warring
parties pledged to implement within a speci-
fied period of time. Those measures include
the departure of foreign forces such as the Is-
lamic fundamentalists, whose presence is a
threat to NATO troops. The warring parties
also agreed to comply with the October 5,
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1995, ceasefire and to refrain from all offen-
sive operations of any kind, to disarm and dis-
band all armed civilian groups and to avoid
committing reprisals or counterattacks in re-
sponse to violations of the agreement. The
parties committed to begin promptly and pro-
ceed steadily to withdraw all forces behind a
zone of separation. The parties are to account
for all prisoners and to release them no later
than 30 days after the date of the ‘‘transfer of
authority,’’ which is the date on which the U.N.
commander transfers authority to the Imple-
mentation Force [I–FOR] commander.

The I–FOR implementation of the military
aspects of the agreement should be delayed
until the warring parties have demonstrated
their willingness to discharge the obligations
spelled out in Dayton by their leaders. If this
is not done it will signify that they do not ac-
cept and will not comply with the reasonable
measures required of them. In that event there
will be no peace to implement and I–FOR,
from the outset, would be injected into a com-
bat mission.

The Clinton administration is insisting that
our deployment of forces in Bosnia will last
approximately 1 year. That is not an exit strat-
egy, only a more or less arbitrary date. I am
sympathetic to the declaration of a date for the
withdrawal of American military forces from
Bosnia, and it should be understood that if the
need exists for a continued deployment be-
yond 1 year that the forces that remain will be
comprised from contingents supplied from
other nations. While establishment of fixed
dates to conclude operations is generally ill-
advised, a 1-year deadline for participation of
American forces should be sufficient to ensure
that the conditions in Bosnia are stabilized to
the extent that any continued deployment
could be sustained by non-United States
forces.

As I have said, we do have a role to play
in bringing peace to Bosnia. In 1 year we will
have fairly and fully played that role and will
have created conditions where non-U.S.
forces should be fully adequate. The President
should immediately communicate this position
to our allies.

Our commitment of ground forces is based
upon more than the initialing of words on a
piece of paper. It is predicated upon the
premise that the warring parties truly desire
peace and will comply with the actions they
have pledged to take. If they do not, the con-
ditions for our commitment of forces will not
have been met and U.S. personnel should not
be deployed. In this context, the recent repudi-
ation of the Dayton agreement by Bosnian
Serb military leaders and the statements of
French Gen. Jean-Rene Bachelet are particu-
larly worrisome. Before we proceed with the
deployment of our personnel, we should insist
on assurances through confidence-building
measures that the Bosnian Serbs want peace
and under the terms of the Dayton agreement.

The securing of peace in Bosnia and stabil-
ity in the Balkans is a noble objective that
serves American interests and justifies our ac-
cepting some measured risk of casualties.
Every drop of blood of American military per-
sonnel is precious, yet to shrink from our
forces being engaged because there might be
some casualties argues for doing away with
our military. An American policy that shrinks
from honoring commitments because there
might be casualties is an invitation to future
disaster. Our national interests throughout the

globe would be imperiled if we prove unwilling
to honor a major commitment.

If we are steadfast, we reenforce freedom,
decency and stability throughout the world. To
be otherwise would lead to instability and up-
heaval in many areas that are important to our
Nation’s peace and security.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the dis-
tinguished gentlewoman from Con-
necticut, [Ms. DELAURO] with whom I
visited Bosnia this past weekend.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I stand
in support of American troops and in
support of the United States mission in
Bosnia.

The debate we have here today is as
much about America’s future as it is
about Bosnia. Our vote today will send
a message about our country’s future
role in NATO. If we walk away today,
we will have relinquished our leader-
ship role in the international commu-
nity.

The human tragedy in Bosnia is be-
yond description. A quarter of a mil-
lion people have been killed in 3 years
of senseless slaughter. If we fail to en-
force the Dayton peace agreement, we
turn our backs on those who have suf-
fered from mass rape, ethnic cleansing,
and other unspeakable horrors.

In the face of this moral crisis, we
must be willing to step forward and
lead. It is what great nations such as
ours have always done. Moral leader-
ship in the world is part of the price of
being the world’s sole superpower.

Over the weekend, I joined a factfind-
ing trip to Bosnia. I admit that I went
with strong reservations about our
military mission there, but I have re-
turned with the knowledge that our
troops are ready and our mission is
clear. I have also returned with a belief
that we have a moral obligation to do
what only a U.S.-led force can do: keep
the peace.

One of the highlights of our trip was
a stopover in Germany to visit with
American troops who will be deployed
in the coming weeks. While there, I had
a chance to speak with a young soldier
from New London, CT, Private Jarion
Clarke. Private Clark told me that he
is well-trained, has faith in his leaders,
and believes in the United States mis-
sion in Bosnia.

I asked Private Clarke what I could
do for him: ‘‘Tell the American people
that we are ready and we need their
support,’’ he said. So, that is the mes-
sage I bring. Our soldiers need our sup-
port. They deserve our support.

I urge my colleagues to vote against
the Dornan, and Buyer resolution. Vote
for the Hamilton resolution. The only
measure that clearly says to American
men and women in uniform is that we
stand behind them.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Iowa
[Mr. GANSKE].

Mr. GANSKE. Mr. Speaker, I too,
just returned from Bosnia. Let me
summarize what I learned.

First, no one in the Balkans wants to
be part of a minority. Minorities get

raped and killed. This fact caused the
refugee problem. My impression is that
there is a difference in commitment by
the signers of the treaty on how to
handle these refugees. One party wants
them to return to their homes and vil-
lages. The other argues that this will
recreate the conditions that led to the
conflict in the first place. They argue
for humanitarian aid to resettle these
refugees in safer places. This is a cru-
cial difference that bears on the long-
term chances for success and peace.

Second, there is clearly unhappiness
with the territorial provisions of the
accord by both the Bosnians and the
Serbs. The Bosnian Serbs feel they
were betrayed, and the Bosnian Mos-
lems do not like the territorial provi-
sions either. They only signed on with
the condition that the United States
arm and train them.

This brings us to the third major
area of disagreement, the level of re-
arming of the Bosnian Serbs. There
were reports in the press indicating
that the Bosnian Moslems want train-
ing for 18 brigades and want to be sup-
plied with 200 tanks and 200 armed ve-
hicles. Mr. Milosevic on the other hand
thinks that all parties should propor-
tionally downsize. This difference of in-
terpretation of the treaty does not
bode well for long-term peace.

Mr. Speaker, the technical require-
ments of the plan are contradictory.
Will our troops be policemen or not?
Nation builders or not? I asked a senior
military official what would happen if
in his sector the Bosnians or the Serbs
started to harass a civilian population,
would he respond or not. He said, why
yes. Well, if he does, then he has now
taken sides. We now have the U.S. mili-
tary in a civil war.

Mr. Speaker, there is an alternative.
Lift the arms embargo, provide relief
aid, provide the same air support, the
same logistical support. It is not too
late. The best answer is Dornan.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself 41⁄2 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, this past weekend I was
fortunate to lead, with Congressman
DENNIS HASTERT of Illinois, a CODEL
which visited Italy, Croatia, Bosnia,
Serbia, and Germany. We met with the
President of Croatia, the Prime Min-
ister of Bosnia, the President of Serbia,
IFOR commanders, and U.S. troops
who were preparing for deployment.
The CODEL sought to answer six ques-
tions: What is the United States stake
in Bosnia? Can the IFOR mission be ac-
complished? Are there risks to our
troops? How do you separate military
from civilian responsibilities? How do
you measure the success of the mis-
sions, and what happens if they are not
working? What should be done to maxi-
mize IFOR’s success?

Adm. Leighton Smith, commander of
the American forces south, and the
other American generals and officers
who briefed the CODEL were confident
that the IFOR mission is achievable be-
cause IFOR has a clear mandate, sub-
stantial firepower, and the desire of the
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parties involved to settle this conflict.
Each head of government with whom
we met also expressed confidence that
the Dayton signatories would meet
their obligations because, as President
Tudjman said, ‘‘Without the direct in-
volvement of the United States, peace
in Bosnia is not possible.

Implementation of the Dayton agree-
ment is necessary and only the United
States and NATO can do it.

There are risks. The roads are poor
and the danger of accidents is high.
Snipers, car bombs, land mines, and
mortar fire are all potential threats.
The presence of an unknown number of
Mujahedeen fighters may be a problem,
especially if they decide they do not
want to leave Bosnia.

Clearly, there are many unknowns.
Neither the U.S. Congress, our military
leaders, our NATO allies, or the sig-
natories to the Dayton agreement can
promise that our involvement is with-
out risk. But we do know that the Day-
ton signatories. both the politicians
and the people they represent said they
want peace. And they believe that
peace and stability can be reached only
with our assistance. As Prime Minister
Silajdzic of Bosnia said, ‘‘This move by
your President is a courageous move, a
farreaching move. It is extremely im-
portant to grasp this change for peace.
Because if Dayton doesn’t work noth-
ing will work. We cannot have peace
without a stable buffer, a bridge. That
is why we need NATO troops. No other
organization can do it. We need your
help to make pace, not war.’’

Mr. Speaker, this debate is as much
about our role in the world as it is
about our role in this conflict. Today
we are deciding how involved we want
to be in shaping the world around us.
In the past 72 hours two persons have
put our role into perspective for me.
The first was Admiral Smith. When
asked about the United States national
interest in Bosnia, he replied that the
wrong questions was being posed. He
stated: ‘‘The question is about U.S.
leadership in the world. If we don’t go
in our credibility goes to rock bottom.
The next time when vital U.S. interests
are engaged, are our allies and friends
going to be with us? Probably not.’’

The second person was Israeli Prime
Minister Shimon Peres, during his ad-
dress to the joint session of Congress,
when he said that the United States
has ‘‘. . . save[d] the globe from three
of its greatest menaces: nazi tyranny,
Japanese militarism and the com-
munist challenge.’’ When he spoke of
Palestinian democracy and peace with
Israel’s enemies, he said ‘‘three years
ago such a prospect would have been a
fantasy. All of this would not be at-
tainable were it not for the American
involvement and support for our ef-
forts.’’

Mr. Speaker, every person voting in
this Chamber today must decide right
now what kind of world he or she wants
to live in. We are clearly the most pow-
erful country in the world. We have a
strong military, a stable government,

robust civil rights, and a reputation for
constantly recreating ourselves to
make America a better, more equitable
country. And it is because of our vi-
brant, democratic traditions that the
rest of the world looks to us for leader-
ship. We talk a good game in this body,
passing resolutions to say this and
sense of Congress’ to say that, but if we
do not support our good intentions
with actions, then our words will lose
meaning and our good intentions and
strong words will be a joke worldwide.

I, for one, believe in American lead-
ership and I believe, as one of the
American generals said to me, that the
people of Bosnia, Serbia, and Croatia,
need a period of decency. I want to give
them that period of decency by helping
to secure their peace.

b 1815
Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2

minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Louisiana [Mr. LIVING-
STON], chairman of our Committee on
Appropriations.

(Mr. LIVINGSTON asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I
also was in Bosnia last weekend, and I
met some of the troops that are going
to carry out this plan. I had my picture
taken with them, and I got a medal
from them, from the First Armored Di-
vision. They are good people, and they
deserve our support.

They were sent by the President to
work with NATO to separate warring
parties and hopefully keep those people
from killing one another.

Now those parties have gone to Day-
ton, and they have signed a peace ac-
cord, and that accord says that our
troops are there to assure the peace,
not to make war, not to rebuild Bosnia,
not to aid refugees, not to remove
mines, not to disarm the parties, not to
arm or train the Muslims. They are
there to keep the peace, and they are
well-trained, and well-equipped. They
are prepared for the mission, and they
will shoot to defend themselves, if nec-
essary.

But hopefully they will not have to.
Now, I have opposed the cir-

cumstances which have brought us to
this point. I cannot change history
however. The Commander in Chief of
our armed forces has deployed our
troops in what he says is in our na-
tional interest, and at this point I can
only repeat what the local commander
of our forces told me as recently as this
Monday. He said, ‘‘Don’t let the Con-
gress do anything which sends a mes-
sage to these kids that you in Congress
aren’t in full support of their efforts.’’
Mr. Speaker, I intend to follow his ad-
vice, and I intend to support our troops
in and out of Bosnia.

Mr. Speaker, I will vote for the buyer
resolution, I will vote for the Hamilton
resolution, and I will give our troops
the resources that they need to do
their job and come home.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to another

Floridian, Mr. PETERSON, a distin-
guished veteran who, I might add, had
a very significant hand in allowing
that the fighter pilots from France
were released.

Mr. PETERSON of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, we have a peace treaty. We
did not sign it, we did not initial it, but
the combatants in the war in Bosnia,
all three, did.

This is an unusual opportunity for
America. We have always had the op-
portunity to risk war, and we have
done so every time that there was any
national interest at stake. We have
done that willingly, we have done that
as a governmental body, we have done
that as a nation.

What a wonderful opportunity to
have today. We can risk peace. Yes, we
can risk peace.

What happens if we fail? What hap-
pens if we fail in our effort to seek
peace? We have war.

This is a no-brainer to me. Never
have I in my career had the oppor-
tunity to go for peace. Our troops are
going to Bosnia to implement a peace-
ful settlement that all three of the
combatants have agreed to.

No one, I do not think can say that
anything that happens in Europe is not
of interest to us. The cost of being a
superpower is that virtually anything
that happens on this planet affects this
Nation, and what is happening in
Bosnia and in the Balkans right now is
in fact affecting this Nation, and it will
affect it even more if we do nothing.
We have a very shallow window of op-
portunity to grab peace, and we should
grab it with both hands, wrap out arms
around it, and take it to the Balkans.

If we fail to do so, my colleagues,
there is no doubt in my mind, having
just visited that area, that we will
have an expansion of this war to
Kosovo, which will then trigger the Al-
banian input, which will then probably
bring Macedonia in, which will then
bring in Turkey, which will then bring
in Greece, and then what do we have?
We have the potential for World War
III.

Mr. Speaker, we have history behind
us that takes us back to World War I
and World War II, both of which began
in the Balkans. Do not let us help that
start World War III. Support our troops
and support the policy.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute, 30 seconds to the gentleman
from Illinois [Mr. MANZULLO], a mem-
ber of our Committee on International
Relations.

Mr. MANZULLO. Mr. Speaker, I
would encourage the Members of Con-
gress to examine the exact document
which is called the peace agreement,
especially the military annex which is
attached to it, and to compare the
rules of engagement there with the
statement put out by the Joint Chiefs
of Staff of the United States, and those
rules of engagement contradict each
other. In the one put out by the Joint
Chiefs of Staff it says we are not to be
involved in moving any people or
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equipment out of the demilitarized
zone, we are not to be involved in any
type of disarmament, and yet the
NATO troops, in the military annex at-
tached the peace agreement, gives our
troops that type of power.

Mr. Speaker, this is a matter of de-
fining the mission to send our beloved
troops to a country that has experi-
enced war for 1,500 years. I support the
troops. I do not believe it is wise to
send them, but I support the troops.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I reserve the balance of our
time.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Oregon
[Mr. BUNN].

Mr. BUNN of Oregon. Mr. Speaker,
having just returned from Bosnia, I
was appalled at the devastation in Sa-
rajevo. I did not see a single building
that had not been damaged by the
shelling of the sniper fire, and it is
very, very clear that something has to
be done, but I came back convinced
that the President had made a horrible
mistake in the decision to send our
troops there.

We had an opportunity to listen to
our military commanders tell us about
how the troops are going to get in and
how we are going to deal with the plan-
ning for casualties, how we have
planned for communications, but when
we asked about the exit strategy, there
was no plan. We do not have a plan,
how we are going to get our troops out
of there. There was an alternative, and
the plan was to lift the arms embargo
and allow the Bosnians to defend them-
selves, and in meetings with the lead-
ers in Bosnia the vice-president of
Bosnia said point blank, ‘‘We didn’t
ask for your troops, we didn’t need
your troops. What we needed was the
ability to defend ourselves, and you de-
nied us that.’’

Nevertheless we need to understand
today that there are troops there and
troops on the way. Nothing we do to-
night is going to stop the deployment.
We are beyond that now. Congress is
often faced with bad options, and Presi-
dent Clinton has given us bad options,
but tonight we can choose to support
the troops.

I am going to vote no on Dornan and
support the alternative so we can do
everything possible to allow our troops
who are well trained and well equipped
to do a job that they should not have
been asked to do.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from South
Carolina [Mr. INGLIS].

b 1830

Mr. INGLIS of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
yielding time to me.

There has been a fair amount of con-
fusion on the floor here today about
the thought process. One idea is we
should support the troops by sending
them there. The best way to support
the troops is to keep them from going
there.

Then there was a statement about
how we are there to wage peace. I have
never seen it waged with tanks and
guns and bullets. I think if you are
going to wage peace, you do not send in
the U.S. Army. The U.S. Army goes
into places to crush, kill, and destroy.
That is what they are real good at. I do
not understand this idea of waging
peace with tanks and weapons. If there
is a peace, there is no need for peace-
keepers. They have peace. If there is
not a peace, then our people are peace-
makers and that makes them, I think,
combatants in a centuries-old civil
war.

Then there is the thought we have to
contain the conflict. It is like world
War II, we are told. Think again. World
War II, two key differences: No. 1, a
pernicious, expansionistic ideology
that wanted to control the world.
There is no pernicious, expansionistic
ideology here. This is the normal inhu-
manity of man against man, normal
hatred. It is around the globe. It is in
Rwanda, it is in China, it is all over.
No pernicious expansionistic ideology.

The second key difference between
World War II and now, in World War II
we were not prepared. Now we are pre-
pared. We learned after World War II
you prepare for peace by preparing for
war, and you stand ready with that
strength under control. We can contain
the conflict no matter where it goes in
that region.

The sober judgment we need to bring
right now is very simple: Is there an
American security interest at risk? I
would submit, that is the threshold
question before you send troops any-
where: Is there an American security
interest at risk? Clearly there is not in
the Balkans. The only way to send that
message is to support the gentleman’s
alternative.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from New
Jersey [Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN].

(Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker,
I thank the gentleman for yielding
time to me.

Mr. Speaker, for me the most impor-
tant priority is to support our service-
men and women. The President has
made his decision. While I am angry
that he has made it without consulta-
tion to Congress and with the Amer-
ican people, we need to back up our
troops 100 percent. Our actions tonight
should send this message loudly and
clearly to them as they prepare to go,
because 25 years ago I was one of them
in Vietnam. I was sent on a mission
that bitterly divided this country and
this House, but I learned then, as I
know now, that our troops deserve
nothing less than the undivided sup-
port of this House and all the resources
necessary to support their mission.
Please support the Buyer resolution.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Mississippi [Mr. TAYLOR].

Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, in 1954 one of my heroes, Sen-
ator John Stennis, spoke against send-
ing American mechanics to a little
country called South Vietnam. He said
that we would get drawn into a land
war that we could not win, in a part of
the world that people did not care
about. John C. Stennis was right. We
did get sucked into it. Then when that
happened, he did his constitutional
duty to support those troops.

What I am asking this body to do to-
night is to prevent us from getting
sucked into another war where other
brave young Americans will die, be
maimed, in a part of the world that
Americans just do not care about. It is
not a right or wrong decision, it is
what is best for the American young
men and women who have sworn to de-
fend this country.

The best thing for those fine young
people is not to waste their lives, and
above all, do not abuse their trust.
They swore to defend the Constitution
of this country. They swore to defend
this country. We are not even a partici-
pant on this treaty. Vote for the Dor-
nan alternative.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
the remainder of our time to the dis-
tinguished gentleman from California
[Mr. DELLUMS], the ranking member of
the Committee on National Security.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BUNNING of Kentucky). The gentleman
from California [Mr. DELLUMS] is rec-
ognized for 43⁄4 minutes.

Mr. DELLUMS. Mr. Speaker, we
come to the end of the general debate
on this very significant and important
issue. All of us in this room come to
this debate from our various reference
points. My reference point in this de-
bate is as a peace advocate who came
here 25 years ago to challenge mili-
tarism and to challenge the concept of
military intervention. We opposed the
war in Vietnam, military intervention
in El Salvador, Nicaragua, Grenada,
opposed our military intervention in
the Persian Gulf.

We now find ourselves in the throes
of a new era, an era referred to as the
post-cold-war era, a period marked
with change, with transition, a period
pregnant with challenges and with op-
portunities.

But I would hasten to observe, Mr.
Speaker, that there is a very interest-
ing and fascinating disconnect in this
country at this moment. At the grass
roots level, the bedrock of a democ-
racy, the American people look to
Washington to say, ‘‘What do we do,
leaders, in this new post-cold-war era?’’
The leaders in Washington, us being
politicians who tend to poll, measure,
count the votes, weight the mail and
count the telephone calls, are saying,
‘‘No, you tell us,’’ so there is a great
disconnect. Most politicians are not
willing to step into a period of transi-
tion to lead. That is risky. Many Amer-
ican people are saying in this period of
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transition, ‘‘Tell us where to go.’’ It is
very difficult.

I am prepared to accept the chal-
lenge. I step into this breach. My argu-
ment, Mr. Speaker, is that yes, this is
a period of change and transition, chal-
lenge and opportunity; perhaps
wrongly, but I believe that this post-
cold-war era has presented us with a
significant enemy, and that enemy is
war itself, war itself. The great chal-
lenge is the challenge of peace. The
great opportunity is to bring the world,
kicking and screaming, to peace.

Perhaps wrongly, Mr. Speaker, but I
believe that in my entire adult lifetime
we have been given a magnificent gift,
the gift of the post-cold-war world, an
opportunity to step forward boldly and
bring about significant change in
America and in the world. I believe
that this is the first opportunity, Mr.
Speaker, that we truly have to chal-
lenge the whole notion of the use of
force and the making of war as an in-
strument of foreign policy, the first
time; the first time we truly, as adults,
can challenge these whole bizarre and
barbaric ideas of using force to kill and
maim and harm, and using war as an
instrument of foreign policy.

I have lived long enough, Mr. Speak-
er, to come to this moment where we
now truly have an opportunity to talk
about the issue of peace. The transition
that we are in, the pain that we feel, I
believe is that we are witnessing the
transition from war to peace, from
warmaking to peacekeeping, from risk-
ing war to risking peace. These painful
steps into the future, into the un-
known, into transition, into change,
are fraught with challenges. They are
difficult.

Peacekeeping is a new concept, a new
lexicon, not worn easily by politicians,
not understood by the American peo-
ple. It is not something we have done,
but I believe that it is something that
we need to do as we move into the post-
cold-war world with respect to Bosnia.
The moral imperative is as follows: If
you encourage a group of people to
come off the bloody battlefield of kill-
ing and maiming and raping and plun-
dering, and move them to the negotiat-
ing table, and they come with a prod-
uct, perfect or imperfect, good or bad,
liked or disliked, a product, a peace
plan, and then they say to you, ‘‘He has
murdered my son, I murdered his
daughter, he murdered my mother, I
murdered his father, we murdered
16,000 of our children and 250,000 of our
neighbors. So while we have come to a
peace plan, we do not rest easy with
each other. We are paranoid about each
other. We are fearful about each other.
So stand in the way for a while to
allow a period of transition as we move
from the bloody battlefield to the issue
of peace; so help us at this moment, be-
cause we are fearful. We have killed
many of them.’’

The moral question then is do you re-
ject that notion? What is a peace advo-
cate in a post-cold-war world? Do we
walk away from that?

Finally, Mr. Speaker, when 6 million
Jews were being killed during the pe-
riod of Nazi Germany, as we looked
back at that moment we said, ‘‘How
could that have occurred? Killing 6
million people is terrible.’’ But there
are 250,000 people dying in Bosnia. So
what triggers your moral imperative?
Six million people? Two hundred fifty
thousand people? Where do you get
upset?

Mr. Speaker, I would conclude by
saying I think our role is one of peace.
I think we have a responsibility to
walk into this period as peacekeepers. I
think we must address the moral im-
perative to play our significant role in
the world. I think we ought to reject
any effort to do anything less than
that.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Kansas
[Mr. TIAHRT].

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding time to me.

Mr. Speaker, I also went to Bosnia to
meet our troops on the way in Ger-
many and to receive a coin from the
First Armored Division. This coin I
plan to carry for the next 12 months, so
I keep them in my thoughts and pray-
ers. But this is a civil war. This is not
a religious war. Only three of the five
parties have initialed off this peace
agreement.

Today, Bosnian Croats who did not
initial this agreement are burning
Bosnian Herzegovinian villages. This
week they released a known war crimi-
nal. Bosnian Serbs, who also did not
sign this peace agreement or initial
this peace agreement, have two war
criminals still commanding troops.
This is an incomplete agreement.
There will be no peace without justice.
These people must be brought to jus-
tice.

This is just a trial separation before
the divorce. We are giving them the op-
portunity to rest and rearm. We need
to create other opportunities for peace,
opportunities that will be there with-
out sacrificing our young men and
women. That is why I support the Dor-
nan bill.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Florida
[Mr. SCARBOROUGH].

Mr. SCARBOROUGH. Mr. Speaker, I
am truly amazed at how the sides
change here. Many of the same people
who have been telling us for 20 years
that we can no longer be the world’s
policeman are now coming to the floor
saying, ‘‘We must be the world’s police-
man,’’ even when there is not a direct
vital American interest worth dying
for. Who said that? The Secretary of
Defense, Secretary Perry, in Philadel-
phia, said there was not a direct vital
American interest involved. So do we
as a Congress have a right to stand up
and say something? Yes. That is our
constitutional right. Yet it amazes me
that Republicans as well as Democrats
say it is all the President’s preroga-
tive.

James Madison, the framer of the
Constitution, in 1792 wrote to Thomas
Jefferson and said the following:

The Constitution supposes what the his-
tory of all governments demonstrate: that
the executive is the branch of power most in-
terested in war and most prone to it. It has,
accordingly, with studied care, vested the
question of war in the legislature.

It is our responsibility. Support Dor-
nan and support the troops.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield the remainder of our
time to the gentleman from California
[Mr. CUNNINGHAM].

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California [Mr.
CUNNINGHAM] is recognized for 31⁄4 min-
utes.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker,
this is a very difficult subject for me to
even speak about. It is wrapped with
emotion, it is wrapped with anger, and
it is wrapped with pain. I do not think,
no matter what you vote for today, if
you vote for the gentleman from Cali-
fornia [Mr. DORNAN], I am against send-
ing the troops to Bosnia. I think if you
vote for the gentleman from California
[Mr. DORNAN], that is a message, again,
that you do not want to do that. The
Senate is not going to pick it up. I
think that is an acceptable vote.

If you vote for the gentleman from
Indiana [Mr. BUYER] and the gentleman
from Missouri [Mr. SKELTON] to sup-
port our troops in what they are doing,
I think that is acceptable, also, and the
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HAMIL-
TON] as well. I am not concerned so
much about the vote today, Mr. Speak-
er, as I am in the future.

Many of us served overseas. In 1968,
President Johnson stopped the bomb-
ing over in North Vietnam. Our hands
were tied.

b 1845

I watched friends of mine die. They
did not have to die. We had Mogia and
Van Kari and Ban Nappi Pass where we
could see supplies coming through, and
we could not stop them.

There was an ROE that you had to
wait until a MiG shot at you first be-
fore you could shoot back. No Member
of Congress ever devised that ROE.
They never strapped their rear end into
a fighter.

I looked at the thousands of my
friends that died over there when we
could not hit the SAM sites and we
could not mine the harbors. Yet when
President Nixon came up, he let us do
that.

My concern is in the future because
there are going to be some tough votes.
There are a lot of people here in this
body that will do anything they can to
cut defense. It is a legitimate issue.
They would rather put it in social
spending. But in the future, we are
going to have to vote, ladies and gen-
tlemen, on supporting our troops.
Make sure that you do.

Another area that kills me, not just
under this President. Lebanon was a
disaster, to tie down our Marines.
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Those kids died and they did not have
to die. In Somalia, we have gone
through the reasons why our troopers
died. It is because we did not give them
the support, the votes in this Congress
and the President. Not just this Presi-
dent but other Presidents.

My real concern, Mr. Speaker, is the
future. Because the votes are going to
be tough. You are going to have to in-
crease defense dollars probably if we
get tied in there. I would ask my col-
leagues that want to cut defense, that
want to cut defense, think about the
amendments and the bills that you are
going to vote for and all of them, be-
cause what you are saying is that you
are going to support these kids. It is
important. Do not forget the way you
vote today.

Most of us have lost too many
friends. There are 30 kids that fought
in Vietnam and in Desert Storm that
because of Tailhook are not passing
and making Captain or Commander be-
cause there are certain people that
would exacerbate that. Some of these
kids had nothing to do with Tailhook.
But yet the Senate failed to confirm
them.

I would ask you, when we ask our
men and our women to place their lives
on the line, do not forget those sac-
rifices. Because we have over and over
and over again, Mr. Speaker, and I
would ask, think about your vote but
carry it on after today.

Mr. FRANKS of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to voice my opposition to the de-
ployment of United States troops to the former
Yugoslavia.

I have consistently voted to lift the arms em-
bargo levied on the Bosnian Moslems. I firmly
believe that President Bush and President
Clinton were wrong in their policy to continue
the arms embargo on Bosnia. The Bosnians
have the right, as a sovereign people, to de-
fend themselves against any form of aggres-
sion. By continuing the arms embargo, the
United States and its allies have perpetuated
the slaughter of innocent people.

I applaud the Dayton peace agreement ini-
tialed by the warring factions and the agree-
ment to begin to re-arm the Bosnian Moslems
in an attempt to return a balance of power to
the region. However, I am skeptical of the
agreement because all parties have not ini-
tialed the agreement and I have viewed very
vocal and extremely aggressive anti-American
sentiments in Bosnia. The peace is tenuous at
best.

I have long questioned the role of the Unit-
ed States as the policeman of the world.
Clearly there are other conflicts around the
world that need policing, yet, no one has
called for the use of the United States military.
Not one Member of Congress has claimed
that these conflicts are in the national interest
of the United States or worth one drop of
American blood. Still, Members call for Amer-
ican troops to sacrifice for the Bosnian civil
war.

During the debate surrounding the deploy-
ment of United States troops to the Persian
Gulf, many of my colleagues on the other side
of the isle derided the deployment as the Unit-
ed States in the role of world policeman.
These same Members are now supporting the

deployment of troops to Bosnia because they
claim that it is the duty of the United States to
lead the world in policing the civil war.

Let me simply suggest to those Members:
this is not the Persian Gulf. The United States
deployed troops to the Persian Gulf as a direct
result of military aggression by Iraq against
Kuwait. The Bosnian deployment is a result of
a weak peace agreement between warring
factions of a centuries-old civil war that rep-
resents no risk to United States national secu-
rity.

I do not support the deployment of troops to
Bosnia because the President has not con-
vinced me, my constituents, or the majority of
Americans of the need for this military action.
Yes, I recognize the authority of the President
to commit troops, but I also recognize the au-
thority of the U.S. Congress to authorize the
use of the military. The President, after re-
peated requests by this body, has neglected
to seek Congressional authorization for the
deployment of the troops. For this reason I
supported Mr. DORNAN’S bill to refuse to fund
the military action in Bosnia.

The President has truly failed in his attempt
to convince the American people that one
American life is worth peace in Bosnia. My
constituency is not convinced. Overwhelm-
ingly, my constituents have written to me to
oppose the deployment of troops to Bosnia. I
will not allow this Nation to become the police-
man for a regional civil war that has raged for
hundreds of years and still simmers below the
surface of this peace agreement.

I have supported the use of United States
technical support and related assistance in the
Bosnian theater. I did not oppose the use of
United States airpower to protect the
peackeepers in Bosnia because this is where
the United States expertise lies. As the world
leader in military technology, this is an accept-
able role for the United States. However, I will
not support the use of United States ground
forces in the Bosnian theater. Ground support
in the Balkans is the sole responsibility of the
European nations. Europe has the singular ob-
ligation to protect the European continent and
provide the force necessary to maintain peace
in the European theater.

Due to the lack of a cohesive mission strat-
egy and the inability of the President to con-
vince the majority of the American people that
deployment of United States troops to Bosnia
is essential, I cannot support the deployment.

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, the peace that
was brokered in Dayton that is supposed to
resolve the civil war in Bosnia and
Herzegovina is nothing but a thin, glass wall
waiting to be shattered. It is just another
cease-fire that will once again be broken by
discontented parties. To send American
ground troops into the thick tension that still
prevails is nothing short of a kamikaze mis-
sion.

Many Bosnians want Americans to come
and help enforce the peace established in
Dayton. Unfortunately, this is not true peace.
True peace does not require 60,000 foreign
soldiers to police the streets. Bosnian Serbs
living in Sarajevo are staging daily protests
hoping that the peace settlement will be re-
negotiated. They are dissatisfied because
under the Dayton agreement the suburbs of
Sarajevo that they call home will be turned
over to the newly created Croat-Muslim Fed-
eration, which most view as a fate worse than
death. This one provision in a multifaceted

agreement is enough for some to pick up
arms once again. Because Bosnian Serbs are
so discontent with the agreement, their lead-
ers announced they would hold a referendum
on December 12, to ask their citizens whether
or not they should accept the Dayton peace
plan.

The fact that Croatian President Franco
Tudjman, Serbian President Slobodan
Milosevic and Bosnian President Alija
Izetbegovic were able to sit down in one room
together and over the course of a few weeks,
create a plan for peace is, of course, nothing
short of a miracle. President Clinton and his
administration ought to be commended for ac-
complishing the unthinkable. The problem
though is that only presidents and foreign min-
isters present agreed to stop the war; no one
consulted the people. It is the people who
have festered hatred in their hearts which has
caused this civil war. There cannot be a work-
able peace solution unless the people want it,
unless they are willing to put away their deep-
seated hatred for one another and say enough
is enough.

This tenuous peace which 60,000 NATO
troops must enforce will be led by American
troops and was promised to the warring fac-
tions before the American public could have
its say. In fact, the understanding of the three
warring parties before they came to the peace
table was that America would be there to
monitor the final agreement. But we cannot
send 20,000 of your young, vibrant men and
women to enforce a peace that is not going to
last. President Clinton has promised Bosnia
the lives of thousands of our young people for
1 year. Does President Clinton really believe
that hatred which spans to course of hundreds
of years is going to be resolved in 1 year?

Why do we want to subject our soldiers to
the wrath of the Serbs? What will these young
men and women be to angry Serbs? Targets.
Targets of their frustration of being bombed by
American-led NATO war planes. Targets for
their frustration of losing large amounts of ter-
ritory to Croatia this past summer. Targets for
their frustration of being forced to accept a
peace plan they do not agree to. Targets for
the anger of Serbs who were bombed by
Americans in Sarajevo. Targets along the slim
stretch of land, Brcko, that the Serbs want ex-
panded and handed over to them. And when
our soldiers are not the targets of snipers they
will be subject to the threat of thousands upon
thousands of landmines that will be covered
by the winter snow, Yes, the best way for fac-
tions who are reluctant to go along with the
Dayton agreement to sabotage peace is for
them to attack Americans.

And why should Americans be deliberately
put in harms way? What vital interest does
America have in Bosnia? None. We have no
vital interest in Bosnia. Secretary of State
Warren Christopher called Bosnia ‘‘the prob-
lem from Hell.’’ Political leader for the Bosnian
Serbs, Radovan Karadzic, who has the re-
sponsibility of drumming up support for the
agreement said, ‘‘What is wrong with the Day-
ton agreement is that it has created a new
Beirut in Europe. It is going to bleed for dec-
ades.’’ Why does this require that we put
American lives on the ground in a country
whose hatred is older than our Republic? This
is a civil war that must be resolved by its own
citizens. It took nothing short of a totalitarian
regime to maintain the peace during this cen-
tury. One year of peacekeeping will not solve
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their problems or further any of our interests.
For this reason, Mr. Speaker, I will vote today
for H.R. 2770 to prohibit the use of Federal
funds from being used for the deployment of
United States Armed Forces on the grounds of
the Republic of Bosina and Herzegovina.

Mr. DICKS. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow the
President will be in Paris to witness the sign-
ing of the peace accord that will officially end
the 43-month war in Bosnia. The United
States will be standing proud as the instigator
of the process that took place last month in
Dayton, at which the leaders of Serbia, Cro-
atia, and Bosnia agreed to end the savage
ethnic warfare that has claimed more than
250,000 lives over the past 4 years. This will
be a great day for the people of Bosnia, and
certainly a proud moment for those nations in-
volved in the peace process. There is much
work ahead in implementing the vision of
peaceful coexistence in the Balkans, but with
the determination of all of the NATO countries
to extend the guarantee of European stability,
it is truly a cause worth the effort.

Under this agreement one state with a uni-
fied, constitutional government will be created.
Free elections will be held throughout Bosnia
next year. Territorial issues within Bosnia have
been resolved, and within these boundaries,
all Bosnians will have the right to move freely.
Those displaced from their homes by the fight-
ing will finally be able to return home. Best of
all, perhaps, is that the parties have agreed to
respect the human rights of all persons, and
those individuals who have been responsible
for the heinous crimes perpetrated against the
Bosnian people will be brought to justice.

This agreement represents great progress.
While some of my colleagues here in the
House today have expressed skepticism, I
firmly believe that this peace can and will
work. The leaders of all sides in this conflict
have affirmed a true desire for peace on be-
half of their people who are weary from the
harshness of the conflict they’ve experienced.
The people themselves have encouraged their
respective leaders to follow the course of rec-
onciliation.

What is required to make this plan work is
simple: a neutral intermediary to enforce the
peace accords for a time sufficient to allow the
establishment of the new government. Clearly,
this role can only be served by NATO. No
other international organization has the capac-
ity and respect to undertake such a critical op-
eration. The mission itself is one that NATO is
particularly capable of accomplishing. But it is
equally true that NATO cannot accomplish the
task without the direct and substantial partici-
pation of the United States. We have an obli-
gation to participate and we have a direct in-
terest in doing so because of the impact on
the stability of Europe. Without our agreement
to join NATO on this endeavor, other nations
would decline to participate and the peace
would assuredly fail. And then the fierce fight-
ing would resume.

I am confident that our participation in this
peacekeeping mission will be both limited and
well-defined. U.S. troops, serving under an
American commander, have been given rules
of engagement sufficient to provide them with
the ability to protect themselves and carry out
their assigned tasks. Our role in the imple-
mentation force, although significant, will be
limited to about one-third of the NATO contin-
gent, with more than 60,000 troops coming
from European and other nations. And our role

will be limited in duration: the President has
expressed the clear intent of withdrawing
American troops in a year.

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, the President’s
decision to send United States troops to
Bosnia is an appropriate and necessary use of
power by the world’s only superpower de-
signed to bring peace to the Balkans. It is a
mission we neither sought nor savior. These
troops are not being sent into a war. Rather,
they are going to support a peace treaty. Last
month, in Dayton, OH, the three Balkan lead-
ers initialized a peace treaty that would halt
the fighting between the Serbians, Croatians,
and Bosnians. Two months ago, while the
fighting was raging across the former Yugo-
slavia, I would have refused to endorse a plan
sending American troops to Bosnia. Today,
however, American troops are not being sent
to Bosnia to engage in an active military con-
flict. Instead, they form the backbone of a
peacekeeping mission that will at long last
bring stability to an area of the world that has
only seen violence and misery for so many
years. Surely there is risk in sending our sol-
diers overseas. However, it serves our na-
tional interest to help bring peace and stability
to the Balkans and to Europe.

Before we send our soldiers to Bosnia, how-
ever, it is imperative that we develop a com-
prehensive exist strategy to guarantee that our
troops will not fall into another intractable
quagmire. As wisely highlighted by the Senate
Majority Leader BOB DOLE, if we leave Bosnia
without allowing all the parties to stand on
equal ground, we will find ourselves debating
these same issues in the very near future. The
United States must ensure that before our sol-
diers return home, the Bosnian Army has the
ability to defend itself and its people.

Mr. MARTINI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
strongly support tonight’s efforts to prevent
American troops from serving on the ground in
Bosnia.

This Congress has voted repeatedly in Con-
gress and told President Clinton that we had
no desire to send Americans to participate in
a peacekeeping mission that is of no vital in-
terest to us, of questionable prospects for last-
ing success, and that puts at risk thousands of
American lives.

I hope peace prevails in that troubled re-
gion, and that the recently negotiated peace
holds and the bloodshed and misery in the
Balkans soon ends.

But we have no vital interests at stake in the
region, and should not get involved.

There is no overriding strategic or economic
threat to the United States there.

The war has not yet spilled outside of the
former Yugoslavia, and we have already taken
steps toward containing the fighting.

And NATO won’t fall apart if we do not par-
ticipate.

NATO is a strong alliance, a collection of
Western democracies bound together by com-
mon interest.

That common interest will not go away if we
do not go to Bosnia.

As for our prospects for success, exactly
how will a 1 year deployment of peacekeeping
troops solve a conflict that has raged for cen-
turies?

It took the iron fists of one empire after an-
other to keep the underlying ethnic tensions in
this area under control.

It is unfortunate, but true: signatures on a
piece of paper and a brief intervention of for-

eign troops will not quell the hatreds that
dominate the former Yugoslavia.

Yet to pursue this questionable objective,
we are asked to risk the lives of 20 thousand
American troops.

The President wants to put them in the
crosshairs of sniper’s rifles, and subject them
to the jeopardy that comes with the thousands
of land mines that are buried over there.

Angry mobs are already gathering in the
streets to demonstrate against out mission.

We are sending our men and women into
an unfamiliar and dangerous hornet’s nest,
and for the wrong reasons.

I support the troops, and am grateful for
their efforts on our behalf.

They have a very difficult mission to carry
out, and I am sure they will do a fine job when
they do.

But it is a mission that will come at great
cost, and it is one we should try to avoid for
them completely.

Mr. SKAGGS. Mr. Speaker, tonight, this
House faces a choice. We can choose to sup-
port the President of the United States in his
decision to help end the tragic war in Bosnia,
in his decision to act with our NATO allies to
stop the killing in Europe for the third time this
century, in his decision to nurture a peace that
without question will be fraught with its own
risks and dangers. Or, we can choose to
desert the President at this time of challenge
to American leadership, to seek moral comfort
for this country in the failure of Europeans to
end the slaughter, to watch the war resume
content that the vital interest of the United
States might this time escape the blight of war
in Europe. As between a problematic peace
and a horrific war, I choose to support the
President’s courageous work for peace.

Mr. Speaker, many of the people I represent
have contacted me to express their concerns
about the Dayton peace plan for Bosnia and
the risks our troops may face as part of a
international force to implement that plan. I’ve
had many of the same concerns myself.

Earlier this month I joined 14 other mem-
bers of the House on a bipartisan fact-finding
tour of Bosnia and other countries in the re-
gion to address these concerns. We met with
American, NATO and U.N. military command-
ers and diplomats, soldiers from Colorado,
and the presidents of Serbia, Croatia and
Bosnia and Herzegovina. I’ve also met with
the President; the Vice President; Richard
Holbroke, the Assistant Secretary of State who
negotiated the Dayton accords; Samuel
Berger, the Deputy Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs; and Lt. Gen.
Howell Estes and Lt. Gen. Wes Clark of the
Joint Staff. I asked them the same questions
that Coloradans have been asking me.

At a town meeting this past Saturday, I
heard again from people in my district, and I
talked with them about what I had seen and
learned.

Based on all that I’ve been able to learn, I
believe the American role in leading the NATO
implementation force is essential and that the
mission of the implementation force is well-
planned and appropriate.

I’m well aware that as we go down the path
envisioned by the Dayton agreement, there is
no guarantee of success. I have questions
about having the new civil and political institu-
tions up and running after the one year NATO
deployment concludes, progress that will be
important to sustaining the peace. Neverthe-
less, our contribution to the peacekeeping de-
ployment gives us the best chance we have
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had to stop a dangerous war that has been
raging for four years in Europe.

Critics of this mission have said that the war
in Bosnia is really a European problem and
that we should let the Europeans solve it. But
the truth is that we cannot afford to duck our
responsibility as the leader of NATO during
this defining moment in Europe’s post-cold
war history. We have largely deferred to the
Europeans on this problem for 4 years, and
they have never been able to reach a consen-
sus on how to solve it. Without United States
leadership the war in Bosnia will continue.
Two tragic world wars should have taught us
what can happen when we turn our back on
Europe in a time of crisis.

Our military mission in Bosnia will not be
risk free; there will no doubt be casualties. But
the mission has been carefully planned and
trained for; American military leaders have
been preparing for this mission for 18 months
and helped to write the military annex to the
Dayton agreement. The 1-year time frame for
the military deployment is part of the plan that
our military leaders helped craft—it is not
some arbitrary deadline imposed from the out-
side for purely political reasons. The mission
statement is clear, and our commanders in the
field have unprecedented authority to respond
to challenges and threats with overwhelming
and decisive force. While it is impossible to
plan for every contingency, I’m persuaded
most have been anticipated.

Our troops are well-trained in the recogni-
tion, detection, and clearing of land mines.
They’ll be equipped with sophisticated detec-
tion equipment and protective gear. Protection
from the hazard of mines is a key reason our
military planners chose a heavy armored divi-
sion for this assignment. And keep in mind
that the Dayton agreement calls for the war-
ring factions to clear the mines they have
planted. Yet, there will no doubt be casualties
from mines.

Our troops will likely face attack from some
rogue elements outside the chain of command
of the regular armies. We will have a remark-
able capability to detect and track hostile ele-
ments, however, and overwhelming force to
deter and repel attack.

The question of an exit strategy has been
repeatedly raised by critics of the plan. This
strikes me as a false issue. Exit after 1 year
is expressly built into the Dayton agreement,
with time-defined tasks and objectives. U.S.
military commanders were quite clear that they
have no question about when and how they’ll
depart. They also made it clear that if the par-
ties to the agreement aren’t serious about
keeping peace and fighting resumes, we will
withdraw our troops.

There are risks and problems in the civil-po-
litical parts of the Dayton agreement, too. It in-
cludes an ambitious timetable for economic re-
construction, humanitarian activities and the
formulation of new political institutions, and the
power arrangements crafted to create the new
Bosnian state seem awkward at best. But a
massive international effort has already been
launched by the London conference to coordi-
nate the myriad of humanitarian and political
projects that will have to be undertaken to
support the agreement. We can only hope that
enough will be in place to sustain the peace
when the troops go home at the end of next
year. And it may well make sense at that time,
under circumstances then very different from
the last 4 years, for some international police

authority to assist with security for a longer
period.

We should be under no illusion that Presi-
dents Milosevic, Izetbegovic, and Tudjman en-
tered this agreement out of altruism. Just as
self-interest brought these three leaders to the
table in Dayton, it will be self-interest that will
encourage them to keep their bargain and
make peace work. All three have calculated
that their future lies with the West. Izetbegovic
is struggling to find a way for his country to
survive as an independent state. Milosevic is
desperate to put a permanent end to the dev-
astating international embargo that has de-
stroyed the Serbian economy. And Tudjman
wants to expand trade with Europe and to
press for admission to European institutions.

So, the peace reached at Dayton is a
messy, pragmatic arrangement. Sadly it is not
a just peace, because it ratifies the gains of
war. But I believe this peace is better than
continued war with its horrors and injustices.

Mindful of all these risks and uncertainties
and imperfections, if we don’t keep our com-
mitment to help enforce the Dayton peace
agreement, we’ll pay a great price. The war
will resume, and we will have forfeited Amer-
ican leadership and credibility. If the war spills
over to Kosovo and Macedonia, it would
cause enormous damage to our security inter-
ests in Europe by drawing Albania, Bulgaria,
Greece, and Turkey into the conflict. This risk
of conflict between NATO member states and
a broader European war can’t be lightly dis-
missed.

Ten days ago in Sarajevo, we encountered
a group of the long-suffering people of that
city outside the Presidential Palace. An older
woman, tears spilling from her eyes, told us
that she had lost her son in the war; she
pleaded that only America had the trust of the
Bosnian people and the power to end the war.
It was a poignant reminder that this is not a
problem that can be solved by Europeans
without American leadership.

The next day I had lunch with two impres-
sive young Army troopers from Colorado
awaiting final orders to Bosnia at their 1st Ar-
mored Division base in Germany. One of
these men had taken his Thanksgiving leave
to visit the former Nazi concentration camp at
Dachau. Referring to the mission ahead of
him, he said, ‘‘Congressman, if we have the
power to keep that from happening again, we
have to do it.’’ A reminder of an earlier prob-
lem that could not be solved by Europeans
without American leadership.

So, it is important to remember that this is
not just about Bosnia. Other actors around the
world are watching these events and will be
taking their cue. If leaders of dispossessed
ethnic groups elsewhere in Europe and in the
new states of the former Soviet Union see that
the international community is unable to act
effectively, they may well challenge the politi-
cal compromises that have been worked out in
their states. Eventually, much of what we won
in the cold war could be put at risk.

The President has not done an adequate
job in making the case for the deployment of
American soldiers in Bosnia. This surely
makes it harder for members of Congress to
support him, because it makes it harder for
the American people to understand what’s at
stake. Still, the President’s commitment to
send a U.S. military force to help to enforce
peace has been clear for a long time.

The President has shown courage in taking
on this difficult responsibility in the face of po-

litical risks and public opposition. A vote for
this resolution to oppose the mission will only
serve to encourage both the enemies of peace
in Bosnia and the enemies of United States
leadership in pursuit of a decent international
order.

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I have deep
concerns about the mission which the Presi-
dent has assigned to our Armed Forces to im-
plement the Bosnia agreement reached in
Dayton last month.

I remain deeply troubled by the President’s
decision to deploy United States troops in sup-
port of the Bosnia peace agreement. First of
all, this is an unworkable agreement—that it is
the best agreement attainable does not make
it a good agreement. I have serious doubts
that this agreement, even if it were fully imple-
mented, would be successful in the long term.
Moreover, the President has failed to make a
convincing case that the conflict in Bosnia
threatens our national security interests, or
that implementation of the Dayton accords will
resolve those concerns. He has also blurred
the distinction between peacekeeping and
peacemaking.

I am also deeply concerned about the con-
ditions on the ground for our troops. Bosnia,
particularly the area around Tuzla where Unit-
ed States troops will be based, is heavily
mined. The great majority of these minefields
are not mapped, and many of the mines in
use in Bosnia are not easily detected. Further-
more, United States troops who may be taken
prisoner will not be afforded the protections of
the Geneva Convention for prisoners of war;
they will not even have the legal status and
guarantees of POW’s.

Lastly, does anyone really believe that this
mission will last only 1 year? Timetables on
many international agreements in recent years
have been much too ambitious, and inevitably
have been revised and extended. I have seri-
ous doubts that this agreement, as conten-
tious and entailed as it is, can meet its time-
table.

Last month, I voted for legislation in the
House forbidding the use of appropriated
funds for the President’s proposed Bosnia
peacekeeping mission unless he requested a
specific authorization of appropriations for the
mission. I believe that the Commander-in-
Chief, although not constitutionally required to
do so in all cases, should always come to
Congress for approval of the deployment of
U.S. troops in area of conflict. However, I will
not vote to cut off funding for our service men
and women when they have already been de-
ployed; I will give our troops as much support
as they need to carry out their mission to the
best of their ability. I oppose H.R. 2770; I sup-
port the Buyer resolution.

Mr. EWING of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of the bills in opposition to
President Clinton’s misguided Bosnia policies.
I support these bills because I support the
men and women troops being asked by Presi-
dent Clinton to put their lives at risk.

The President believes he may conduct this
policy without the approval of Congress. How-
ever, Congress does have a responsibility to
address this issue, particularly when Congress
is expected to provide the funding for this en-
deavor. This House has already voted twice
advising the President not to send ground
troops into Bosnia, but he has ignored that ad-
vice. I see no reason why we should now give
him our consent.
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The President has failed to explain to the

American people clearly what our goals and
objectives are in Bosnia or what national secu-
rity issues are at stake there. He simply offers
vague statements about securing peace. We
are all deeply concerned about the terrible
ethnic warfare occurring in Bosnia, but we
cannot send American troops into a deadly sit-
uation without a clearly defined military mis-
sion, a firm timetable for their commitment,
and a plan for getting them out. Furthermore,
the President has failed to tell us how much
this endeavor will cost the American tax-
payers.

I commend the various parties involved in
the civil war for finally reaching a peace
agreement recently, at least on paper. How-
ever, the long history of violence in Bosnia
demonstrates that this agreement could easily
fall apart. If it does, this time thousands of
American troops will be in the firing line.

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, the
American people are strongly opposed to the
President’s policy. In my own congressional
district, constituent phone calls to my offices
have been more than 5 to 1 against sending
ground troops into Bosnia. We should have
learned from the Vietnam war that a success-
ful military mission requires strong support
from the American people.

Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, there is not a
Member of this House that does not hope the
Dayton peace agreement ends the bloodshed
in Bosnia and Hercegovina. Three-and-a-half
years of war and destruction must end, so that
thousands more innocent lives are spared.

However, I do not believe that the United
States must or should send ground troops to
continue to be a leader in implementing this
agreement. Thus far, we have provided essen-
tial air, naval, and logistic support activities to
our NATO allies. We could continue to operate
in this capacity in order to make sure the
peace is kept.

Only a few months ago, we led the NATO
air strikes against the Bosnian Serbs. How
can our troops now be seen as neutral peace-
keepers? Being viewed as partisans is a major
threat to their safety, and already there is dis-
sension among the parties to the peace
agreement.

The first bill considered today, offered by
Mr. DORNAN, expresses the position I have
held on this issue from the beginning. This is
the view that hundreds of my constituents
have voiced, as well. They believe that there
is no compelling argument for sending ground
troops. This conflict is replete with many eth-
nic and historical issues which will not be re-
solved by deploying our service members.

As a Member of Congress, I could never
turn my back on the men and women who so
bravely serve our country. Preceding the gulf
war, I voted against similar resolutions to send
in American troops. After they were sent, how-
ever, they needed and deserved the support
of Congress. That is why the resolutions of-
fered by Messrs. SKELTON and HAMILTON will
also receive my vote today. We have a re-
sponsibility to give these brave and dedicated
men and women our unqualified backing in
their mission and these two resolutions ac-
complish that purpose.

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, already patriotic
American young men and women are in the
former Yugoslavia preparing for the arrival of
thousands of troops to help implement the re-
cent peace agreement. President Clinton,

without the support of the American people or
the Congress, has exercised his Presidential
authority to send troops into action without the
consent of Congress.

Republicans don’t question the President’s
authority as Commander-in-Chief to send Unit-
ed States troops to Bosnia. We do question
his judgment.

I believe the President has made a grave
mistake. He has put Americans in danger
without clearly articulating what national secu-
rity interest requiring the use of United States
forces is at stake in Bosnia. The President’s
promise to send some 20,000 United States
ground forces into war-torn Bosnia was made
in an off-hand remark more than 2 years ago.
It became a commitment in search of a mis-
sion.

President Clinton made the promise without
seeking the support of the American people.
As a result, both the American public and the
Congress have been shut out of the process
that now involves sending American men and
women into a very dangerous situation. This
fact is highlighted by numerous polls indicating
that close to 60 percent of Americans continue
to disapprove of the Clinton plan.

There is no doubt that Republicans will un-
conditionally support our troops now and
throughout the entire time they are deployed.
We will make sure they are properly armed
and have every resource available so they can
adequately defend themselves.

However, the President needs to under-
stand that he has not successfully made his
case, as is demonstrated by the fact that the
House has voted three times in opposition to
his policy. Unfortunately, the President has
chosen to ignore our counsel. Today will mark
the House’s final attempt prior to the signing
of the peace agreement in Paris to express to
the President the will of the American people
with regard to sending our young Americans
to Bosnia.

Mr. President, please take heed this time.
Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, we must

support our troops. We cannot fail to support
our troops. If we cut off funds to our troops we
are failing to support them.

We must also support the President. He has
created an environment for peace through the
Dayton Agreement that hasn’t been seen for 4
years in Bosnia. Four years of relentless kill-
ing; 4 years of non-stop ethnic cleansing; 4
years of unspeakable horror.

Every soldier knows that his chain of com-
mand is vital to his well being. The President
is the Commander in Chief. Therefore the well
being of our troops depends on support for the
President.

The leaders of the warring sides have
agreed to a peace. NATO is the only body
that can enforce that peace. America is
NATO’s leader. Without NATO, the peace plan
for Bosnia will collapse. NATO may collapse if
the United States fails to lead in Bosnia. Tur-
key and Greece, both strong members of
NATO, have conflicting sympathies in Bosnia.
If the United States fails to act in Bosnia the
war there may reignite, and it may drag mem-
bers of NATO into it on opposing sides. With-
out American leadership, the peace agree-
ment can not survive.

The opportunity for peace is at hand. We
need to act now. We need to support the
President’s initiative for peace.

The Dayton Peace Agreement settles the
territorial issues that caused the war. The

Dayton Peace Agreement commits all parties
to the conflict to cooperate with the investiga-
tion and prosecution of war criminals.

If we fail to act now to enforce the peace,
we may later find ourselves with no choice but
to once again become involved in a broader
European war. The Balkans have been an his-
torically volatile place. We are presented with
an historic opportunity to contain that volatility.

The peace agreement is now larger than
Bosnia. It is about America’s leadership in the
world. It is about America keeping its word. If
America fails to lead a peace plan brokered in
the heartland of America, America’s credibility
around the world is irreparably damaged.
North Korea, Iraq, and other countries that
have aggressive intentions will no longer take
America at its word. Failing to act in Bosnia
opens a Pandora’s box of worldwide troubles.
American is only as good as her word. We
must remain reliable in order to be taken seri-
ously by every country with whom we conduct
foreign policy, and that is every country in the
world.

Do not vote to cut America’s soldiers off.
Support the troops. Support the soldiers. Sup-
port the President. Support America’s leader-
ship role in the world. Support the peace.

MR. SCHAEFER. Mr. Speaker, as President
Clinton Boards Air Force One for Paris to sign
the Bosnian Peach accords, 20,000 American
troops prepare to embark on a trip to Bosnia.
They will spend the holidays in a strange and
hostile land. Though I Know they will serve
with distinction and honor, I cannot support
President Clinton’s unilateral decision to de-
ploy these young men and women without first
seeking approval from Congress.

President Clinton is sending our troops to
Bosnia to enforce an agreement that many
Bosnians themselves reject. Look at a map
and see how difficult it will be to police an ef-
fective peace. There are pockets of Croat-con-
trolled areas, there are pockets of Moslem-
controlled areas and there are Serb-Controlled
areas forming a virtual horseshoe around half
of Bosnia. It would be necessary to deploy
hundreds of thousands of troops throughout
these various area for many, many years—
perhaps decades, in order to effectively sepa-
rate and pacify these warring factions. Presi-
dent Clinton’s politically inspired withdrawal
deadline of 1 year almost seems to ensure
that in the long-term, open hostilities will re-
sume once foreign troops are removed.

Now I do not pretend to have the key to
peace in Bosnia, nor do I wish the suffering to
continue. That is why I salute President Clin-
ton’s attempts to mediate a peace accord.
However, I regret that he was unable to
Broker a peace treaty that would essentially
be self-enforcing—one which would give all
Bosnians incentives to uphold its terms and
conditions without the necessity of massive
foreign troop involvement. If most Bosnians
are not convinced that peace is in their best
interest, then I fear that the Dayton peace ac-
cords will be short-lived. And our troops will be
at risk from the day they arrive in Bosnia.

I would like to remind President Clinton and
my friends who support his unilateral troop de-
ployment that Congress has spoken twice in
recent months on this issue with a clear voice:
On October 20, by a vote of 315–103, the
House voted for the nonbinding Buyer-McHale
resolution opposing deployment of United
States troops to Bosnia. On November 17,
less than a month ago, the House once again
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spoke on this issue, voting 241–171 for Mr.
HEFLEY’S binding resolution stating that no
money is to be spent on deployment to
Bonsnia unless it is specifically authorized by
Congress.

In recent polls the American people have
spoken on Bosnia. In a ‘‘CBS News poll’’ on
November 27, 58 percent of Americans said
they were opposed to sending United States
troops to Bosnia as part of an international
peacekeeping force.

My constituents have spoken on Bosnia. As
of December 8, my office has received 603
letters and phone calls opposing United States
involvement in Bosnia. How many have called
or written in favor of deployment? All of 18.

Mr. Speaker, I cannot in good conscience
support the President’s troop deployment to
Bosnia which might result in the loss of Amer-
ican lives in an ill-defined and dangerous at-
tempt at nation-building.

As our failed intervention in Somalia dem-
onstrated, American troops cannot force
peace and good-neighborliness on a reluctant
local population.

Mr. BUNNING. Mr. Speaker, once again the
House is going to express the will of the
American people regarding the Clinton policy
in Bosnia. The American people do not want
our troops to go to Bosnia.

Mr. Clinton and his followers have never
made the case that this country’s vital inter-
ests are at stake in Bosnia. That is why this
House has repeatedly voted to oppose the de-
ployment of U.S. forces there.

There is simply no compelling reason for
one drop of American blood to be shed in that
troubled country. Contrary to Mr. Clinton’s
contention that this is a NATO matter, there is
no threat to NATO from Bosnia.

NATO is a mutual defense pact. The mem-
bers of NATO are pledged to treat an invasion
or attack on one of the members as an attack
on all. There is not threat of an invasion of
any NATO country by Bosnia. Bosnia is not
going to invade Canada or Germany or Eng-
land.

What is happening in Bosnia is a civil war.
It has been a horrible bloody affair with thou-
sands of innocent people killed or hurt. But, it
makes no sense to inject U.S. forces into that
situation when we do not have any vital inter-
est at stake.

In my book, the injury or death of even one
American soldier is not acceptable if there is
no threat to the security of the United States.
Clearly, there is no such threat in the case of
the civil war in Bosnia.

I feel for the people of Bosnia and I hate the
fact that they have been suffering during this
war. It has been brutal. But, there are brutal
civil wars going on in several countries and we
are not contemplating putting our military per-
sonnel into those fights; we should not.

There is no more moral imperative to inter-
vene in Bosnia than there is for United States
intervention in Sri Lanka or Sudan. It is hor-
rible that there is evil in the world and that
men do wretched things to one another. But,
it is not the job of the U.S. military to act as
the world’s security guard.

Our military exists to protect our national se-
curity, not for enforcing other people’s peace
treaties.

History is not on the side of those who, in
my estimation, naively believe that we can
solve the Bosnians’ problems for them. The
ethnic, religious, and territorial rivalries among

the Serbs, Croats, and Moslems are many
centuries old.

The battles that the Bosnians are fighting
today have their roots in the atrocities commit-
ted over the centuries. Bosnia has been con-
quered, controlled, traded, and oppressed by
the various empires, kingdoms, and dictator-
ships that have ruled the region.

We cannot change their history and we can-
not assuage their mutual grievances. The
peace that was brokered in Dayton, OH, may
make us feel good about ourselves but it is a
paper peace and our soldiers will be shot at
with real bullets.

We have all seen the old films of British
Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain coming
down the steps of the airplane waiving the
peace treaty with Hitler and boldly proclaiming
peace in our time. Let’s not repeat that mis-
take.

We intervened in the civil war in Vietnam.
Let’s not forget the lesson we learned from
that. Congress should not give a blank check
for the use of our forces to a President who
has not spelled out exactly why they should
be sent and what they are to accomplish and
how we are to get them out.

The policy is wrong. The American people
do not want it. This House has repeatedly re-
jected it; but, Mr. Clinton has ignored us.

I urge my friends and colleagues to vote to
support the troops and to oppose the Clinton
intervention policy.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BUNNING of Kentucky). All time for de-
bate pursuant to the first section of
House Resolution 304 has expired.

Pursuant to section 2 of House Reso-
lution 304, it is now in order to con-
sider the bill, H.R. 2770.

PROHIBITION OF FUNDS FOR DEPLOYMENT OF
ARMED FORCES IN BOSNIA

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Resolution 304, I call up the
bill (H.R. 2770) to prohibit Federal
funds from being used for the deploy-
ment on the ground of United States
Armed Forces in the Republic of
Bosnia and Herzegovina as part of any
peacekeeping operation, or as part of
any implementation force, and ask for
its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2770
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR

DEPLOYMENT ON THE GROUND OF
UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES IN
THE REPUBLIC OF BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA AS PART OF ANY
PEACEKEEPING OPERATION OR IM-
PLEMENTATION FORCE.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, no Federal funds shall be appropriated
or otherwise available for the deployment on
the ground of United States Armed Forces in
the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina as
part of any peacekeeping operation, or as
part of any implementation force.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 2 of House Resolution
304, the gentleman from California [Mr.
DORNAN] will be recognized for 30 min-
utes and a Member opposed, the gen-
tleman from Indiana [Mr. HAMILTON],
will be recognized for 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California [Mr. DORNAN].

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, those Members that
were on the floor and missed the
evening ABC news tonight missed some
very graphic videotape from Tuzla.

The airport at Sarajevo has been
closed all day today and the better part
of yesterday. No C–5’s or C–141’s, our
biggest transport airplanes, will go
into either the Tuzla airport or to Sa-
rajevo. It is going to be all tough C–130
Hercs or the C–17 at some point in the
future when the runways are perfected.

Tuzla has 21⁄2 feet of snow, it is snow-
ing at this moment, it is going to snow
all night. There is a frontal system
throughout the whole Balkan area. The
mountains, where the mines are, are
all in dense fog. The winds are 25 knots
gusting to 35 causing snow drifts, and
they expect 28 degrees at the city lev-
els, much less up in the hills, and the 2
foot of snow will stay for weeks if not
months to come, and more will be
added to it.

I wish someone in this Chamber
could explain to me why this oper-
ation, Task Force Eagle, could not
have been implemented the day after
Christmas. Why do we take all these
families, including mothers, away from
their kids and their mates in Germany
and a lot of reserve units having their
civilian employment interrupted to go
over there, 12 days before Christmas?

I am going to vote, of course, for the
amendment of the gentleman from In-
diana [Mr. BUYER] and the gentleman
from Missouri [Mr. SKELTON]. IKE has
two sons on active duty. I have two
Dornan nephews, a lieutenant in the
Air Force and a lieutenant commander
in the Navy who has 35 some missions
in the gulf war.

They tell me privately, all the mili-
tary people I meet with, that this is a
terrible way to put men and women in
harm’s way, but once they get the call,
they are ready to try and do their best.

This is going to come back to haunt
a lot of Members, their Dornan vote to-
night. December 13, 1995 is going to
come back to haunt people, Mr. Speak-
er.

When a Gold Star mother comes to a
Member in this House and says that
you do everything to keep Americans
from going back to Europe after 50
years of keeping their peace and two
bloody wars, and the Pope did not tell
anybody to put American ground
troops in there so that this century
would not end in Sarajevo the way it
began in 1914.

The factor of supporting the troops is
a given in this House. I do not know
anybody in this House, the most liberal
Member, the most conservative, I do
not know anybody at this point after
Desert Storm and what we did to our
forces in Vietnam and tragedies like
Beirut and the fact that thousands of
young men and women die every year
in training, I do not know anybody in
this Chamber who does not truly have
intense, deep affection for our troops.

But many Members have not met
Herb Shugart, the father of one of our
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two last Medal of Honor winners from
the streets of Mogadishu. He would not
shake Clinton’s hand.

Herb Shugart told me the whole
story. He said, ‘‘Mr. President, why do
you fly a warlord Aideed on our air-
planes with Marine guard? You
wouldn’t ask my son’s Army to guard
him just days after he had killed 19 of
our men. Why did you fly him to Addis
Ababa?’’

Clinton said to him, ‘‘It was a good
military operation, Mr. Shugart. You
son did not die in vain.’’

He said, ‘‘How would you know what
a good military operation was?’’

It went on from there, and finally he
said, ‘‘I have nothing more to say to
you.’’

The press, some of the press, most of
the press, suppressed that story. I do
not think there are five Members in
this Chamber that know that our two
Medal of Honor winners, Gary Gordon,
buried in Lincoln, ME, and Randy
Shugart, buried in Carlisle, PA, were
not just dragged through the streets
before our eyes but their bodies were
horribly mutilated and then burned
and then dumped on the steps of the
U.N. every 2 days.

And then I am told by nice men like
Christopher and Perry and
Shalikashvili that, ‘‘Well, we’ve
learned our lessons from Somalia.’’
Learned our lessons from Somalia? Did
we not learn anything from Reagan’s
mistake in Beirut? Did we not learn
anything from Vietnam? Did we not
learn anything from the cold in Korea?
Ask CHARLIE RANGEL about trying to
concentrate to fight when you are
freezing to death.

No, we did not have to rush in to res-
cue our European NATO friends when
we are doing over 90 percent of the air-
lift, 90 percent of the sea lift, 90 per-
cent of the sea power in the Adriatic.
More like 95. The air strikes were 95
percent ours in August and September.
Ninety percent of the food, the logis-
tics, 100 percent of the hospital at Za-
greb in Croatia. And when it comes to
intelligence, it is all ours, from the un-
manned aerial vehicles to the super ar-
chitecture of our big satellites. Is that
not a Treasury commitment of the
American people?

I am not an isolationist, far from it.
I went up to Walter Reed Hospital and
met all the wounded men up there.
Chris Reed was trying to rescue the
bodies, not the men, the bodies of a
helicopter that went down September
25, 1993, days before the horrible fire-
fight, and he lost his arm and his leg.
His fiancee married him anyway—beau-
tiful ceremony up at Walter Reed. I
flew over 200 flags on the roof of this
Capitol with my 5 oldest grandchildren.
I sent little Medals of Honor to the par-
ents of Shurgart and Gordon because
the Army had forgotten that parents
raise the young heroes. The wives get
the Medals of Honor posthumously.

This is a Gold mother, a Gold mother
vote tonight. It is a widow vote. It is a
vote to tell a couple of young kids and

a handsome young father why their
mother was hit by a sniper in Tuzla or
some area in those hills.

I wish all Members could get the in-
telligence briefing I had today. By the
way, you can. Every one of us has a top
secret briefing. Go get the briefing that
I got today on who are our friends
there and who are not our friends. The
war criminals are on their best behav-
ior, the victims are furious that they
lost 49 percent of their country, and
the older politicians who cut the best
deal they could to have their nation
partitioned in half, and we are going to
enforce the partition, they cannot sell
their younger people on the anger that
they have lost what they wanted, not
to be a multicultural state but an Is-
lamic state.

The intensity of the hatred with
some of these folks reminds you of the
8, 14-way split in Afghanistan, reminds
you of the worst of Lebanon, the worst
of Vietnam.

I am going to vote against Mr. HAM-
ILTON’s amendment, because I think it
is naive and a fig leaf and it acts like
all 20,000 troops are in there. The news
tonight said, I stand corrected, it is not
97, it is about 150 people are on the
ground. Period. Nobody is getting in
tonight.

Mr. Speaker, I am going to call this
the Dornan-Scarborough—because he
has led my freshman—Freshmen
amendment, ‘‘freshmen’’ for the
baker’s dozen, the 13 of you over there,
because I predict, without any fear of
being wrong, that some seats are going
to be lost in November based on how
people vote here.

I want everybody to realize that we
are a pretty elite group here now. Al-
most all of our kids go to college. This
blue collar warfare that we started,
putting our men and women in harm’s
way, started in Korea and it was per-
fected in Vietnam.

I am going to give some time to the
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. TRAFICANT]
to speak out for the families who have
their sons and daughters wear our uni-
forms as police, fire people, deputy
sheriffs, and in all of our services. Then
I am going to give 1 minute to as many
freshmen as I can who were on the trip
this weekend, last weekend, or the
weekend before who have a totally dif-
ferent opinion than some of the people
who have already spoken.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
distinguished gentlewoman from Ohio
[Ms. KAPTUR].

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me the
time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
Dornan resolution as the only crystal-
clear vote this House will cast on this
precedent-setting U.S. military in-
volvement of our ground forces in an
unstable former Soviet bloc nation.

I rise in support of the Dornan resolution as
the only crystal clear vote this House will cast

on this precedent-setting U.S. military involve-
ment of our ground forces in an unstable
former Soviet bloc nation. The most assured
way of maintaining our troops’ safety is not
sending them there in the first place.

Moreover, there is no possibility that the
age-old hatreds that have fueled the killings
and plunder in the former Yugoslavia will be
calmed in one year. Reestablishing civility in
that region will require years of dedicated
commitment, and the resources to back it up.
Other instabilities in that corner of the globe
are likely to bubble up in years ahead. Unless
Europe, now rebuilt 50 years after World War
II, seizes its proper leadership role, the United
States cannot keep filling the vacuum. The ini-
tial cost of U.S. ground force involvement is
projected at $2.6 billion including an initial
$600 million for rebuilding roads, bridges and
infrastructure. The cost in American lives to-
night is uncertain. This operation is high risk
and its ultimate resolution unclear. Thus, be-
fore committing U.S. forces, it is critical to ask
the Clinton Administration:

Under what Constitutional authority is your
Administration committing 20,000 U.S. ground
forces to Bosnia and thousands more to adja-
cent nations?

Under what specific treaty obligation and
amended obligations is your Administration
committing U.S. ground forces to Bosnia?

Please define peace-keeping.
Please outline the mission in Bosnia and

when our nation will know it has succeeded
and thus withdraw.

Please define peace-making.
In the past, when, where and through what

legal or treaty authority has the U.S. deployed
ground forces through NATO, or other Euro-
pean Security institutions for ‘‘peace-keeping’’
operations in the former Soviet bloc?

Since the administration’s Bosnia initiative is
precedent-setting—U.S. ground forces in a
former, unstable Soviet nation—on what basis
will our forces be committed to other internal
civil wars in the future? What will be the U.S.
military ‘‘peacekeeping’’ relationship to the
United Nations, NATO and other such inter-
national entities in the future?

Has the Conference on Security and Co-
operation in Europe formally requested NATO
assistance in Bosnia? Please provide the doc-
ument requesting such involvement.

What is the role of the Western European
Union, if any, in the Bosnia deployment?

Is Eurocorps functional and what force level
has it committed to Bosnia?

Describe the Bosnian Commission that is to
settle property disputes and its legal structure.
Is it operational? If not, when will it become
functional?

How does the United States role in Bosnia
differ from our role in Lebanon?

Do the three parties to the peace accord—
Presidents Milosevic, Izetbegovic, Tudjamn—
represent legitimate authority for their respec-
tive constituencies? Through what legal proc-
ess was each elected to preside over those
countries? Please detail the nature of their re-
spective elections.

Finally, why in this post Cold War era—
when the U.S. citizenry has been clamoring
for more defense-burden sharing by U.S. al-
lies—has the U.S. again been asked to as-
sume the central role in resolving this situa-
tion, even convening the peace talks in Day-
ton, OH, rather than on the European con-
tinent.
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This matter is a defining moment in U.S. for-

eign policy in that the U.S. is being asked to
substitute for European resolve.

In the NATO nations of Europe we have
thousands of European trained, deployable
troops that could be dispatched immediately to
the Bosnia region in the event a final peace
accord is signed in Paris.

Let me read to you the countries and the
number of their combat ready troops:
Belgium ............................................. 63,000
Denmark ............................................ 27,000
France ............................................... 409,000
Germany ............................................ 367,300
Greece ................................................ 159,300
Italy ................................................... 322,300
Luxembourg ....................................... 800
Netherlands ....................................... 70,900
Norway .............................................. 33,500
Portugal ............................................ 50,700
Spain ................................................. 206,500
Turkey ............................................... 503,800
United Kingdom ................................. 254,300

Total ...............................................2,468,400
The Administration states that Europe, since

1914, has been unable to effectively maintain
the peace and there was no other recourse
but for the U.S. to assume the lead in bringing
the warring factions to peaceful resolution. We
are urged not to become ‘‘isolationist’’.

The truth is the long-term prospects for
peace in this troubled region are slim. Once
the NATO troops withdraw, it will require 50
years of cooling off between warring factions
and maintenance of borders by external forces
to give peace a chance, not a one-year quick
fix. And who will commit to that? Who will pay
for it?

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
3 minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from California [Mr. FAZIO].

Mr. FAZIO of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in strong opposition to the
Dornan resolution. At a time when U.S.
troops are in the field, right at this
very moment, the Dornan resolution
would deny American troops the re-
sources they need to carry out their
mission.

This is a naked political ploy that,
despite all the rhetoric, pulls the rug
right out from under the feet of the
very troops that most if not all the
Members in this body want to support.
You cannot have it both ways.

The gentleman from California [Mr.
DORNAN] says there are now 150 troops
on the ground. If this bill were to reach
the President over the next several
days, there would be at least 2,000
troops on the ground before it would be
presented to him.

At a time when we already have a
significant number of people there;
what kind of message does this send,
when Members of this Congress act to
strip American troops of the resources
they need? Could we even evacuate the
area of those who have already arrived
and will over the next several days be
arriving?
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I do not believe this bill would per-
mit it. The Dornan resolution rep-
resents, I believe, a direct assault on
every U.S. soldier on the ground in
Bosnia and those who will soon be
there. This resolution essentially could

take the weapons out of the hands of
the troops and put, unfortunately, and
maybe unintentionally, our men and
women directly in harm’s way.

I think we should stop playing poli-
tics with the lives of the young men
and women who are there. If we really
support our troops, there are opportu-
nities ahead to vote for that. There is
no question that this bill is not nec-
essary and, in fact, could do a lot of
damage. I think it is the height of irre-
sponsibility, and I personally believe
this resolution is far too far to the ex-
treme. I believe it is really an attempt
to embarrass this President.

But, more importantly, to those of us
who will be voting here shortly, I be-
lieve it will, in the long run, embarrass
those of us who choose to vote for it. I
do not intend to be one of them. I
think there are other alternatives
available to us this evening, whether
you are for or against this effort in
Bosnia, that have a more effective and
less destructive way of expressing the
opinion of this Congress.

I wish this resolution had not been
presented, but I think those of us who
have the courage to stand with our
troops need to oppose it.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 30 seconds to remind the gen-
tleman who just spoke that there will
be a lot of conscience voting on the
other side. I respect that. But I believe
all of the leadership over there, includ-
ing you, voted against Desert Storm
and voted against our troops. So let us
not inject politics and hypocrisy here.
Let us all speak with our brains and
our hearts and respect one another.

I looked up how you voted.
Mr. Speaker, I yield 31⁄2 minutes to

the gentleman from Florida [Mr.
SCARBOROUGH].

Mr. SCARBOROUGH. Mr. Speaker, I
must tell you I am highly offended that
the Member from California would call
this a naked political ploy, when we in
Congress are simply doing what is our
constitutional right to do, questioning
whether we send young Americans to
die in the snows of Bosnia.

I sit on the Committee on National
Security; make no mistake of it, every
single person that has testified in front
of the Committee on National Security
has said young Americans will die in
that battle. We have that right to ask
the question.

How many times have we heard since
the end of the Vietnam war, ‘‘Why
didn’t our leaders step forward earlier
and stop it?’’ The troops are not in at
such a degree that we cannot get them
out. We have more Americans in
Central America fighting the drug war
right now than we have over in Bosnia.
We have a right, and for those who say
how dare we do it now, these are the
same people that were telling us during
the Dayton peace talks that we had no
right to do it; then that we had to wait
until after the Dayton peace talks.
Now they are telling us we as Congress
do not have the right to do it now.

Let me tell you, if not now, when?
And if we do not have the right to do

it, then who has the right to stand up
and ask the President why he is send-
ing Americans to die in a conflict that
his own Secretary of Defense says does
not pose a vital threat to America?

The Constitution is clear. James
Madison, one of the three drafters of
the Constitution, said that the Con-
stitution supposes, with the history of
Governments to declare, that the exec-
utive branch of power is the most in-
terested in war and the most prone to
it. It has, accordingly, with studied
care, vested the power of war in the
legislature. That was from James
Madison to Thomas Jefferson.

I want the Member from California, I
want those who vote against the only
true bill that can do something to stop
the bloodshed now, to tell me during
this debate what will they tell the par-
ents of those children who die in
Bosnia? What is the reason that we
have sent them over there to die? Tell
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr.
BUNNING], what is the vital American
interest in sending his son over to die?

These troops are not cowards. People
from my district have been over there
for months flying missions. We are not
isolationists. But tell us the vital
American interest that is worth the
death of Americans. And make no mis-
take of it, the President will tell you,
the Vice President said it today, as
many as 50 Americans will die over
there.

So when you vote against Dorman,
you are voting to wash your hands of
this issue, and if you are comfortable
with that, if you feel there is a compel-
ling vital American interest, if you
truly believe in your heart that a 500-
year-old civil war with no vital Amer-
ican interest, according to our own
Secretary of Defense, is worth spilling
American blood, that is fine. But con-
vince me, because nobody in the ad-
ministration has convinced me or 75
percent of Americans that we have a
vital American interest over there.

I certainly respect those who will
vote against the Dornan amendment. I
know this is a highly emotional issue.
Nobody has made a case yet that it is
worth spilling American blood.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
3 minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from New York [Mr. HINCHEY].

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, for the
last 4 years a horrible war has been
ranging in the former Yugoslavia. It is
a war that, with each passing day
threatens to become wider and more
dangerous, not just for the people in
that country but for other countries in
the surrounding region and for the
world itself.

Already that war has claimed several
hundred thousand lives. There are 2
million refugees in country and an-
other 800,000 refugees outside of coun-
try.
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On the Serbian side, there are al-

ready volunteers, including high-rank-
ing officers, serving with the Serbians
from former Soviet-bloc countries. On
the Bosnian side, there have been vol-
unteers from other countries, particu-
larly in the Middle East. The war is be-
coming more dangerous, more com-
plicated and more involved all the
time.

A month ago our President invited
the leaders of those three countries to
come to this country. They sat down in
Dayton, and after 3 weeks they signed
a peace agreement. The fighting has
stopped. Now they ask us to come and
stand between them to make sure that
the fighting continues to stop while
they have an opportunity to rebuild
their countries and settle their dif-
ferences peaceably among themselves.
They need NATO.

They said to us, and I was in Bosnia
as others of us have been over the last
weekend, they told us directly,

No one can ensure that this happens, that
this peace continues, other than NATO, and
there is no one that can lead NATO except
for the United States. We need the United
States. We trust the United States. We re-
spect the United States. We want you to
come here and make sure that this peace
continues.

Our troops are on their way. They are
already now on trains heading for the
staging area in lower Hungary. Hun-
dreds of them are on the ground in
Tuzla.

This resolution cuts off all funding
for American troops in the field. I met
with those troops in Frankfurt just
yesterday, had lunch with them in the
mess hall. What they said to us, from
officers down to privates, the two pri-
vates that I sat next to in that lunch
hall, was this:

We need the support of the American peo-
ple. We are going for this mission. We under-
stand it is dangerous. We are prepared for it.
Our morale is high. We can do the job, but,
don’t deprive us, don’t deprive us of the
means to achieve the objectives that you
have set forth for us.

That is what this bill does. Unfortu-
nately, it deprives them precisely and
specifically of the means to carry out
the mission that they have been sent
there to accomplish. It would cut off
all of their funding. Let us not do that
to them.

We are sending them there on a mis-
sion that is dangerous and important
for our country, for the NATO coun-
tries, and for the rest of the world to
keep peace.

More than 60 years ago, a kind of eth-
nic cleansing swept through Europe.
We did not step in in time. Let us not
make that mistake again. We are there
to maintain this peace. Let us not cut
off the funds for the troops who are
there to do the job.

Vote ‘‘no’’ on Dornan.
Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield

3 minutes to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania [Mr. FOGLIETTA].

Mr. FOGLIETTA. Mr. Speaker, the
holiday season is a time for us to count
our blessings, and it was in this spirit

that I came before the House last week
to urge my colleagues to reflect upon
the efforts of the peacemakers. I felt
that the words found in the Bible ex-
pressed it best, ‘‘Blessed are the peace-
makers.’’

After 3 years of starvation, mass exe-
cutions, sniper fire, indiscriminate
shelling and rape, the children of Sara-
jevo are ready to enjoy their first
Christmas free of fear and violence. For
the first time in years, families have
an opportunity to share the holidays
together without worrying that a fa-
ther or a son will be dragged off in the
dead of night never to be seen again.

In large part, our Nation, our Presi-
dent, its leaders, its diplomats, its men
and women in uniform and its people
are responsible for this state of affairs.

While I strongly support the humani-
tarian goals of this mission, I also sup-
port this mission because it is in our
national interest. Is not preservation
of the North Atlantic Alliance, which
has kept the peace in Europe for over
40 years, important to America’s na-
tional security? Is not keeping the war
in the Balkans from spreading to en-
gulf our important allies, Turkey and
Greece, important to America’s na-
tional security? The answer is ‘‘yes.’’

It is also a national interest to pro-
tect the constitutional powers, not just
of this President but of future Presi-
dents.

After 3 years, our President and our
European allies have finally pulled the
warring parties in Bosnia off the bat-
tlefield and to the negotiating table to
end the bloodshed and death which has
claimed the lives of so many innocent
women and children.

Mr. Speaker, let us be messengers of
peace and goodwill and support. Let us
support our troops, America’s national
interests, our President, and the peace-
makers. Let us support the Hamilton
amendment.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Ohio
[Mr. TRAFICANT].

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker,
blessed are the peacemakers. Peace-
makers? Maybe targets.

There is only one vote on the House
floor tonight; I am going to vote for
Mr. HAMILTON’s, but I am going to vote
for Mr. SKELTON’s and Mr. BUYER’s.

They are after-the fact, nonbinding
votes. They mean nothing. Yes, there
may be 2,000 troops in Bosnia before
the Dornan amendment may pass. I do
not think it will pass. But if it did, the
President would veto it, and we could
not override the veto.

Because, Congress, we know our his-
tory in Vietnam. What was the sense to
it? What was the binding vote that de-
clared war in Southeast Asia? There
was none.

Congress does not govern anymore. I
hear all of this superpower business.
We are not the only power. Europe is
not exactly a Third World military
pushover, folks.

I want you to just think of this,
while our young men and women, while
there is no security national security
threat in Bosnia, No. 1, and our experts
tell us Europe has enough military per-
sonnel and money to provide the peace,
while our personnel, ground troops, are
over in Bosnia, French soldiers will be
visiting Disneyland.

This is ridiculous. I keep hearing
about NATO. NATO was designed and,
in fact, created to prevent a Soviet in-
vasion. It is time for Congress to re-
align NATO. Let the Europeans put up
the big money. Let the Europeans put
up the military. Let us support them.

My God, this is contained, and if we
needed to send troops, if it would be ex-
ported out of Bosnia, we could send
ground troops.

This is the only vote you have. These
other votes have absolutely no mean-
ing. I am going to vote for them, but
you have just given the authority to
declare war to one person, the Presi-
dent. I do not want to hurt the Presi-
dent. But it is not the President’s au-
thority to do this. By God, if we do not
challenge it over Bosnia, we will con-
tinue to look in our history, at Viet-
nam, Bosnia, Beirut, Lebanon, Soma-
lia. What is next here?

Wise up, Congress.
Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield

4 minutes to the gentleman from Geor-
gia [Mr. LEWIS], the distinguished dep-
uty whip.
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Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,

I urge may colleagues to support the
peace agreement between the warring
parties of Bosnia. Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they shall be called
the children of God.

This was not an easy decision for the
President. This is not an easy vote for
any of us. It is not popular, and it is
not easy. But we are leaders. We are
not called to do what is popular, to put
our fingers to the wind is blowing. Our
mission, our responsibility is to do
what is right.

For 3 years, we have heard the cries
of anguish from the people of Bosnia.
We have been deeply troubled by the
accounts of rape, torture, and murder.
We wanted to help stop the violence,
stop the fighting. But we did not want
to get involved in a war that seemed to
have no end.

But now—finally—we have an oppor-
tunity to support peace. This mission
is not for war. It is not Vietnam. It is
a mission to uphold the peace.

Only yesterday, the Prime Minister
of Israel thanked America for leading
the way. For fighting fascism and
championing democracy. He urged us
to continue our leadership, not just in
the Middle East, but elsewhere, in
places where our leadership—American
leadership—can make a difference.
America has always stood for peace
and freedom because it is right.

If we fail to act, we lose our moral
compass. We lose our sense of purpose,
our sense of direction as a great na-
tion.
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We now live in a global village. What

happens in Bosnia affects people in
Boston, in Chicago, in Detroit and in
Atlanta.

But I believe—I truly believe—we
cannot, we must not stand idly by. To
do so would undermine our position in
NATO and throughout the world. Our
involvement can make the difference
between war and peace, between death
and life.

How in God’s name can we stand by?
We have seen the ethnic cleansing, the
slaughter of young children, and the
rape of women. More than 250,000 peo-
ple have lost their lives. More than 2
million people have been uprooted and
made refugees.

If we fail to respond to the Macedo-
nian call—to lend a helping hand for
those in trouble—then the cycle of vio-
lence will continue.

At long last, we can make a dif-
ference—to give peace a chance. I plead
with you my colleagues—stand with us.
Stand with our troops. Stand up for
what is right and just. Support our
mission for peace. Oppose this amend-
ment, support Hamilton.

Blessed are the peacemakers, Mr.
Speaker, for they shall be called the
children of God.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, since
communism killed more people in
Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam than the
entire population of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Texas, Mr. SAM JOHN-
SON.

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, this is not about peace and
war; it is about war. That is what is
going on over there, and they are not
going to stop fighting just because we
go in there.

I wholeheartedly support withholding
funds from President Clinton’s Bosnia
mission. Although it is a drastic step
and ties the President’s hands, I do not
feel like we have any other choice. The
President has tied our hands, gone
against the wishes of the American
people, and this is the last best way I
know how to show my respect for our
American servicemen and women. They
are helpless, following orders. But we,
we are in a position to stop this ter-
rible mistake before it happens.

I know how those soldiers are feeling.
I was in the military for 29 years, and
I recognize that we used to say ‘‘Let’s
go to war. Let’s go fight that war, it is
the only one we have got.’’ And that is
what some of them are doing. However,
I was told by Senator HUTCHISON that
the guys down in Fort Hood did not say
that. They said ‘‘Why are we going
there? Can’t you stop us?’’ She said she
would try.

Thirty years ago when I was sent to
Vietnam in a similar situation, Viet-
nam started out as a peace type mis-
sion, no defined goal, no exit strategy,
no idea whose side we were on, and a
created incident to gain support of the
Congress. A peacekeeping mission?
Come on. Does this not sound just like
a carbon copy? I think it is.

What is going to happen when our
guys get over there, and if the rules of
engagement apply, and they get shot
at, and we start shooting back, what
are their people going to say when we
start killing them, killing Bosnians,
killing Croatians, killing Serbs? We
will do it, and we will get chastised for
it.

Let me just ask one more thing for
the guys over here voting against it:
What are you going to do when one of
our women soldiers get captured?

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from New York [Mr. OWENS.]

(Mr. OWENS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
opposition to the Dornan amendment.
There is no more noble a purpose and
no more practical a purpose for the use
of American military strength than the
purpose for which the troops are being
deployed in Bosnia. Blessed are the
peacemakers and peacekeepers. All ar-
mies are created and mobilized for the
purpose of achieving peace. Troops
fight to win wars in order to realize
peace. To conquer an enemy is to
achieve peace.

If peace is always the objective, then
why do we belittle and challenge a use
of American troops to maintain the
peace in a situation where peace has
been negotiated? Every soldier who
serves in Bosnia should be saluted as a
hero. The soldiers who keep the peace
deserve all the medals and as much
glory as the soldiers who fight hot
wars.

Peace is always the objective of hon-
orable military action. Certainly there
are great risks. From day one in train-
ing camp, every soldier enters a world
where risks are far greater than in the
civilian world. In any foreign theater, a
soldier’s risks are greatly increased.
But in Bosnia the risks are being taken
to feed the hungry, to clothe the
naked, and to provide shelter for those
who have been made homeless over and
over again by the actions of military
criminals.

We spend nearly $250 billion a year to
maintain the world’s greatest military
force. The American armed forces of
1995 should be declared an Army for
peace. For all the years to come it
should be understood that we are
armed to promote and preserve peace.
Bosnia should not be seen as a waste.
The deployment of troops in Bosnia is
a necessity to send a message to the
military criminals of the world that
thugs will not be allowed to rule any
part of the world and go unchallenged.

American soldiers should not be
asked again and again to do this in the
world, but this is a clear and present
situation. This is a situation that has
been negotiated. This is a situation
where peace is achievable. Let our
Army help to achieve that peace.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to the gentleman from Illi-
nois [Mr. DURBIN].

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. Speaker, imagine
for a moment that you are an Amer-
ican soldier who said good-bye to his
family and you are on your way to
Bosnia. Word reaches you tonight that
the Dornan resolution has passed in
the U.S. House of Representatives. The
House of Representatives has voted to
cut off all funds for Bosnian peacekeep-
ing.

The gentleman from California [Mr.
DORNAN] knows and everyone knows on
this floor his resolution will not go any
further than this House of Representa-
tives, but it will reach these troops on
their way to represent America.

This is a cruel resolution. It will say
to the men and women whom we ask to
wake up tomorrow to dress in their
military uniform and to represent the
United States that we do not stand be-
hind them.

I think we have learned many lessons
through our lifetime. We have cer-
tainly learned that when we have made
the commitment to put our troops in
the field, we in the United States Con-
gress must stand behind them.

The gentleman from California likes
to recount the fact that many of us
voted against the Persian Gulf war. I
did. The gentleman should also recount
the fact that immediately thereafter
there was offered a bipartisan resolu-
tion, which passed I believe without a
dissenting vote, where we stood reso-
lutely behind those men and women,
regardless of our vote on the Persian
Gulf war. That was the appropriate and
proper thing for us to do as Americans.

Regardless of the fact that I do dis-
agree with some aspects of this
Bosnian peacekeeping, I think the
President was wrong in not seeking
Congressional approval, the fact is the
troops are committed. The fact is they
will look to us, Mr. DORNAN, and they
will look to you as to whether you sup-
port them. And your answer to them is
not a badge you wear on your lapel or
any fancy ribbon that you wear on
your suit, but how Members will vote.

Mr. Speaker, I hope Members will
join me in voting to make sure those
men and women in the field know that
we stand behind them. This is serious,
it is a serious commitment of this
country. These men and women are
putting their lives on the line. We owe
it to them to take it very seriously. I
urge my colleagues, whether you agree
with the President or not, to defeat
this cruel Dornan resolution.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I will not
be goated yet. Mr. Speaker, my 22
years and 4 months in the Air force
prevents me from rising to that fight.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the
gentlewoman from Idaho, Mrs. HELEN
CHENOWETH, a freshman who has just
come back from a recent trip to Sara-
jevo.

Mrs. CHENOWETH. Mr. Speaker, I
want to make it clear that the Dornan
resolution and the resolutions and bills
that we have passed already in this
Congress is not a message to our boys
who are preparing to be deployed. It is
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a message to our boys who are prepar-
ing to be deployed. It is a message to
the President of the United States, who
is acting like a dictator. When is he
going to get the message?

Mr. Speaker, yes, I was in Sarajevo,
and I sat with Prime Minister Siladjic,
who said very clearly, we have not
asked for your troops. We have only
asked that the arms embargo be lifted.
We do not want to be an occupied na-
tion. We want to be able to defend our-
selves. We want to have military par-
ity.

Mr. Speaker, they will only be able
to have peace over there when every-
one is equally armed. Let us not make
a cheap political trick out of this by
distorting the issue and using our boys
in a political discourse. We are behind
our men and women who will be de-
ployed. There is no doubt about that.
But, again, the Congress is saying no to
President Clinton.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Washington [Mr. DICKS].

(Mr. DICKS asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DICKS. Mr. Speaker, I, too, want
to urge my colleagues tonight to think
of the troops that we have in the proc-
ess of deploying to Bosnia. I think a
resolution that would cut off all money
for ground forces would be widely mis-
understood with the troops in the field,
and I think would be a tragic mistake
in undercutting of the U.S. presidency
and of the Dayton agreement.

I would hope that my colleagues
would give President Clinton what he
needs tonight, and that is a resolution
which strongly supports the troops,
strongly supports the men and women
who will be going to Bosnia, and I
think the Hamilton resolution gives us
that exact message and is what this
Congress should rally behind.

I do remember the gulf war debate.
After that debate was finished, we had
a bipartisan effort to support the
troops. I might recall to my friends on
the other side, Speaker Foley did not
call for a vote on this until after 500,000
troops were deployed to the gulf war.
That was an appropriate time to do
this. But to take this hard approach, to
cut off all money, no money shall be
spent, I think would be a terrible mis-
take. I think it would weaken the pres-
idency, it will weaken our leadership in
the world, it will weaken NATO and
our leadership of NATO, and I think it
is one of the most serious mistakes we
will have made in this Congress.

So, again, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘no’’ on the Dornan amendment
and support Hamilton, which is well
written and very supportive of the men
and women who will be serving us so
well in the Persian Gulf.
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Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from North
Carolina, [Mr. FUNDERBURK], the Mem-
ber of this House or the Senate who

spent the most time on the ground, 4
years in Romania, as Ambassador
FUNDERBURK.

Mr. FUNDERBURK. Mr. Speaker, 1
year in Bosnia’s 600 year old war and
out, and peace is to be permanently es-
tablished? What a joke. U.S. leadership
is at stake in the world? What a joke.
NATO will collapse if we do not go?
World War III? What a joke.

U.S. troops must be supported. True,
we all agree, but the President can
send troops anywhere and then say if
we do not support this unilateral Fed-
eral Executive action we are not for
our troops. Shame on the one who
never supported our troops until he
was Commander-in-Chief, and until he
seeks leadership credentials. He should
have tried getting support of the Amer-
ican people and Congress first, before
he committed.

Mr. Speaker, saying our mission was
a moral imperative are hollow words
coming from people who, for the last 30
years, have turned a blind eye to atroc-
ities in Cambodia, Vietnam, China, Ro-
mania, Iraq, and Syria. What about
America’s moral imperative to inter-
vene in Bosnia? Bosnia is a nightmare,
but why should American soldiers stop
at Bosnia? Why not Sri Lanka, Peru,
China, Nigeria, Indonesia, the Sudan,
the Philippines, Western Sahara, Af-
ghanistan, Algeria, wherever there is
blood and fighting? The list is endless.

Our policy has always been and it
must be to selectively engage our
forces where we can do the most good
but with the goal of protecting the na-
tional security of the United States.
On those grounds, Bosnia misses the
mark. We have no interest there, plain
and simple.

I have lived in that part of the world,
the sad part. The Dayton peace accord
is a prescription for disaster. Its Byz-
antine arrangement of one Bosnia with
two governments and three independ-
ent armies is farcical. Margaret
Thatcher had it right when she said the
best thing we can do in the Balkans is
arm the Moslems and stay out of the
direct fight.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support our
only option here tonight for the Con-
gress and the people, the Dornan bill.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
30 seconds to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Missouri [Mr. SKELTON].

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I intend
to vote against the Dornan bill. I do so
because I feel to support it would be a
vote in favor of cutting our troops off
at the knees. They are on their way.
They are going to be there.

Mr. Speaker, in a later moment I will
explain, in great detail, problems that
I have with the U.S. policy, but this is
not the time nor the moment to do
that. I will explain why we should vote
for the Buyer-Skelton resolution,
which will put this entire matter in
perspective.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume to
say that I appreciate my good friend,
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HAM-

ILTON], setting the standard here.
There are so many distinguished people
on his side and mine that want to
speak, and so I am going to limit all
my speakers to 30 seconds so that ev-
erybody gets a chance to be heard on
this, and then they may join my spe-
cial order tonight for an hour to extend
their remarks. Let us give it our best
shot on both sides.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 30 seconds to the
gentleman from Kansas [Mr. TIAHRT].

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, it is very
clear our troops understand what is
going on. I talked to them on my way
back from Bosnia. They know it is our
job to argue policy, and by supporting
the Dornan resolution it does not cut
them off at the knees. It is shameless
to say that it does.

Our troops took an oath to defend the
Constitution and our borders, and we
have extended that to America’s vital
interests across this world, but none of
that is here in Bosnia. None of it. We
are asking them to go above and be-
yond the call of duty, outside what
they have taken an oath and sworn to
do. I think we should realize that.

I am carrying a coin, and I am going
to keep the First Armored Division in
mind for 12 months. And I hope the guy
that gave me this does not come back
in a coffin.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30
seconds to the gentleman from Colo-
rado [Mr. HEFLEY], who was discussed
at great length on the Senate Floor
today.

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, I think it
is disgraceful that Members would get
up in the well of this House and talk
about cutting the knees out from under
our troops. No one wants to hurt the
troops. No one wants to hurt the
troops. We want to get the troops there
out, and we do not want to send any
more troops.

When we debated Hefley back before
Thanksgiving, the Democrats said it is
a good idea but it was not the right
time. Now they say this is not the
right time because the troops are al-
ready there. When is the right time to
say, Mr. Clinton, this is a stupid idea
and we do not want you to do it?

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
11⁄2 minutes to the gentleman from
California [Mr. BECERRA].

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding time to me.

Mr. Speaker, I approach this with
some trepidation. I have never been
one who likes to use our American
troops to do things outside of what is
absolutely necessary for the protection
of this country. I take a look at this
and I ask myself did we get the best
deal for the troops that are being sent
out there? Is this really the peace ac-
cord that is the mother of peace ac-
cords, that will guarantee us that the
parties will finally agree to what they
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have said? I ask if those paramilitary
forces that are out there, under the
control of no one, are really going to be
stopped? And I ask do we really know
how we will get our troops out should
this operation fail

At the same time, I know what I do
not want to send a signal to the men
and women who are going to Bosnia
that I am not prepared to support
them. Mr. Speaker, as I look at this
vote, and I weigh the chance that I am
sending people that are like me, in
their thirties and twenties and forties,
to go face off with people that we have
never seen before, I do this with some
trepidation.

I will probably support the Hamilton
resolution. I cannot, in good con-
science, support the Dornan resolution,
and I would urge all the Members to
not support the Dornan resolution.
What we must do is do the right thing
for those that are going. And I do not
believe, at this stage, we can say that
cutting off funds is the way we want to
send our troops to Bosnia.

So I would urge Members to consider
the fact this is them going. This is our
chance to tell them that we support
them, because they have no choice but
to go, and it is our opportunity to say
we will live up to our responsibility to
do the right thing.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30
seconds to the gentleman from Indiana
[Mr. HOSTETTLER].

(Mr. HOSTETTLER asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HOSTETTLER. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in strong support of the Dornan
resolution.

Article 1, section 8 clearly enumer-
ates the powers of the U.S. Congress
and it clearly lays forth the power of
the Congress to make rules for the reg-
ulation and the government of land and
naval forces. It speaks very limited to
the power of the President as Com-
mander in Chief.

It is time to end the concession of
this Congress to the executive branch
in matters of policy as relates to the
military. Support the Dornan lan-
guage.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30
seconds to the distinguished gentleman
from Wisconsin [Mr. NEUMANN].

(Mr. NEUMANN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NEUMANN. Mr. Speaker, 30 sec-
onds is a very short amount of time to
say how I feel on this. But let me make
a couple of things perfectly clear. I am
100-percent supportive of our troops. It
is the policy and the idea of our troops
risking their lives without our national
interest at stake that I am opposed to.

So the message out of here, in 30
short seconds: We support our troops
100 percent; we do not want them in
Bosnia. We have sent this message
early in the summer, in the middle of
the summer, late in the summer, again
this fall. In case the President does not
get it yet, we do not want our troops in

Bosnia; we do not want our young peo-
ple to lose their lives in Bosnia.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, how
much time do I have remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BUNNING). The gentleman from Califor-
nia [Mr. DORNAN] has 8 minutes re-
maining.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30
seconds to the distinguished gentleman
from Ohio, Mr. STEVE CHABOT.

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I am not
convinced that the deployment of our
brave soldiers in Bosnia will accom-
plish any lasting purpose other than to
have put valiant American men and
women in harm’s way in a centuries-
old civil war.

I will support the troops once they
are there, but I want to state, in the
strongest possible terms, that those
troops should not be sent to Bosnia in
the first place.

I am concerned that one of two
things will happen. President Clinton
says they will be out in 1 year. Either
they will come back in 1 year and the
bloodshed will begin anew, or they will
be over there for a long, long time; and
that is not acceptable to the American
people, and it is not acceptable to me.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30
seconds to the gentleman from Long
Beach, CA, Mr. STEVE HORN, who went
over there 5 times as a professor to try
to convince them to vote instead of kill
one another.

Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for yielding time to me.

This is not a partisan issue. Anyone
that says we are not supporting the
troops has to be either a rogue or a
scoundrel. That is utter nonsense. This
is a constitutional issue; this is an in-
stitutional issue. The House of Rep-
resentatives must authorize the
money.

This is not England. This is not the
Roman Empire. This is not some dicta-
torship. If we have Presidents of both
parties, and that is true, that have
roamed the world in election years to
look better rather than grapple with
the problems at home, let us tell them
that they must start here for the au-
thority. They have no authority as
Commander in Chief.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
4 minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from Texas [Ms. JACKSON-LEE].

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
am not a war hero and so I cannot
stand here with any credibility that
might in any way match some of my
colleagues, one of whom is proposing
this resolution. I am however an Amer-
ican, and I am a human being and a
supporter of world peace.

I am a mother as well, and I had the
opportunity just this past week to talk
to some of the parents of some of the
troops who are now in Germany, pre-
pared to liberate those in the former
Yugoslavia and Croatia and Bosnia.

What I am, however, is an expert on
life and the quality of life and what it

means to live in a democracy. I would
venture to say that the wrongest reso-
lution we could ever have is the one
that is on the floor right now: Cutting
off the money, telling our troops we do
not care, and simply saying to people
who want peace, ‘‘The heck with you.’’

I do not know if we are aware of the
human suffering that has gone on in
Bosnia, some 3.2 million refugees,
200,000 dead, 6,000 elderly; homeless,
and the mass graves that USA Today
indicated, where dozens of family mem-
bers gathered in the morgue of Splits
Clinical Hospital to try to identify re-
mains of loved ones, including watches,
crucifixes, and pieces of clothing found
with the bodies.

The article reveals that a BMW car
key found on body number 28 was given
to a woman who claims her husband,
hotel manager Steko, age 33, had a
similar car. The woman, Bozana Steko,
32, races home to see if the car starts,
and it does.

I am not sure what we are debating
here. I did not have the privilege to
rise to the House floor and debate
whether or not we should have gone
into Kuwait when we had a Republican
President. But I know there are many
of my colleagues here that rose with
all articulateness and emotional fer-
vor, saying there was a reason to go to
Kuwait. As a Texan, I know that we
were talking about oil.
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Today, Mr. Speaker, we are talking

about peace. The American people have
never run away from peace. They have
run away from the loss of human life
and the memories of Vietnam.

Mr. Speaker, this is not Vietnam. We
have a military that is enormously pre-
pared. We have young soldiers who are
committed to the principles of peace.
We have a strategy of rules of engage-
ment that allows our troops to shoot to
kill. We do not have sitting ducks at
the line of demarcation. We are send-
ing armored divisions, and yes the
Americans are in areas that they know
they can cover.

There are those who are cynical.
There will be dangers, sniper fire, pos-
sibilities of land mines, but Americans
and people of the world have never
been able to gain peace without taking
risks.

But most of all, I would say to my
colleagues who want to throw in the
faces of our troops that we will cut off
the money but yet, we are for you, as
I have heard my colleagues say, I want
them to simply tell the truth. If my
colleagues are for peace, they have got
to stand for peace. They have got to
take risks for peace.

Having gone to Bosnia, I will tell my
colleagues that the people there want
peace. They want to be part of peace.
They begged us for peace as we stood in
the streets with Bosnian children.

Mr. Speaker, this is the wrong way to
go. We must support our troops. We
must be strong for peace. Let us act
like Americans. Take a risk and take a
stand. Stand strong for peace.
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Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30

seconds to the gentleman from Ohio
[Mr. HOKE] who has one of the best
chiefs of staff on the Hill.

Mr. HOKE. Mr. Speaker, this is not
so complex. Our troops are not in
Bosnia. Our troops are in Germany. If
my colleagues want our troops to stay
in Germany and not go to Bosnia be-
cause this policy is wrong, dead wrong,
this vote tonight is the only oppor-
tunity to do that.

If this vote passes by two-thirds of
this House and two-thirds in the other
body, it is veto-proof. It is the only op-
portunity that we have, with 66 percent
of these two bodies acting out the will
of 85 percent of the American people, to
prevent this travesty from happening.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, we
have only one remaining speaker, and I
will yield the balance of my time to
him. I understand the gentleman from
California has the right to close.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30
seconds to the gentleman from Mary-
land [Mr. BARTLETT], a scholar.

(Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland asked
and was given permission to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr.
Speaker, with the gentleman from
California [Mr. DORNAN] leading this
effort, it is patently ridiculous to as-
sert that this vote could be construed
as a statement for nonsupport for our
troops. Please do not use this argu-
ment. With Mr. DORNAN leading this
debate, there is no way our intentions
could be misunderstood.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the distinguished gentleman
from California [Mr. ROHRABACHER].

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker,
the White House and the public will
take a vote against Dornan as a vote
for Gulf of Tonkin-like powers for a
Presidential deployment of American
troops to Bosnia. That is what this de-
bate is all about.

Should we give the President the
power to send these troops to Bosnia?
If some nut or ruthless gang unleashes
biological or chemical weapons or in
some other way kills hundreds if not
thousands of young American defend-
ers, those opposed to this bill will bear
a share of the responsibility with the
President.

The President is sending them there.
We have a chance to act. We are now in
the chain of command. If my col-
leagues vote against the Dornan pro-
posal, they are sending a message to
the President that he can send the
troops to the Balkans.

The cold war is over. The American
people deserve better treatment than
this. We should not be sending young
Americans all over the world in every
conflict. It is not fair to them. It is not
good policy, and it will not lead to a
more peaceful world.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30
seconds to the gentleman from Arizona
[Mr. HAYWORTH].

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, it is
difficult in a half-minute to sum up all

the arguments. Suffice it to say, clear-
ly and unequivocally, we stand in sup-
port of our American troops. It is for
that reason that we do not ask those
troops to put on referee stripes to go
and try to mediate a peace that is not
a reality.

We call in American fighting men
and women to defend this country and
our legitimate national interests.
There are no legitimate national inter-
ests at stake in Bosnia. Mark Twain
said it best, Mr. Speaker: History does
not repeat itself, but it rhymes.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30
seconds to the distinguished gentleman
from Georgia [Mr. KINGSTON].

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, Win-
ston Churchill said that nothing that
ever starts in the Balkans ever ends
there. I think that when we think
about making peace with tanks, bul-
lets, guns, rifles, and missiles, we are
not fooling ourselves. We are not going
over there to make peace. We are going
to go in there and prolong and probably
start a bigger conflict than has been
going on there already for over 100
years.

So, I proudly support the Dornan
amendment and will say this: If any-
body thinks there is a Member of Con-
gress who cares about our men and
women in armed services more than
the gentleman from California [Mr.
DORNAN], they are only fooling them-
selves.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30
seconds to the gentleman from Califor-
nia [Mr. PACKARD], just back from Sa-
rajevo and all points thereabouts.

(Mr. PACKARD asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of this resolution. It is the
only way that I can express my view
and the overwhelming views of my con-
stituents to our President. The best
way to support our troops is to not
send them at all.

Mr. Speaker, the President’s policy
to send United States troops to Bosnia
is simply wrong. I have recently re-
turned from Bosnia and I can tell my
colleagues firsthand that the situation
there is grave. The destruction that I
witnessed is horrifying.

We will not have peace in Bosnia
with or without our troops, in my judg-
ment. I opposed the President’s policy
before I went to Bosnia, and I oppose it
more even after returning.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California [Mr. DORNAN]
has 31⁄2 minutes remaining, and the
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HAMIL-
TON] has 6 minutes remaining.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30
seconds to the gentleman from Georgia
[Mr. NORWOOD], someone who not only
supports the troops; he is one of the
troops, a Vietnam veteran.

Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
tonight with a troubled heart. I rise to-
night to ask my colleagues to support
our troops. Support them by bringing
the 150 home. Bring them home now,

before we get into a mess like I person-
ally had to live through 30 years ago.

Mr. Speaker, I served one ‘‘Mission
Impossible’’ in Vietnam where we
waged political war and no one really
knew who the enemy was, and we had
no political will to flight. Let us stop
this madness. Is it not better we em-
barrass the President than to lose one
American life?

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30
seconds to the gentleman from New
Mexico [Mr. SCHIFF], a member of our
conference who just made First Bird
Eagle Colonel.

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, there is a
vital U.S. interest in peace in Europe,
but there is more of an interest in
peace in Europe to the Europeans. The
case has never been made as to why the
Europeans cannot themselves send
60,000 ground troops to quell the situa-
tion in Bosnia. No case has been made
why U.S. troops are needed to help
them.

Mr. Speaker, just because we are a
superpower should not make us a
superpatsy to do the Europeans’ job for
them. If there is a threat that the war
will spread further in Europe, that is
even more of a reason for the Euro-
peans to supply the ground troops
themselves.

Mr. Speaker, the best way to support
our troops is not to send them to
Bosnia in the first place.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, even if I
only save 30 seconds for myself, does
that mean that the gentleman from
Pennsylvania [Mr. MURTHA], this very
distinguished Marine, once and forever,
gets to go right before me, or could I
ask the gentleman to speak now?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. No, the
gentleman from Pennsylvania could be
yeilded to speak now. It depends.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30
seconds to the gentleman from Wiscon-
sin [Mr. ROTH], a senior Member and a
chairman of the Subcommittee on
International Economic Policy and
Trade.

Mr. ROTH. Mr. Speaker, these things
never change. I have been in many of
these debates. The American people are
always conned. That is the truth of it,
and that is happening again tonight.

Mr. Speaker, a year from now, I want
to predict what is going to happen.
When there are yellow ribbons all over
America and the American people say,
‘‘When are our boys going to come
home,’’ these people are going to say,
‘‘We cannot leave now. Look what is
going to happen to NATO. Who is going
to take care of the American sector? It
is going to be war all over again.’’

Mr. Speaker, if we move in tonight,
we are going to be there for a good long
time, and all of my colleagues know it.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30
seconds to the distinguished gentleman
from California [Mr. HERGER].

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, this so
called mission is not—as the President
would have us think—a peacekeping
mission—this is a peacemaking mis-
sion. How can we commit our troops to
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keep a peace that does not even exist?
Why should U.S. blood be spilled for a
cause that is not in the interest of the
American people?

Mr. Speaker, what will we tell these
brave soldiers’ parents that their chil-
dren died for? Remember the lessons of
Somalia and Beirut. Vote for the Dor-
nan bill.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30
seconds to the distinguished gentleman
from Georgia [Mr. BARR].

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, every once
in a great while there is a policy that
is so misguided, so ill-conceived, so
poorly planned, and so deceptively pre-
sented to the American people that
drastic measures are called for. The
Bosnian policy pursued by this Presi-
dency unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, falls
directly into that category, and there
is only one way to stop it.

Mr. Speaker, there is only one thing
to do and that is to pass a bill that has
some teeth in it. Not just mere words;
some teeth in it. That is what the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. DORNAN]
has presented here this evening, and
that is what we must do in order to
stop this misguided and ill-conceived
policy now.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30
seconds to the distinguished gentleman
from Washington [Mr. METCALF].

Mr. METCALF. Mr. Speaker, there
are no vital United States interests
threatened in Bosnia. Sad experience
has taught us that it is real easy to
move in the troops, it is very difficult
to accomplish the objective after we
are in there, and extremely difficult to
get out in a timely and honorable way.

We must do everything possible, and
that is what we are doing now, to pre-
vent this folly before the signing, be-
fore the decision is irrevocable.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Oregon [Mr. DEFAZIO].

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
opposition to the Dornan proposal.

Mr. Speaker, I stand in reluctant opposition
to the legislation by the gentleman from Cali-
fornia [Mr. DORNAN] to cut off funding for Unit-
ed States armed forces already on the ground
in the territory of the former Yugoslavia.

The basic problem is this: the President has
already placed United States troops on the
ground in Bosnia. That is a fact, though I
maintain that he had no proper constitutional
authority to do so without advance congres-
sional authorization. But despite my opposition
to this policy, I believe we owe those troops
our support and our blessing. Therefore, in
this instance, I will reluctantly oppose Mr.
DORNAN’s resolution and support the resolu-
tion offered by Mr. BUYER which once again
expresses our disapproval of the President’s
policy, but stands behind the well-being and
safety of our young men and women in the
Armed Forces.

The sorry chain of events leading up to this
vote only serves to underscore the need to re-
vamp the legal relationship between the White
House and Congress in matters of war and

peace. I’ve introduced legislation to reassert
Congress’ constitutional authority to place
troops into war or warlike situations. The key
to my legislation is a binding requirement for
prior congressional authorization for the use of
U.S. forces in hostilities except in those cases
where the President must act to protect the
United States, its troops, citizens, or territories
abroad. Until we in Congress act to reaffirm
our prerogatives, we will find ourselves faced
with this kind of HOBSON’s choice again and
again.

Frankly, I do not believe this peace accord
will succeed in the long run, though I pray it
will at least stop the blood letting for awhile.
We are dealing here with an ethnic and reli-
gious war that is hundreds of years old. The
best intentions of the Western powers are not
likely to cool the flames of hatred in the re-
gion.

Furthermore, our Nation should not assume
the lion’s share of the financial burden and
military risk in this attempt to bring peace to
the former Yugoslavia. For more than 40
years, the United States has provided for the
security of Europe. We have spent as much
as $100 billion each year to protect the Euro-
pean democracies from the threats posed by
the Soviet Union and its Warsaw Pact allies.
It’s time for the European community to own
up to its responsibilities and take up its share
of the burden.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
the balance of my time to the distin-
guished gentleman from Pennsylvania
[Mr. MURTHA].

Mr. MURTHA. Mr. Speaker, a year
ago we stood on the floor and we de-
bated the Haiti resolution. This House
had a very good debate on deploying
United States forces to Haiti. We heard
the same kind of concerns. We heard
that people were going to come back in
body bags. We heard all kinds of re-
criminations about the policy, about
the United States deployment, about
the ability of the United States Com-
mander in Chief to put United States
forces in Haiti.
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Not long ago, I became concerned
about what was going on in Haiti. I
went down there on Saturday. I found
out that Aristide is going to step aside.
They are going to have an election,
that the human rights violations have
receded substantially, that the 22,000
troops we had there at one time have
been reduced to 2,500. In 21⁄2 months we
will have all the troops, all the United
States forces out of Haiti, and we will
not have had one casualty.

Now, will it be a long-term success?
All we did was allow them to have an
opportunity to have a free election and
to get their country in order. It will
take a long time for them to straighten
this out.

I have been involved in the Bosnia
situation for almost 4 years. When the
Bush administration was in their last
year, I went to Sarajevo. I could not
get from the airport into town because
the shelling was so heavy. The shells
were landing in the houses. Two young
children were killed not far from where
I was. The next time I went in, I

stopped at the location where 70 people
were killed with one mortar shell in
town. The people were in disarray. The
buildings were destroyed. There was no
heat, no electricity, and the people did
not know where to go. The British
commander, General Rose, said to me,
stay out of it. We can handle it. The
U.S. forces do not need to be involved.
And I listened to that.

I told President Clinton that I did
not think we should be involved as long
as the fighting is going on; I adamantly
opposed any U.S. intervention. I did
not think we had any business going in
as long as they were fighting.

Then the President took a real risk.
A year later, I went over and talked to
Gen. Rupert Smith. He thought it was
time that something could happen
there. Our emissaries went to Bosnia.
Our emissaries talked to all the par-
ties, and they did a marvelous job. I do
not have the highest regard for the
State Department, but in this particu-
lar case, they did a marvelous job in
getting the parties to agree to a cease-
fire, which has held for a period of
time.

When I was there, I saw every single
building in Sarajevo had been de-
stroyed or in some way hit by shellfire.
People were starting to feel better
about what had happened. And the
British commander said, we cannot do
it. Only the Americans can cause peace
in Bosnia. The British and the French
and the Germans have to many long-
term animosities. If you want stability
in Europe, you are going to have to
have American troops involved.

I still doubted it. I still had concerns.
I believed there had to be a peace
agreement where the troops withdrew.
I felt the Russians had to be involved.
I thought the terrorists had to be
pushed out. And all those things have
been agreed to.

Now we stand on the threshold of a
very serious decision by the United
States Congress, very similar to what
we did in Saudi Arabia with a dif-
ference. We were going to war in Saudi
Arabia. We are going to make peace in
Bosnia.

I do not think that any of us take it
lightly. I have no concerns about the
patriotism of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia [Mr. DORNAN] or his feeling or
anybody else’s motives in why they be-
lieve that they should vote one way or
the other. But there is no question in
my mind that if the United States is
not involved, that if we do not take the
chance, and I sat down with the Presi-
dent of the United States for an hour
and a half and with my year in Viet-
nam, with my different experiences in
the Congress of the United States, like
the distinguished gentleman from Cali-
fornia [Mr. CUNNINGHAM], wounded
twice when I was over there, I know
something about the fighting. I know
how difficult it is. But the President
listened to my objections and concerns.
I told him of the military concerns. I
told him that politically he could be
making the biggest mistake of his
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Presidential career. And I said, I do not
expect you to make this decision based
on politics. I would hope you would
make it based on what is right and
wrong, but I am just telling you the
danger you are getting involved in.

He listened to me and obviously
made what he considered was the right
decision as the Commander in Chief.

There is no one in this country that
I have a greater regard for than the
majority leader of the U.S. Senate or
the other body, no one who has taken a
more courageous position in this inci-
dent, even though he has the same con-
cerns that every person in here has
about putting American troops in
harm’s way. But he made a decision
based on the American commitment.

The President of the United States
made a very tough decision, a decision
he considered was right, a decision he
considered was in the best interest of
this country. It behooves us not to un-
dercut that President as he goes for-
ward to sign or to agree or to witness
a peace treaty by the participants who
have been fighting.

No question we will have casualties.
But I would ask all of my colleagues to
think about the involvement of the
United States in world affairs. We can-
not be the policemen of the world, but
we can, when we see an opportunity,
exert our moral force and insert our
troops, who are so well trained, to do a
job to make peace and not war.

I would urge my colleagues not to
cut off the funds for these valiant
troops who are on their way to Bosnia
at this very minute. Defeat my good
friend’s amendment. Vote down the
Dornan bill and vote for the support of
the troops later on.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, a word to my dear
friend, the gentleman from Pennsylva-
nia [Mr. MURTHA]. In the streets of Ku-
wait City a week after the war eight of
us had people come up to us and thank
us for bringing peace to Kuwait. And
they watched our debate from their
hidden rooftop antenna on this House
floor, amazing. We brought peace
there.

This is the gold mother, the gold
widow, the child who loses a dad in the
snow of Sarajevo, Tuzla forever. Vote
for the gold mother vote.

If I were a Democrat, I would vote for
all three. If I were a Republican, and I
am, I would vote for mine and then I
would vote to support the troops, the
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. BUYER]
and the gentleman from Missouri [Mr.
SKELTON], my pal.

This is a tough vote. I will respect
whatever Members do on either side.
But believe me, history is going to
come back to bite us on this one. We
are going to be asked to account for
our votes on December 13, 1995.

Good luck. Vote your conscience.
Mr. STOKES. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support

of President Clinton’s Bosnia peace initiative.
This evening the U.S. House of Representa-
tives debated several legislative measures ad-

dressing the issue of President Clinton’s de-
ployment of peacekeeping troops to Bosnia. I
do not believe that it is constructive for the
Congress of the United States to undermine
the authority of the President and the con-
fidence of our troops on the ground by chal-
lenging the powers granted to the President
under the Constitution of the United States.

Though I will always be wary of the deploy-
ment of American troops overseas I am con-
fident that President Clinton has exercised his
prerogative and authority under the Constitu-
tion of the United States to deploy American
troops to Bosnia as part of an international
peacekeeping force.

Mr. Speaker, during my tenure in Congress,
I have been consistent in my opposition and
votes against the deployment of American
troops in places such as the Persian Gulf and
Grenada for the purposes of combat. The cir-
cumstances in Bosnia, however, warrant
unique consideration of U.S. involvement.

The President has made it clear that the
mission of the peace implementation for
[IFOR] under the command of NATO is well
defined and limited. American forces will be
under American command, the deployment
has a clear exit strategy and the mission will
be limited to the implementation of the historic
Dayton Peace Agreement.

Because of the peace mission the President
is implementing and because of our strategy
of integration, the entire continent can share
the blessings of peace that unite our commu-
nity of free nations. As we strive with our part-
ners to overcome the division in Bosnia, we
can also help overcome the remaining division
of Europe. Bosnia, once the symbol of Eu-
rope’s post-cold war disintegration and holo-
caust, can be the proving ground for a broader
and deeper transatlantic community.

Today, we know the extent of war crimes
committed against innocent human beings in
Bosnia. The atrocities are particularly disturb-
ing when we consider the children of Bosnia
and those who know no safe refuge. Finally,
thanks to the leadership of President Clinton
we are presented with an Opportunity to ame-
liorate a horrific situation. American leadership
will clearly saves the lives of many of Bosnia’s
innocents that would have surely perished
without our help. Hopefully, this peace effort
will restore stability to their lives.

The President took a historic step when he
invited the Balkans leaders to the Dayton
peace talks. At that conference, the parties
agreed to pursue peace as opposed to war. In
light of this pivotal development, I deem it im-
portant that we support President Clinton’s
peacekeeping initiative and support the Amer-
ican troops who are on foreign soil as part of
an international peacekeeping force.

Mr. Speaker, in Cleveland and communities
throughout the Nation, our hearts and prayers
are with our men and women in uniform and
their families. The world will always remember
their unselfish dedication to this peacekeeping
challenge.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, with our troops
on the move, and our national commitment
clear, we cannot, should not, vote to cut off
the funding of our military.

To do so would both abandon our men and
women who are under arms and negate our
world leadership.

Thus, I will vote to support our efforts; Con-
cerned? Yes! Determined to preserve our
strength? Always!

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in support of the Dornan bill which pro-
hibits funding for the deployment of United
States armed forces on the ground in the Re-
public of Bosnia.

Tomorrow the Presidents of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Croatia, and Serbia will sign the
Dayton peace agreement which assumes the
commitment of 60,000 NATO troops to imple-
ment its provisions. At least 20,000 of those
troops will be American soldiers. Advance
troops have already been sent into Bosnia,
and the President has said that the troops are
committed regardless of whether Congress
grants its approval.

For 21⁄2 years President Clinton turned his
back on his campaign promises to take deci-
sive action against the aggressors, and his ad-
ministration further compounded the flawed
policy—which had begun in the Bush adminis-
tration—when it failed to focus, in a meaning-
ful way, on the conflict and the atrocities, and
the pleas of the Bosnian Government to per-
mit the means to protect themselves. In fact,
I introduced the legislation calling for the uni-
lateral lifting of the embargo against Bosnia. A
similar bill, the Bosnia and Herzegovina Self-
Defense Act of 1995, was overwhelmingly
supported in both the House and Senate. The
President chose to veto the bill on August 11.

The Dayton agreement—with the commit-
ment of troops embedded into its fiber—has
become the President’s answer to the di-
lemma in the former Yugoslavia. Mr. Speaker,
the President left no alternatives for the Amer-
ican people and the Congress.

The President prematurely made commit-
ments to send U.S. troops to Bosnia, first to
enforce the Vance-Owen plan, then the
Vance-Stoltenberg plan, then the Contact
Group plan, then the evacuation of
UNPROFOR, and now the Dayton agreement.
The President raised the expectations of our
allies as well as those of the parties to the
conflict that American ground forces would in-
deed be deployed in Bosnia.

Mr. Speaker, I am not prepared to approve
the deployment of our ground troops to this
mission.

The White House asserts that failure to de-
ploy ground troops would have serious con-
sequences for our status as a leading force in
the world. Perhaps, but any loss of prestige is
a consequence the record shows of the Presi-
dent’s hasty promise and eagerness to deploy
U.S. ground troops to enforce any plan. The
premature withdrawal of troops—either in re-
sponse to military losses or simply in compli-
ance with the convenient time frame set by
the administration—without completing a re-
alizable mission is damaging to the morale of
the American military forces and the credibility
of the United States. Questions remain about
the agreement the troops are being sent to im-
plement. Details about how and who will train
and provide arms to the Bosnians are being
provided piecemeal with the latest understand-
ing being provided in a letter from the Presi-
dent. Will there be a clear delineation between
the role of the NATO forces and the agree-
ment’s assurances of creating a climate con-
ducive to elections, the return of refugees to
their homes and reconstruction of the region?

The President has prematurely committed
our troops without providing the Congress and
the American people enough confidence that
the military strategy has been thoroughly ex-
amined, defined and structured. Therefore, I
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feel I must vote in favor of H.R. 2707 prohibit-
ing the deployment of U.S. ground forces to
Bosnia.

Mr. FLANAGAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of the gentleman from California [Mr.
DORNAN]. Before I begin, however, I would like
to associate myself with the remarks of the
gentleman from North Carolina [Mr.
FUNDERBURK], our former Ambassador to Ro-
mania.

President Clinton gave a speech before the
American people November 27, 1995. He did
not make a compelling case for sending Unit-
ed States ground troops into Bosnia. I do not
believe that American interests are at stake or
that our national security is being threatened
in Bosnia. Therefore, I do not agree with the
President’s decision to send American troops
into Bosnia-Herzegovina.

As a veteran of 5 years of active duty as a
combat arms army officer, I am well aware of
the risks associated with the deployment of a
large force into a hostile environment. Our
sons and daughters and brothers and sisters
in the military are an extraordinary resource
that we must not place at needless risk.

Some say America’s international prestige is
on the line, and that if we do not send the
troops it will be diminished in the eyes of the
world. But, I believe that our prestige will be
weakened much more if young American men
and women start coming home as fallen vic-
tims of a failed and poorly outlined foreign pol-
icy.

The situation in Bosnia-Herzegovina is de-
plorable, but the basic fact remains that Amer-
ica’s vital interests are in no way threatened
by that internal conflict. Allowing our young
men and women to fight and die for anything
less than our vital interests is immoral and
reprehensible and I will not support it.

When the loved ones of those who will have
needlessly given their lives for the Bosnia mis-
sion come to see us, will we honestly be able
to tell them that their loved one sacrificed their
life on a mission which served a noble pur-
pose and that they did not die in vain? Can
we tell them that their sacrifice advanced the
cause of world freedom? Can we tell them
that their effort was absolutely vital in protect-
ing the security interests of our great Repub-
lic? We all know the true answer to these
questions.

The administration has yet to really define
America’s mission in Bosnia, including a de-
tailed explanation of why it would serve our
national security interest. No such definition
has been forthcoming, nor is one likely to be,
in my opinion.

The situation in Bosnia strikes me as being
a lot like the situation preceding the Lebanon
fiasco of the early 1980’s where over 200
young marines lost their lives in a hopeless
crusade for peace when one of the chief
belligerents of the conflict viewed the United
States not as a peacemaker, but as an ally of
another belligerent force. No, Mr. Chairman,
sending American troops to Bosnia is not
good foreign policy, it’s a recipe for disaster
and we in Congress have an obligation to pre-
vent it.

Sending our troops to Bosnia may achieve
one particular result, it may well unite all the
warring factions. And they will all be united
against us as their common enemy.

It was just last month that I, and the majority
of the House, supported H.R. 2606, a bill
which prohibited the use of funds appropriated

to the Department of Defense from being used
for the ground deployment of United States
armed forces in the Republic of Bosnia-
Herzegovina as part of any peacekeeping op-
eration, or as part of any implementation
force, unless funds for such deployment are
specifically appropriated by law. On October
30, 1995, I also supported, as did the majority
of the House, House Resolution 247 express-
ing the sense of the House that no United
States ground forces should be deployed to
Bosnia without congressional approval. To-
night, I continue in my steadfast opposition to
sending our troops to Bosnia and believe the
best way of showing that opposition is by sup-
porting H.R. 2770.

The war in Bosnia-Herzegovina is an 800-
year-old struggle which is not ours. There is
nothing going on in the Balkans that is worth
losing one American live. I will never vote to
send my neighbors’ kids into that meat grind-
er. There is no discernable American interest,
therefore there will be no American lives lost
with my vote. There is no price in the Balkans
which I am willing to pay with the blood of our
military men and women.

By passing H.R. 2770, the House will be ex-
ercising its Article I power of the purse and
ensuring that we have a say in whether the
taxpayer will pay to have American troops
thrown into the quagmire in Bosnia. And what
we are saying is that we will not appropriate
funds for this needless mission that has no
vital American interest at stake.

The best way to support our troops is not to
send them to Bosnia, and without the nec-
essary funding they will be unable to go. That
is the best way we can show our support for
our troops. Should it wind up, however, that
they have to go, we must ensure that we give
them, and pay for, the best logistical support.
We want them to be as well equipped as pos-
sible so that they will be able to finish the mis-
sion and return home as quickly as this Presi-
dent may permit.

Mr. Chairman, colleagues on both sides of
the aisle, for the sake of America’s sacred
military honor and lives, we must pass H.R.
2770 and pass it tonight.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BUNNING of Kentucky). Pursuant to
section 2 of House Resolution 304, the
previous question is ordered on the bill.

The question is on engrossment and
third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 210, nays
218, not voting 4, as follows:

[Roll No. 856]

YEAS—210

Allard
Archer
Armey
Bachus
Baker (CA)
Baker (LA)
Ballenger

Barcia
Barr
Barrett (NE)
Bartlett
Barton
Bass
Bereuter

Bilbray
Bilirakis
Bonilla
Bono
Bryant (TN)
Bryant (TX)
Bunning

Burton
Buyer
Calvert
Camp
Canady
Chabot
Chambliss
Chenoweth
Christensen
Chrysler
Coble
Coburn
Collins (GA)
Combest
Condit
Cooley
Cox
Crane
Crapo
Cremeans
Cubin
Cunningham
Danner
Deal
DeLay
Diaz-Balart
Dickey
Doggett
Doolittle
Dornan
Duncan
Dunn
Ehrlich
Emerson
English
Ensign
Evans
Everett
Ewing
Fawell
Fields (TX)
Flanagan
Foley
Forbes
Fowler
Fox
Franks (CT)
Frisa
Funderburk
Gallegly
Ganske
Geren
Gilman
Goodling
Gordon
Graham
Greenwood
Gutknecht
Hall (TX)
Hancock
Hansen
Hastert
Hastings (WA)

Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Heineman
Herger
Hilleary
Hoekstra
Hoke
Horn
Hostettler
Hunter
Hutchinson
Hyde
Inglis
Istook
Jacobs
Johnson (CT)
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Kaptur
Kasich
Kelly
Kim
Kingston
Kleczka
Klug
Knollenberg
LaHood
Largent
LaTourette
Laughlin
Lazio
Lewis (KY)
Lightfoot
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Lofgren
Longley
Lucas
Manzullo
Martini
McCollum
McCrery
McDade
McHugh
McIntosh
McKeon
Metcalf
Meyers
Mica
Miller (FL)
Moorhead
Myers
Myrick
Nethercutt
Neumann
Ney
Norwood
Oxley
Packard
Parker
Peterson (MN)

Petri
Pombo
Porter
Pryce
Quillen
Radanovich
Ramstad
Regula
Rivers
Roberts
Rogers
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Roth
Roukema
Royce
Salmon
Sanford
Saxton
Scarborough
Schaefer
Schiff
Schroeder
Seastrand
Sensenbrenner
Shadegg
Shaw
Shays
Shuster
Skeen
Smith (MI)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Solomon
Souder
Spence
Stearns
Stockman
Stump
Talent
Tate
Tauzin
Taylor (MS)
Taylor (NC)
Thomas
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Traficant
Upton
Waldholtz
Walker
Walsh
Wamp
Watts (OK)
Weldon (FL)
Weldon (PA)
Weller
Whitfield
Wise
Young (AK)
Young (FL)
Zeliff

NAYS—218

Abercrombie
Ackerman
Andrews
Baesler
Baldacci
Barrett (WI)
Bateman
Becerra
Beilenson
Bentsen
Berman
Bevill
Bishop
Bliley
Blute
Boehlert
Boehner
Bonior
Borski
Boucher
Brewster
Browder
Brown (CA)
Brown (FL)
Brown (OH)
Brownback
Bunn
Burr
Callahan
Cardin
Castle
Chapman
Clay
Clayton

Clement
Clinger
Clyburn
Coleman
Collins (IL)
Collins (MI)
Conyers
Costello
Coyne
Cramer
Davis
de la Garza
DeFazio
DeLauro
Dellums
Deutsch
Dicks
Dingell
Dixon
Dooley
Doyle
Dreier
Durbin
Edwards
Ehlers
Engel
Eshoo
Farr
Fattah
Fazio
Fields (LA)
Filner
Flake
Foglietta

Ford
Frank (MA)
Franks (NJ)
Frelinghuysen
Frost
Furse
Gejdenson
Gekas
Gephardt
Gibbons
Gilchrest
Gillmor
Gonzalez
Goodlatte
Goss
Green
Gunderson
Gutierrez
Hall (OH)
Hamilton
Harman
Hastings (FL)
Hefner
Hilliard
Hinchey
Hobson
Holden
Houghton
Hoyer
Jackson-Lee
Jefferson
Johnson (SD)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnston
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Kanjorski
Kennedy (MA)
Kennedy (RI)
Kennelly
Kildee
King
Klink
Kolbe
LaFalce
Lantos
Latham
Leach
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Lincoln
Livingston
Lowey
Luther
Maloney
Manton
Markey
Martinez
Mascara
Matsui
McCarthy
McDermott
McHale
McKinney
McNulty
Meehan
Meek
Menendez
Mfume
Miller (CA)
Minge
Mink
Moakley
Molinari

Mollohan
Montgomery
Moran
Morella
Murtha
Nadler
Neal
Nussle
Oberstar
Obey
Olver
Ortiz
Orton
Owens
Pallone
Pastor
Paxon
Payne (NJ)
Payne (VA)
Pelosi
Peterson (FL)
Pickett
Pomeroy
Portman
Poshard
Quinn
Rahall
Rangel
Reed
Richardson
Roemer
Rose
Roybal-Allard
Rush
Sabo
Sanders
Sawyer
Schumer
Scott

Serrano
Sisisky
Skaggs
Skelton
Slaughter
Spratt
Stark
Stenholm
Stokes
Studds
Stupak
Tanner
Tejeda
Thompson
Thornton
Thurman
Torkildsen
Torres
Torricelli
Towns
Vento
Visclosky
Volkmer
Vucanovich
Ward
Waters
Watt (NC)
Waxman
White
Wicker
Williams
Wilson
Wolf
Woolsey
Wyden
Wynn
Yates
Zimmer

NOT VOTING—4

McInnis
Riggs

Tucker
Velazquez

b 2029

Mr. BRYANT of Texas changed his
vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’

So the bill was not passed.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. RIGGS. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
856, I was unable to be present because of a
prior family commitment. Had I been present,
I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’

b 2030

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BUNNING of Kentucky). Pursuant to
section 3 of House Resolution 304, it is
now in order to consider House Resolu-
tion 302.
RELATING TO DEPLOYMENT OF UNITED STATES

ARMED FORCES IN BOSNIA TO ENFORCE PEACE
AGREEMENT

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Resolution 304, I call up the
resolution (H. Res. 302) relating to the
deployment of United States Armed
Forces in and around the territory of
the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina
to enforce the peace agreement be-
tween the parties to the conflict in the
Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of House Resolution 302 is as
follows:

H. RES. 302

Resolved,
SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

The House of Representatives finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) On October 30, 1995, the House of Rep-
resentatives agreed to H. Res. 247, which ex-
pressed the sense of the House of Representa-
tives that in the negotiations of any peace
agreement regarding the conflict in the Re-
public of Bosnia and Herzegovina there
should not be a presumption that United
States Armed Forces would be deployed to
that country to enforce such an agreement,
and that in any event, no United States
Armed Forces should be deployed on the
ground in the territory of the Republic of
Bosnia and Herzegovina to enforce such an
agreement until the Congress has approved
such a deployment.

(2) On November 17, 1995, the House of Rep-
resentatives passed H.R. 2606, which provided
that none of the funds appropriated or other-
wise made available to the Department of
Defense could be obligated or expended for
the deployment on the ground of United
States Armed Forces in the Republic of
Bosnia and Herzegovina unless funds for such
deployment were specifically appropriated
by law.

(3) Despite the expressed will of the House
of Representatives heretofore mentioned, the
President has chosen to proceed with the de-
ployment of approximately 20,000 members
of the United States Armed Forces on the
ground in the territory of the Republic of
Bosnia and Herzegovina to enforce the peace
agreement among the parties to the conflict
in the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina
initialed in Dayton, Ohio, on November 21,
1995.
SEC. 2. DECLARATIONS OF POLICY.

The House of Representatives declares
that—

(1) it reiterates serious concerns and oppo-
sition to the President’s policy that results
in the deployment of 20,000 members of the
United States Armed Forces on the ground
in the territory of the Republic of Bosnia
and Herzegovina;

(2) it is confident that the members of the
United States Armed Forces, in whom it has
the greatest pride and admiration, will per-
form their responsibilities with professional
excellence, dedicated patriotism, and exem-
plary courage;

(3) the President and the Secretary of De-
fense should rely on the judgment of the
commander of the United States Armed
Forces that are deployed in and around the
territory of the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina in all matters affecting the
safety, support, and well-being of such mem-
bers of the Armed Forces;

(4) the President and the Secretary of De-
fense should ensure that the commander of
the United States Armed Forces that are de-
ployed in and around the territory of the Re-
public of Bosnia and Herzegovina is fur-
nished the resources and support that he
needs to ensure the safety, support, and well-
being of such members of the Armed Forces;
and

(5) the United States Government in all re-
spects should be impartial and evenhanded
with all parties to the conflict in the Repub-
lic of Bosnia and Herzegovina as necessary to
assure the safety and protection of the Unit-
ed States Armed Forces in and around the
territory of the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3 of House Resolution
304, the gentleman from Indiana [Mr.
BUYER] will be recognized for 30 min-
utes, and a Member opposed will be rec-
ognized for 30 minutes. The gentleman
from New Jersey [Mr. TORRICELLI] will
be recognized in opposition.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Indiana [Mr. BUYER].

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self 21⁄2 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, there are many in this
body, both Republicans and Democrats,
who fundamentally agree that the
President’s policy in the Balkans is ill-
conceived, poorly defined, and highly
dangerous. The House has been heard
on this issue.

It is ill-conceived, because the Presi-
dent 2 years ago promised 25,000 U.S.
troops to enforce a future peace agree-
ment without knowing what the situa-
tion would be on the ground. This com-
mitment of 25,000 United States troops
on the ground also is ill-conceived be-
cause the United States has lost the
protection of neutrality after having
bombed Bosnian Serbs and promising
to arm and train Bosnia Moslems. The
United States troops could become tar-
gets and casualties.

The implementation has been poorly
defined in that the President has set a
date certain as an exit strategy. If
there are vital national security inter-
ests to place troops on the ground in
the Balkans, then that is what is used
to define your exit strategy. What is
the success and what is the failure?
You see, there are also other concerns,
whether it is mission creep, whether it
is the issue of the Nation-building exer-
cises.

Let me also state this: The imple-
mentation plan we all understand will
be highly dangerous, but it makes no
sense to place U.S. troops on the
ground that have lost the protection of
neutrality.

Many of recognize the threat to the
U.S. forces will not come from actual
company or battalion size or platoon
size attacks upon U.S. forces. It will
come through cowardly acts of terror,
whether it be by sniper, whether it be
by bombings, whether it be by booby
traps or accidents.

Let me share that this House has al-
ready been heard on this issue twice.
First, we sent an overwhelming mes-
sage, a bipartisan message, in that 315
Members of this body said ‘‘Mr. Presi-
dent, do not negotiate a peace agree-
ment based on the precondition that
the U.S. troops will be there to imple-
ment whatever agreement you sign.’’
He ignored that and he went forward.
Then we had the Hefley amendment,
and again the President ignored the
Hefley amendment and proceeded any-
way.

So now what we are doing here today
is sending another message to the
President: ‘‘Mr. President, we reiterate
our prior positions and also oppose
United States ground troops in
Bosnia.’’

It is now our congressional oversight
responsibility to narrow the param-
eters, and that is exactly what we do.
We are saying as to matters on the
field, listen to the commanders, give
them the resources they need, make
sure that we protect our force by mak-
ing sure they are impartial and even-
handed to the conflict, and also we
have the confidence in the U.S. Armed
Forces to do their mission.



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH 14850 December 13, 1995
Mr. Torricelli. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4

minutes to the gentleman from New
York [Mr. ENGEL].

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
colleague from New Jersey for yielding
me this time.

Mr. Speaker, for the past 3 years, we
have heard colleagues on both sides of
the aisle, but particularly the Repub-
lican side of the aisle, say that the
United States has not been forceful. We
have been hearing for the past 3 years
that the United States has not been
forceful, that we have left the Euro-
pean allies to do the job in Bosnia, and
they have been doing it ineffectively.

Now the President takes the bull by
the horns and hammers out an agree-
ment in Dayton and we are second-
guessing and undermining and playing
totally politics with the President.

Mr. Speaker, I was one of the Demo-
crats that crossed party lines and sup-
ported President Bush during the Per-
sian Gulf war. I did so because I be-
lieved that it was in the best interests
of America not to undermine the Presi-
dent of the United States at such a cru-
cial time in foreign policy. I believed
that then, and I believe it now.

I would no more undermine President
Clinton than I would undermine Presi-
dent Bush. We have been watching for
nearly 4 years now, and we have seen
visions of a new Holocaust rearing its
ugly head in Europe again, 50 years
after the end of the worst Holocaust in
world history. We have seen ethnic
cleansing, emaciated people, rapes, pil-
lages. I think America does have a
moral obligation to act. I do think that
the stability of Europe is certainly in
the vital interests of the U.S.

The NATO alliance is certainly im-
portant. If we were to do nothing now,
the NATO alliance would be rendered
impotent and go down the drain. So I
do think we have a vital interests
there. We are the leaders of the free
world and we have to lead. We have
seen in other parts of the world that
things do not move until the U.S. acts,
in the Middle East, South Africa, and
Ireland. If we do not act, war will
break out again, and it could such
more countries into a greater war. We
saw what appeasement did in the 1930’s
with Hitler, and when the United
States and other nations did not step
in, it led to a larger war.

When we talk about the Persian Gulf
war, I remember my Republican col-
leagues at that time saying support the
President, support the President. My
God, during the Persian Gulf war we
sent 50,000 troops to fight in a war, and
the Republicans cheered. This is 20,000
troops to keep a peace. All the warring
factions have invited us in. The mis-
sion is clearly defined, and the Penta-
gon, which is usually skeptical about
peacekeeping, supports this and says it
is doable and will be successful.

The same people who predicted doom
and gloom in Haiti and were wrong are
predicting gloom and doom again. So

my colleagues, let us not undermine
our troops, let us not undermine our
President. We are the leaders of the
free world, not an isolationist nation.

Mr. Speaker, we should defeat the
Buyer resolution and support the Ham-
ilton resolution, which supports our
troops. The button I am wearing says
blessed are the peacemakers, and
blessed are the peacemakers. Blessed
are our brave men and women, blessed
are our troops, and blessed is our Na-
tion in the undertaking we are about
to do. Nothing could be more noble
than what this country does, and noth-
ing can be more noble than to end the
carnage in Bosnia.

We are coming in as peacemakers.
We are making peace. We are not fight-
ing a war. We are giving that nation a
chance to put itself together. In doing
so we are strengthening NATO and we
are strengthening ourselves. This is
not the time to turn to isolationism.
We accept the leadership of the free
world. Nobody anointed us with it. We
wanted it. We have it. We are to act
like leaders, and here in Congress, no
matter what the polls say, we are
elected leaders, and we have to lead.

Mr. Speaker, I think what is going on
now is in the best defining interests of
our country. This is a great Nation, it
has always stood for what is right, and
as the President says, what we are
doing is the right thing to do. Defeat
this resolution. Support Mr. HAMILTON.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from New Jersey [Mrs.
ROUKEMA].

(Mrs. ROUKEMA asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in support of this amendment.

Mr. Speaker, I rise as many of my col-
leagues before me have done, with grave res-
ervations about the President’s policy towards
Bosnia and particularly has commitment to de-
ploying at least 20,000 American service men
and women to police the Bosnian peace
agreement.

We all condemn the brutality perpetrated
against innocent civilians in Bosnia, but Presi-
dent Clinton has yet to clearly explain to the
American people what direct United States in-
terest is at stake that warrants risking the lives
of our servicemen and women. And, had none
of our soldiers already arrived in Bosnia, I
would stand here before you and argue that,
without the full support of the American people
behind sending United States troops to
Bosnia, one lost life is one too many.

Let us not forget that, although the United
States is attempting to be neutral as this
peace goes forward, the United States was
heavily involved in the NATO airstrikes that
debilitated Serbian forces and led them to take
a seat at the negotiating table. How can we be
sure that American forces will not be targeted
for retaliation by angry Serbians? Moreover,
any attempt on our part to arm and train the
Bosnian Moslems in preparation for our depar-
ture would directly contradict our spoken neu-
trality and put our troops at a much greater
risk than that which they already face.

If our purpose in policing this peace agree-
ment is to allow for the rebuilding of Bosnia,
how can we put an arbitrary time limit of one
year on United States occupation? This will
accomplish little more than the unnecessary
and unjustified loss of American lives, and
could very well lead to a resumption of fighting
once our troops are withdrawn. The ethnic and
religious hatreds, in Bosnia have caused civil
war and bloodshed for over 500 years. Ending
this bloodshed would require an occupation
force of unlimited duration, not merely 12
months. And, the argument that the war would
spread to other parts of Europe without United
States involvement does not carry much
weight in my eyes, for how much has it spread
over the past 4 years?

Congress has already voiced its overwhelm-
ing opposition to putting American ground
troops in Bosnia by passing legislation that
prohibits sending United States forces abroad
unless Congress approves the appropriate
funds for the operation.

However, the President has decided to send
20,000 servicemen and women to Bosnia over
the objections of both Congress and the
American people. We have a responsibility, a
moral obligation, to support our Armed Forces
in order to ensure that we in no way under-
mine their efforts but hopefully expedite their
safe return home. We must offer unwavering
support to the men and women of our United
States forces, the greatest military in the
world. Anything less on our part risks damag-
ing the morale of our soldiers and, as we all
know, strong unwielding morale is essential to
unit coherence and success.

My colleagues, in closing, let me say that
any of us can oppose the President’s decision,
as I most certainly do, but all of us must sup-
port the mission of our American forces.
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Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Mis-
souri, the Honorable IKE SKELTON, co-
author of this amendment, who is well
respected in this body.

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it has
been said the more emotion, the less
reason. Emotion reigns. The cry is,
stop the bloodshed. Fine. But it should
be done right, not in a way that defies
common sense and puts our troops at a
high and unacceptable risk.

On November 11 I set forth eight con-
ditions under which American forces
could go to Bosnia. Two of those condi-
tions have not been met by the U.S.
policy.

One, there is no clear and under-
standable exit plan or policy. This
gives me great concern that we could
find ourselves stuck like flies stuck to
flypaper. Second, the United States has
formally guaranteed to arm and train
the Bosnian Moslems. The United
States has formally agreed to coordi-
nate the arming and the training of
these Moslem forces. This policy defies
common sense, because it will cause
U.S. troops to be viewed as favoring
one side over the other. It will destroy
our impartiality and puts our troops in
danger.
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The Americans will be seen as the

enemy by the Serbs; the Moslems will
expect a wink and a favor, and when
they do not get it, they will be angry.
This policy causes our troops to be-
come targets of anger and vengeance.
This policy of arming and training
Bosnian Moslems, even though through
a third party but guaranteed and su-
pervised by us, concerns me.

There are three points to be consid-
ered. First, already there exits a parity
between the warring factions, the
Serbs on the one hand and the Croat-
Moslem federation on the other. Note
the recent battlefield successes by the
federation.

Secondly, our allies and our military
leaders in this country are not in favor
of arming and training the Moslem
forces. The French and British in par-
ticular are against it.

In order to have peacekeeping work,
there must be trust. Trust of the
former belligerents, of the impartiality
of the peacekeepers. This trust and
confidence will not exist so long as our
government pursues the policy of su-
pervising the arming and training of
the Moslems. The U.S. field manual re-
garding peacekeeping states peace-
keeping requires an impartial even-
handed approach. I have raised this
issue with the President.

Mr. Speaker, we are sending our
troops into Bosnia and putting them
into an atmosphere of hostility. Ser-
bian President Milosevic told the gen-
tleman from Minnesota [Mr. RAMSTAD]
and the gentlewoman from Missouri
[Mrs. DANNER] the following: ‘‘Provi-
sions to equip and train Bosnian Mus-
lims are not part of the Dayton agree-
ments. Such an effort would not be
evenhanded and would be a mistake for
the U.S.’’ He went on to say, ‘‘I would
ask the U.S. to reconsider the equip
and train effort, as it will have no posi-
tive effect and be a waste of money. It
will establish the wrong psychology in
the area, preparing for war instead of
preparing for peace.’’

Mr. Speaker, the only resolution be-
fore us to address this issue of the
United States arming and training the
Moslems is the Buyer-Skelton meas-
ure. It calls for the United States, in
all respects, to be impartial. This
present U.S. policy is placing our sol-
diers into the snake pit of the Balkans
and angering half of the snakes. Our
troops deserve to be put in an atmos-
phere that they expect, that of impar-
tiality, as evenhanded peacekeepers; an
atmosphere where all the warring sides
will see the soldiers wearing American
flags as truly impartial, where the war-
ring sides will not see Americans as en-
emies and put targets on their backs.

Mr. Speaker, this policy is putting
the American corporal, who is trying
to settle a problem between a Serb sol-
dier and a Moslem soldier, in an impos-
sible and dangerous position. I urge a
strong vote for the Buyer-Skelton
measure.

Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
Colorado [Mr. SKAGGS].

Mr SKAGGS. Mr. Speaker, tonight
this House faces a choice. We can
choose to support the President of the
United States in his decision to help
end the tragic war in Bosnia, in his de-
cision to act with our NATO allies to
stop the killing in Europe for the third
time in this century, in his decision to
nurture a peace that, without question,
will be fraught with its own risks and
dangers. Or, we can choose to desert
the President at this time of challenge
to American leadership, to seek moral
comfort for this country in the failure
of Europeans to end the slaughter, to
watch the war resume, content that
the vital interests of the United States
might, this time, escape the blight of
war in Europe. As between a problem-
atic peace and a horrific war, I choose
to support the President’s courageous
work for peace.

Mr Speaker, 10 days ago, in Sarajevo,
with the gentleman from Indiana and
13 others, we encountered a moving
scene outside the presidential palace in
Sarajevo. The long-suffering people
there, tears flowing from the eyes of an
older woman who had lost her son in
the war, pleaded with us that only
America could solve this disaster. It
was a poignant reminder that this is
not a problem that can be solved by
Europeans without American leader-
ship.

At lunch the next day, with Army
troopers in Germany, another poignant
reminder, as I listened to one young
Army Specialist who told me he had
taken his Thanksgiving leave to visit
Dachau. And he said, ‘‘Congressman, if
this country has the power to prevent
that from happening again, we must do
what we can.’’ Another reminder of an
earlier problem that could not be
solved by the Europeans without Amer-
ican leadership.

So, Mr. Speaker, it is important to
remember that this is not just about
Bosnia. Other actors around the world
are watching these events and will be
taking their cue. If leaders of dispos-
sessed ethnic groups elsewhere in Eu-
rope and in the new states of the So-
viet Union see the international com-
munity unable to act effectively here,
they may well challenge the com-
promises that have been worked out in
their states and, eventually, we may
lose much of what we had won in the
Cold War.

This President has shown courage for
taking on this difficult responsibility
in the face of political risks and public
opposition. A vote for this resolution
to oppose this mission will only serve
to encourage both the enemies of peace
in Bosnia and the enemies of United
States leadership in the pursuit of a de-
cent international order.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from California. [Mr.
GALLEGLY].

(Mr. GALLEGLY asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, I
stand in strong support of the Buyer-
Skelton resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the Buyer/
Skelton resolution regarding the deployment of
U.S. ground forces to Bosnia. I am concerned,
however, that this resolution could provide a
blank check for the further deployment of U.S.
forces beyond the 20,000 we have been told
are being sent.

It should come as no surprise to you that I
share the strong skepticism and opposition of
many of my Colleagues with respect to the
commitment of United States ground forces to
Bosnia. I voted for the Dornan resolution be-
cause I felt that the most emphatic way to ex-
press my opposition to the President’s deci-
sion was to deny any funding for sending our
troops to Bosnia before they actually began
arriving in that country.

I believe the Buyer-Skelton resolution is ac-
ceptable because it does express our opposi-
tion to the President’s decision while at the
same time saying that the House will support
the troops once they are deployed.

Even the Hamilton resolution can be accept-
able because it goes directly to the issue of
supporting our troops whether we agreed with
the President or his decision or not.

I do not share our Commander in Chief’s
position. However, I do appreciate the di-
lemma he faces as a full partner in the NATO
alliance and the responsibilities which come
with that partnership.

While I agree with the President’s claim that
we have an interest in the future of Bosnia, I
see absolutely no vital national security inter-
est, domestic or military, being served by
sending American troops into this hostile and
volatile place.

Make no mistake, our troops, which will be
heavily armed and expertly trained, are not
going into Bosnia to keep the peace. They are
going in to enforce the peace. And the act of
enforcement often comes at a price. This de-
ployment is especially dangerous because
many Serbs will see our troops as being there,
not as impartial arbiters, but as protectors of
the Muslims.

Mr. Speaker we are at the point where the
deployment of U.S. ground forces is a fait
accompli. Nevertheless, it is our duty to the
citizens of this nation to express our views on
this matter and my view is that we should not
be sending our troops to Bosnia.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from California [Mr. DOR-
NAN].

(Mr. DORNAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DORAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of my friends, the gen-
tleman from Missouri, IKE SKELTON,
and the gentleman from Indiana, Major
BUYER. And for me, obviously, I sup-
port the troops and I will be there with
them at Christmas. Join me.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from New
York [Ms. MOLINARI] who accompanied
me on a trip to the Balkans.

Ms. MOLINARI. Mr. Speaker, I sup-
port this resolution very clearly, be-
cause it does clearly state our opposi-
tion to the policy that has brought us
here today.
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This is a policy which began with an

unfair, uneven arms embargo that left
a people crippled, at war. It continued
with a policy that reneged on the
threats of air strikes to stop an aggres-
sor waging war against civilians, and it
has become a policy that allows the
most vicious of war criminals to re-
main in the region with our troops in
harm’s way.

Nevertheless, despite Congress’ prior
stands against this policy, our troops
will be in the region within a week. So
tonight we are not only reiterating our
opposition to that flawed policy that
brought us here; we are also saying to
our troops, Godspeed with your mis-
sion. It is a terrible policy, but it is a
noble mission that may bring peace to
a region that has not known peace and
hope to a people afraid now to hope.

But, Mr. President, we are also say-
ing in this resolution that we will be
watching to make certain that every-
thing possible is being done to ensure
the safety of our troops and to see that
the civilian side of rebuilding stays on
course. So, you see, since there is noth-
ing Congress can do to change the
President’s course, I think we have an
obligation to make sure that our
troops are not caught in the middle of
two wars, one in Bosnia and one in
Washington; and I believe that the
Buyer resolution, as opposed to the
other resolutions, fulfills that.

Last and most importantly, this res-
olution clearly states to our troops
that regardless of our position on pol-
icy or on mission, that we are with
them; that we are proud of them; that
we are cheering for them; and that we
are praying for them.

Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
Illinois [Mr. POSHARD].

Mr. POSHARD. Mr. Speaker, I had
three serious questions I needed an-
swered when I went to the Balkans 2
weeks ago. Do the people, including the
leadership of Bosnia, Serbia, and Cro-
atia, really want peace? Has our mili-
tary mission been planned to minimize
every possible risk to our men and
women who are going there? And is
this mission, this policy, the right
thing for America?

I felt strongly the first two questions
were answered affirmatively, but it is
the third question, the question of pol-
icy, which I want to address. And it
was on the streets of Sarajevo that the
rightness of this policy became clear to
me.

A crowd gathered around us in the
street in front of the President’s office;
an elderly lady in tears, pouring out
her heart, was telling us of her whole
family being killed, of the babies in the
building where she lived being killed
by mortars.

In the anguish of an elderly man,
standing not far from her, came these
words. He said, ‘‘Do you not understand
that only America can ensure the
peace? Only if America comes will we
have peace. We trust America.’’

Mr. Speaker, I was an 18-year-old kid
in Korea, 32 years ago, 12 years after

the war, with the First Cav Division
keeping the peace in Korea. I remem-
ber walking around the streets of
Munsani and Yongigo, and the Korean
people coming up to us and saying,
‘‘Thank you for being here. If not for
America, we would have no peace.’’ I
remember understanding very clearly
then what America meant to people
who want peace and freedom.

For the past 32 years, I have intellec-
tualized the role of America in the
world. I voted on authorizations and
appropriations for foreign policy and
military policy, but not until the
streets of Sarajevo was I reminded
again of what America means to people
who are without hope.

Why did they say that only America
can ensure the peace? Why did they
say, standing there in the midst of
ruins, knowing that 250,000 of their peo-
ple were killed, that 2 million were
homeless, why did they say they trust
America?

What do they trust? Our superior
military forces? Yes. Our leadership of
the free world? Yes. Our democratic in-
stitutions? Yes. But more than that,
they trust the experience of America.
They trust the history of America,
which no other country can match.

Look around this Chamber. We have
come to this country from every nation
in the world, from every background,
every ethnic, every religious, every ra-
cial background.

b 2100

And we have shown the world that we
can live together in brotherhood, toler-
ating our differences and finding com-
mon ground, rather than battle-
grounds, upon which to build.

We have chosen to live together, to
overcome our differences, and they
know that. If we, among all nations,
cannot send one division among all the
divisions we have in Europe to Bosnia
to enforce a peace, to give people a
chance to live again with one another,
then what Nation will stand in our
stead? What nation will give others the
hope that only America can give?

If we think people, given the chance
in Sarajevo, cannot live together in
peace and overcome the forces of hate
which inflame passions of ethnic and
religious pride, then I tell my col-
leagues, look at Belfast, look at the
Middle East. We cannot go to Sarajevo
and fail to understand the faith that
people have in the experiment and the
experience that is America.

Mr. Speaker, the tears of that grand-
mother on the streets of Sarajevo are
the tears of every grandmother for all
time who has lost her son or daughter
to wars of injustice. But they are only,
in part, tears of regret. They are also
tears of hope that at some time in the
future someone else’s grandson or
granddaughter will be walking down
the streets of Sarajevo glad that years
ago America came and peace came
with her. Oppose this resolution.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self 15 seconds to respond to the last

speaker. I would say that foreign pol-
icy must be guided by our heads, not
our hearts.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Illinois [Mr. EVANS] in the spirit of bi-
partisanship that brings the Buyer-
Skelton amendment.

(Mr. EVANS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I oppose
sending ground troops to Bosnia and
support this resolution and hope that
my colleagues will also.

Mr. Speaker, I oppose the decision to send
ground forces to Bosnia because it will put our
soldiers in the middle of an ethnic powderkeg
that could explode again at any moment.

Neither the Dayton Agreement nor military
force can erase the centuries of ethnic unrest
and dissension that has fueled this conflict.
This hatred will not cease. Even as the war-
ring parties prepare for the implementation of
the agreement, different factions have burned
and looted property that will be turned back to
their opponents. Can we expect the peace to
last considering this level of animosity or the
history of the region?

This leads me to believe that this agreement
will unravel. If it does, our soldiers will be in
the middle of the conflict. But even if it does
last, this operation is a risky proposition. Our
soldiers will face the dangers posed by some
6 million landmines, many of them scattered
indiscriminately throughout the unforgiving ter-
rain of the region. And numerous armed ter-
rorist groups, who may not be easily controlled
by the signers of the agreement, may attack
our forces for their own political gains.

Considering the history of the region and
the many threats our soldiers face, I cannot
support this mission. I urge my colleagues to
vote for the resolution.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute and 20 seconds to the gen-
tleman from Michigan [Mr. CHRYSLER].

Mr. CHRYSLER. Mr. Speaker, I was
told today that the reason the Presi-
dent is sending troops to Bosnia is to
‘‘break the cycle of violence.’’ This,
alone, is not an acceptable reason to
risk the lives of young Americans.

Four conditions must be met before
we commit United States ground
troops anywhere: First, there must be
a vital national interest at stake. Mr.
Speaker, there is no vital national in-
terest at stake in Bosnia. Second, there
must be a clear mission and a reason-
able change of success Mr. Speaker,
there is no clear mission and no rea-
sonable chance of success. Third, there
must be a clear exit strategy. Mr.
Speaker, a time line to withdraw be-
fore the next election is not an exit
strategy.

Fourth, and most importantly, we
must have the support of the American
people, whose husbands, wives, sons,
and daughters are asked to sacrifice
their lives to achieve the mission.

Mr. Speaker, I have listened to the
debate this evening and I have heard
not one member of Congress even pre-
tend that the American people support
this deployment.

During this season of peace on earth
and good will towards men, I can un-
derstand the desire to bring peace to a
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war torn nation. However, Mr. Speak-
er, I have two sons in their twenties
and a daughter who just turned 18. I
would not send them to die in the
snows of Bosnia in support of this pol-
icy, and therefore I cannot, in good
conscience, support asking other par-
ents to do so.

Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from California [Ms. HARMAN].

(Ms. HARMAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, like the
majority of my colleagues, I wish that
our Bosnia policy had been focused and
clear 4 years ago, before a quarter of a
million people died and 3 million more
became refugees.

Mr. Speaker, two presidents hesi-
tated and the results were an arms em-
bargo that ratified arms imbalance, a
hobbled U.N., and a belated bombing
campaign. Another Holocaust was oc-
curring, but the world held back.

Time and again the Congress warned
the President, and I did too. ‘‘Lift the
arms embargo,’’ we said. ‘‘Do not make
a commitment of troops a precondition
to peace,’’ we said, but he chose other-
wise. Now, the options are fewer, but I
am clear on what course is morally
correct. We must support peace.

The Dayton accord, though far from
perfect, is the last option for peace in
an exhausted region. I too was there
last weekend and Sarajevo broke my
heart. I gave my word to General Bill
Crouch, Commander of the U.S. Army
in Europe, to Admiral Layton ‘‘Snuffy’’
Smith, Commander of the NATO oper-
ation, and to Corporal Patricia Villa,
Sergeant Marie LaRue, and Private
First Class Don Bradley, all of Califor-
nia, that I would vote to support them.

Mr. Speaker, I cannot vote for a reso-
lution that sends a confused message. I
cannot vote for a resolution that pre-
vents a separate effort to achieve mili-
tary parity so the future aggression
will be deterred.

I would prefer a more just peace, but
it is not available. This is the peace we
can achieve, and it is unpardonable to
let it pass by.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Florida
[Mr. FOLEY].

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I am di-
recting this to those Americans who
are watching. I want to clear up what
this debate is about. Is it about Ameri-
ca’s leadership? Absolutely not. Our
leadership brought the warring fac-
tions of this evil war to Dayton in an
attempt to resolve their differences,
but diplomacy does not include sending
American troops.
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman must address his remarks to
the Chair, and not to people watching
on television. The gentleman may pro-
ceed.

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, diplomacy
does not include sending American
troops—our finest men and women—

into danger. Deployment of troops re-
lates to national security and I don’t
believe a national security risk exists
in the Balkans.

To be the leader of the free world
does not require our troops to face a
brutal winter in a war zone that is lit-
tered with as many as 6 million land
mines.

Is it about supporting our troops—
NO. I will not, nor should one Member
of this Congress, allow our troops to be
left to hang out to dry. I will fight to
ensure that we have no more tragedies
like Somalia.

This deployment is a 2-year-old
promise that the administration made,
and I believe it has made our troops a
bargaining chip in the negotiations.

I oppose sending Americans to Bosnia
and urge my colleagues to do the same.

Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
Wisconsin [Mr. OBEY].

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, if NATO had
acted and punished Serbian aggression
when it first occurred 4 years ago, we
would not be here tonight; the West
would not have repeated the mistakes
of Munich; and, more than 200,000 peo-
ple would not have died.

After almost 4 years of NATO drift,
Croatian military success and NATO
bombing of Serbian forces have enabled
the Clinton administration to stop the
killing and negotiate a peace. I stead-
fastly opposed the use of American
ground forces there during the wartime
situation, but our troops and our allies’
troops are now going to police a peace.

Mr. Speaker, if they go under the
Buyer approach, we will be sending a
signal of uncertainty that will in my
view increase the risk of attack on our
troops by those who read congressional
opposition as a signal that if they just
kill a few Americans, we will pull the
plug, just as we did in Somalia.

If my colleagues vote for Buyer, it
seems to me they logically should have
voted for Dornan in order to prevent
the financing of the operation in the
first place.

Mr. Speaker, I would urge my col-
leagues to lay down that uncertain
trumpet and pass the Hamilton amend-
ment clean without Buyer. Send a
clear message that we will leave no
doubt about the strength of our re-
solve.

Mr. Speaker, but by the grace of God,
our souls at birth could have been in-
fused into a body born in Bosnia rather
than one born on American soil. Only
an accident of birth makes us lucky
enough to live out our lives as Ameri-
cans.

Now our troops are going to make
peace, not war in an act of mercy to-
ward many of our fellow human beings
on this globe. Do our duty tonight. It
may not be popular, but it will be right
and it will make our troops safer.

Support Hamilton clean, defeat
Buyer. That is the best way to help our
troops.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the

gentleman from Kansas [Mr.
BROWNBACK].

(Mr. BROWNBACK asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in support of the Buyer bill, sup-
porting the troops, opposing the Presi-
dent’s policy.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts [Mr. BLUTE].

Mr. BLUTE. Mr. Speaker, we all have
concerns and trepidations about the
President’s ill-defined policy in that
war-torn part of the world. But we have
had two votes in this House that sent
an unequivocal message on where we
stand on that issue.

Mr. Speaker, it seems to me tonight
we are way beyond that now, and for
those of us who believe that the Presi-
dent has the constitutional authority
to deploy these troops, and who oppose
the War Powers Act as unconstitu-
tional and abrogating the President’s
power, we must support the Buyer-
Skelton resolution.

We must recognize that as we speak
tonight, the planes are landing, the
troops are on the ground, and many
thousands more are en route. Young
Americans in harm’s way. Regardless
of our criticism of this policy, it is
time tonight to rally behind our troops
and send them and any potential adver-
sary, the message that we stand behind
them 100 percent and the Congress of
the United States is behind them in
their mission.

Vote for Buyer-Skelton and vote for
our young men and women in Bosnia.

Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
Massachusetts [Mr. OLVER].

(Mr. OLVER asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLVER. Mr. Speaker, for 4 years,
Americans have seen in CNN detail the
concentration camps and the ethnic
cleansing and the systematic slaughter
of civilians. Who dares forget the mass
slaughter of the males in Srebrenica,
thousands of men and boys, when that
U.S.-designated safe haven, swelled
with refugees, was overrun by the
Bosnia Serbs, all because the United
Nations proved that it could not and
would not stop the genocide.

Events have shown that the United
States is the only power in the world
that can stop such crimes. To secure
peace, President Clinton has coura-
geously put himself and America’s con-
science on the line. America led NATO
to stop the war, America led the nego-
tiations for peace, and now America
must lead NATO in securing the peace
so that wounds can heal and justice
can evolve.

The United States wields such power
morally as well as militarily because of
how the world perceives us. As has
been eloquently written, America is
seen as a ‘‘good and tolerant country; a
country that leaves people alone, but
does not leave evil alone; a country
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that will find the courage to act where
the courage to act is wanting. We are
not the world’s policeman, but we are
not the world’s innocent bystander. To
do nothing about Bosnia would steal
the meaning from the American vic-
tory in the cold war.’’

In the year that NATO will be in
Bosnia, boundaries will be secured,
warring factions separated, and 2 mil-
lion refugees who want to return to
their homes will be secured in their re-
turn.

Those are NATO’s purposes. But the
purpose of America’s presence and par-
ticipation with NATO is stability in
Europe and peace in Bosnia to give
Bosnia the opportunity to become
again the multireligious, multicultural
society that this tragic manufactured
war was designed to destroy.

Mr. Speaker, there was a wonderful
photo in the New York Times this past
Sunday. Mr. Speaker, 3,000 Sarajevans,
Bosnians of Catholic and Moslem and
Orthodox faith, demonstrating in unity
to show that after all the suffering and
horror of 4 years, the idea of a
multiethnic, multireligious Bosnia has
survived.

The ultimate test for peace is wheth-
er Bosnians will use wisely the oppor-
tunity provided by the 1-year NATO
mission to grow those 3,000 to 30,000 to
300,000 and beyond in rebuilding
Bosnia. This is our time to act.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
defeat the Buyer resolution and to pass
the Hamilton resolution.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, may I in-
quire as to how much time I have left?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Indiana [Mr. BUYER] has
18 minutes and 10 seconds, and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr.
TORRICELLI] has 121⁄2 minutes.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida [Mrs. FOWLER].

(Mrs. FOWLER asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. FOWLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the Buyer-Skelton
resolution.

I have long opposed the deployment
of United States troops to Bosnia. I
have twice voted against such a deploy-
ment, and have written the President,
urging him not to send troops.

I believe that our Nation’s interests
in Bosnia are important. I have sup-
ported the involvement of our sea and
air forces, our intelligence and logis-
tics assets, and our most diligent diplo-
matic efforts. But I have never felt our
interests were so vital that they war-
ranted putting our ground troops at
risk.

Accordingly, I voted for the Dornan
measure to oppose the provision of
funds to carry out this mission.

However, while I supported the Dor-
nan legislation, I recognize that the
President will disregard it. Thus, I will
also vote for the Buyer-Skelton resolu-
tion. If our troops are going to go—and
there is no doubt that they will—the

first are already there they should be
certain of our commitment to ensure
they have every resource necessary to
accomplish their mission.

I urge the House to support this
measure.
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Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1

minute to the gentleman from South
Carolina [Mr. SPENCE], chairman of the
Committee on National Security.

(Mr. SPENCE asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Speaker, I have
heard Members say on the floor this
evening that we should support peace.
When I think back, we have supported
peace all over this world in recent
times. We supported peace in Lebanon,
in Somalia. We had people killed in
both places because of it. We withdrew.

It is easy for Members to get up here
and say that they have concern for peo-
ple who are being killed in other places
throughout the world. Somehow or an-
other they divorce that from the kill-
ing of our own people in the process.
Mr. Speaker, I do not represent those
people in Bosnia. I represent people
back here. The lives of our people are
more important than the others. It just
comes down to that.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Nebraska [Mr.
BARRETT].

(Mr. BARRETT of Nebraska asked
and was given permission to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARRETT of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in strong support of the Buyer-Skeleton
resolution.

Bosnia, a name, that up until a few years
ago, was rarely mentioned on the House floor,
and most of us probably couldn’t have found
it on a map. Yet, today, U.S. troops are going
there to help make sure it continues to exist
because it has suddenly become in our na-
tional security interest to do so.

None of use who’ve searched our hearts
can say that there haven’t been crimes
against humanity in Bosnia. None of us want
to see those crimes ever happen again.

The President has decided that committing
the United States and our NATO allies will put
a stop to the slaughter of innocent Bosnians.
Perhaps, but for how long?

However, when committing a democratic
government, such as ours, to a policy, Con-
gress too has to show a commitment. In the
last Congress, we urged the President to lift
the arms embargo. In this Congress, we’ve
told the President on several occasions not to
send ground troops unless he gets our ap-
proval first. Yet, the President took no action
on the embargo and ignored us regarding the
troops.

We’re being asked now to support this pol-
icy because the troops are on their way to
Bosnia.

This begs the question: Can we support the
troops knowing that the policy they, and we,
are being asked to uphold is wrong? Can a
civil war that has been raging for centuries be
cured by a 1-year stay of foreign forces?

The White House has claimed the President
is showing leadership, that as the leader of

NATO we, as a nation, must also show lead-
ership, that as the only remaining world’s su-
perpower, we must show leadership.

But, is being lead into a swamp with no
clear path out leadership? Will NATO remain
intact when this policy fails? Will the world
question our leadership even more when we
pull out and Bosnia resumes its bloody civil
and ethnic war?

Our troops could end up paying the price of
our leadership with their lives. Our troops must
understand that we will support them, as
we’ve always done, but that we have no con-
fidence in the President’s policy that put them
there. This message must be made crystal
clear to the President and our troops.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the distinguished gentleman
from Mississippi [Mr. Montgomery], a
very respected Member of this institu-
tion.

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in support of the bipartisan Buyer-
Skelton resolution that expresses oppo-
sition to the President’s policy to de-
ploy 20,000 members of the United
States Armed Forces to Bosnia.

Mr. Speaker, I do not support putting
American forces on the ground but
since the deployment has begun, I
agree with the Buyer provisions that
say that the President and Secretary of
Defense shall rely on the judgment of
the United States commander in
Bosnia.

This resolution, Mr. Speaker, makes
it very clear that despite our opposi-
tion to the President’s mission, we
stand behind the brave men and women
who serve in Bosnia and, also, God
bless these great Americans.

I point out to this group tonight,
they are all volunteers and they are
serving under the American flag.

Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Michigan, [Mr. Levin].

(Mr. LEVIN asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, if I might,
let me share what I learned in Bosnia.
First, Dayton is a declaration of peace,
not war. Second, there are serious self-
interests on the part of all the three
parties. The Dayton agreement was
reached but not primarily made in
America. For each of those parties,
there is a clear self-interest.

Third, the U.S. military is supported.
As one general said to us, we can do
the job. It is a task defined, limited
and achievable, and they have author-
ity to take whatever force is necessary
to protect our troops.

If Members vote to reject Dayton,
what they are saying is not only no to
the Commander in Chief but no to the
military leadership of our nation. They
helped draft this plan.

There is some risk in peace. There is
also risk in renewed war, the risk of a
renewed war in Europe spilling over be-
yond Bosnia and the renewed risk of
genocide.

I would like to say to my friend from
Indiana, yes, we have to make policy
with our heads, hard-headed ways.
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Americans also have a heart, and the
prospect of renewed genocide is some-
thing that should not be ignored.

Finally, I want to say there is an exit
strategy. It is very clear. If the parties
who have chosen peace continue on
that path, we will help them. If they
choose to renew war, we are going to
get out and get out fast.

I urge support of Hamilton and that
we vote against Buyer.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Maine [Mr. LONGLEY] a
comrade of mine from the Gulf war.

(Mr. LONGLEY asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LONGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
opposition to the President’s policies
and in support of the troops.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Mary-
land [Mr. GILCHREST].

Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in support of the Buyer-Skelton resolu-
tion. This is not a Tonkin Gulf resolu-
tion. The situation we are debating
here is not about Beirut. It is not about
Somalia. It is not about Haiti.

There are risks in this policy of our
intervention. There are profound un-
knowns. Does the military, and this is
the question we need to ask, have the
force necessary to meet those risks, to
meet those unknowns? We want to
make sure that they do. Is there a
chance in this situation for a profound
change in a positive way in this world
as a result of our efforts? The answer
should be yes, can be yes, must be yes.

The policy up to this point, in my
judgment, has been haphazard and in-
decisive. The Buyer-Skelton resolution
allows us from this point on to be deci-
sive, clear. And as we go through this
dark tunnel together, let us all hold
this torch high to light the way and
chase away the demons.

Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Connecticut [Mrs. KENNELLY].

Mrs. KENNELLY. Mr. Speaker, to-
night we are at a very important point
in the history of the United States of
America, the point that many would
not have chosen to come upon. But now
is that moment and we must involve
ourselves. Why?

Mr. Speaker, yesterday in this Cham-
ber, Shimon Peres, Israel’s prime min-
ister, appealed for American leadership
in the world. Today, as we debate the
appropriate use of American power in
bringing an end to 4 years of bloodshed
and suffering in Bosnia, we would do
well to remember the prime minister’s
words. ‘‘You cannot escape that which
America alone can do,’’ he said.
‘‘America alone can keep the world
free . . .’’

We are, as is frequently observed, the
world’s only superpower. We possess a
potent combination of military and
moral authority. But possession is not
enough: we must also exercise our au-
thority when the occasion demands it.
This administration has done that.

American leadership brought the
warring parties to the peace table, and
American leadership must ensure that
this peace process survives. Failure to
lead would guarantee the continu-
ation—even the expansion of blood-
shed. It would endanger the future of
NATO, an organization that has
brought nearly four decades of peace to
Europe.

But perhaps worst, failure to lead
would undercut our reputation for
steadfastness in the pursuit of peace
throughout the world. It would signal
that we shrink from our responsibil-
ities, instead of shouldering the bur-
dens that accompany leadership.

We must demand more of ourselves.
As President Clinton said, ‘‘We cannot
stop all war for all time; but we can
stop some wars. We cannot save all
women and all children; but we can
save many of them. We can’t do every-
thing; but we must do what we can.’’

In the three wars that shaped this
century—World War I, World War II,
and the cold war—America achieved
victory because we were willing to ex-
ercise leadership. Now we have another
opportunity to lead—this time to shape
the peace that will govern the next
century. I urge my colleagues to shoul-
der this responsibility and seize this
opportunity. I will oppose the Buyer
resolution which does not support this
opportunity to preserve a lasting
peace. I urge my colleagues to support
the Hamilton resolution and ensure
that peace will remain in Bosnia.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BUNNING of Kentucky). The Chair
would advise that the gentleman from
Indiana [Mr. BUYER] has 14 minutes
and 10 seconds remaining, and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr.
TORRICELLI] has 81⁄2 minutes remaining.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania [Mr. FOX].

Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in support of the Buyer-Skel-
ton resolution which recognizes the
fact that the American public still has
reservations about the President’s pol-
icy in Bosnia but wholeheartedly sup-
ports our troops who are there. There
are serious reservations about what the
precise mission of our forces is, what
are the specific rules of engagement,
what will happen when NATO forces
leave and what is our national interest
there. While questions remain regard-
ing these questions I have raised, we
support our troops, our sons and daugh-
ters that have been sent to Bosnia. We
completely back them to make sure
that they have equipment, the re-
sources and tools that they need. We
need to make sure we protect them so
that the mission will be speedily and
successfully handled.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I hope and pray
that we will soon see a permanent end
to the hostilities and atrocities, relief
for the war’s victims, justice at the
war crimes tribunal, and the safe and
speedy return of our brave soldiers.
Support Buyer-Skelton.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Florida
[Mr. MCCOLLUM], former naval com-
mander.

Mr. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
tonight in very strong support of the
Buyer resolution. I think it is very
clear, despite the opposition of many of
us, that the President is going to put
the troops in Bosnia and that the votes
today are not here to avoid that hap-
pening.

I want to join with my colleagues in
supporting our men and women in uni-
form over there. I believe while they
are there we owe them that obligation.
But that in no measure means that I,
nor many of you, believe they should
be there. It is a very dangerous and I
think highly inappropriate use of mili-
tary force. It is dangerous because our
troops on the ground in Bosnia are
going to be the subject and targets of
radical Moslem terrorists who have an-
other agenda, and it is inappropriate
because there is no vital United States
military interest there.

We cannot afford to be the policemen
of the world. And there is no realistic
expectation that when our troops
leave, there will not be a resumption of
the civil war over there. I believe in
supporting our men and women, but I
simply cannot condone nor support the
operation that is going on over there. I
think the Buyer resolution strikes the
right balance under the circumstances
tonight. I strongly support it.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Indiana
[Mr. BURTON], prospective and former
Army sergeant.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, observation. Our troops are going
and there is nothing we are going to be
able to do about it. One of the things
that concerns me is that we do not
profit from history.

We went into Beirut and we lost 241
Marines blown all to heck, trying to
solve their problems that are of an age-
old nature. We went into Somalia and
got involved in a civil conflict there
and guys driving around on pickup
trucks with machine guns in the back
drove us out of there. Aideed, the ty-
rant, the tribal leader, is still in power
over there and we spent hundreds of
millions of dollars. And we pulled out
and we did not solve that problem.

And now we are going into a quag-
mire much greater than either one of
those, believing that we are going to
solve those problems. We are not going
to solve those problems. A year from
now we will probably pull out and the
war will go on and people will continue
to die and we will have lost a lot of
young men and women unnecessarily.

So tonight all I want to say, because
this is a fait accompli, is God bless
those soldiers and God bless their par-
ents and loved ones.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Illinois
[Mr. LAHOOD].

(Mr. LAHOOD asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. LaHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today to speak on the president’s plan
to deploy United States troops to
Bosnia.

While I am opposed to sending troops
to enforce a fragile peace in a region
plagued by war and mired in ethnic
conflict, I do want to be clear that I am
fully supportive of the troops that will
be on the ground.

I believe, Mr. Speaker, that the
troops on the ground need and deserve
our full support, so that as they head
into harm’s way they will have the as-
surance that the thoughts of those at
home are with them.

Offering support for the troops, how-
ever, does not mean that Congress has
no role in the troop deployment or is
relinquishing its role in the area of for-
eign policy.

Mr. SPEAKER. I would also like to
mention that my constituent, Sgt.
Mathew Chipman, of Beardstown, IL,
was one of the first army personnel to
set foot on Bosnian soil.

His picture was in the front page of
every newspaper in the country.

Sgt. Chipman is a long time veteran
of the army with many years of serv-
ice. Mr. Speaker, I am very proud of
Sgt. Chipman and his family. He will
be in our thoughts and prayers.

Indeed, Congress does have a role in for-
eign policy. At the very least. It is incumbent
on the President to come before both Houses
of Congress and present his plan on deploying
troops to the former Yugoslavia, as well as his
plan defining the mission and exit strategy for
those troops.

Historically, before committing large num-
bers of U.S. troops to crisis areas overseas, it
has been customary for the President to seek
the consent of Congress before initiating a de-
ployment of military forces.

In this case, the President has not sought
approval of Congress for his actions, yet, the
President intends to fly to Paris today for the
purpose of signing a treaty that will obligate
over 20,000 troops for operations in Bosnia.

If the President, with or without Congres-
sional approval, intends to place American
troops in harm’s way—and it appears that this
is what he intends to do—then I urge the
President, in consultation with Congress, to ar-
ticulate a clear mission statement and to de-
fine an achievable exit strategy.

Our troops on the ground need to know pre-
cisely what it is that they are being asked to
do—and Congress deserves a role in making
that determination.

Mr BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Georgia,
[Mr. CHAMBLISS], a member of the Com-
mittee on National Security.

(Mr. CHAMBLISS asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. Speaker, this
has been a very difficult decision that
we have had to deal with, the deploy-
ment of troops to Bosnia. I, along with
the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr.
SKELTON], and the gentleman from In-
diana [Mr. BUYER], have sat in the
Committee on National Security over
the last several weeks and we have
asked very serious questions of the ad-
ministration.

Those are the same questions that
have been alluded to by Mr. SKELTON
earlier. Those questions simply have
not been answered. I voted in favor of
the Dornan amendment earlier. That
vote by me in favor of the Dornan
amendment was a statement. It was a
statement that, Mr. President, you
have not provided the information sat-
isfactory to this Congress to authorize
this Congress to vote in favor of de-
ploying troops to Bosnia.
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In spite of that, that decision has
been made. That decision is behind us
now, as the gentleman from Indiana,
[Mr. BURTON], just said. It is time now
to move on. When we move on, we must
leave this House, leaving nothing
unturned, but giving our unconditional
support to the troops, the brave men
and women in Bosnia. The Buyer-Skel-
ton resolution does that. I urge support
of that resolution.

Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
California [Ms. PELOSI].

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me time.

Mr. Speaker, 50 years ago when the
reality of the holocaust came to light,
people of conscience said never again
to ethnic cleansing and to genocide.
These abhorrent actions have contin-
ued despite this promise. I believe that
the world can no longer turn a blind
eye to Bosnia and the tragedies that
are there. That is why I commend
President Clinton for his leadership,
support the troops for their courage,
and will support the Hamilton amend-
ment.

I rise in opposition to the resolution
on the floor at this time, because I be-
lieve our country can be proud of the
leadership in bringing the warring par-
ties to the conflict in Bosnia to the ne-
gotiating table and for the successful
conclusion of the Bosnian peace talks.
Now we should join with other nations
in ensuring that the peace agreement
can be implemented.

Mr. Speaker, the United States does
have a national interest in peace in the
former Yugoslavia. As the world’s lone
superpower, we have the obligation to
lead. Several hundred thousand inno-
cent children, men and women have
died in the conflict in Bosnia. The war
must stop.

At stake if the United States does
not participate in the Bosnian peace
process are the role of the United
States as a world leader, the future vi-
ability of NATO, and the risk of
reigniting the conflagration in Bosnia.
A continuing Bosnian conflict threat-
ens to spread killing and destruction to
other European states. The terrible
acts of ethnic cleansing and brutal
atrocities challenge the conscience of
us all.

Is the Bosnian mission without dan-
ger and risk? No. With strong leader-
ship, there are always risks. These
risks have been minimized, and they
are risks for peace, risks for ending

years of bloodshed, risks for freedom.
We risk far more by failing to act. We
risk far more if we allow the tenuous
peace to collapse and watch the flames
of war ignite again.

For this reason I oppose this resolu-
tion, urge support of the Hamilton res-
olution, and commend President Clin-
ton for this leadership.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Ne-
braska [Mr. BEREUTER] for the perspec-
tive of a former Army infantry first
lieutenant.

(Mr. BEREUTER asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I
think we need to have a summary of
what the Buyer-Skelton resolution
really does for I think it is being lost
in some of the rhetoric here. It has two
parts.

First is a reiteration of votes that
the House has already taken on Octo-
ber 30 and November 17. The second is
a policy statement which I think all
Members should be able to support.
First of all, it is an expression of con-
fidence, pride and admiration in mem-
bers of the U.S. armed services.

Second, it reinforces the need to re-
spect the judgment of the military
leadership in the field. After Somalia,
that kind of debacle suggests this kind
of policy advice from the Congress is
essential.

Third, it reinforces the policy that
proper weaponry and logistical support
must be provided to our troops in the
field. Again, after the Somalia debacle,
that kind of advice from the Congress
is entirely essential and appropriate.

Mr. Speaker, there is no vital inter-
est for the United States in Bosnia. I
very much approve of the Buyer-Skel-
ton resolution, and ask all of my col-
leagues to support it.

Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
New York [Mr. NADLER].

(Mr. NADLER asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of the Hamilton resolution as
one who has spoken out for the last 4
years urging that we do the one thing
that would enable the people of Bosnia
to defend themselves against organized
aggression, violence, rape, torture and
genocide; lift the arms embargo. This
was not done. Tragically, the war and
the mass murders continued.

By maintaining the arms embargo,
which prevented the Bosnians from de-
fending themselves against aggression
and genocide, we incurred a heavy
moral burden. We now have one final
chance to meet that burden, to end the
killing, to stop the genocide, and to re-
store peace. Let us meet the obligation
we incurred, least it be said the United
States did nothing to stop the geno-
cide. Let us give peace a chance, let us
support the President, let us support
the Hamilton resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. (Mr.
BUNNING of Kentucky). The gentleman
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from Indiana [Mr. BUYER] has 81⁄2 min-
utes remaining and the right to close,
and the gentleman from New Jersey
[Mr. TORRICELLI] has 51⁄2 minutes re-
maining.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Texas
[Mr. LAUGHLIN] a present colonel in the
U.S. Army Reserve.

(Mr. LAUGHLIN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.

Mr. LAUGHLIN. Mr. Speaker, I sup-
ported the Dornan amendment because
I believe the President of the United
States, our Commander-in-Chief, has
not given us the vital national interest
reasons to put our troops in Bosnia.

On the very day President Kennedy
stopped the Russian troops off the
coast of Cuba, many of my classmates
and I signed our contracts to be mem-
bers of the U.S. Army. History proved
President Kennedy right.

Later my three brothers and I volun-
teered during the Vietnam era. All
three of my brothers went to Vietnam.
I was sent elsewhere. History proved us
wrong when we believed vital national
interests were involved there.

Later I supported the Persian Gulf
war. History proved us right on vital
national interests there.

Today we are asking young men and
women of America to become targets
of opportunity for a civil war in
Bosnia, and history will provide those
of us who oppose this policy right. The
President of the United States, our
Commander-in-Chief, has not dem-
onstrated any vital national interest
for the brave young men and women
who have risked their lives in defense
of freedom to go to Bosnia. I ask sup-
port of the Buyer-Skelton resolution.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania [Mr. MCHALE] a comrade of
mine from the Persian Gulf war, for
the perspective of a lieutenant colonel
in the Marine Corps.

Mr. MCHALE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of the Buyer-Skelton resolution. As I
have listened to the oppositions voiced
by many of my good friends and col-
leagues, I have to wonder whether they
have read the resolution. In fact, there
are two elements, Mr. Speaker, con-
tained in this resolution.

The first element is one of opposition
to the policy. The simple fact of the
matter is the vast majority of the
Members of the House opposed the de-
cision to deploy. But the second ele-
ment is far more important. Let me
speak with passion on that issue. A few
days ago I watched an interview on
CNN of a lieutenant colonel named
Bronco Lane, and he said whatever peo-
ple think of the mission, he urged sup-
port for his men, for his soldiers.

We are a good and powerful Nation,
and whatever may divide us in the
House this evening, the message we
communicate to Colonel Lane and to
those who might inflict harm upon his

soldiers is that once Americans go to
war, we come together as a Nation. The
resources necessary to accomplish the
mission, those requested by the field
commander, will be provided. Those
are the elements of this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I urge strong support
for our soldiers. I urge an affirmative
vote on the Buyer-Skelton resolution.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Kansas [Mr. TIAHRT].

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
favor of the Buyer-Skelton resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support of the
Buyer-Skelton resolution. The President has
developed a policy committing our troops with-
out the consultation of Congress or the con-
sent of the American people. Young men like
Kempty Watson and Todd Beeson, both from
Arkansas City, KS, have been required to go
above and beyond the call of duty.

Mr. Watson and Mr. Beeson, are not de-
fending the border of this great country. Nor
are they being required to defend the Con-
stitution of the United States of America.
There is no vital American interest in Bosnia.
This mission is truly above and beyond the
call of duty. They are heroes, as is every
American who served in Bosnia. They serve
regardless of the policy.

Watson, Beeson, and others, like those men
and women who serve in the 1st Armored Di-
vision, follow the Commander in Chief and do
so professionally like no others in the world.

This resolution supports all our fine men
and women in the U.S. Armed Forces, 100
percent.

But this resolution also strongly opposed the
policy the President has forced on the Amer-
ican public.

Mr. Speaker, I disapprove of the President’s
policy. There are many ways to lead the
world, lead NATO, present peace, without put-
ting our troops in harm’s way.

Therefore I support the Buyer-Skelton reso-
lution and our troops.

Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
American Samoa [Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA].

(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I do not want to make a play on words
with the issue that is now before this
body. Mr. Speaker, I was moved by the
remarks earlier made by the gen-
tleman from California [Mr.
CUNNINGHAM]. We share a similar sense
of anger and frustration in our experi-
ences as Vietnam veterans, although I
was not a war hero like my good friend
from California. But all I know is that
we could have been among the 58,000
dead soldiers and sailors whose names
are honored at the Vietnam Memorial.

Mr. Speaker, our problem with Viet-
nam, Lebanon, and Somalia was not
because we did not have the resources
to protect and sustain our troops. it
was because of poor military planning
and execution by both our civilian and
military leaders here in Washington.

Mr. Speaker, I hope to God we will
not have another Secretary of Defense

make a confession to the world and to
the American people that it was wrong
for us to be in Vietnam. I consider it an
insult to the names of every soldier
who died in Vietnam to tell that to the
faces of the parents and relatives of
those who died there in Vietnam.

Mr. Speaker, it is obvious the Dayton
agreement is not perfect. Our President
has spoken well, given leadership. I ask
that we sustain the Hamilton resolu-
tion with caution, as expressed by the
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. SKEL-
TON].

Mr. Speaker, I don’t want to make a play on
words with the issue that is now before this
body.

I believe it is appropriate that Congress ful-
fills its constitutional responsibility by deliberat-
ing the merits of the resolution now before us.

Mr. Speaker, I was moved by the remarks
expressed earlier by the gentleman from Cali-
fornia [Mr. CUNNINGHAM]. We share a similar
sense of anger and frustration in our experi-
ences as Vietnam veterans, although I was
not a war hero like my friend from California.
But all I know is that we could have been
among the 58,000 dead soldiers and sailors
whose names are honored at the Vietnam Me-
morial.

Mr. Speaker, our problems with Vietnam,
Lebanon, and Somalia was not because we
did not have the resources to protect and sus-
tain our troops.—It was because of poor mili-
tary planning and execution by both our civil-
ian and military leaders here in Washington.

Mr. Speaker, I hope to God we will not have
another Secretary of Defense make a confes-
sion to the world and the American people—
and that is after the fact, that the United
States was wrong to be in Vietnam. I consider
it an insult to the names of every soldier who
died in Vietnam. Perhaps former Secretary
McNamara should tell that to the faces of the
parents and relatives of those brave soldiers
who gave their lives because of misguided
policies that our political leaders dreamed up
here in Washington.

Mr. Speaker, it is obvious that the Dayton
agreement is not a perfect document, and I
sincerely hope our President will not be blind-
ed by the concerns appropriately addressed
by the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. SHELTON].

Mr. Speaker, it is quite obvious that our
President is not running an opinion poll or is
trying to compete in a popularity contest. I
commend our President for his global leader-
ship on this important issue.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to support
the Hamilton resolution, but to recognize also
the concerns raised earlier by the gentleman
from Missouri [Mr. SHELTON].

Mr. Speaker, without United States
leadership and participation, no peace
is possible in Bosnia.

For nearly 4 years, a horrifying war
has torn Bosnia apart. The world has
witnessed the murder of 250,000 inno-
cent men, women, and children there,
while over 2 million people have been
forced from their homes and made refu-
gees.

Yesterday, like many other members,
I was deeply touched by Israeli Prime
Minister Shimon Peres’ address before
Congress. Prime Minister Peres noted
the United States has saved the world
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from three of its greatest menaces:
German Nazism, Japanese Militarism,
and Soviet communism.

In honoring America, Prime Minister
Peres stated, ‘‘You did it. You brought
freedom. You defended it. Even in this
very day, as Bosnia reels in agony, you
offered a compass and a lamp to a con-
fused situation like in the Middle East.
Nobody else was able or ready to do it.
You enabled many nations to save
their democracies even as you strive
now to assist nations to free them-
selves from their nondemocratic past.’’

‘‘America,’’ stated Prime Minister
Peres, ‘‘In my judgment, cannnot es-
cape what history has laid on your
shoulders, on the shoulders of each and
every one of you. You cannot escape
that which America can alone do.
America alone can keep the world free
and assist nations to assume the re-
sponsibility for their own fate.’’

Mr. Speaker, Prime Minister Peres
has it right. Throughout history,
America has always stood for peace
and freedom and what is right. In
Bosnia, we and our allies are not going
to fight a war, but to protect a peace.

Without American Leadership, there
would be no peace agreement. Without
American troop participation, this
peace agreement will not be carried
out. As the leader of the free world,
America cannot shirk its responsibility
to end the suffering in Bosnia, to stop
the spread of war to Europe, and to en-
sure a lasting peace.

The President has committed the
United States to the Bosnia mission.
As former Secretary of State Henry
Kissinger recently stated, ‘‘I now be-
lieve that if we do not honor the Presi-
dent’s words, the threat to our security
would be greater because nobody would
believe that we are capable of conduct-
ing a serious foreign policy.

Mr. Speaker, with American leader-
ship and credibility on the line, we can-
not just cut and run from our duty to
lead. It is time that we support our
President and our troops in providing
light and hope to this dark part of the
world.

Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. Speaker, I
yield the balance of our time to the
gentleman from Maryland [Mr. HOYER],
the gentleman who has served as the
conscience of this Congress on the car-
nage in Bosnia.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BUNNING of Kentucky). The gentleman
from Maryland is recognized for 41⁄2
minutes.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, in August
1990, Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait.
The President, a few days later, deter-
mined that he would deploy troops to
oppose aggression in the Persian gulf,
and we as a Nation and as a Congress
were united in that deployment. That
deployment occurred during August,
September, October, November, and
December, and over 400,000 troops were
sent. The Democratic leadership and
the Republican leadership stood to-
gether in support of that deployment
to oppose aggression.

We did so as a united nation. Yes;
there was a vote in January as to
whether to go to war, and in a biparti-
san vote we determined that the Presi-
dent would have the authority to do so.
The President acted, and the Congress
shortly thereafter, some few days,
passed a resolution, with over 400 of us
voting to support the troops and their
success.

Mr. Speaker, I believe it is in our na-
tional interest to participate in the ef-
fort in Bosnia for several reasons.
First, our President has told our allies
and the warring parties that we would
do so. America’s credibility and our
leadership in the world would be se-
verely undermined if we do not.

The risk for peace is one that the
Western alliance and the United States
should be willing to take now and in
the future. The NATO alliance under
United States leadership remains, my
colleagues, the stabilizing force in Eu-
rope, and it must be kept ready, unit-
ed, and maintain its will to deter ag-
gression and establish peace.

I suggest to you, my friends, it would
be immoral to stand by in the face of
the carnage and the rape and the mur-
der and the genocide and the tragedy
that is Bosnia.

My colleagues on the Republican side
of the aisle, my fellow Americans, if
you will, President George Bush re-
cently stated:

It is in our national interest to maintain
the integrity of the United States; credibil-
ity in the world. If the President shifts direc-
tion now or if it is seen that the President
does not have the support of Congress, our
standing as leader of the free world and the
standing of NATO would be dramatically di-
minished.

President Bush concluded his re-
marks by saying ‘‘That must not hap-
pen.’’

I will oppose the Buyer-Skelton reso-
lution. They are men of integrity, and
they serve their people well. But I am
not opposed to the President’s policy.
It is not my policy. I wanted to lift the
arms embargo. I wanted to give to the
Bosnian people the right and the abil-
ity to defend their homes. I think
President Bush and President Clinton
were wrong in not supporting that pol-
icy. But the issue today is that the
President has chosen a policy, and it is
not Somalia, where there was no agree-
ment among the warring parties, it is
not Lebanon, where there was no
agreement among the factions. It is a
place in this world where parties
brought together by the President of
the United States have agreed on
peace.

b 2145
I believe it is worth a risk for peace.
I hope many of my colleagues were

here yesterday. Shimon Peres spoke to
a joint session of Congress. He said to
us, as a country, that we saved free-
dom. He went on to say that wars did
not cause us to lose heart, triumphs
did not corrupt us, and we remained
unspoiled because we rejected the
spoils of victory.

He then talked about the risks for
peace taken by his friend Yitzhak
Rabin and his country, and he observed
that just a few years ago he could not
have conceived of reaching out to Yas-
ser Arafat, a Palestinian, his enemy of
centuries. Not the Arab and the Jews.
For centuries. And now he believes
there is a chance for peace, and he said
that it was worth risking peace be-
cause it was more important to win the
peace than to win elections.

Mr. Speaker, I think that is the deci-
sion our President has made. That is
the decision I will support, and that is
why I will oppose this resolution.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. SKEL-
TON], for a dialog.

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I would
ask the gentleman, does he agree with
me that there has been no credible an-
swer or response to my raising the
issue of arming and training the
Bosnian Moslems, which puts our
troops at risk?

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, if the gen-
tleman will yield, I would respond to
the gentleman that there has been no
credible response in this debate to his
question.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Illinois,
HENRY HYDE, for the perspective of a
former commander of the naval re-
serves, a hero of World War II.

(Mr. HYDE asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, very simply,
this is a good resolution. It does two
things: It expresses the dissent that so
many of us feel from the policy imple-
mented by the President in Bosnia.
That is all it does.

It does not cut any funds, as the Dor-
nan resolution did. In fact, it supports
giving our troops all of the resources
necessary to carry out their mission
safely. So it fully expresses my own
views, although I did support the Dor-
nan resolution as the last, best, and
only opportunity to keep our young
men from going into this morass of
ethnic and religious hatred that has
been simmering for over 500 years on
the off chance that they are out of
breath now and they have a cease-fire.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution per-
fectly states my views in opposition
but in support of the troops. So I
strongly support and urge my col-
leagues support for the Buyer-Skelton
resolution.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of the time.

Mr. Speaker, first of all, let me ex-
tend a compliment to my friend and
colleague, the gentleman from New
Jersey [Mr. TORRICELLI], for his de-
meanor and his statesmanlike conduct
in how he has handled the debate. Just
let me compliment the gentleman for
that.

This is a debate about two very dis-
tinct views of foreign policy. There are
those of us who tie the use of military



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H 14859December 13, 1995
to vital national security interests be-
cause we believe that placing troops in
harm’s way on foreign soil is of no or-
dinary magnitude. The other is the
Clinton administration would like for
the United States to become the
world’s policeman and the guarantor of
global security.

U.S. troops should only be used on
the ground to ensure regional security,
not to intervene in civil wars which
have no real threat of spreading to that
instability of a region. While I have
heard the argument, it rings hollow.

The United States, as the world’s
only superpower must exercise a policy
of restraint in our involvement in con-
flicts overseas. Ours is a responsibility
to provide overall military and eco-
nomic security to regions of the world.
If the United States intervenes in
intracontinental conflicts, regional
powers are allowed to escape their re-
sponsibilities.

When will Europe take a role in po-
licing its own region? The answer is
when Europe no longer has the expec-
tation that the United States will be
there to rescue them whenever they
have a problem.

Mr. Speaker, we are closing this cen-
tury now. For the fourth time, the
United States will be on the ground in
Europe. Think of that, for the fourth
time. Truly, Europe can be a quarrel-
some bunch and the United States
leadership in NATO unifies and
strengthens Europe. But as my col-
leagues know, the United States must
send a message that the post-cold-war
policies and doctrine for the security of
Europe must reflect 1995, not 1945.

The United States has a key and
vital role to play in the peace process,
and I compliment the President of the
United States for bringing the parties
to the table. The role for which we
should play is do not put troops on the
ground.

The United States should act respon-
sibly in the cohesion of NATO; the
IFOR commander should be a com-
mander from Europe, not the United
States. The United States should sup-
ply our air power, our seapower, our
airlift, our sealift, our intelligence, the
architecture of intelligence from the
sky and our satellites and logistics, but
not that on the ground. However, when
U.S. forces deploy on the ground as
peacekeepers, we go there without the
protection of neutrality, and they be-
come targets and casualties.

There are those who have claimed
the moral obligation. Well, let me say
this. When we view disasters in this
country, whether it be by tornado, hur-
ricane, earthquake, fire, you name it,
we see that destruction and it is repul-
sive to us, but we understand it be-
cause we say it is a natural disaster.
However, when we look and view what
mankind can do to one another, it is
violent to our values. But if we permit
our foreign policy to be guided by our
hearts, then the United States will find
our troops in over 67 hot spots through-
out the world.

If we want the United States to be-
come the world’s policeman, just say
so. I do not believe that the United
States can be the world’s policeman.

When I was in Sarajevo, a mother,
yes, cried and wept in my arms to com-
municate to me that she lost a son.
That is moving to me. But it is also
just as moving when I go to the funer-
als of American soldiers and have to be
able to look into the eyes of an Amer-
ican mother and be able to commu-
nicate to her that her son or her daugh-
ter has given that life to protect vital
national security interests. That is
why we tie foreign troops’ commit-
ments to vital national security inter-
ests, because we cannot be everywhere
in the world.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution is very
clear. It is clear because we say we are
reiterating a policy from before, where
we stated we oppose U.S. ground
troops. We want to intervene, but we
do not agree with that policy. We be-
lieve we have the confidence in these
troops that they will do their job. They
are gallant, they are brave and they
are courageous.

We also do not want a repeat of So-
malia. I have spoken with a father who
lost his son. We do not want that.

We want the President and the Sec-
retary of Defense to rely upon the field
commanders when they make military
decisions. We also want to make sure
they get the resources and the equip-
ment they need to do their job.

Last is a paradox, and that is if we
are going to arm and train the Mos-
lems, then we should take sides. And if
we do that, then we do not go on the
ground. If we want to go on the ground,
then we do not arm and train the Mos-
lems. But to do both or to claim that
somehow we will get other countries to
do it, and our pawprints are all over it,
subjects and opens our American sol-
diers to become targets and casualties,
and it is wrong.

Please support the Buyer-Skelton
resolution. God bless us all.

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, as the tragedy
of the Balkan conflict has unfolded before us
in the newspapers, on television, and here, on
the floor of the House, I have spent many
hours talking with constituents, talking to col-
leagues, and thinking through the appropriate
United States response, as well as the appro-
priate role for Congress. I continue to believe
that the deployment of U.S. ground troops is
the wrong approach. I do think the United
States has an interest in stopping the fighting
and in preserving NATO. But I also believe
that military instability in Bosnia and
Herzegovina presents tantamount risk to our
ground troops and throws into question the
achievability of our mission there. A more ap-
propriate U.S. role might have been limited to
logistical support and providing air cover.

It is, of course, crucial that Congress voice
its support for our troops, for our young men
and women who are already in Bosnia. And
as much as I disagree with President Clinton
about some of his foreign policy decisions, I
think when you elect a President as Com-
mander in Chief, you have to give some flexi-
bility.

Tonight I will reluctantly vote against H.R.
2770, Representative DORAN’s bill to cut off all
funding for our troops, primarily because I
think it is not fair to our men and women in
uniform who are already there. It would be ir-
responsible for Congress to jeopardize the
safety of those already deployed and the thou-
sands more that are in the process of being
deployed—regardless of this vote—in the
coming weeks. I think of Annah Castellini, a
constituent and graduate of West Point, who is
headed to Bosnia soon as a platoon leader.
Remembering the Vietnam era, she worries
about whether the American people will sup-
port her.

Further, I do feel that the passage of H.R.
2770 begins to infringe on the President’s
power as Commander in Chief and could
threaten confidence in U.S. leadership. I think
it would be unwise at this time to send con-
flicting messages to the factions of the Balkan
conflict and the rest of the world.

In my opinion, the Buyer resolution, House
Resolution 302, strikes a better balance be-
tween opposing the decision to send them, yet
supporting our troops in their duties. I will sup-
port Buyer. I cannot support House Resolution
306, the Hamilton resolution, because it im-
plicitly expresses support, not just for the
troops, but also for the President’s decision to
send them.

Former President Bush said recently, ‘‘Sin-
cere people can have honest differences as to
whether President Clinton has made the right
decision. I am nevertheless certain in my mind
that at this point we must support our troops—
and that support should come from Repub-
licans and Democrats alike.’’ I agree. As one
who believes President Clinton made the
wrong decision, I nonetheless will support our
troops in any way I can and pray for their safe
return.

Mr. TORKILDSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise this
evening in support of the resolution offered by
my colleagues from Indiana and Missouri.

Earlier tonight, I voted against the resolution
sponsored by my colleague from California be-
cause it sent the wrong message to our troops
already in Bosnia, as well as those on their
way in the coming days. We cannot take away
their ability to defend themselves.

I strongly support the Buyer-Skelton resolu-
tion which expresses our opposition to the
President’s Bosnia mission. Yet, this resolution
does so without undermining our troops al-
ready there, and those troops that will be
there by the time this resolution is agreed to
by both the House and Senate. This resolution
specifically states that our troops in Bosnia will
have the resources and support they need to
protect themselves until we bring them home.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BUNNING). Pursuant to section 3 of
House Resolution 304, the previous
question is ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the resolution.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 287, nays
141, answered ‘‘present’’ 1, not voting 4,
as follows:
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[Roll No. 857]

YEAS—287

Abercrombie
Allard
Andrews
Archer
Armey
Bachus
Baker (CA)
Baker (LA)
Baldacci
Ballenger
Barcia
Barrett (NE)
Bartlett
Barton
Bass
Bentsen
Bereuter
Bilbray
Bilirakis
Bishop
Bliley
Blute
Boehlert
Boehner
Bonilla
Bono
Brewster
Browder
Brownback
Bryant (TN)
Bryant (TX)
Bunn
Bunning
Burr
Burton
Buyer
Callahan
Calvert
Camp
Canady
Castle
Chabot
Chambliss
Chapman
Chenoweth
Christensen
Chrysler
Clinger
Coble
Coburn
Collins (GA)
Collins (IL)
Combest
Condit
Cooley
Costello
Cox
Cramer
Crane
Crapo
Cremeans
Cubin
Cunningham
Danner
Davis
de la Garza
Deal
DeFazio
DeLay
Dickey
Doggett
Doolittle
Dornan
Doyle
Dreier
Duncan
Dunn
Durbin
Edwards
Ehlers
Ehrlich
Emerson
English
Ensign
Evans
Everett
Ewing
Fawell
Fields (LA)
Fields (TX)
Filner
Flanagan
Foley
Forbes
Fowler
Fox

Franks (CT)
Franks (NJ)
Frelinghuysen
Frisa
Funderburk
Gallegly
Ganske
Gekas
Geren
Gilchrest
Gillmor
Gilman
Gingrich
Gonzalez
Goodlatte
Goodling
Gordon
Goss
Graham
Green
Greenwood
Gunderson
Gutknecht
Hall (TX)
Hancock
Hansen
Hastert
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Heineman
Herger
Hilleary
Hobson
Hoekstra
Holden
Horn
Hostettler
Hunter
Hutchinson
Hyde
Inglis
Istook
Jacobs
Jefferson
Johnson (CT)
Johnson (SD)
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Kaptur
Kasich
Kelly
Kim
King
Kingston
Kleczka
Knollenberg
Kolbe
LaHood
Largent
Latham
LaTourette
Laughlin
Lazio
Leach
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (KY)
Lightfoot
Lincoln
Linder
Lipinski
Livingston
LoBiondo
Lofgren
Longley
Luther
Manton
Manzullo
Martini
McCarthy
McCollum
McCrery
McDade
McHale
McHugh
McIntosh
McKeon
McNulty
Menendez
Metcalf
Meyers
Mica
Miller (FL)
Minge
Molinari

Montgomery
Moorhead
Morella
Myrick
Nethercutt
Neumann
Ney
Norwood
Nussle
Ortiz
Oxley
Packard
Parker
Paxon
Payne (VA)
Peterson (MN)
Pombo
Porter
Portman
Pryce
Quinn
Radanovich
Ramstad
Regula
Riggs
Rivers
Roberts
Roemer
Rogers
Ros-Lehtinen
Roth
Roukema
Royce
Salmon
Sanders
Sanford
Saxton
Schaefer
Schiff
Schroeder
Schumer
Seastrand
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Shadegg
Shaw
Shays
Shuster
Skeen
Skelton
Smith (MI)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Solomon
Souder
Spence
Spratt
Stark
Stearns
Stenholm
Stockman
Stump
Talent
Tanner
Tate
Tauzin
Taylor (MS)
Taylor (NC)
Tejeda
Thomas
Thornberry
Thurman
Tiahrt
Torkildsen
Traficant
Upton
Vucanovich
Waldholtz
Walker
Walsh
Wamp
Watts (OK)
Weldon (FL)
Weldon (PA)
Weller
White
Whitfield
Wicker
Wise
Wolf
Wyden
Young (AK)
Young (FL)
Zimmer

NAYS—141

Ackerman
Baesler
Barr
Barrett (WI)
Becerra
Beilenson
Berman
Bevill
Bonior
Borski
Boucher
Brown (CA)
Brown (FL)
Brown (OH)
Cardin
Clay
Clayton
Clement
Clyburn
Coleman
Collins (MI)
Conyers
Coyne
DeLauro
Dellums
Deutsch
Diaz-Balart
Dicks
Dingell
Dixon
Dooley
Engel
Eshoo
Farr
Fattah
Fazio
Flake
Foglietta
Ford
Frank (MA)
Frost
Furse
Gejdenson
Gephardt
Gibbons
Gutierrez
Hall (OH)

Hamilton
Harman
Hastings (FL)
Hefner
Hilliard
Hinchey
Hoke
Houghton
Hoyer
Jackson-Lee
Johnson, E. B.
Johnston
Kanjorski
Kennedy (MA)
Kennedy (RI)
Kennelly
Kildee
Klink
Klug
LaFalce
Lantos
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Lowey
Maloney
Markey
Martinez
Mascara
Matsui
McDermott
McKinney
Meehan
Meek
Mfume
Miller (CA)
Mink
Moakley
Mollohan
Moran
Murtha
Myers
Nadler
Neal
Oberstar
Obey
Olver
Orton

Owens
Pallone
Pastor
Payne (NJ)
Pelosi
Peterson (FL)
Petri
Pickett
Pomeroy
Poshard
Quillen
Rahall
Rangel
Reed
Richardson
Rohrabacher
Rose
Roybal-Allard
Rush
Sabo
Sawyer
Scarborough
Scott
Sisisky
Skaggs
Slaughter
Stokes
Studds
Stupak
Thompson
Thornton
Torres
Torricelli
Towns
Vento
Visclosky
Volkmer
Ward
Waters
Watt (NC)
Waxman
Williams
Wilson
Woolsey
Wynn
Yates
Zeliff

ANSWERED ‘‘PRESENT’’—1

Bateman

NOT VOTING—4

Lucas
McInnis

Tucker
Velazquez

b 2214

Mr. SCARBOROUGH changed his
vote from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’

Mr. TAYLOR of North Carolina
changed his vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’

So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I wish
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the resolution just consid-
ered, and that I may include extra-
neous material for the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. (Mr.
BUNNING). Pursuant to section 4 of
House Resolution 304, it is now in order
to consider a resolution offered by the
minority leader, or his designee.

b 2215

SENSE OF HOUSE REGARDING DE-
PLOYMENT OF ARMED FORCES
TO BOSNIA
Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, pursu-

ant to House Resolution 304, I offer a
resolution (H. Res. 306) expressing the
Sense of the House of Representatives
regarding the deployment of United
States Armed Forces in Bosnia, and
ask for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of House Resolution 306 is as
follows:

H. RES. 306
Whereas the President of the United States

pledged to commit the United States Armed
Forces to participate in implementing a
peace agreement in Bosnia and Herzegovina;

Whereas the United States hosted Proxim-
ity Talks in Dayton, Ohio, from November 1,
1995 through November 21, 1995, for the pur-
pose of allowing the negotiation of a peace-
ful settlement to the longstanding conflict
in the former Yugoslavia;

Whereas the Proximity Talks concluded
with the Presidents of the Republic of Bosnia
and Herzegovina, the Republic of Croatia,
and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia ini-
tialing a General Framework Agreement for
Peace on November 21, 1995;

Whereas the Presidents of the Republic of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Republic of Cro-
atia, and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
have requested a NATO-led implementation
force with United States participation and
have pledged full cooperation with this force;

Whereas some Members of Congress have
questions and concerns about certain aspects
of the peace implementation process; and

Whereas the Congress joins the President
in wanting to minimize the risks to the
United States Armed Forces helping to im-
plement the peace agreement in the former
Yugoslavia by ensuring that they have the
necessary resources and other support to
perform their mission effectively: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives unequivocally supports the men and
women of the United States Armed Forces
who are carrying out their mission in sup-
port of peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina with
professional excellence, dedicated patriot-
ism, and exemplary bravery.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 4 of House Resolution
304, the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr.
HAMILTON], and the gentleman from
New York, [Mr. GILMAN], each will be
recognized for 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Indiana [Mr. HAMILTON].

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to support House
Resolution 306. It is a very simple and
straightforward resolution. Its purpose
is simply to support the troops and to
praise them for the work they are
doing and will do. It does two things in
its operative clause. It gives unequivo-
cal support to the men and women of
the United States Armed Forces and
praises them for the work that they
are doing and will do in support of
peace in Bosnia. The resolution is in-
tended to be silent with regard to pol-
icy, and the whereas clauses of the res-
olution merely recite facts. The resolu-
tion is intended to be silent with re-
gard to policy, neither for the policy
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nor against it. It recites the historical
facts without editorial comment.

The resolution does mention that all
Members of this body have questions
and concerns about the effort in
Bosnia. It emphasizes that we want to
do all that we can to minimize the
risks to U.S. forces by ensuring that
they have the resources necessary to
perform their mission. So it only calls
for unequivocal support of our troops.
With all of the doubts and the ques-
tions and uncertainties that exist in
this Chamber and in the country with
respect to Bosnia, the effort here is to
come forward with one certainty. That
certainty is that we support the troops.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Missouri
[Mr. SKELTON].

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I feel
constrained to speak against this in
light of the fact that the last vote
passed and it passed overwhelmingly. If
this should happen to pass, we would
have the most mixed message going
out to America possible.

These are nice words. Paraphrasing
them, they are pabulum. But we sup-
port the troops more than adequately
in the previous resolution. We stated
more correctly when we speak of their
courage and of their professionalism in
the previous resolution. This one would
have no effect except to confuse the
people we represent and of course con-
fuse those wonderful troops that are
going to be in Bosnia. I am con-
strained, Mr. Speaker, to vote against
this.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Geor-
gia [Mr. LINDER].

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, I do not
believe there has been an issue in my 3
years here that the depth of feeling has
been such as there is on this movement
into Bosnia. I spoke to a group two
Mondays ago and had a senior gen-
tleman walk up to me, a businessman.
He said, when the first person dies and
comes back in a body bag, it will be be-
cause of what we did not do yesterday.
I said, what was that? He said, you did
not speak out in opposition.

This is a very, very dicey prospect. I
have heard Members compare this
movement to what happened in Viet-
nam 20-plus years ago. I said this is not
Vietnam. This is Afghanistan. It is
much, much more dangerous. This war
has been going on since 1389. C.B.
Hackworth, the most decorated mili-
tary officer still alive in this Nation,
led a group, he said recently on tele-
vision, into this very area for 1 year,
for 1 year in 1949, and they came out 9
years later.

I honestly listened to the President’s
speech on this subject with an open
mind a couple of Monday nights ago be-
cause I had to speak about it on radio
the next morning. I thought he gave a
good speech, but he always gives a good
speech. So the next morning I got up
early and I read what he said. It was

much different in black and white than
it was on a TV picture tube. What he
said essentially was that Americans
should be for peace. Are we not? I
thought that was inane.

Then he said, we must do this out of
respect for NATO. My colleagues,
NATO is a very large military bureauc-
racy with nothing to do. It is looking
for something to do. My judgment, it is
time to recognize that NATO expired in
August 1989. It is time for us to give it
a decent burial with full military hon-
ors and find a new policy and a new ar-
rangement because the old threats are
no longer there.

I read the Hamilton resolution. I un-
derstand the purpose of it. But if it is
anything different in terms of support
for the troops than we just voted for,
why does it not say, we support the
policy? Why does not the President’s
own party say, we support the policy?
Does anybody support the policy?

It does not say that, but there are
fine words in here that would let the
President tomorrow draw an inference
that indeed we do. It says here that the
House unequivocally supports the men
and women of the United States Armed
Forces carrying out their mission in
support of Bosnia. I am absolutely con-
vinced that the President can construe
that to mean tomorrow that we sup-
port the policy. My colleagues, this is
not our time. This is not our place.
This is not our war. This is the wrong
resolution.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
3 minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Michigan [Mr. BONIOR],
distinguished whip.

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, we have
heard a lot of emotion on this floor to-
night and it is not hard to understand
why. The decision to commit troops is
one of the toughest decisions any of us
will have to make. And none of us
takes it lightly.

There comes a time when America—
and only America—can lead. Now is
one of those times.

For 4 long years, we watched as
250,000 people were killed, 16,000 chil-
dren were slaughtered, and nearly 3
million people were left homeless in
Bosnia.

And through it all, there has been
very little reason to hope. But finally,
peace is at hand.

Finally, we have a real chance to end
the bloodshed. For the first time in 4
years, there is hope in Sarajevo be-
cause there is faith in America.

And I, for one, am proud of the fact
that American troops are saving lives
tonight in Bosnia.

For 220 years we have sent American
men and women overseas, not just to
defend American interest, but to de-
fend American values. To stand up for
freedom and democracy and human
rights.

And if those things are not worth de-
fending any more then I do not know
what America stands for.

The people of Bosnia are tired of war.
They want peace, but they need help to

keep the peace. America is not under-
taking this mission alone. But only
America can lead it.

As Shimon Peres said from the po-
dium behind me yesterday: Only Amer-
ica can provide the compass and the
lantern that the world so desperately
needs in Bosnia today.

This century began with bloodshed in
Sarajevo. And we have it in our power
today to make sure that it does not
end with bloodshed in Sarajevo.

I would hate to think that someday,
historians will look back on this day
and wonder why, when we had a chance
to keep the peace in Bosnia, the House
of Representatives turned its back and
let the killing begin again.

We can avoid that fate here today. I
urge my colleagues: support our troops.
Support the President. And support
this resolution.

b 2230
Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am

pleased to yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California, [Mr. RIGGS].

Mr. RIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
distinguished chairman for yielding me
time.

Mr. Speaker, with all due respect to
the distinguished minority whip, this
resolution is much more or much less,
depending on one’s point of view, than
an expression of support for our troops.
As someone in the delegation that just
returned from Bosnia last night, I have
to say that that trip to that incredibly
war-torn region raised more questions
in my mind than it answered.

That is the problem with the Hamil-
ton resolution. It glosses over those
questions in one more ‘‘whereas’’
clause. Until we honestly address those
questions and concerns, I do not see
how this House can vote for the Hamil-
ton resolution.

Let me just say what I think are the
questions which absolutely need ad-
dressing in a forthright manner by
every Member of this body. First of all,
it is not clear if we have defined that
criteria for ending this mission suc-
cessfully, and I think we all know that
an exit date is not an exit strategy.

Second, there is a very real concern
in talking to the leaders of these three
countries whether they are doing ev-
erything at this moment to stop war
crimes as they promised to do in Day-
ton. Just look at the scorched Earth
policy that the Croatians are carrying
out in the areas they promised in Day-
ton to turn over to the Serbians.

There is also a very real concern
whether we will be able to achieve
greater equality between the heavily
armed Serbian and Croatian forces and
their underarmed Bosnian counter-
parts. That military parity, that great-
er equality, is absolutely essential to a
lasting peace.

Lastly, we are in for an untold open-
ended financial commitment here. The
American people need to be told the
true cost of this peacekeeping mission,
all that it entails, including the eco-
nomic and humanitarian assistance
necessary to rebuild Bosnia.
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So the Hamilton resolution comes up

short. It does not address these ques-
tions and concerns. It glosses over
them with another ‘‘whereas’’ clause,
and the American people deserve bet-
ter.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
3 minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Virginia [Mr. MORAN].

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, tonight we
are defining who America is and who
we will be in the 21st century. Clearly
we are a blessed Nation, protected on
both sides by oceans, rich with natural
resources, and, more importantly, rich
with the diversity of immigrants driv-
en by their pioneer spirit. But to whom
much is given, much must be expected.

The Bosnians have cried out for
American involvement for three and a
half years, partly because we have
more military capability than all the
nations of Europe combined. But, far
more importantly, they look to us be-
cause of our heroic character because
they know that it was America’s heart
that saved Europe’s soul; because they
know that it was our grandfathers and
our fathers who were willing to risk
their lives, not for any selfish mate-
rialistic cause, but for the noblest of
reasons, for the cause of human free-
dom, democracy, justice, and religious
and ethnic tolerance.

It is precisely these same cause that
are at stake in Bosnia today. We
should not, in fact, we must not, pro-
fane the legacy of our grandfathers
who saved Europe in World War I, or
the legacy of our fathers who saved Eu-
rope from fascism in World War II and
then set up NATO to prevent a World
War III. But we would profane their
legacy if we let the affluence and the
comfortable security that their sac-
rifice has brought us weaken our re-
solve to uphold the principles that still
define America.

Heroic leaders do not shrink from
their moral instincts because their own
personal security is not directly
threatened. They act when they know
that only they can make a difference.
They act, because it is the right and
the principled thing to do.

After a quarter of a million people
have been slaughtered, 40,000 women
have been raped, and 2.8 million people
have been driven from their homes, it
is the right and the principled thing to
do to put a stop to this ethnic cleans-
ing, the slaughter that will clearly con-
tinue, unless America shows its heroic
character once again.

Our troops are the clear expression of
our national heroic character, and that
is why we should support them by vot-
ing for the Hamilton resolution.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. PACKARD].

(Mr. PACKARD asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, having
just returned from Bosnia and having
met with each of the three Presidents
and many of the other leaders of the

different factions there, I came away
convinced that the leaders do not un-
derstand the peace agreement, the
Dayton accord, the same way. Each of
them looks at it differently. There are
serious misunderstandings among the
leaders that put their initials on the
accord and will be signed perhaps to-
morrow.

Those differences are major and sig-
nificant differences. If they exist
among the leaders, they surely will
exist among the people. The expecta-
tions of the people and the leaders
there of the United States is that we
will be much more involved in the cost,
the payment, and the providing of dif-
ferent activities than what the peace
accord calls for.

Some of them feel that we will be re-
sponsible as Americans to pay for
many things that we have no respon-
sibility to do. The refugees, the re-
building, the building of the infrastruc-
ture, the paying for the free elections
and for the many commissions that
this peace accord calls for, they expect
the American people, the American
taxpayers, to support all of these func-
tions. Yet that is not the intent of the
accord and the American people are
not expected to do so.

These confusing understandings from
the leaders are not going to lead to a
peaceful condition there. I foresee that
peace will not come to that region,
with or without the American troops. I
do not understand how they can have
peace with the feelings that they have.
There are some that are today reject-
ing the peace accord.

Mr. Speaker, I think that it is a trag-
edy and a mistake for us to send troops
there. I do not support the President’s
policy. This resolution implies support
of the President’s policy.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
distinguished gentleman from Mary-
land [Mr. CARDIN].

(Mr. CARDIN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, for the past 4
years, we have witnessed systematic ethnic
cleansing in the former Yugoslavia. The Unit-
ed States and its allies have done precious lit-
tle. It is an outrage to humanity that Europe
and the United States stood on the sidelines,
watching the aggressors willfully violate inter-
national standards of human rights.

It can be argued that it is too late to help
the people of Bosnia. That Sarajevo lies in
rubble. That Europe is primarily to blame for
the failure to act. That the United States
should have exercised its leadership earlier. In
my opinion, all of these concerns are true.

However, it is never too late to act to stop
human atrocities. President Clinton deserves
the international community’s appreciation for
bringing the warring parties together.

Although all of us hope these recent peace
efforts will succeed, I have serious questions
about this NATO mission. The territorial
boundaries that have been agreed upon lack
historical confidence. The will of the leadership
in the former Yugoslavia for peace is uncer-
tain. Yet, this agreement presents the only

hope for peace and an end to the massive
human rights abuses.

There are those who believe that we have
no national interest in Bosnia. I disagree. Sta-
bility in the Balkans is important to a stable
Europe and a stable Europe is important to
the economic and security interests of the
United States. It is also in the national interest
to speak loudly against the continuation of eth-
nic cleansing.

Others say correctly that the United States
cannot act in all parts of the world when
human rights are violated. However, that
should not be a justification for failing to act
when we can.

Mr. Speaker, I have serious reservations
about the military strategy of this mission. I am
concerned as to whether the time table is rea-
sonable and as to whether we can achieve
peace. I am disappointed that the President
has chosen not to precede under the war
powers act, to seek congressional approval to
send our troops to a foreign hostile area.

In addition, the house leadership has regret-
tably failed to allow us to consider a resolu-
tion, similar to what is being considered by the
other body, which speaks to an appropriate
exit policy. An appropriate exit policy clearly
would ensure the arming and training of the
Bosnian Moslems, the primary victims of ag-
gression, It is imperative for NATO forces to
exit the region with the Bosnian Moslems ade-
quately prepared and knowing that a long-term
NATO presence is not necessary because
there is an equal military balance among the
formerly warring factions.

However, the three resolutions that are be-
fore us today do not speak to these military
concerns. Therefore, I voted against the rule
in which these resolutions where made in
order.

It is clear from court decisions that the
President has the constitutional authority to
commit U.S. troops to this mission. All of us,
regardless of our views as to whether the
President should commit the United States to
the NATO implementation force, stand behind
our troops, therefore, the only resolution that I
can support is the Hamilton resolution which
speaks to the support of our troops and points
out concerns raised by Members.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
3 minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Connecticut [Mr. GEJDEN-
SON].

Mr. GEJDENSON. Mr. Speaker, I
would hope that the Members before
voting take their responsibility seri-
ously enough to read the Hamilton res-
olution. The Hamilton resolution
states where we are. It states that the
President has committed the troops.
This House has refused to cut off the
funding to place troops in the field by
failing to support the Dornan resolu-
tion, the Dornan legislation, and so
today before us the only solid support
for the troops in the field comes from
the Hamilton resolution.

Now, there are debates about the pol-
icy. I for one think the policy has suc-
ceed to date. The fighting has stopped,
America has used its air power, as
many argued that it could not, to bring
the sides to the peace table. The Presi-
dent brought them to the United
States and to Ohio, and achieved a
ceasefire.
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All of us are concerned about casual-

ties. That is the only question that re-
mains. If the Congress, House, and Sen-
ate, wanted not to send troops to
Bosnia, they needed to vote to cut off
the funding to make sure no troops
would go there. In the Senate that was
rejected some 70 votes to less than 30.
In the House it was rejected as well.

So tonight, as we look at the oppor-
tunities for peace in the former Yugo-
slavia republic, the debate before us is
a simple one: Do we or do we not sup-
port the troops as they enter that field
of operation?

The Hamilton resolution resolves
that the House of Representatives un-
equivocally supports the men and
women of the United States Armed
Forces who are carrying out their mis-
sion in support of the peace in Bosnia
and Herzegovina with professional ex-
cellence, dedication, patriotism, and
extreme bravery.

General Scowcroft and former U.N.
Ambassador Fitzpatrick agree with
that posture. They believe that Amer-
ica must fulfill this commitment. But
today it seems some would like to have
it both ways. They would like to wring
their hands about the policy, say that
they support the troops, but, on the
other hand, take no real action.

Mr. Speaker, it seems to me the only
real action before us that we can con-
sider today and seriously give support
to our troops is not one that wrings its
hands about the potential dangers that
we are all concerned about. But if you
read that Resolution 302 that was read,
it does not state strong support for our
military. I know the Members that
voted for it meant to do it, but they
have not done it, unless they vote for
the Hamilton resolution.

Mr. Speaker, this is the right thing
to do tonight. The question of the secu-
rity and safety of our men is one that
will stay with each and every one of us
for the time they are in the field. But
the right thing to do as they go off is
to give them the support of this Con-
gress as this Congress gave its troops
support as they entered Desert Storm.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 2 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, the resolution before us
has been carefully crafted. I urge my
colleagues to read it throughout. Al-
though carefully written, I believe it is
flawed. Not so much for what it says,
but for what it fails to say. It fails to
state what a majority of this House be-
lieves—that our troops are being de-
ployed on a seriously flawed mission.

We all fully support our troops,
strongly unequivocally. the vote we
just concluded unmistakably dem-
onstrates that.

I urge our Members not to weaken
that message. Accordingly, I submit
that the Hamilton resolution is redun-
dant and should be defeated.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
3 minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from New York [Mrs. LOWEY].

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, voting
whether or not to send American

troops abroad is the most difficult de-
cision that any Member of Congress
will ever face.

I still have questions and concerns
about our exit strategy and about the
dangers our troops will face on the
ground in Bosnia. The peace agreement
we will help enforce is not perfect. The
risks and the dangers are real.

But what is the alternative?
We have all been horrified at the

events in Bosnia over the last several
years. Mass executions. Torture. Sys-
tematic rape. Ethnic cleansing.

For the past 3 years, we called for an
end to the horrors. We condemned. We
impose sanctions and embargoes. We
bombed.

And finally the prestige and the
armed might of America brought both
sides to the negotiating table to
achieve peace.

So what now, now that peace is won?
Will we turn our heads and look the

other way as Central Europe descends
further into barbarism? Will we shut
our eyes to the ethnic cleansing and
the genocide? Will we walk away and
doom this peace agreement to failure?

We dare not. Make no mistake: Re-
fusal to send United States troops to
Bosnia will end the peace. There will be
no peace without the leadership of the
United States.

Some argue that we have no national
interest at stake in Bosnia. I must dis-
agree.

We have a national interest in assist-
ing and supporting our NATO allies.
We have a strong national interest in
preserving peace in Central Europe.
And we have a compelling national in-
terest in stopping ethnic cleansing and
genocide.

At stake today is whether the United
States will continue to assume a lead-
ership role in the world, or whether we
will retreat into isolationism. This de-
bate is about our national character,
our moral leadership

Mr. Speaker, the United States still
stands for something very special in
this world. Since World War II this Na-
tion has maintained freedom’s watch
around the globe. We have paid a heavy
price for our vigilance—but that is the
price we must pay to ensure the suc-
cess of liberty. We are the world’s
moral leader—and we must not shirk
that leadership.

Our troops are the world’s best. They
are brave—and they are ready.

Mr. Speaker, we must help bring
peace to Bosnia. The United States has
the ability to respond, we have the ob-
ligation to respond, and we must re-
spond.

Let’s support this resolution. Let’s
support our troops.

b 2245

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Califor-
nia [Mr. BAKER].

Mr. BAKER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, it is an honor to speak here on this
subject.

Mr. Speaker, our foreign policy is
flawed. The State Department told us

that the people of Yugoslavia could not
get along, so we had to divide Yugo-
slavia. We set up Croatia, we set up
Bosnia and we set up Macedonia. We
broke up Yugoslavia because the people
there could not get along.

But in Bosnia, the map makers, not
unlike the gerrymanderers that ran
this place for 40 years, drew an intri-
cate map in Bosnia and said, these peo-
ple are all going to live under each
other and they will live in harmony
and peace. And the killing goes on.

And the folks in Sarajevo took a poll,
and the Serbians, who comprise about
33 percent of Sarajevo and have for 500
years, said we will not live under the
Moslems. So they do not like the plan.

The Mujahedian, who have been im-
ported from the Middle East, 4,000
strong, are there to protect Islam. And
they do not care about us and they do
not care about the Croatians and they
do not care about the Serbians. They
have a different agenda. But our state
Department says, we are going to rec-
ognize this new central government
and, by golly, they are all going to live
in peace, and we are going to go there
and enforce this peace. It is a flawed
foreign policy.

If we really believe these people can
live in peace, go back to one Yugo-
slavia and at least give them some ter-
ritory, where Croatia, Serbia and the
Muslims can live with some distance
between them.

We used to have a resolution that
said the President has asked us to sup-
port his policy and, mysteriously, that
was dropped out of the resolution be-
cause now we have nothing left but
pretty words. Now we say, we, some
Members of Congress, have questions.
We have reservations.

I cannot get up the first question
when I try to make a list of questions,
and that is, how the heck do we get out
of here? How do we keep from being en-
meshed in this quagmire that has gone
on for 500 years? How do we save the
lives of our young men and women?
This Democratic alternative is a fig
leaf under any word.

Please vote no.
Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield

1 minute to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Minnesota [Mr. VENTO].

(Mr. VENTO asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of the Hamilton resolution,
and I think the Members of this body
ought to support it, too.

We had our vote on cutting off the
funds; and we said we did not want to
cut off the funds. Now we are suggest-
ing we are going to send a mixed mes-
sage. I suggest some in this body want
to have it both ways.

We suggest that we want a peace ac-
cord that has no risk. If there were no
risk, we would not need military troops
in Europe; we would certainly not need
them in Bosnia.

Surely, there is risk involved in this,
but the fact is, we did not start this
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foreign policy in November of 1995,
such as the resolutions that many
Members referred to were initiated at
that point. In fact, of course, the com-
mitments in this particular instance,
in Bosnia, Yugoslavia, go back to the
former administration, and certainly
at least 2 years with this administra-
tion.

No, the right posture here is to vote
for this resolution to provide the type
of support and to understand that, in-
deed, there are risks. There are going
to be incidents. There are going to be
accidents. We should be very concerned
about it, but the goal they are trying
to accomplish is a reasonable one and
one that this Nation should stand be-
hind, Mr. Speaker.

I rise today to support both our peace-meet-
ing troops and the decision to commit them in
support of the Bosnian peace agreement. The
conflict in Bosnia has brought many images of
pain and suffering. Reports indicate that over
200,000 people have been killed in the con-
flict, mostly civilians as well as military person-
nel. Millions of people in Bosnia were forced
to leave their homes in this war on civilians
and cities. In fact an estimated half the popu-
lation are refuges. Now with American leader-
ship, and the demonstrated re-energized mili-
tary capacity in Croatia and Bosnia this past
spring, negotiations have led to a peace
agreement that offers hope to the people of
the Balkans. In order to monitor this agree-
ment and create the basis for a lasting peace,
the United States and its NATO allies have
been asked by the parties involved to contrib-
ute a peacekeeping force and have agreed to
enforce the peace.

Because of the instability caused by the Bal-
kan conflict, repercussions from a continued
conflict go far beyond the Balkans and threat-
en United States interests in all of Europe,
Greece, and Turkey. This area has been freed
from the control of communism and now faces
the re-emergence of ethnic and religious ten-
sions, and an unpredictable and dangerous
nationalism. The harsh conflicts among peo-
ples and nations in this region seriously risk
the new found liberty and the hope of a lasting
peace. In such a situation, an opportunity to
bolster peace cannot be discarded, especially
in light of the past 4 years of suffering.

The Dayton peace agreement gives the
U.S.-led NATO forces the ability and authority
to accomplish their mission of peace. I support
this peacekeeping operation as it is truly a
peacekeeping mission. Our peacekeeping
forces will be in a dangerous environment, but
one in which the parties have agreed to a
peace settlement. This separates and estab-
lishes a distinct difference with the deploy-
ments in Lebanon or Somalia, and the Persian
Gulf action, which in essence was a full
fledged action to repel Iraq.

The Dayton peace agreement provides for
the withdrawal of foreign parties, the removal
of heavy weapons, and the reduction in the
numbers of forces and such material. Impor-
tant negotiations will further define and limit
armaments and armed forces in the region.
Hopefully the militaries can be built down to
an improved parity; instead of built up for fu-
ture instability and conflict.

Ironically, the insistence by some to condi-
tion their support on United States assurances
of supplying and training of the Bosnian Mos-

lems may in fact compromise the neutral role
that the United States seeks to offer as peace-
keepers. This factor could indeed raise the
risks associated with the U.S. peacekeeping
role, and that apparent risk initially has caused
significant angst by the same Members of
Congress who promote the training and sup-
plying proposal. This confuses and tends to
contradict the issue they advance.

The decision to send U.S. troops is not one
to be taken lightly. Each soldier’s life is impor-
tant, for family, friends, and our Nation. The
troops being sent will have the ability to de-
fend themselves. Their training has prepared
them for this situation. No doubt there will be
accidents and some incidents in which sol-
diers lives may be lost. I am very concerned
but am hopeful that the Dayton protocols will
work to prevent the loss of peacekeepers
lives.

The mission of peace, given the cir-
cumstances shaped with American participa-
tion and support, is important and justifies this
U.S. peacekeeping role and contribution. U.S.
leadership is necessary to move the peace
that has been started into a new future for the
people of the region. I urge my colleagues to
support the resolution offered by Representa-
tive Hamilton.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, may I in-
quire how much time we have
consumed?

The SPEAKER pro tempore [Mr.
BUNNING of Kentucky]. The gentleman
from New York [Mr. GILMAN] has 191⁄2
minutes and the gentleman from Indi-
ana [Mr. HAMILTON] has 15 minutes.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 8
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Illinois [Mr. HYDE], chair-
man of the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

[Mr. HYDE asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, first of all,
let me say why I oppose the well-mean-
ing, but I think flawed resolution of
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HAM-
ILTON]. It will be interpreted as fully
supporting the President’s policy. Even
though it does not say so, and wisely
so, I think that is the way the press is
spinning it, as the Dornan resolution,
cut off all the funds, a middle ground
expressing opposition but supporting
the troops in the Buyer-Skelton resolu-
tion; and this is the other edge of the
spectrum, namely supporting the
President.

But having voted for Buyer-Skelton
and having voted for Dornan, mostly I
cannot support this because purporting
to cover the waterfront, it is very be-
nign as to objections the whole policy.
The language is, Whereas some Mem-
bers of Congress have questions and
concerns about certain aspects of the
peace implementation process. I do not
have questions or concerns, I oppose it,
and so do most of the people; in fact,
everybody who voted for Buyer-Skel-
ton, because it said, we oppose the pol-
icy.

So to say we have questions and con-
cerns is just too mild. It is too gos-
samer. It just does not cover it. So for
that reason, I cannot support it, al-

though otherwise it has good language
supporting our troops; but the Buyer-
Skelton resolution did that, too.

Now, clearly, Mr. Speaker, I oppose
putting 20,000-plus troops in extreme
and certain danger during what I be-
lieve to be a time-out in a series of
wars that have been fueled by ethnic
and religious hatreds, spawned cen-
turies ago. But the key to all this is
our national interest, our national in-
terest.

Now, somebody has decided our na-
tional interest is not at play in Rwan-
da, even though millions of people have
been killed, even though there is no de-
mocracy there, but our national inter-
ests are not involved. The same thing
is true in the Sudan. Millions of people
have been killed there, refugees, dis-
locations, starvation, racial and reli-
gious hatreds, but our national inter-
ests are not involved there.

So that becomes very important. And
so we look at Bosnia-Herzegovina and
we say, where are our national inter-
ests there?

By way of comparison, we look at
Desert Storm and our national inter-
ests were clearly involved. We had a
defined enemy, a potential nuclear
power with other weapons of mass de-
struction out waging an aggressive war
against Kuwait and putting at risk the
major petroleum reserves in the world
in the Persian Gulf. If Kuwait had fall-
en, Saudi Arabia would have fallen and
the economies of the world would have
been in the vice-like grip of Saddam
Hussein.

So, for me, and I am not a particu-
larly bright fellow, I could see our na-
tional interest bristling in that situa-
tion. And the President saw it and the
President wanted to commit troops
over there. But those of us with some
institutional memory, not all, I am
sure, remember the vote of January 12
of 1991 where we got 86 Democrat votes
yes and 179 no, and not one Democrat
leader supported President Bush.

I am not going to take the time, Mr.
Speaker, to discuss the bills of im-
peachment, three of them, that were
brought against President Reagan and
President Bush by various people, as
well as litigation. I have the bills of
impeachment and I have the com-
plaints in my office. But I would like
to note parenthetically that one of the
charges in the bill of impeachment
against Reagan was the abuse of the
United States press in perpetuating a
disinformation campaign against Colo-
nel Qadhafi of Libya during the sum-
mer of 1986. That, I think, is classic.

In looking over the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD at the debates over Desert
Storm, and I grant Members they are
not identical at all, one was war and
this is peace, sort of. Sort of. We are
going in with lots of armament,
though, to protect. To enforce, not pro-
tect the peace. But our national inter-
ests, in my judgment, others may wish
what they want or think what they
want, were directly involved in Desert
Storm.
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Let me read from the debate what

one of the gentlewomen from Michigan
had to say, and I quote, and this is Jan-
uary 12, 1991, the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD. I will give Members the pages
if they want them, but here is what she
said.

In a time of limited resources to rebuild
our cities, feed and house our homeless, edu-
cate our young, why is this administration
so eager to spend billions in a far-off land
that will have no meaningful impact on re-
solving the social and economic problems
confronting every American every day right
here at home?

Another gentleman, who was re-
cently a senatorial candidate in the far
west, in a primary, says:

Today, a large American force sits
uneasily in the Arabian desert. They do not
have a clear idea why they are there, the
American people do not have a clear idea
why they are there, and Congress does not
have a clear idea why they are there. Mr
Speaker, if we learned anything from the
military misadventures of the last 40 years,
it is that U.S. military might should not be
committed to battle without a clear state-
ment of U.S. objectives and the broad sup-
port of the American people.

Another senatorial candidate from a
State very near and dear to me. Here is
what he had to say:

I certainly do not know that I could go up
and tell someone who has lost a husband
that it was more important for this Congress
to show unity than patience. But I would
hope that this Congress would not squander
its constitutional birth right over some am-
biguous possibility or partisan loyalty to
any President, Democrat or Republican.

The ranking member on the Commit-
tee on International Relations was
very clear when he said in that debate,
‘‘We have a constitutional responsibil-
ity to vote at the time when and if the
President concludes force is necessary.
That decision must be made jointly.’’

Then we have a gentleman from Cali-
fornia, a long-standing member of the
Congress, who said, and I quote:

I have not heard any of you say a single
thing for which I would vote to send even
one American to die. The only valid issue is
whether to give Bush authority to order
thousands, even tens of thousands to their
death. For those who persist, it should suf-
fice to point out the United States is insol-
vent. To increase our deficit and debt by
over $50 billion should turn the most aggres-
sive warriors away from combat.

Now, we have a man from Massachu-
setts, who is skilled in the field of tele-
communications and others, and very
articulate, and here is what he said:

No one could explain to me what the war
in Vietnam was all about. I swore then that
if I were ever in any position of power, I
would do everything I could to assure that
before any young persons were asked to lay
down his or her life for our country, we
would be able to explain to that young man’s
friends and family the reasons why. So far I
have not heard any explanations that would
satisfy the loved ones of the new generation
who now stand poised to fight in the Persian
Gulf. It is a shame.

MODIFICATION TO HOUSE RESOLUTION 306
OFFERED BY MR. HAMILTON

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution

be modified by deleting the preamble
and all of the test before the resolved
clause so that the resolution be modi-
fied by deleting the preamble and all of
the text before the resolved clause so
that the resolution would simply read,
‘‘Resolved, That the House of Rep-
resentatives unequivocally supports
the men and women of the United
States Armed Forces who are carrying
out their mission in support of peace in
Bosnia and Herzegovina with profes-
sional excellence, dedicated patriotism,
and exemplary bravery.’’

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

Mr. BAKER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I object.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I won-
der if the gentleman who objected
would permit me to explain why I made
the request.

Mr. BAKER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I think we can save a lot of time by
saying in the Buyer resolution we have
done this.

b 2300

Mr. HAMILTON. Would the gen-
tleman permit me to explain?

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BUNNING). Objection is heard.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to the gentlewoman from
Texas, Ms. JACKSON-LEE].

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE asked was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE. Mr. Speaker,
this is a wrenching decision. It is a de-
cision that will have to be made this
evening in its purest sense. I beg to dif-
fer with my colleagues, because they
are skating the issue. This is a weighty
decision. I can respect the disagree-
ment of colleagues; I cannot accept the
hypocrisy.

The gentleman rose just a few min-
utes ago to ask that we go on record
standing here tonight unequivocally
supporting the men and women headed
to Bosnia. The resolution just passed
was one of hypocrisy, albeit I respect
the diversity of opinion and certainly
do respect all who would not want to
put those in harm’s way, but nowhere
in the Buyer amendment did it say un-
equivocally, with no question, do we
support the troops going to Bosnia.

I do not know about my colleagues,
but I am not going home to my con-
stituents, to the American people, for
me to tell them that Shane Hadley and
Dwayne Case and Jeffrey Burkette,
Texans who are on their way to Bosnia,
do not have my support.

So, I would ask those who have a dif-
ference of opinion than I might have
who may have gone to Bosnia, as I did,
who may have talked to the people
there who said Americans are the only
ones who could give peace, and my col-
leagues may not have gone, I simply
say to my colleagues that we have a se-
rious decision to make.

I would ask that my colleagues fol-
low a little child. The Holy Ghost
Catholic School, on December 11, in
Houston, TX, asked me to join them to
pray for our troops. They asked me as
a Congresswoman to take their words
to this House as they lit candles and
prayed. They said, ‘‘We support our
troops. Will you do that, Congress-
women?’’ And I said to them, as I said
to our troops in Germany, unequivo-
cally, this Congress will go on record.

My colleagues, I ask you to simply
put aside the partisan politics. Let us
join together and unequivocally sup-
port our troops.

Mr. Speaker, I want to take this opportunity
to express my strong support for our young
men and women who will be serving in
Bosnia. They deserve our utmost support and
admiration. They are on a mission of peace
that is in the true spirit of what our country
was founded on: life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.

For the past several years, all Americans
have been horrified by the atrocities that have
occurred in the Balkans. Over this time, many
different cease fires and peace agreements
have come and gone. We all prayed for a Eu-
ropean solution, but none was forthcoming.
The time for American leadership has once
again arisen.

As the leaders of the free world, we need to
be part of maintaining a stable and secure Eu-
rope. We stepped in and made a difference in
World War I. And, we saved Europe, and the
world from tyranny by defeating Hitler in World
War II. Now, as the 20th century draws to a
close, our Nation must once again enter the
European theater and promote freedom. We
must learn the lessons of history and speak
firmly and act decisively to create a lasting
peace.

I was part of the first bipartisan delegation
to visit Bosnia, and have seen first hand the
devastation there. I was told by the citizens of
Sarajevo about the 3.2 million refugees, the
over 200,000 people that have been mur-
dered, and the over 6,000 elderly who have
been left homeless. I am confident that our
military will be able to meet the challenges
that will be faced in Bosnia. I am confident be-
cause when I personally met with those troops
who were in Germany and headed to Bosnia,
they said that they were ready. However, they
also said to me, ‘‘We want the American peo-
ple behind us.’’ To those troops and the troops
from Texas in particular—Shane Hadley,
Dwayne Case, Jeffrey Burkette—I promise
that I will work for that support.

The peace agreement has been negotiated
with NATO as the military enforcer. As the
leading power in NATO, and in the world, we
have a moral and duty-bound obligation to
work with our European allies in ensuring
peace in Bosnia. This is not another Vietnam,
and our troops will be able to defend them-
selves. We are the only Nation that has the
technology and ability to deploy the large
numbers of forces that are necessary to set
up a large-scale military operation in a short
amount of time. The Germans, the French, the
British, and the Belgians have all failed. The
citizens of Bosnia want us to help.

As 20,000 American troops prepare to de-
part for Bosnia, let us give our full support to
this mission that is about peace, leadership,
and stability. While our troops will work with
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soldiers of other NATO countries, they will be
under the leadership of an American com-
mander at all times. Some would argue that
we must ignore the problems of the world. But
I say, let us be a part of a larger battle; the
battle for human rights and justice.

I want to applaud the children of the Holy
Ghost Catholic School in my home State of
Texas who in their wisdom came together De-
cember 11 to pray for our troops. The children
read letters, praying for peace. That’s the true
American spirit. I thank them for their courage,
sincerity, and love of what America stands for.

We in Congress have a very difficult deci-
sion to make tonight, but it is not a decision
to send troops to war. It is rather a decision
to uphold the ideas of democracy, to stop the
shooting and the slaughter; to clear the way
for peace.

Like the children of the Holy Ghost School,
we should stand up and give our troops our
support tonight. And we should pray for peace
and pray for the safety of our young men and
women.

My colleagues, I implore you to support our
troops, support the President, support what is
morally right, and above all, put an end to the
madness. Support the Hamilton resolution,
House Resolution 305.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Califor-
nia [Mr. DORNAN].

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tleman from Indiana knows that I have
high regard for him. So I took your
last resolved clause, and I personalized
it. Because I am going to vote against
the amendment, but I am going on the
record with a single, ‘‘I person’’ version
of your resolved.

‘‘I, Congressman ROBERT K. DORNAN,
unequivocally support the 151 men,’’
there are no women in there yet, ‘‘of
the United States Armed Forces who
are carrying out this near-impossible
mission in support of temporary peace
in a gang fight in Bosnia and
Herzegovina with their Reagan-trained
professional excellence, dedicated pa-
triotism, and exemplary bravery, that
they will be called upon to show if they
start stepping on land mines or start
taking sniper fire.’’

That is about it. I support that. I just
came back from the Senate. Only 7 Re-
publicans out of 53 voted against the
amendment offered by KAY BAILEY
HUTCHISON and JIM INHOFE. Only seven.
Mr. Speaker, 46 voted for it, and 1 Dem-
ocrat who has a tough election coming
up.

Over here, the amendment of the gen-
tleman from Indiana [Mr. BUYER], 287.
That is about as strong a support for
the troops as the gentleman from Mis-
souri, IKE SKELTON, whom the troops
love, chairman of Subcommittee on
Military Personnel, exemplary Mem-
ber, loves the men and women in uni-
form. And the gentleman from Indiana
[Mr. BUYER] is not only supporting the
troops, he is one of the troops. He has
been with them in dangerous areas.

Mr. Speaker, I beg my colleagues to-
morrow to get that top intelligence
briefing, and I want my colleagues to
look at this this way. If you were a
young man in Bosnia and you were a

Moslem and you had a country in the
United Nations that the United States
and the European Union recognized as
a nation on April 7, 4 years ago this
coming April, and suddenly your coun-
try is cleaved in half, partitioned, and
your sister was raped for 3 days by 50
people and then set on fire and burned
alive, are you going to write it all off
and keep the peace? I would not, and
neither would my colleagues. And
grudges are going to be filled out, these
blood debts, after we are gone.

I predict we will keep some sort of a
peace for 101⁄2 months and then they
will all come home, and Clinton will
roll the dice trying to get reelected.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. POSHARD].

(Mr. POSHARD asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POSHARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of the Hamilton resolu-
tion.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from New York [Mr. OWENS].

(Mr. OWENS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of the Hamilton amend-
ment. The deployment of American
troops in Bosnia is a very serious un-
dertaking. It is a very risky action. As
policymakers, it is appropriate that we
move with reluctance and hesitation,
but this serious risky action is a vi-
tally necessary action.

Military criminals, thugs with weap-
ons of mass destruction, should not be
allowed to butcher innocent thousands
of civilians as they recklessly grab for
power. On Tuesday in this Chamber,
Prime Minister Shimon Peres of Israel
paid tribute to America with the fol-
lowing words:

As the end of this twentieth century is
nearing, it can verily be described as the
American century. The United States has
built strength and used it to save the globe
from three of its greatest menaces: Nazi tyr-
anny, Japanese militarism, and the Com-
munist challenge. You saved freedom. You
enabled many nations to save their democ-
racies, even as you strive now to assist many
nations to free themselves from their
nondemocratic past. You fought many wars.
You won many victories. Wars did not cause
you to lose heart. Triumphs did not corrupt
you. You remained unspoiled, because you
rejected the spoils of victory.

End of quote by Shimon Peres.
The American people and its armies

should not again and again be called
upon to make great sacrifices in order
to save the civilized world. Our Nation
should make it known that American
resources and American soldiers will
not always be available for every just
cause.

But Bosnia, we have a most appro-
priate time to respond. This is a land-
mark in modern civilization. Our
troops are being deployed within the
context of a well-developed blueprint
for peace. Our troops are being de-

ployed to smother and contain the
virus of ethnic cleansing and racism.
Our troops are being deployed to pro-
vide an opportunity to survive for hun-
dreds of thousands of grieving men,
women, and children. Mr. Speaker, I
urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on the Hamilton
amendment.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, may I in-
quire how much time we have
consumed?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman fro New York [Mr. GILMAN] has
9–1⁄2 minutes remaining, and the gen-
tleman from Indiana [Mr. HAMILTON]
has 11 minutes remaining.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Califor-
nia [Mr. KIM].

(Mr. KIM asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.}

Mr. KIM. Mr. Speaker, I have a high
respect for our ranking member the
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HAMIL-
TON], but I rise in opposition to this
resolution.

We are missing the discussion here
tonight.

First, it goes without saying that ev-
eryone in Congress strongly supports
America’s troops.

In every speech and in every resolu-
tion we have passed about Bosnia, this
Congress has gone on record of provid-
ing unquestionable support for our
troops.

We just passed a resolution with the
same language supporting our troops.

This resolution does not address the
underlying policy issue. But, while I
support our troops, I have serious res-
ervations about the underlying policy
that is sending these troops to Bosnia.

By silencing any policy concerns,
this resolution is sending a confusing,
mixed message. It might be used by
some to claim that there is congres-
sional support for this Bosnia question-
able adventure. That claim would be
totally inaccurate—but they would cite
this resolution.

This resolution does not address 3
important questions:

First, why should the United States
provide over one-third of all the NATO
troops? Many NATO countries are
sending as few as 500 troops. Why 20,000
Americans, the lion’s share?

Second, why don’t we just provide
logistical and support troops like Ger-
many—and Germany is only sending
4,000 supporting troops.

Third, why are we sending troops to
Bosnia when the American public is
overwhelmingly opposed to this oper-
ation? In my office alone, the calls are
100 to 4 opposing the deployment of
troops.

Again, we all strongly support the
troops, it’s the policy we question and
we cannot afford to send a mixed mes-
sage as this resolution would surely do.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
1 minute to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania [Mr. FATTAH].

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, I think,
unfortunately, some with this obses-
sion to embarrass the President are
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going to cause the House to embarrass
itself. When the American troops land
in Bosnia, there is going to be no doubt
by those who face some 20,000 well-
armed, well-trained American troops
what American policy is. We only con-
fuse ourselves by this action that we
are engaged in this evening.

Mr. Speaker, I would hope that we
would support the resolution in front
of us. It is difficult to understand the
contradiction where we could stand
and give a round of applause to the
Prime Minister of Israel as he talked
about taking risks for peace, and then
given our own opportunity here this
evening, we would muffle our message
about what our role is in Bosnia.

The President has taken the leader-
ship. This Congress has refused to
eliminate funds for those troops.
Therefore, the result is that our troops
are going to be there. They are there to
enforce a peace and that peace is well
worthy of the best of America’s efforts.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 11⁄2
minutes to the gentleman from Kansas
[Mr. TIAHRT].

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, I am op-
posed to the Hamilton resolution, not
because those who are supporting it
voted against the Defense Appropria-
tions Act, but I am voting against it
because it is going to be misinterpreted
as supporting the President’s policy.

Mr. Speaker, I do not support the
President’s policy. I sat in Zagreb in a
hotel after being in Bosnia, in Sara-
jevo, and I talked to Marine Lt. Col.
Mark Sifford and his wife, Marianne.
They have 3 children. He is going to
spend his Christmas in Sarajevo away
from his family. The question that his
children have are, ‘‘Why is Daddy not
going to be home?’’ Why are we sending
our parents of these kids at Christmas-
time to a war-torn country? What is
the reason? What is the vital American
interest? Why are we defending this?

I think there are many ways to lead
the world, but sending our men and
women is not one of them. We can lead
in many ways.

Mr. Speaker, I have with me this coin
from the 1st Armored Division. It was
given to me by Sgt. Kempty Watson.
He has a mother that has been crippled
by a car accident. He is the only son
that she has. We are sending American
sons to defend them. It is a failed pol-
icy. I oppose the policy. Vote against
Hamilton, because it will be misinter-
preted.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
4 minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr.
TORRICELLI].
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Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. Speaker, in a
few moments when this debate ends,
the lights are dimmed across the coun-
try, thousands of American families
are still going to sit in fear for those
they love who are in our Armed Forces.

They need to know that we are a proud
and a very grateful Nation. They also
need to understand the historic nature
of this mission.

When the 20th century concludes, Mr.
Speaker, we will close the chapter on
nearly 300 wars. Despite all of our
science and our culture and the ad-
vances of our times, this has been the
most deadly period of human history.
Our troops go to Bosnia to preserve the
peace, to end the genocide, but also be-
cause they are the best hope that the
future is going to be different from the
past. In the Persian Gulf we proved
that the world could fight together for
justice. In Bosnia we proved that we
can stand together to preserve the
peace.

Mr. Speaker, we all wish that it
could be different. But the lessons of
European wars still burn in our mem-
ory. And there have been too many
nights in too many churches and too
many synagogues where we prayed
that never again would the world expe-
rience genocide. Now we are left with
the question, did all of that have mean-
ing? Those memories stay with us for a
reason. Yet my colleagues argue that it
is not fair, it is not right that America
should bear the burden.

Mr. Speaker, it has never been fair. It
was not fair in Flanders. It was not fair
in Okinawa or Normandy.

Mr. Speaker, we are not everybody
else. We are Americans. We have never
accepted history. We have changed it.
Others might accept 250,000 people
dying in their homelands. Other people
might see genocide and slaughter and
learn to look away. We are different.
That is a difference that I am grateful
for every day.

The determination of those who sat
in this Chamber before us, colleagues
who were here before us, led to a tri-
umph of democracy in the world in the
20th century. My colleagues, if we have
the same determination, if we have the
same strength, we can lead to the tri-
umph of peace in the 21st century.
That judgment, Mr. Speaker, holds in
the balance.

Mark Twain once said that in a world
where physical courage is so common,
it is tragic that moral courage should
be so rare. Our troops have the phys-
ical courage to answer the call of our
Nation. In the Hamilton resolution we
determine whether we have the moral
courage to lead, whether, indeed, Mr.
Speaker, we are equal to those who an-
swer the call of our country tonight.

I urge support of the resolution.
Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2

minutes to the gentleman from Florida
[Mr. MICA].

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, this measure
asks us to ignore the policy. My col-
leagues, how can we ignore the policy?
How can we ignore this ultimate policy
failure of this administration and this
President? How can we ignore the
failed policy of Somalia that turned a
humanitarian mission into a nation-
building fiasco that left dozens of
Americans dead and United States tax-
payers still paying billions?

How can we ignore the failed policy
of Haiti, where we sailed into Port-au-
Prince Harbor, retreated, imposed an
embargo on the poorest of the poor, sat
by while the opposition was
exterminated? We destroyed any shred
of the economy and we spent and we
are spending billions and billions, only
to watch 1,100 flee just in the last few
weeks and dozens die at sea because of
our policy. And we are still paying bil-
lions.

How can we tonight ignore the failed
policy of Rwanda where this adminis-
tration ignored Butros Bugalis who
begged and pleaded for action to avoid
a slaughter of three-quarters of a mil-
lion people and they died. And then we
sent troops and then we spent millions.

How can we tonight deny and ignore
a failed policy where for 3 years
Bosnians begged us to change our pol-
icy? This week is Sarajevo, a Bosnian
leader said to me, we did not ask for
your troops. We asked for the policy to
allow us to defend ourselves.

Where was our policy when 12,000 Sa-
rajevo men, women and children were
slaughtered? I saw the countless graves
across the landscape of Sarajevo just in
the last few days and another quarter
of a million people were killed in the
Balkans. Where was our policy?

Bosnians ask me, where was our pol-
icy when the U.N. told Bosnian citizens
at Srebrenica to lay down their arms
and their women and children are
slaughtered. How tonight can we ig-
nore this policy?

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BUNNING of Kentucky). The gentleman
from Indiana [Mr. HAMILTON] has 6
minutes remaining and has the right to
close, and the gentleman from New
York [Mr. GILMAN] has 4 minutes re-
maining.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Texas [Mr. COLEMAN].

(Mr. COLEMAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. Speaker, because
this Congress must stand for a clear
policy, I rise in support of the Presi-
dent’s policy to keep the peace in
Bosnia, and I rise in support of the
Hamilton resolution.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
1 minute to the gentleman from Texas
[Mr. EDWARDS].

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, on Sat-
urday night near midnight, I said good-
bye to several dozen soldiers from my
district leaving their families to go to
Bosnia. It was not easy. It was not easy
for me to say to them face to face that
I had serious reservations about this
mission.

To their credit, they were not both-
ered by that admission from me. Be-
cause I said one thing they could count
on is just as Congress after a vote on
Desert Storm came together and in
support of our soldiers, you could be
assured that Congress, after our votes
on conscience, would come together to
support our troops.
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Yet I am ashamed that because of the

action of one Republican Member of
this House tonight we will be denied
the opportunity to show unanimous
support for our troops.

Let me read to the American people
what that one Member kept us from
being able to vote on tonight.

Resolved that the House of Representa-
tives unequivocally supports the men and
women of the United States armed forces
who are carrying out their mission in sup-
port of peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina with
professional excellence, dedicated patriot-
ism, and exemplary bravery.

It is shameful we will not have the
opportunity to vote on that tonight.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Florida
[Mr. YOUNG], distinguished chairman of
the Subcommittee on National Secu-
rity of the Committee on Appropria-
tions.

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
one of the earlier proponents of the
President’s policy used the word ‘‘hy-
pocrisy’’ when referring to some of the
statements on the Republican side of
the House. The word ‘‘hypocrisy’’
called to attention something of inter-
est to me; that is, how do we really
support the American troops?

The real vote in supporting the
American troops, the soldiers of our
Nation, wherever they might be, came
when we voted on the appropriations
bill to pay for their training, to pay for
their technology, to pay their salaries,
their health care, their educational
benefits, their quality of life. That is
where we voted to support the Amer-
ican troops.

Hypocrisy, one after the other on
this side who come here now to support
the President’s policy, most of them
are the very Members who voted
against funding training, technology,
quality of life for our troops, and re-
fused to support the troops, but they
want to send them to Bosnia to get in-
volved in a war.

Another of the speakers mentioned
history. Let me say something about
history. I read a statement to the
President in the Cabinet Room a short
time ago at a meeting. Subsequently
that same day my distinguished minor-
ity leader read the same statement on
the floor. Let me read it again just for
a few seconds.

No language can describe adequately the
condition of that large portion of the Balkan
peninsula, Serbia, Bosnia, Herzegovina, and
other provinces, political intrigues, constant
rivalries, a total absence of all public spirit,
hatred of all races, animosities of rival reli-
gions and an absence of any controlling
power, nothing short of an army of 50,000 of
the best troops would produce anything like
order in these parts.

History, my colleagues. That was
said by British Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Disraeli in the House of Lords in
August 1878, and history proved his
wisdom.

Pray God that history does not prove
this a disaster with Americans in
Bosnia. We support our troops wher-
ever they might be.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Iowa
[Mr. GANSKE].

Mr. GANSKE. Mr. Speaker, I am
going to oppose this resolution. Assist-
ant Secretary of State Richard
Holbrooke told me that to get this
treaty signed he had to twist arms.

There is a statement in this resolu-
tion that is at the heart of my objec-
tions to the treaty. That has to do with
full cooperation. As earlier this
evening I said, after my visit to Bosnia,
I had some serious reservations about
the commitment. My impression is
that there is a difference of commit-
ment by the signers of this treaty on
how to handle the refugees.

My impression is that there is clearly
unhappiness by the participants about
the territorial provisions. My impres-
sion is that there is major disagree-
ment that will lead to significant lack
of cooperation related to the rearming
of the Bosnian Serbs.

Maybe this is why President
Milosevic over cocktails with the As-
sistant Secretary, is quoted in the
news magazines as saying, ‘‘Richard,
you are a BS artist.’’

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
the balance of my time to the gen-
tleman from Indiana [Mr. BUYER].

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Indiana [Mr. BUYER] is
recognized for 1 minute.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I wish I
could stand here and support my col-
league, the gentleman from Indiana. I
cannot because his resolution obfus-
cates the issue. I can understand also
why my colleague, the gentleman from
Texas [Mr. EDWARDS] came to the floor
here upset because he also understands
that all these whereas clauses in the
Hamilton resolution makes it a flawed
resolution. That is why so many are
upset here today. This is not just one
of these issues of just support the
troops. This bill has a lot of flawed
statements in it. We understand that.

Let me share with my colleagues, we
have voted on this issue. We just voted
on it. Let me tell Members what it
says. It says that this Congress is con-
fident that members of the U.S. armed
forces in who it has the greatest pride
and admiration will perform their re-
sponsibilities with professional excel-
lence, dedicated patriotism, and exem-
plary courage.

We have just voted to support these
troops. We will support these troops.
We grow the defense budgets and pro-
vide for them every day and we will
continue to do that in the future.

Do not support this resolution.
Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield

the balance of my time to the distin-
guished gentleman from Missouri, [Mr.
GEPHARDT], minority leader.

(Mr. GEPHARDT asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. GEPHARDT. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Indiana.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding to
me.

I simply wanted to explain why I was
offering the unanimous consent that I
did. The objection on the other side of
the aisle has been that our resolution
sent a mixed message, implied support,
was redundant, obfuscated. None of
those charges have been spelled out in
language, but I take them as genuine
concerns on the part of the other side.
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So I wanted to strip all of that out

and leave simply the language of un-
equivocal support.

Now, the striking thing about the
Buyer-Skelton amendment is that the
word support does not appear in it. Ex-
pressing confidence in the troops is not
the same the Congress supporting the
troops. If we finish our work tonight
with the Buyer-Skelton resolution
adopted and the Hamilton resolution
defeated, we will have not supported
the troops by a specific resolution of
this Congress.

Mr. PETERSON of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. GEPHARDT. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Florida, who served 61⁄2
years in a prison in Vietnam.

Mr. PETERSON of Florida. First of
all, let me say to my friend from Mis-
souri, I did vote for the appropriations
bill, so what I say is with that kind of
support to the troops.

I served in Vietnam for a long time.
I did not have a unanimous or, if you
will, magnanimous, unequivocal sup-
port from this Congress while I served
in Vietnam. The troops that are going
to Bosnia will not have one either be-
cause of one objection. We have missed
an opportunity to do a bipartisan, un-
equivocal support of our troops in
Bosnia.

The only thing, incidentally, that
General Crouch asked us to give him
when we were in Freiburg, we asked
what can we do for you? He said ‘‘Give
me something I can give to my troops
that says you support them.’’

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. GEPHARDT. I yield to the gen-
tleman from New York.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I would
just like to clarify, the gentleman from
Indiana [Mr. HAMILTON] said there was
nothing in the Buyer resolution to
show support. On page 4 of that resolu-
tion, it says, ‘‘ * * * is furnished the
resources and support that he needs to
ensure the safety, support, and well-
being of such members of the Armed
Forces.’’

Mr. GEPHARDT. Mr. Speaker, re-
claiming my time, let me say to the
Members tonight, I think we have gone
up and down the hill of whether this
says support. The real important vote
tonight was whether or not we would
cut off the funds, and I know there
were many Members in the body that
voted to do that. I respect their vote.

Once that decision was made, we
then had a resolution which set out
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people’s concerns about what was hap-
pening and did, I agree, set out a meas-
ure of support for the troops.

Our intent in presenting this resolu-
tion was not to change the editorial
content, not to go back over the deci-
sion of whether or not we would cut off
the funds but, as we did after the
Persion Gulf debate in 1991, try to get
a bipartisan, unanimous if we could,
expression of this body that we support
the troops, so that the people in the
field leading the troops could have a
piece of paper that would say unequivo-
cally that the people of the United
States, however they may be divided
on what was happening and how it was
happening, supported, without ques-
tion, what they were doing.

We passed almost identical wording
in 1991, 399 to 6. And I would ask the
gentleman from Indiana, if we have an
opportunity before we quit, to ask
unanimous consent again, and I would
ask the Members who wanted to object
to rethink it, because I think it would
be a good thing for us as a Congress to-
night to say to our people there, who
will be in harm’s way, everybody
agrees, we hope no one dies, we hope no
one is injured, but that Congress in a
bipartisan way wants to unequivocally
say tonight, after all of our disputes
have been settled one way or the other,
that we stand behind our troops.

Let me just say one thing in closing,
and then I will try to get out of the
way so the gentleman can perhaps try
to do this again. Alexis de Tocqueville
once talked about America’s morality.
He said this:

I sought for the greatness and generosity
of America in her commodious harbors and
ample rivers, and it was not there. I sought
for it in her democratic Congress and her
matchless Constitution, and it was not
there. Not until I went into the churches of
America and heard her pulpits flame with
righteousness did I understand the secret of
her generosity and power. America is a great
country because she is good, and if America
ever ceases to be good, America will cease to
be great.

Ladies and gentlemen of the Con-
gress, this is a good country, and it is
a great country, and for all of our dif-
ferences tonight on what is happening,
we have made a choice not to stop this
deployment. I ask the Members to try
to come together tonight in a biparti-
san way and in an unequivocal way to
say to our troops, however we may dif-
fer about what is happening, we stand
behind each of you through every
minute and day of this great exercise.

Mr. DIXON. Mr.Speaker, I rise in support of
the resolution offered by the gentleman from
Indiana [Mr. HAMILTON]. No member of this
body takes lightly the decision to place the
lives of American troops at risk. In this case,
I believe President Clinton has done his best
to minimize the risk and there is strong jus-
tification for joining the NATO peacekeeping
force.

People in the Balkan region have suffered
greatly over the last 4 years as a result of the
Bosnian conflict. In the quiet of our living
rooms, we have seen and read about many of
the horrors of the war. The killing of civilians,

mass executions, and shortages of food, shel-
ter, and other basic necessities have evoked
outrage and sympathy from around the world.

Over the past few months, United States
negotiators have succeeded in persuading the
warring parties in Bosnia to agree to a peace
plan. Now is not the time to turn our backs on
the important role we play in the success of
this agreement. The parties have agreed to
tough compromises, yet it is the presence of
the NATO peace implementation force that
gives each party the confidence that the oth-
ers will uphold their parts of the agreement.
The United States must join its NATO allies in
an effort to give the people of Bosnia the
chance to peacefully coexist, build s democ-
racy, and ensure that the horrors of war do
not reoccur.

The United States has a vital interest in en-
suring that peace in the region is sustained.
Renewed war would not only exacerbate the
suffering of the Bosnian people, the conflict
could spread to nearby nations. Expansion of
the war may draw us into a future conflict that
requires a greater U.S. commitment—one
which might not be limited to a peacekeeping
role.

As a leader in the world and NATO, the
United States must show willingness to work
with our allies. Our participation in NATO has
contributed to stability in Europe and to our
victory in the cold war. NATO is an integrated
military structure whose effectiveness depends
on the United States, its largest member. Ne-
glecting our leadership role in efforts to end
the Bosnian conflict could erode our standing
with our international partners and call into
question our commitment to longstanding al-
lies. We cannot afford to undermine those alli-
ances.

The safety of U.S. military personnel on this
mission is of paramount importance. I have
been impressed with the administration’s ef-
forts to pursue a peace agreement that our
military could implement and enforce. The
mission has been narrowly defined and the
President has ensured that the troops will be
able to react with force if threatened. While
there are risks to this mission, efforts have
been made to minimize the possibility of harm.

We are all aware of the atrocities committed
in this war. The United States has been ac-
tively involved in the peace process. Participa-
tion in the NATO peacekeeping is a final step
we must take to give the parties in the
Bosnian conflict a chance to live in peace.

Mr. FAZIO of California. Mr. Speaker; I rise
in support of the resolution offered by the gen-
tleman from Indiana [Mr. HAMILTON]. This well-
considered resolution offers unequivocal sup-
port for the men and women of the U.S.
Armed Forces as they prepare to carry out
their mission in Bosnia.

My colleagues, over the last 4 years, more
than half of Bosnia’s prewar population has
been murdered, starved, or driven out of their
homes. With American leadership, a cease-fire
has finally been brokered which will bring an
end to Bosnia’s suffering.

The Hamilton resolution acknowledges the
questions and concerns that many members
of the House have about this policy, but it af-
firms congressional support for our troops.

If we fail to keep our commitment in Bosnia,
the credibility of our leadership elsewhere in
Europe and throughout the world will be called
into question.

I urge my colleagues to support our troops
in Europe by supporting the Hamilton resolu-
tion.

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to urge my
colleagues to support the Hamilton resolution
on American troops in Bosnia.

My decision on what is the proper course of
action for the United States to take in this Bal-
kan conflict is the most difficult one I have
faced since coming to Congress. I have
searched my conscience to do what is best for
my country, understanding that many of my
constituents do not support American troops in
the Balkans.

I have been horrified by the violations of
human rights that have taken place in
Bosnia—the ethnic cleansing, the concentra-
tion camps, the rapes, the mass murders, the
wanton military attacks against unarmed civil-
ians.

At the same time, I could not support the
provision of American arms for the Bosnian
Moslems or Croats, because I feared it would
lead to more killings, more disregard for
human rights and human life.

This is a crisis that has defied easy an-
swers. If there were a simple solution to bring-
ing this bloodshed to an end, our European al-
lies would have accomplished it.

They were not able to bring an end to this
war and, are a result, the United States has
lead the effort for peace, bringing the parties
in conflict, at their request, to the negotiating
table.

The President, in his capacity as Com-
mander in Chief has exercised his constitu-
tional authority. The Congress will now decide
whether or not we will support American
Troops, already being deployed on the
Ground.

American troops deserve the unequivocal
support of the Congress in this effort for
peace, for peace, not war.

I recognize fully that there are risks attend-
ant to this peace mission, but the United
States of America must be on the side of
peace and lead—demonstrate to the world
that we can and will live up to our great herit-
age and place a moral force for peace on the
blood-stained soil of the Balkans. The pursuit
of peace must rise above the pursuit of reelec-
tion.

Two of the resolutions before us tonight do
not provide complete support for American
troops. The Dornan resolution purports to back
our peacekeepers, but refuses to give them
funds to do their job. The Buyer/Skelton reso-
lution expresses confidence in our forces but
undercuts the justification for their deployment.

Anything less than our total commitment to
backing the women and men of the United
States Armed Forces at a time when they are
trying to bring peace to Bosnia injects politics,
not statesmanship. While the United States of
America cannot be a policeman of the world,
we cannot be bystanders either. The exhor-
tation ‘‘Blessed are the peacemakers’’ moves
me to support this effort.

Only the Hamilton resolution expresses our
support clearly and without reservation and I
support it.

Mrs. CLAYTON. Mr. Speaker, tonight Amer-
ica stands at a crossroads. Tonight we must
decide whether we are going to honor our
global commitments and responsibilities, or
are we going to retreat into the muddy waters
of isolationism, turning our back on our friends
and allies. Tonight, Mr. Speaker, this body
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must decide if we are going to stand firmly be-
hind our troops or are we going to point fin-
gers and make a stance for political gain?

The choice is simple, Mr. Speaker, tonight
we must act to honor our global commitments
and stand firmly behind our American troops.

Mr. Speaker, the case for United States mili-
tary involvement in Bosnia is clear, it is com-
pelling, and it is credible. First, the Dayton
Peace Accord is an American brokered peace
agreement. Failure by the United States to
participate in enforcing this agreement will
greatly diminish American leadership and call
into question the viability of NATO. Second,
faith in our democratic ideals obliges us to act.
Over 250,000 men, women, and children have
died in this war, while 2 million more have
been forced into becoming refugees through
‘‘ethnic cleansing’’ and torture. Third, Amer-
ican troops will make up one-third of a much
larger contingent of British, French, German,
Russian, and other troops whose mission it
will be to enforce a peace agreement that the
Presidents of Bosnia, Croatia, and Serbia
have willingly entered into. Accordingly, the
risk to these troops will be much less than if
they were being used as combatants to mili-
tarily impose an American solution. Fourth,
American participation now, will prevent the
war from reigniting and spreading into neigh-
boring NATO allies and struggling new democ-
racies. Widespread conflict in Europe would
threaten our security and require a far different
and more costly American intervention in the
future.

At stake, Mr. Speaker, is nothing less than
the ability of the United States to influence,
shape, and guide the complex forces that are
tearing at the seams of not only the United
States, but of the world. For, make no mistake
about it, Mr. Speaker, a failure of the United
States to share in the burden of enforcing the
peace in Bosnia will be a direct abrogation of
American leadership—leadership, that we
have earned through the sweat and blood of
hundreds of thousands of our young men and
women, who died and sacrificed so that we
may know peace and prosperity.

However, as I have said before, placing the
lives of American soldiers at risk is something
that should never be done lightly. They are the
living embodiment of our collective desires
and dreams for a better tomorrow. As the
symbolic custodians of the public will, this
body has an obligation to ensure that these
young men and women are supported and
that they are given the very best chance to
successfully fulfill their mission. The Dayton
Peace Accord does these things.

Mr. Speaker, Bosnia is a test. It is a test of
our willingness to lead in an uncertain world.
And, it is a test of our commitment to our
NATO and Russian allies.

Some of my colleagues, Mr. Speaker, will
argue that the conflict in Bosnia does not
threaten our vital national security interests
sufficiently enough to merit risking the lives of
25,000 American soldiers. But, I ask, who
among us, Mr. Speaker, does not believe that
the viability and vitality of NATO as an entity
will be called into question if the United States
fails to act now, at this crucial period in our
history when Europe is experiencing its most
brutal conflict since World War II? Who among
us does not believe that our enemies will be
emboldened to act in the face of American in-
action and indecision? Who among us, Mr.
Speaker, believes that the United States will

be able to influence and coerce other nations
to act when we ourselves are unwilling to
commit our own sons and daughters?

Mr. Speaker, leadership requires much
more than words—it demands action. Through
American-led NATO airstrikes and consistent
American diplomacy, the Presidents of Serbia,
Bosnia and Croatia came to Dayton, OH, to
pursue peace. It is that peace agreement that
we must now act to enforce. History has
taught us that in the absence of American
leadership and involvement in Europe, aggres-
sive regimes rise to threaten, not only the se-
curity of European neighbors, but our own vital
national security interests. American inaction
now, Mr. Speaker, will without doubt bring to
an end the fragile peace that we are now wit-
nessing blossom in Bosnia. Have we forgotten
the horrible pictures of the malnourished and
underclothed men waiting to die in the con-
centration camps spread across the remains
of Yugoslavia? Have we forgotten the testi-
mony of the thousands of women who were
viciously raped or helplessly watched as their
young sons, brothers, husbands, or fathers
were dragged from their homes and villages
never to be seen again? By doing nothing, Mr.
Speaker, do we condemn these people to re-
live the horror of the past 4 years? Peace is
at hand, Mr. Speaker, and leadership de-
mands that we act to protect and foster it.

Yes, Mr. Speaker, Bosnia is a test. But, it is
a test that we can and we must pass! The po-
litical and military objectives are clear. Unlike
Vietnam, American troops will not be acting to
militarily impose an American solution, but
rather, they will be working in tandem with
40,000 Russian, British, French, German, and
other European troops over a limited time-
frame to enforce the terms of a negotiated
peace—a peace that the Presidents of Bosnia,
Serbia, and Croatia, have agreed upon. Nei-
ther, Mr. Speaker will our forces suffer the
same fate as the United Nations Protection
Force—left ineffective and ultimately irrelevant,
unable to defend themselves let alone protect
United Nations designated safe areas. Our
forces and their European and Russian coun-
terparts will have the military capability and
authority to repel any threats to their security
or violations of the Peace Agreement.

Further, Mr. Speaker, American troops will
not be asked to mediate a centuries-old ethnic
conflict, rather, we are intervening with our al-
lies at the behest of the warring parties them-
selves, to conclude this most recent and
bloodiest chapter of that conflict. Through our
actions, we are giving the Bosnians, Serbs,
and Croats time and space to nurture and fos-
ter peace. It is incumbent upon them to build
upon this peace and shape a society in which
different ethnicities and religious beliefs are
seen as strengths and are embraced, rather
than as weaknesses and rejected.

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, let us not, in our
rightful concentration on our own domestic
problems, abrogate our global responsibilities
and leadership. Let us not, Mr. Speaker, forget
about the 250,000 Bosnians, Serbs, and
Croats who have lost their lives in this bloody
conflict and the countless others who have
been wounded or have been forced to flee
their homes because of ethnic cleansing. Let
us not, in our desire to protect our brave sons
and daughters, allow this war to spread be-
yond its current constraints and threaten Mac-
edonia or Greece. Let us not, Mr. Speaker,
forget about the lessons of history that have

taught us to carefully guard ourselves against
naive calls for isolationism. For we have
learned, through the sweat and blood of our
young men and women that freedom is not
free and leadership requires more than
words—it demands action.

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
support of the resolution offered by Mr. HAMIL-
TON to express the support of Congress for
the United States troops who will be deployed
to Bosnia.

The deployment of U.S. troops is one of the
most solemn and difficult decisions a country
must make. Even when the mission is not to
do battle but to preserve peace as is the case
in Bosnia, the deployment of our Armed
Forces involves inherent risk. No President
and no Member of Congress could ever lightly
consider the question of sending U.S. soldiers
overseas in support of our national interests.

I would have preferred that the implementa-
tion of the Bosnian peace accord would not
have required the deployment of U.S. troops.
However, the President has made the commit-
ment of our forces and, tonight, several hun-
dred United States troops are in Bosnia and
several thousand more are on their way. The
choice for the House is whether to support
those troops and the mission they seek to ac-
complish.

In my view, the Hamilton resolution is the
only option before us that provides clear and
unambiguous support for the brave American
men and women who will be serving in
Bosnia. While acknowledging that members of
Congress continue to have concerns about the
implementation of the Dayton Peace Accord,
the Hamilton motion says that our soldiers de-
serve the unequivocal support of the U.S.
Congress and the American people. Only the
Hamilton motion sets aside the differences in
policy that have brought us to this point and
simply tells our troops that we support you
and the job you are being called to do.

The actions of this House have real con-
sequences for both our foreign policy and our
troops who will serve in Bosnia. If we reject
our proud tradition of bipartisanship in foreign
relations, we will dishearten our friends and
embolden our enemies. If, as some suggest,
we say to U.S. troops that we support you as
individuals but reject the job you are trying to
do, it is an empty gesture. What’s worse, an
equivocating message from Congress that
calls into question U.S. resolve threatens U.S.
troops by encouraging isolated rogue ele-
ments who would resort to violence to derail
the peace agreement.

I urge my colleagues to support the Hamil-
ton resolution.

MODIFICATION TO HOUSE RESOLUTION 306
OFFERED BY MR. HAMILTON

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be modified by deleting the preamble
and all of the text before the resolved
clause, so that the resolution would
simply read ‘‘Resolved, that the House
of Representatives unequivocally sup-
ports the men and women of the United
States Armed Forces who are carrying
out their mission in support of peace in
Bosnia and Herzegovina with profes-
sional excellence, dedicated patriotism,
and exemplary bravery.’’

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?
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Mr. BAKER of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I reserve the right to object. On
page 3 of the Buyer resolution, it says
without any equivocation that the
House of Representatives declares; Sec-
ond, it is confident that the members
of the U.S. Armed Forces, in whom it
has the greatest pride and admiration,
will perform their responsibilities with
professional excellence, dedicated
pratriotism, and exemplary courage.

Paragraph number 4 was written by
the staff of the gentleman from Mis-
souri [Mr. GEPHARDT], and that has al-
ready been referred to earlier. We have
covered this over and over.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. BAKER of California. Reserving
the right to object, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Indiana.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, there
is nothing in the Buyer-Skelton resolu-
tion which specifically puts the Con-
gress of the United States on record in
support of the troops. The gentleman
correctly points out that we express
confidence in those trooops, and that is
an important thing to do. In the clause
mentioned by my friend, the gentlemen
from New York [Mr. GILMAN], where he
uses the word ‘‘support’’ a couple of
times, that refers not to the Congress,
but to the President and the Secretary
of Defense ensuring that the com-
mander of U.S. forces that are deployed
in and around the republic, that they
are furnished resources and support.
That does not put the Congress on
record in support.

My friends, I think this is an impor-
tant matter. We have troops in the
field. We have all kinds of differences
in this body about the policy. They
have been very well debated in this in-
stitution today. But I beg you, let us
conclude on a unanimous note with a
simple support of the troops. We will
strip out all other language that raises
quesions for Members on the other
side.

Mr. BAKER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, respectfully reclaiming my time,
both paragraph 4 which the gentleman
read and which mentions ‘‘support’’
three times, on line 4, page 3, the
House of Representatives declares that.
Then it goes to four and says it sup-
ports, supports, supports.

I am very respectful of the gentle-
man’s original resolution which states
the following: ‘‘Whereas the President
has asked the people and the Congress
of the United States to support the
placement of United States Armed
Forces on the ground,’’ et cetera.

The gentleman rightfully struck
that. That was the original intent of
this resolution, sir, not thanking the
troops. The Buyer resolution thanks
the troops.

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, will the gen-
tleman yield?

Mr. BAKER of California. I yield to
the gentleman from Illinois.

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I just want to point out
to my firend from Indiana, and this
perhaps has already been pointed out,
but line 20 on page 3 says the President
and Secretary of Defense should rely
on the judgment of the commander of
the United States Armed Forces de-
ployed in and around the territory of
the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina
in all matters affecting the safety, sup-
port, and well-being of such members
of the Armed Forces.

Then, four, the President and the
Secretary of Defense should ensure the
commander of the U.S. Armed Forces
that are deployed in and around the
territory of the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina are furnished the re-
sources and support that he needs to
ensure the safety, support and well-
being of such members of the Armed
Forces.

Mr. BAKER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, reclaiming my time, the greatest
way to support our troops would have
been to keep them home. We lost that
by five votes.

Mr. Speaker, I object.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Objec-

tion is heard.
PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I have a parliamentary in-
quiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state it.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, does any Member of the
House of Representatives who supports
the troops in this matter have the
right to seek modification, such that
he or she could make a representation
that they wish to request unanimous
consent that we do exactly what the
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HAMIL-
TON] set forth?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would state that that is not a
parliamentary inquiry.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. VOLKMER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that tomorrow
morning the first order of business be
the Senate resolution sponsored by the
majority leader, Mr. DOLE.

Mr. FRISA. Mr. Speaker, I object.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Objec-

tion is heard.
Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, the objector

has to stand so we know who it is.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tleman who objected will please stand.
The gentleman from New York [Mr.

FRISA] stood.
Mr. DICKS. Mr. Speaker, point of

order. The gentleman did not stand and
object. He sat and objected.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York [Mr. FRISA] ob-
jected.

Pursuant to section 4 of House Reso-
lution 304, the previous question is or-
dered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the resolution.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 190, nays
237, answered ‘‘present’’ 1, not voting 4,
as follows:

[Roll No. 858]

YEAS—190

Ackerman
Baesler
Baldacci
Barcia
Barrett (WI)
Becerra
Beilenson
Bentsen
Berman
Bevill
Bishop
Bonior
Borski
Boucher
Brewster
Brown (CA)
Brown (FL)
Brown (OH)
Cardin
Castle
Chapman
Clay
Clayton
Clement
Clyburn
Coleman
Collins (IL)
Collins (MI)
Condit
Conyers
Coyne
de la Garza
DeLauro
Dellums
Deutsch
Dicks
Dingell
Dixon
Doggett
Dooley
Doyle
Durbin
Edwards
Engel
Eshoo
Evans
Farr
Fattah
Fazio
Fields (LA)
Filner
Flake
Foglietta
Ford
Frost
Furse
Gejdenson
Gephardt
Geren
Gibbons
Gilchrest
Gonzalez
Green
Gunderson

Gutierrez
Hall (OH)
Hall (TX)
Hamilton
Harman
Hastings (FL)
Hefner
Hilliard
Hinchey
Holden
Houghton
Hoyer
Jackson-Lee
Jefferson
Johnson (SD)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnston
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy (MA)
Kennedy (RI)
Kennelly
Kildee
King
Kleczka
Klink
LaFalce
Lantos
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Lincoln
Livingston
Lofgren
Lowey
Luther
Maloney
Manton
Markey
Martinez
Mascara
Matsui
McCarthy
McDermott
McHale
McIntosh
McKinney
McNulty
Meehan
Meek
Menendez
Mfume
Miller (CA)
Minge
Mink
Moakley
Mollohan
Moran
Morella
Murtha
Nadler
Neal
Nethercutt
Ney
Oberstar

Obey
Olver
Ortiz
Orton
Owens
Pallone
Pastor
Payne (NJ)
Payne (VA)
Pelosi
Peterson (FL)
Peterson (MN)
Pickett
Pomeroy
Poshard
Rahall
Rangel
Reed
Richardson
Rivers
Roemer
Rose
Roybal-Allard
Rush
Sabo
Sawyer
Schroeder
Schumer
Scott
Serrano
Sisisky
Skaggs
Slaughter
Spratt
Stark
Stenholm
Stokes
Studds
Stupak
Tanner
Tejeda
Thompson
Thornton
Thurman
Torres
Torricelli
Towns
Velazquez
Vento
Visclosky
Volkmer
Ward
Waters
Watt (NC)
Waxman
Williams
Wilson
Wolf
Woolsey
Wyden
Wynn
Yates

NAYS—237

Abercrombie
Allard
Andrews
Archer
Armey
Bachus
Baker (CA)
Baker (LA)
Ballenger
Barr
Barrett (NE)
Bartlett
Barton
Bass
Bereuter
Bilbray
Bilirakis
Bliley
Blute
Boehlert
Boehner

Bonilla
Bono
Browder
Brownback
Bryant (TN)
Bryant (TX)
Bunn
Bunning
Burr
Burton
Buyer
Callahan
Calvert
Camp
Canady
Chabot
Chambliss
Chenoweth
Christensen
Chrysler
Clinger

Coble
Coburn
Collins (GA)
Combest
Cooley
Costello
Cox
Cramer
Crane
Crapo
Cremeans
Cubin
Cunningham
Danner
Davis
Deal
DeFazio
DeLay
Diaz-Balart
Dickey
Doolittle
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Dornan
Dreier
Duncan
Dunn
Ehlers
Ehrlich
Emerson
English
Ensign
Everett
Ewing
Fawell
Fields (TX)
Flanagan
Foley
Forbes
Fowler
Fox
Frank (MA)
Franks (CT)
Franks (NJ)
Frelinghuysen
Frisa
Funderburk
Gallegly
Ganske
Gekas
Gilman
Goodlatte
Goodling
Gordon
Goss
Graham
Greenwood
Gutknecht
Hancock
Hansen
Hastert
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Heineman
Herger
Hilleary
Hobson
Hoekstra
Hoke
Horn
Hostettler
Hunter
Hutchinson
Hyde
Inglis
Istook
Jacobs
Johnson (CT)
Johnson, Sam

Jones
Kasich
Kelly
Kim
Kingston
Klug
Knollenberg
Kolbe
LaHood
Largent
Latham
LaTourette
Laughlin
Lazio
Leach
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (KY)
Lightfoot
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Longley
Lucas
Manzullo
Martini
McCollum
McCrery
McDade
McHugh
McKeon
Metcalf
Meyers
Mica
Miller (FL)
Molinari
Montgomery
Moorhead
Myers
Myrick
Neumann
Norwood
Nussle
Oxley
Packard
Parker
Paxon
Petri
Pombo
Porter
Portman
Pryce
Quillen
Quinn
Radanovich
Ramstad
Regula
Riggs
Roberts

Rogers
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Roth
Roukema
Royce
Salmon
Sanders
Sanford
Saxton
Scarborough
Schaefer
Schiff
Seastrand
Sensenbrenner
Shadegg
Shaw
Shays
Shuster
Skeen
Skelton
Smith (MI)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Solomon
Souder
Spence
Stearns
Stockman
Stump
Talent
Tate
Tauzin
Taylor (MS)
Taylor (NC)
Thomas
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Torkildsen
Traficant
Upton
Vucanovich
Waldholtz
Walker
Walsh
Wamp
Watts (OK)
Weldon (FL)
Weldon (PA)
Weller
White
Whitfield
Wicker
Wise
Young (FL)
Zeliff
Zimmer

ANSWERED ‘‘PRESENT’’—1

Bateman

NOT VOTING—4

Gillmor
McInnis

Tucker
Young (AK)

So the resolution was rejected.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on resolutions concerning
Bosnia considering this evening.

Mr. SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.
f

OPPOSING THE NUCLEAR WASTE
POLICY ACT OF 1995

(Mr. ENSIGN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to talk about House Resolution
1020, the nuclear waste issue for a deep
repository and interim storage that
will be located in Nevada. Mr. Speaker,
House Resolution 1020 busts the Fed-
eral budget. I have a letter here from
the gentleman from Ohio, JOHN KASICH,
chairman of the Committee on the
Budget, which says he will not give a
budget waiver to this bill. The impor-
tance of that is because this bill does
bust the Federal budget by over $4 bil-
lion in the next 7 years.

This bill has many other things that
are wrong with it, but right now we are
waging the biggest budget debate in
anybody’s recent memory on the budg-
et in the United States. This would be
a totally inappropriate time to go bust-
ing the budget by an additional $4 bil-
lion when we are trying to balance the
Federal budget in the next 7 years.

Mr. Speaker, I must oppose severely,
for the people of the State of Nevada,
this bill which will target Yucca Moun-
tain and nuclear waste in Nevada.

Mr. Speaker, I include for the
RECORD the letter from the chairman
of the Committee on the Budget.

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET,
December 8, 1995.

Hon. GERALD B.H. SOLOMON,
Chairman, Committee on Rules,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I am writing to you
regarding H.R. 1020, the ‘‘Integrated Spent
Nuclear Fuel Management Act of 1995’’. In
its present form the bill violates the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974 and could trig-
ger automatic cuts in key entitlement pro-
grams under pay-as-you-go (PAYGO) require-
ments.

As you are probably aware, H.R. 1020 is de-
signed to establish an interim nuclear waste
storage facility at Yucca Mountain, Nevada
as well as set up procedures for the eventual
development of a permanent high-level
radoactive waste storage site. I am con-
cerned with Section 401(a)(2) of the bill that
replaces the current mandatory fee paid by
electric utilities for nuclear waste disposal
with a discretionary fee that could vary sub-
ject to the level of appropriations provided
for the program.

As currently written, the bill violates Sec-
tion 311(a) of the Budget Act by providing
new budget authority rules in excess of the
levels set forth in the conference report ac-
companying H. Con. Res. 67. This bill, in the
absence of further legislative action, would
increase budget authority by $585 million in

fiscal year 1996 and approximately $3.0 bil-
lion over the five year period from fiscal
year 1996 through 2000.

By changing the nuclear waste disposal fee
from mandatory to discretionary, a PAYGO
(Section 252 of the Deficit Control Act of
1985) issue arises. The nuclear waste disposal
fee change results in approximately $600 mil-
lion per year in foregone offsetting receipts,
a loss of $4.2 billion over the period from fis-
cal year 1996 through 2002. Absent other leg-
islation, this could trigger a sequester of
critical mandatory spending programs.

Furthermore, unless the discretionary
spending caps are reduced, this legislation
could increase the amount that can be spent
under the discretionary spending caps. In-
creased discretionary spending would lead to
higher budget deficits. This would occur be-
cause the measure authorizes offsetting col-
lections, and the income generated by these
offsetting collections creates room under the
discretionary spending caps as set forth in
current law for increased spending.

During our negotiations with the Adminis-
tration, we have emphasized the need to re-
duce spending in order to achieve a balanced
budget. I am concerned that passage of this
bill in its current form would send the wrong
signal to the Administration.

Thank you for your consideration, and I
look forward to working with you to solve
the problems in this bill.

Sincerely,
JOHN R. KASICH,

Chairman.

f

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the bill from the House
(H.R. 2606) ‘‘An Act to prohibit the use
of funds appropriated to the Depart-
ment of Defense from being used for
the deployment on the ground of Unit-
ed States Armed Forces in the Repub-
lic of Bosnia and Herzegovina as part of
any peacekeeping operation, or as part
of any implementation force, unless
funds for such deployment are specifi-
cally appropriated by law’’ did fail to
pass the Senate.

The message also announced that the
Senate had passed a joint resolution of
the following title, in which the con-
currence of the House is requested:

S.J. Res. 44. Joint resolution concerning
the Deployment of United States Armed
Forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I was unavoidably detained
for rollcall vote No. 844 on December 7,
1995, Pearl Harbor day, and con-
sequently missed the vote on the con-
ference report for VA–HUD appropria-
tions. Had I been present, I would have
voted ‘‘aye.’’
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